
SENATE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OCTOBER 2, 2008 
 
[In these minutes:  Review Committee Charge, Committee Attendance, Agenda Items for 
2008 – 2009 Academic Year, Library Resources] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the 
University Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these 
minutes represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate, the Administration, or 
the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT:  Jeffrey Wencl, chair, Nathan Pelzer, Kendre Turonie, Amelious Whyte, 
Jennifer Engler, Andy Howe, Thomas Reynolds, Catherine Solheim, Maureen Kunkler, 
Claire Wolters, Caroline Younts, Olga Zakharenko 
 
REGRETS:  Thomas Bilder, Eric Brown, Hilary Ploeckelmann  
 
ABSENT:  Christiane Bartels, Kim Roufs, Curt Baker, Megan Hayes 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING:  Gabriele Schmiegel 
 
I).  Jeffrey Wencl called the meeting to order, welcomed those present and asked 
members to go around the room and introduce themselves. 
 
II).  Mr. Wencl distributed copies of the committee's charge for members to review.  He 
noted that the committee is concerned with all issues dealing with the welfare of students 
across the University of Minnesota system. 
 
III).  Next, Mr. Wencl emphasized the importance of attendance at committee meetings.  
He reviewed the attendance policy, which is found in Article II. Rules of the University 
Senate, Section 2 (g): 
 

"A member of a committee (whether appointed or elected) of the University 
Senate shall be said to have been absent if the member does not attend a meeting 
for which notification was given, subject to the provisions of (1) - (6) of this 
section (f). A non-student member of a committee of the University Senate shall 
forfeit membership if absent for three consecutive meetings of the committee 
unless excused by the chair of the committee. A student member of a committee 
of the University Senate shall forfeit membership if absent for two meetings of 
the committee unless excused by the chair of the committee. Summer meetings of 
a committee do not count in tallying consecutive absences from meetings. A 
member whose membership has been forfeited may appeal to the appropriate 
appointing authority for reinstatement." 
 



If for any reason members cannot attend a meeting, noted Mr. Wencl, please contact 
Renee Dempsey, Senate staff, or him to send their regrets. 
 
IV).  The committee prioritized the agenda items that were generated at its May 7, 2008 
meeting.  The ideas that were mentioned at this meeting included: 

• Invite a representative from the Office of Equity & Diversity to talk about what 
the University is doing in terms of making the campus a more welcoming and 
accepting place given the diversity of the campus. 

• In the spring of 2009, as the opening of the TCF Bank Stadium approaches, invite 
guests that can address how various issues related to the new stadium will be 
handled, e.g. safety, security, tailgating, transportation, homecoming traditions. 

• Invite Sharon Dzik, director, Office for Student Conduct and Academic Integrity, 
to learn more about academic dishonesty and plagiarism issues. 

• Invite a representative from Alumni Relations to provide information about what 
they are doing to stay connected with alumni. 

• Invite Marjorie Savage to learn about what is being done in terms of parent 
programming.  Is there any outreach to parents on the part of the University once 
freshman orientation events are over? 

• Invite a representative from Boynton Health Service to learn about what is being 
done on the part of the University to connect with students with mental health 
problems, and get information on student suicides, available resources, etc.  On a 
related note, invite a representative from the Office of the General Counsel or the 
Registrar's Office to clarify how FERPA's  (Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act) 'need to know' language limits the ability of University personnel to 
discuss concerns about a particular student.  How is 'need to know' defined? 

• Learn about the multitude of Library resources that have been developed to 
support students. 

 
A member also suggested discussing how the University can do a better job 
communicating with students about the multitude of services, (e.g. mental health) that are 
available to them.  It was noted that there are a couple committees currently looking at 
better communication strategies with students, and what the colleges and central 
administration can do to improve upon its communications with students.  In terms of 
student mental health resources specifically, it was noted that the Provost's Committee on 
Student Mental Health is working on communicating the University's mental health 
resources to students and the broader University community.  The suggestion was made 
to invite Barb Benson and Betty Blacklock to an upcoming meeting to talk about these 
mental health resources, and strategies for communication. 
 
A member asked about the status of the Adult Learner and Student Parent (ALSP) 
Committee becoming a subcommittee of this committee.  Amelious Whyte reported that 
Vice Provost for Student Affairs Jerry Rinehart charged the Vice Provost Non-
Traditional Student Committee to look at the issues addressed by the ALSP Committee, 
e.g. veterans, student parents.  If the committee is interested in learning about the issues 
this committee is working on, an invitation should be extended to Susan Warfield to 
attend an upcoming meeting. 



