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CAC: This is Clarke Chambers. It is April 25, 1984. A former colleague who was here many 
years ago, Werner Levi, professor of Political Science, is visiting Regents Professor John Turner 
and consented to come down the street for this interview. We are in my study at 2285 Folwel1. 

We were just talking very informally before I turned the machine on about your career, how you 
got here, how you got into political science, how you got to the University of Minnesota. I think 
that background is interesting to people later on who, ten years from now, thirty years from now, 
will be listening to these tapes. You were central European and came to this country when? 

WL: Yes, I was German. I got a law degree from Switzerland where I went in 1933, just when 
Hitler arrived. We came to this country. I'll tell you briefly why I came to Minnesota. We were 
on the ship immigrating into the United States and we met a couple from St. Paul. We became 
friendly on the boat. We played chess together. When we said "Goodbye" to each other, they 
said, "Why don't you come up and see us sometime?" which we took seriously because there 
were no such formalities in Europe. If you said that, you meant it. For a year, I went to Ohio 
with my wife. I worked in a wooden furniture factory. That didn't get anywhere in particular. 
We had a small car; so, one Christmas during vacation, I said to my wife, "Let's go and visit 
these people in St. Pau1." So, we went. I won't bother you with all the details, how it worked 
out; but, that's how we got to Minnesota. By that time, I was now typed as a furniture maker. 
At the time, most of these cities of the size of St. Paul had refuge committees run by amateurs. 
This particular one was run by Irving Levi who was an attorney in St. Paul and his two brothers 
owned the St. Paul and Minneapolis House Furnishing Company ... something like that it was 
called. They got me a job at Brooks Upholstering in southeast Minneapolis as an upholstery 
furniture maker. I cut covers and so on. While I was there for two years, it got a little boring 
for me; so, I went to the university. I was directed to Professor [Harold] Quigley who was then 
chairman of the Political Science Department. All I wanted from him was to get permission to 
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use the library so that in my spare time I could work on what turned out to be my first book 
published in 1947 called American/Australian Relations. All this time, I kept working in the 
factory. 

Then, my wife's cousin, who was in a similar position to mine, wrote us that he was going back 
to a university. I said to my wife, "How can he do it? How can he afford it?" She wrote to him 
and he answered back that he got a scholarship. Now, scholarships and fellowships in pre-war 
German universities were totally unknown things. I didn't know of the existence of this and 
Professor Quigley never mentioned it to me because he assumed that I knew about those things. 
I went back to Harold Quigley and I told him about that. I said, "What's the situation here?" 
"Oh," he said, "we have things like that. Why don't you apply?" I said, "What should I apply 
for?" "We have the [Thomas] Shevlin Fellowship," he said, which at that time paid $500 a year 
which wasn't quite enough to live on but also was too much to die on. I applied for that and I 
got it. The department was extremely kind to me in giving me credit for most of the work that 
I had done in Europe for the doctor of law degree. In Europe, when you take a doctor of law 
degree, you take all kinds of non-law courses. They gave me credit for what we then called 
Comparative Government. I had studied, of course, German, Swiss, French government. I had 
studied international law, all these kinds of things. In fact, I only had to take thirty credits worth 
of courses. 

The war had broken out in the meantime, the second world war, and Quigley said, "Look, on the 
way to the Ph.D. take at least the M.A."-which you can get more or less automatically-"because 
you don't know what's going to happen with the war going on. So, I took the M.A. and, then, 
I applied for the Shevlin Fellowship again and I got it for the second year. During that second 
year, I wrote my Ph.D. dissertation on China's foreign policy and at the end of that year, which 
must have been 1944, I got my Ph.D. 

CAC: You weren't subject to the military service during that period? 

WL: Yes, yes, I was subject. During the first year, we had become one of the major universities 
for the ASTP program, the Army Specialized Training Program, in Japanese language. Harold 
Quigley was the director of that program and Larry Steefel, in your department, ran the European 
language program. 

CAC: Right. 

WL: They put all the European refugees and others into the Japanese language program and all 
the Orientals that were here in the German language program. [laughter] 

CA C: [laughter] 

WL: There was a rationale to that. The army was afraid that if a German refugee would be 
called on the German front, they would consider him a German traitor or something like that. 
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CAC: Sure. 

WL: There was a reason for that. 

CAC: So, you were studying Japanese? 

