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Keeping Students Engaged With School: 
ICI's Check & Connect 
Each year roughly 1.23 million students in the U.S. do not graduate from high school with 
their peers. Students who leave school before graduation are more likely to become unem
ployed, incarcerated, and/or dependent on social programs than those with a high school 
diploma. The Institute on Community Integration (lC1) is responding to this problem by 
olfering Check & Connect, a comprehensive, targeted intervention designed to enhance 
students' engagement at school and with learning through relationship building and 
problem solving. 

This month Check & Connect, which first began as a federally-funded research project at 
1(1 in 1990, launches its new implementation manual and training that build on that early 
work. The manual and training prepare school districts, community organizations, and 
()thers to replicate Check & Connect with youth in their communities, and promote student 
competence, school success, and school completion. 

One of 22 dropout prevention interventions rated by the U.S. Department of Education's 
What Works Clearinghouse, Check & Connect is the only program found to have strong evi
dence of positive effects for staying in school. The program is based on the following assump
tions: (1) Leaving school prior to graduation is not an instantaneous event; (2) solving the 
dropout problem will require a multifaceted effort of home, school, community, and youth; 
(3) students must be empowered to take control of their own behavior; and (4) schools must 
be designed to reach out to families in partnership with community. The four components of 
Check & Connect are: 

• A mentor who provides persistent support and keeps education salient for students. 

• Systematic monitoring of absences, tardies, suspensions, expulsions, behavioral referrals, 
failing classes, and credits accrued (the "check" component). 

• Timely and individualized intervention based on the check information. 

• Enhanced home-school communication and home support for learning. 

The new manual (available from ICI's Publications Office) outlines the key components of 
Check & Connect, describes the steps to implement this research-based model, and presents 
the theory underlying the intervention. School districts and youth organizations desiring 
assistance in implementing the intervention can participate in Check & Connect training, 
either at their sites (for customized training) or at designated sites throughout the country. 
The next scheduled training is March 30-31, 2009 on the University of Minnesota campus in 
Minneapolis. 

Over the past 18 years during which the Check & Connect model has been created, 
implemented, and revised, a number of lessons have been learned about student engage
ment. According to Sandy Christenson, one of the developers of Check & Connect, "We have 
learned the power, value and importance of individualized interventions - those that create a 
lerson-environment fit. We've also found that relationships are essential for students' behav

ior change, commitment to learning, and academic progress. And we've learned the necessity 
to engage students on multiple levels: academically, behaviorally, cognitively, and affectively. 
Through Check & Connect we strive to address all those components. '" 

FFI on Check & Connect contact Ann Mavis at 612-624-1489, mavisOO1@umn.edu, or visit 
www.checkandconnect.org. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hire: Jennifer Tranmer. Tempo

rary Employee. Transition. Mark Olson, 
formerly of NCRRC, is now a Project 
Coordinator for RTC. Staff Departures: 
Mona Dougherty, Transition;Jennifer 
Fair, Transition; and Amanda Webster, 
Adult Services. 

• DonnaJohnson was recently selected 
as the new Director of the University's 
Disability Services. She begins her new 
appointment January 5, 2009. 

• Brian Abery and Diane Halpin 
presented the new Together We Make 
a Difference Inclusive Service Learning 
Program at the TASH Annual Conference 
in Nashville, December 4. The program 
was developed at ICI with support from 
the Bubel-Aiken Foundation, and will 
publish its first curriculum manual later 
this month. Jason Altman and Martha 
Thurlow also presented at TASH; their 
presentation was on the "2007 Survey of 
States: Activities, Changes, and Challenges 
for Special Education." 

• DavidJohnson and Martha Thurlow 
are among the researchers cited as 
"Selected Experts" in the new national 
report, Special Education in America: The 
State of Students with Disabilities in the 
Nation s High Schools. released by the 
publishers of Education Week. The report 
is online at www.edweek.orglmedia/ 
eperc _ specialeducationinamerica. pdf 

• David R.Johnson and Karen Stout 
presented a paper titled "State Graduation 
Policies: Trends and Implications" at the 
University Council of Educational Admin
istration Annual Conference, in Orlando, 
Florida on November 1. 

Dates to Remember ... 
December 25-26: University Closed 

January 1: University Closed 

January 13: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office 
News from IC/'s Administrative Staff 

• P&A Vacation Forms. November/ 
December vacation forms are due Decem
ber 31. All records for 2008 will be closed 
out the first week ofJanuary so please 
turn in your forms as close as possible 
to December 31. The University plans to 
automate academic vacation accrual and 
tracking by March 2009; more informa
tion to follow. Questions? Contact Beth 
Nelson at 6-8042 . 

• P&A Personal Holiday. The University 
has granted P&A staff a personal holiday 
that can be used between December 19 
and January 16. Please indicate your day 
taken by placing "PH" on that date on 
your vacation record. 

