
[In these minutes: OSCAI updates, graduate student reporting process, background checks, 
accountability in assigning grades] 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY COMMITTEE (SAIC) 
 
MINUTES 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2008 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Tom Shield (Chair), Lisa Anderson, Sarah Angerman, Sharon Dzik, William 
Enlow, Laura Coffin Koch, Chris Russill, Eric Watkins. 
 
REGRETS: Manami Bhattacharya, Linda Jones. 
 
ABSENT: Erin West. 
 
GUESTS: Amy Barsness, Kathy Skelton. 
 
1. OSCAI UPDATE 
 
Sharon Dzik provided the following updates: 

• Graduate student is being hired to handle minor behavioral cases 
• She spoke this year at new faculty orientation 
• Know the Code brochure was developed for alcohol policies and could be used as 
a template for one on scholastic dishonesty 
• Behavioral Consultation Team has been formed; the contact phone line is housed 
with OSCAI 
• Evaluation service will be starting to gather feedback from students 
• 2291 background checks were performed last year, of which half were internal, 
undergraduate checks and the remainder were from outside the University 
• New office assistant, Harriet Sands, was hired 

2. GRADUATE STUDENT REPORTING PROCESS 
 
Tom Shield reviewed the progress on this process last year and the revisions that were suggested 
by the committee last May. After receiving no further comments from committee members, Tom 
Shield said that the next step was to review the process with the Graduate School. Once they 
have agreed, the proposal will come back for committee approval before being presented to the 
University Senate for information. Attention will then be focused on learning what the processes 
are for the professional programs. 
 
3. UPDATE ON BACKGROUND CHECKS 



 
Tom Shield reviewed the history of this item from last year, noting that while multiple units are 
able to complete background checks, it seems that this process should be regulated such as the 
process for receiving transcripts in that only one office can issue them. 
 
Sharon Dzik said that she will be meeting with two people from the University on this issue. She 
is also asking her office assistant to collect information from each of the colleges as to how they 
handle these requests. 
 
4. ACCOUNTABILITY IN ASSIGNING GRADES 
 
Tom Shield reviewed the background on this topic, including the discussion with the Educational 
Policy Committee (SCEP) and the handout. 
 
Members then made the following comments: 

• Policy should cover any incident of scholastic dishonesty during a class, not just 
one that changes a grade 
• Severity of the scholastic dishonesty claim will determine whether OSCAI 
implements further sanctions 
• Exemptions should be allowed, but not spelled out, for special circumstances 
determined by OSCAI 
• College offices will need to be notified when scholastic dishonesty sanctions from 
OSCAI affect a student's status at the University 

It was determined that before presenting this issue to the Council for Undergraduate Education 
(CUE), it should first be discussed with a small group in Vice Provost McMaster's office. That 
group's feedback can then be brought back to the committee before placing the item on CUE's 
agenda. 
 
5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Tom Shield thanked the members for attending and adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