 
Agenda items that were voiced my committee members included: 
 

• Weigh in on whether the University campus should be smoke-free campus.    
• Learn about the results of the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 

survey that the University conducted in the spring. 
• Hear from the Game Day Operations Committee about what is being planned in 

terms of stadium safety, e.g. tailgating.  It was noted that Joel Maturi and Laurie 
Scheich are co-chairing this committee.  Given there are several other stadium-
related committees, it was suggested that the committee identify what aspect(s) of 
the stadium they are interested in learning about so that the appropriate guests can 
be invited. 

 
A member questioned what the committee would do with the various reports it receives.  
Amelious Whyte stated that in his opinion one of the roles of the committee is to stay 
apprised about potential issues of concerns to students.  Then, if action is warranted, the 
committee can craft a resolution and bring it to the Senate.   
 
A member suggested inviting other student groups to share their issues/concerns with 
Student Affairs in order to get a pulse on what other students outside of Student Affairs 
feel are important.  In response, a member asked if the committee makes itself more 
accessible to other student groups, what would it do with the information it gathers.  
Members spent a few minutes discussing this; however, no conclusion was reached. 
 
Mr. Wencl asked members for their preferences for November agenda items.  The 
following were mentioned: 

• Invite Tina Falkner from the Office of the Registrar to provide information on 
how FERPA's  (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 'need to know' 
language limits the ability of University personnel to discuss concerns about a 
particular student.  How is 'need to know' defined?  In addition, to learning the 
FERPA, the committee is interested in looking at how FERPA's rules should be 
communicated to students.  Also, contact Tracy Smith from the Office of the 
General Counsel to see if she is interested in attending as well knowing that the 
committee may draft a resolution based on what members learn. 

• Brainstorm among committee members what it would like to do with all the 
information it receives over the course of the year. 

   
V).  Mr. Wencl reported that the Senate Consultative Committee (SCC) voted to no 
longer provide snacks and beverages at committee meetings.  The Student Senate 
Consultative Committee (SSCC), on the other hand, voted to have the student committees 
decide independently whether they wanted snacks and beverages at their meetings.  Mr. 
Wencl asked for members' input on this issue. 
 
A member asked what is the issue with the snacks and beverages.  It was noted that the 
snacks and beverages started as a "green"/sustainability issue, but there were also 



comments that the snacks were not healthy, and should Senate staff be asked to lug 
snacks and beverages to committee meetings. 
 
After some discussion, the committee voted that it would like snacks and beverages at its 
meetings. 
 
VI).  Next, Jerilyn Veldof from the Libraries introduced herself.  She noted that the 
department she works in is Coordinated Educational Services.  She distributed a 
brochure, which is geared toward faculty. 
 
In the limited time remaining, Ms. Veldof stated that she wanted to talk about the 
Libraries' physical and virtual space.  Surprisingly, she noted, in the age of the virtual 
library where almost all of the library's resources can be accessed remotely, students are 
rushing to the Libraries.  The Libraries are seeing approximately a 20% - 25% increase in 
the number of visits than it had 4 – 5 years ago. 
 
Given the Libraries' limited amount of space, there is a trend to move the older materials 
into storage, and rethinking how best to use its spaces.  The Library is hearing from many 
undergraduate students that the library is serving as a neutral, academic homeroom.  
There is also a definite draw to the Libraries in terms of being an academic as opposed to 
a social space. 
 
Over the past few years, the Library has been building SMART Learning Commons.  The 
SMART Learning Commons program is a partnership with the Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Education, the Libraries, collegiate units and other services that bring 
together an array of academic support services under one roof.  The SMART Learning 
Commons, noted Ms. Veldof, targets the high-enrollment courses that have a significant 
amount of academic risk involved, e.g. mathematics, chemistry. 
 
Ms. Veldof also noted that Library has been working on enhancing the Assignment 
Calculator, and a new "beta" version will undergo usability testing next month.  The new 
Assignment Calculator will allow faculty to design an assignment for their students.  
Members interested in being involved in the beta testing should contact Ms. Veldof. 
 
Mr. Wencl thanked Ms. Veldof for her presentation. 
 
VII).  Hearing no further business, Mr. Wencl adjourned the meeting. 
 
        Renee Dempsey 
        University Senate 
 
 


