
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
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May 8, 2007 
Mariucci Arena 

The 103rd annual meeting of the University of Minnesota Alumni Association (UMAA) began at 5:30 
p.m. with a reception and dinner for 3,100 attendees at Mariucci Arena. The meeting was called to order 
at 8:00 p.m. by UMAA National President Dennis Schulstad. 

He thanked the two presenting sponsors of the event, M.A. Mortenson Construction Company and TCF 
Bank. He also extended thanks to the Alumni Association's annual signature sponsor, Macys'. He noted 
that this year's celebration will celebrate the newly approved TCF Bank Stadium, the future home for 
Gopher football and the Marching Band, reminding the audience that the Alumni Association made the 
first million dollar contribution for the stadium and a matched contribution for scholarships that also 
totaled a million dollars. 

Schulstad began the program by introducing the UMAA Year-in-Review video. Highlights of the video 
showcased the dedication of Scholars Walk, Wall of Discovery and the groundbreaking celebration for 
the TCF Bank Stadium. The UMAA launched a statewide tour to rally support for the University's 
legislative request that visited 13 Minnesota cities in 12 weeks, encouraging support of the special 
bonding authority to invest in biomedical science facilities. The association featured teaching, research 
and discovery at the University with six issues of Minnesota magazine. Twelve outstanding University 
professors were honored at the Distinguished Teaching Awards ceremony. Membership reached an all
time high of 60,200 and life memberships increased by 5 percent. Ongoing programs engaged thousands 
of alumni and friends in collegiate alumni society, geographic chapter and interest group programs and 
events. At the conclusion of the video, Schulstad introduced Margaret Carlson, CEO of the Alumni 
Association, thanking her and her staff for the associations' accomplishments. 

Introduction of Officers and Election of Board Members 
Schulstad announced the 2007-2008 slate of officers forwarded by the UMAA Board Development 
Committee and elected by the UMAA board of directors on March 31, 2007: 

2007-2008 National Board Officers 
President: Tom LaSalle 
President-elect: Bruce Mooty 
First Vice President: Archie Givens 
Vice President: Jessica Phillips 
Vice President: Maureen Reed 
Vice President: Ertugrul Tuzcu 
Secretary-Treasurer: Kent Horsager 
Past President: Denny Schulstad 
Chief Executive Officer: Margaret Carlson 

The slate of new board members was introduced, voted upon, and approved by those present: 

2007-08 National Board Candidate Slate 
Richard Beeson, at-large representative 
Marcia Carthaus, southeast USA geographic representative, for a second term 
Lynn Casey, at-large representative, for a second term 



Bernadine Joselyn, northeast Minnesota geographic representative 
Janice Meyer, southeast Minnesota geographic representative 
Patrick Schott, northeast USA geographic representative 
Paul Thompson, central Minnesota geographic representative, for a second term 
Amy Xu, at-large representative, for a second term 

Passing of the Gavel 
Schulstad introduced Tom LaSalle, the next National President of the Alumni Association on July 1, 
2007. LaSalle is a 1972 graduate from the College of Liberal Arts and went on to become a major 
commercial developer in the region. He founded and is president and chief executive officer of the 
LaSalle Group, a firm that provides facilities and property management development consulting services. 

Schulstad passed the presidential gavel to LaSalle, the 71 5t National President of the University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association. LaSalle thanked Schulstad for his effective leadership in the past year, 
noting that under his presidential leadership the association had a vital and successful year. 

Annual Celebration Program 
Schulstad explained that the program would feature the Pride of Minnesota Marching Band under the 
direction of Tim Diem and led by Stan Freese, and then comments by Tony Dungy, former Gopher 
football player and head coach of the Indianapolis Colts. 

Freese was a featured tuba soloist with the University of Minnesota Concert Band under the direction of 
the late Dr. Frank Bencriscutto. Stan was the star of the show during the band's historic tours of the 
Soviet Union in 1969, and China in 1980. He has had a remarkable 35-year career with The Walt Disney 
Company and now directs talent casting and booking for Disney Entertainment Productions. 