• GRAs and Their Supervisors. Spring 
semester begins January 8. All Graduate 
Research Assistants (GRAs) work during 
semester breaks. Any time missed must be 

Miscellaneous 

• Screening "Including Samuel." ICI is 
co-sponsoring a free screening of "Includ
ing Samuel," an award-winning film by 
photojournalist Dan Habib on January 9, 
2009 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The film docu
ments the Habib family's efforts to include 
their son Samuel, who has cerebral palsy, in 
every facet of their lives. It also features the 
inclusion experiences of four other families, 
plus interviews with teachers, young people, 
parents, and disability rights experts. Visi
tors can view the film, discuss inclusion with 
the producers, and network with communi
ty members and organizations. There will be 
desserts and beverages after the screening. 
The event takes place at Best Buy Corporate 
Auditorium, 7601 Penn Avenue South, 
Richfield. Seating is limited so reservations 
are required at www.wildernessinquiry.org! 
includingsamuel. 

• Autism Congress. "Autism Through the 
Lifespan" will be the theme of the 2009 Bien
nial Autism Congress in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, February 26-March 1, 2009. The 
theme reflects the evolving set of personal, 
familial, societal, and therapeutic issues 
that Autism Spectrum Disorders present as 

approved and hours made up in accor
dance with your supervisor. 

• GRA Personal Holiday. The University 
has granted GRAs a personal holiday that 
can be used between December 19 and 
January 16. This information should be 
tracked between you and your supervisoL 
Questions? Contact Beth at 6-8042. 

• Timecard Employees and Their Super
visors. Timecards for 2009 will be dis
tributed to supervisors by December 31. 
Questions? Contact Amy at 4-2380. Note 
that hourly employees are not eligible for 
holiday pay. 

• Space Audit. A space audit of Pattee Hall 
will be conducted this month. This type 
of audit is routinely done every few years 
in Pattee Hall to match space needs with 
availability. Questions? Contact Amy 
Kurowski at 4-2380. 

individuals pass from infancy to childhood, 
adolescence, adulthood, and old age. FFI, 
"including registration, visit www. 
autismvancouver.com. 

• Report on Rehabilitation Art. The 
National Council on Disability has released 
the report, The Rehabilitation Act: Outcomes 
for Transition-Age Youth, calling on Congress 
and the U.S'-Department of Education to 
make changes to current service delivery 
practices that will improve transition out
comes for youth with disabilities. This report 
is a comprehensive assessment of the impact 
of the Rehabilitation Act on the employment 
and postsecondary education outcomes of 
eligible transition-age youth. FFI, visit www. 
ncd.gov /newsroom/ news/2008/ r08-57 4. 
htm. 

• Birthdays. Jason Altman (12/18), 
Paris Kelly (12/19), Mary McEathron 
(12/24), Jane Krentz (12/24), Melissa 
Crone (12/27),Jon Goldman (1/6), 
John Westerman (1/7), Pam Stenhjem 
(1/10), and Debbie Hansen (1/14). Did 
we miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- NCEO State RqJort: 2007 Survey ojStates: 
Aclivilies, Chllnges, lind Challenges for Spe
cial Educalioll (October 2008). Published 
by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes and available on 
the Web at http:// cehd.umn.edu/nceo/ 
OnlinePubs/2007StateSurvey/ 
2007S tateSurveyReport. pdf. 

- Check & Connect Comprehensive Student 
Engagement Intervention Manual (2008 
edition). Published by the Institute and 
available from the Publications OHice. 

- Impact: Feature Issue on Employment and 
Women with Disabilities (Summer/Fall 
2008). Published by the Institute and 
available from the Publications Office 
as well as online at http://ici.umn.edu/ 
products/impact/211. 

- Residential Services for Persons With 
Developmental Disabilities: Status and 
Trends Through 2007 (2008). Published by 
the Institute's Research and Training 
Center on Community Living and recent
ly updated. Available online at http://rtc. 
umn.edu/docs/risp2007.pdf and from 
the Publications Office. 

• Journal Article on Deinstitutional
ization. "The 40th Anniversary of 
Deinstitutionalization in the United 
States: Decreasing State Institutional 
Populations, 1967-2007" by Naomi 
Scott, Charlie Lakin, and Sherri Larson 
has been published in Intellectual & 
Developmental Disabilities (Vol. 46, Issue 
5, October 2008) and is on the Web at 
http://aaidd.allenpress.com/pdfserv/ 
10.1352%2F2008.46:402-405. 

• Winter Catalog Coming Soon. The 
Institute's Winter 2009 catalog will be 
published soon. It will be available, both " 
in print and on ICI's Web site, in early 
January. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Friday, 
January 9, 2009. 