WL: I was in a way studying Japanese. Toward the end of the program, I knew it quite well 
but didn't do anything with it the next twenty years when I was here. Had I known that I was 
ending up in Hawaii, I would have kept it up. Toward the end of 1944, Professor Quigley, who 
had started the program in conjunction with the anny, didn't want to do this any longer. I was 
his assistant. I was an instructor at the university. I became his successor. I became the director 
of the Japanese Language program, 1944 until 1945 when they dissolved it. It was located-I've 
forgotten the hall-next to where the dean of women was, I remember. There was Eddy Hall and 
next to that Burton Hall, the place where the Political Science Department was, and next to that 
was the headquarters of the Japanese Language program. I think it was the girls' dormitory. 

CAC: Back in those days, History was with Political Science in Burton Hall. 

WL: Yes, I think they were. That's right. 

CAC: Whom else did you work with in Political Science during these years? Quigley was your 
chief ... 

WL: Actually, I took courses from Evron Kirkpatrick, whose wife is now the American 
representative at the United Nations. 

CAC: Right. 

WL: I took some work in Economics with Professor Meyer, who was in Public Finance. I took 
Labor Relations with Dale Yoder. I'm trying to think what Political Science courses I took. Of 
course, William Anderson [unclear] from Bill Anderson. I wrote a paper which he told me I 
should publish. I still have it but never published it. It dealt with political science in the Bible. 

CAC: Oh, how would Bill Anderson have gotten you onto that or did you get there yourself? 

WL: Bill Anderson was working on a big project of which on the fIrst volume was published. 
It was called something like The History of Political Science Teaching. 

CAC: Oh, my heavens! He started as far back as he could go in the western world? 

WL: That's right. He thought he could do the whole thing from the Greeks up to the 
contemporary scene in one volume. Finally, he published one volume which dealt only with the 
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old Greeks and Romans. Unfortunately, later on before the second volume was published, he 
died. 

CAC: But, he never incorporated your comments on the Old Testament? 

WL: No, no, I don't think he did. I dealt mostly with the covenant that was a treaty, an 
agreement, and all kinds of things of that kind. 

CAC: Here were two towering figures not only in Minnesota but in really in the nation ... how 
do you account for that kind of versatility? Both Quigley and Anderson weren't highly 
specialized? 

WL: They were not? 

CAC: They were good in their own craft; but, their vision was very global? 

WL: Oh, yes. 

CAC: They're writing a history of the teaching of political science and starting with the Greeks. 
No one would do that now? 

WL: I don't know. 

CAC: It would take an unusual kind of courage. 

WL Yes. It did at the time. Quigley together with Professor Vinack at Cincinnati and Blakeslee 
out in one of the smaller eastern universities were really the three main people who introduced 
Asian Studies into this country. 

CAC: Here at Minnesota would be a strange place to have that. 

WL: That's right; but, he did. 

CAC: It's just because of him or was there anything ... ? 

WL: It was essentially him, his person. He did that. Blakeslee did it out on the east coast and 
Vinack did it in the Midwest, Ohio, that area. For a long, long time, many years at least, they 
were about the only major figures in this whole field. Quigley, of course, was outstanding. He 
began to specialize pretty much on the Japanese constitutional situation, the politics and 
constitution of Japan. He wrote, what I would call at that time, the definitive book on the 
Japanese constitution, which was reedited with the help of John Turner after the war ... brought 
up to date. Quigley, of course, went, at least for a year, to the Occupation Government as 
adviser on their new constitution. By a strange quirk of fate, perhaps, my daughter-who was 
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about six or seven by the time Quigley was more or less at the end here-just now spent two 
years in Japan studying the Japanese documents on the Occupation. 

CAC: Heavens. 

WL: She ran across a lot of stuff of Quigley'S and regrets very much that when she was seven 
years old she didn't pump him for more information. [laughter] 

CAC: [laughter] Did Quigley train a large number of persons like yourself during these years? 

WL: Yes, yes. 

CAC: Tell me about some of them because the influence of a great teacher, scholar ... 

WL: I'm at a loss there. I can't give you names. Joyce Libra was one of them. She's now 
teaching at University of Colorado. Myself. There are a number of people. Unfortunately, two 
or three of his people died very, very young. Pohlad was one of them. They were very 
promising people, wrote very good studies on Japanese politics. I don't really know how many 
of his students still survive. John Turner, of course, was one of his students when he came back. 
John started in this ASTP program originally. He came back here and he was one of Quigley's 
students. 

