
Academic Health Center Financial Planning
Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 20, 2008
 
Present:  Paul Olin (chair), Helen Hansen
 
Regrets:  Yusuf Abul-Hajj, David Lee, John Connett, Beth Nunnally
 
Sustainability:  Chair Olin distributed a memo issued by President Bruininks regarding the goals and outcomes committee for University
of Minnesota sustainability, as well as a draft of the committee teams, co-chairs and members.  The memo conveyed that the purpose of
the committee is to examine and develop sustainability according to the guiding principles of the Board of Regents policy.  The president
wants to be thorough in developing the principals, keeping in mind the need to look at overall costs and the possible impact to individuals
and the University as a whole due to changes implemented.
 
LRT:  Chair Olin distributed the latest report from the Senate Finance and Planning Committee on the Light Rail Transit, (LRT hereon),
project which included statistics on current traffic statistics for busses, pedestrians, bicyclists, and emergency vehicles as well as possible
bus and train frequency scenarios once the LRT is in place.  Professors’ Olin and Hansen discussed the concern for pedestrians and
bicyclists with the current plan proposals as well as the impact on employees and equipment the LRT may have on nearby labs.  The
report also highlights the current project traffic mitigation proposal though it is not finalized.  The plan to begin traffic mitigation is
scheduled for 2009.  Olin said the planning committee has discussed possible changes in use for street level offices along the corridor
pointing out the potential mall-like atmosphere could present revenue incurring possibilities but there has been no formal proposal made
to support this idea as of yet.  Professor Hansen suggested the consideration of offering bikes to all freshmen, providing an alternative to
driving to campus, and in turn, alleviating traffic congestion.  Professor Olin points out that bicyclists are not offered a safe thoroughfare
in the current proposal, as they are expected to share the lanes with busses.
 
EFS:  There was brief mention that there are continuing problems with the financial system in the ordering, payment and reporting areas. 
Mike Volna from the Controller’s Office anticipates the most urgent problems to be worked out by late January/early February with the
remaining issues being addressed by the end of this fiscal year, for the most part.
 
Professor Olin adjourned the meeting at 5:03 p.m.