Tony Dungy was the quarterback for the Golden Gophers in the 1970's. He was twice honored as the 
Most Valuable Player. He played professional football for the Pittsburgh Steelers, including when they 
won the Super Bowl. When his playing days ended, he returned home as an assistant coach for the 
Gophers and then was defensive coordinator for the Minnesota Vikings. One of the most successful head 
coaches in the history of professional football, he won the 2006 Super Bowl with the Indianapolis Colts. 
He is one of only three people to have won the Super Bowl as both a player and as a head coach. He was 
just named "one of the world's most influential people" by Time magazine. 

Freese led the band onstage and 'wowed' the crowd with remarks, music selections and a stunning solo of 
the 'The Carnival of Venice. , 

Dungy took the stage, noting that the musical virtuosity of Freese and the band was a tough act to follow. 
Dungy thanked Schulstad for the invitation to speak, noting that he had received several invitations to 
speak after winning the Super Bowl but the Alumni Association had asked before he became famous. 

He explained that he was so pleased to be back on campus, and that it was an exciting time with the 
stadium now a reality and a new football coach, Tim Brewster, on board to re-energize the football 
program. He relived memories of what the University meant to him as a student and also to his brother 
who graduated from the University of Minnesota and is a Twin Cities dentist. 

Dungy said that athletics may draw people to the University, as it did him when he was a high school 
senior. Once here, people realize how much that the University has to offer. He said that athletics brings 
positive energy to schools and contributes to campus life and the student experience. He said his 
educational experience was exceptional. In addition to a tremendous academic experience, he made 
lifelong friends, many of them in the audience tonight. He encouraged the group to build on the 
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University's great tradition, encourage the next generation of students to keep achieving great things, 
continue to make this university the very best in the country and continue to make the state of Minnesota 
proud of its Gophers. 

President Bruininks 
President Bruininks took the podium, noting that it was a great pleasure to celebrate the University of 
Minnesota and its accomplishments but also the accomplishments of the University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association. Bruininks thanked alumni and friends, for the continuing support and loyalty during these 
transformational times. 

He noted that one of the best rewards of being a university president is recognizing alumni who have 
accomplished great things. He said two such individuals are being recognized this evening, Stan Freese 
and Tony Dungy. They will receive the University of Minnesota Outstanding Achievement Award, the 
university's highest alumni honor. This award is conferred on graduates or former students who have 
attained unusual distinction in their chosen fields or professions or in public service and demonstrated 
outstanding achievement and leadership on a community, state, national, or intemationallevel. 

The University of Minnesota has graduated over 500,000 students since it was founded, and less than 
1,100 Outstanding Achievement Awards have been given. The recipient's names are permanently 
engraved on the Alumni Wall of Honor outside the McNamara Alumni Center. 

President Bruininks called Stan Freese to the stage. Joining them was Steven Rosenstone, dean of the 
University'S College of Liberal Arts, Margaret Carlson, University of Minnesota Alumni Association 
chief executive officer and Denny Schulstad, Alumni Association national president. Schulstad and 
Carlson nominated Stan Freese for this award. Bruininks read the OAA citation, Rosenstone presented 
the award's crystal obelisk to Freese and all congratulated Stan Freese on receiving the award. 

President Bruininks then called Tony Dungy to the stage. Joining them on the stage was Alison Davis
Blake, dean of the University's Carlson School of Management, and Joel Maturi, director of 
Intercollegiate Athletics, who together nominated Dungy for the award. FollOWing the reading of the 
OAA citation and presentation of the award, Bruininks asked alumni and friends to join him in 
congratulating Dungy on his honor. 

Schulstad thanked the audience for being part of a very memorable evening. The program closed with the 
singing of 'Hail! Minnesota." 

Submitted by, 

Ruth Isaak 
Deputy Director and Board Administrator 
For 
Kent Horsager, Secretary-Treasurer 
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