CAC: Was it Quigley'S influence that got many of you into what would come to be the field 
Comparative Government? 

WL: Oh, entirely. I was as far removed from East Asia as it is geographically from here. He 
got me into this field. My dissertation was on China's foreign policy and I'm sure John had no 
particular contact with East Asia before he came here. He, of course, got into it through being 
put into this program by the army. Quigley had a lot of the Asian students. There weren't as 
many Asian students here at that time as there are now in this country; but, many Asian students 
went to his courses. He taught a lot of Asians about themselves. 

CAC: In almost all of these studies, it was not alone the constitution of Japan or the foreign 
policy of China but really in a comparative setting? 

WL: Oh, yes. 

CAC: Was that there at the beginning or did it develop as you folks went along? 

WL: John Lennox Mills was here. You remember him? 

CAC: Yes, indeed. 
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WL: Of course, his speciality was Southeast Asia ... really the British Empire since Southeast 
Asia and South Asia were mostly British. He got into the Southeast Asia field. He was really 
one of the outstanding persons in that area at that time. In fact, in those days, most Americans 
didn't even know there was such a thing as Southeast Asia. He wrote amply in that field. Those 
two were really the main two professors who carried the Asian Studies program. 

CAC: Was this happening elsewhere in the country, that both area studies and comparative 
studies would have been happening at other good universities throughout this country at that 
time? 

WL: Not so much on Asia. I think Yale had a program. Harvard, of course, had a program. 
It depended on individuals. Like the University of Cincinnati had Vinack-whose son is a 
psychologist professor who was in Hawaii; he is not there anymore-and Blakeslee at Clark 
College. Is there such a thing as Clark University? 

CAC: Clark University in Massachusetts. 

WL: It was [unclear]. Then, Berkeley got into the act with Asian Studies. I assume that Hawaii 
had a lot of that going even at that time; although, I'm not really quite sure about that. 

CAC: Would this comparative field have been there in German or in European universities? 

WL: Very little. 

CAC: This is really a postwar phenomenon? 

WL: In Europe you had a few places also depending pretty much on individuals. Stockholm 
has a long tradition of Japanese studies for some strange reason. I don't know why Stockholm 
should have it; but, they had it-still have it. Germany had mostly [unclear]. There was an 
[unclear] professor whose name I don't remember in Berlin; but, he was outstanding. Every 
student went to hear his courses. He had somewhere like 1100 to 1500 students every semester 
in the Auditorium Maximum, as they used to call it. 

CAC: Good heavens. 

WL: They did a good deal in the field of cultural anthropology on Asia. They did practically 
nothing on politics, international relations, because politics really didn't come to Germany until 
after the war, as a result of the American occupation. They introduced political science. Even 
today, political science in Europe is not counted as one of the traditional, what they call, 
faculties, what we would departments. Munich has a Political Science Institute in Europe. If 
you didn't fall into one of the traditional categories, you would create an institute; so, they have 
institutes of political science, which in practice is the same as a department here but it doesn't 
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fit into the traditional categories, philosophy, medicine, theology, history. That is certainly a 
postwar experience for the Germans as far as politics of East Asia are concerned. 

CAC: You get a person like John Turner ... he was doing British, and Soviet, and Chinese, and 
Japanese? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: That was just a global kind of comparative ... 

WL: Yes, that is really comparative. More and more comparative became either very highly 
specialized-you wouldn't take just one country, which isn't really comparative---or you would 
take sort of a kind of quantitative kind of study. 

CAC: This would have come when in the development of the profession? 

WL: Oh, about twenty-five, thirty years ago. At this university, Herb McCloskey-I don't know 
whether you remember him?- ... 

CAC: Oh, yes, indeed. 

WL: ... was originally appointed as Comparative Government person; but, then he switched 
his interest to Political Psychology. He went to Berkeley and is now with one of the foundations 
on the east coast, the Sage Foundation. 

CAC: There was a time here at Minnesota that you, and John Turner, and Quigley, and 
McCloskey were all here on the faculty together? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: How long a period was that before the team began to break up? 

WL: I think McCloskey left before I did. I went to Hawaii permanently in 1963. 

CAC: You had been visiting there before? 

WL: I was visiting from 1961 to 1962. When we came back from 1962 to 1963, we talked 
about Hawaii all the time; so, I said to my wife, "I'll get myself another invitation to Hawaii," 
and I did; and my wife never returned to Minnesota. I returned in 1963 to [unclear] the 
household and this is the first time that I have been back. 

CAC: You wouldn't have been back for twenty years? 
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WL: That's right. This is the first time. 

CAC: What attracted you to Hawaii away from this great university? 

WL: Two things. Academically what attracted me was that the University of Hawaii was a 
relatively small university, mainly sort of an undergraduate teaching university, and they wanted 
to develop their graduate work, and they wanted what they called senior people. I was then 
about fifty maybe. 

CAC: That's senior, sure. You were established and had authority in the field. 

WL: Yes, somewhat. So, they hired me. When I was hired, some people pricked up their ears 
and said, "Why is Levi going to Hawaii and giving up Minnesota?" [unclear] effect, I think for 
a very short time. So, I had a little difficulty when the story went around that Levi was leaving 
Minnesota and going to Hawaii. Why is he trading Hawaii for Minnesota. What's wrong with 
Minnesota? There was absolutely nothing wrong. It was a very, very difficult decision because 
I loved it here and Quigley had retired by that time to Oakton. I described to him how much 
we liked Minnesota and how much we liked Hawaii. I asked him, "What would you do?" He 
said, "How can you go wrong choosing between two goods?" The second reason why we went 
to Hawaii was that we just loved the place. I loved the mixture of cultures. The whole state was 
really developing very rapidly. They began to establish the East West Center there. They got 
[Thomas Hale] Hamilton from the New York State system as president. The legislature was 
extremely generous financially. The university was really going up very, very rapidly and very 
well. It didn't last, unfortunately. I think right now, it's in a very difficult position financially. 
We never really regretted it. We liked it very much. 

CAC: It was just at the moment you left in the early, mid 1960s that Political Science in 
Minnesota began almost to double their staff? 

WL: Yes. The interesting thing was that the first time I was invited to Hawaii was 1961 to 
1962. They had a Carnegie grant that lasted for ten years to invite every year one faculty 
member from the mainland because Hawaii was pretty far away in those days. This rotated 
among departments. When the choice came to the Department of Political Science, they invited 
me. Now, why did they invite me? At that time, the department had only about six people and 
three of them . . . 

CAC: You're teasing ... a full department of six people? 

WL: Yes, six or seven people and three of them were my former students from Minnesota: Bob 
Stauffer, who was also Quigley'S student; Dick Osaki, who is now vice-president for Academic 
Affairs ... he was in our department in Public Administration mainly; Dan Tuttle, who is now 
in our Extension Division Administration in Hawaii; and Allen Saunders, who was then 
chairman, and was then dean, and is now retired. He used to teach here for a short while. The 
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department was, in one way or another, full of us Minnesota people. Of course, I was the 
teacher of most of them at one time or another. 

CAC: In the years you were here, 1945 to 1963 roughly, you were doing both undergraduate 
and graduate instruction? 

WL: Oh, yes, yes. 

CAC: In the graduate field, that's the students you're speaking of? 

WL: Yes. Bob Stauffer was my graduate student ... Dick Osaki, Tuttle. Paul Wonderver was 
here who is now, I think, at Northern lllinois. He was in the Southeast Asia field. He probably 
took work with Mills. I don't really quite know. 

CAC: It was a distinguished faculty; but, very small. Did that mean that your graduate students 
had to work sideways in other departments? I know they would have a minor; but, it would have 
been more true then? 

WL: Probably truer then than it is now. They probably took more history then. 

CAC: What persons in Economics or History would they have normally worked with or would 
it have been a great spread? 

WL: In Hawaii? 

CAC: No, here in Minnesota. 

WL: Oh, here. Oh, no, excuse me. I didn't mean to say we were six people here. There were 
six people in Hawaii. We had more here. I don't know how many but it must have ten or 
twel ve at least. 

CAC: The minor would have carried a greater weight in that size a department of ten or twelve 
... or not? 

WL: No, I don't think so. I had one minor in Economics. I had more minors as a law student 
in Germany than I had here in Political Science. I had a minor in sociology in Germany. I had 
in Switzerland when I graduated an economics minor. I took art ... all in addition to the law 
study; but, here I took mainly Political Science. Of course, as I told you, I only had to take 
thirty credits all together, which wasn't so much. I took Professor Meyer and Yoder in 
Economics. That was about all. 
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CAC: In the period you're talking about here at Minnesota, from 1945 to 1963, in Political 
Science a number of things were happening but you were touching two of them. One is 
Comparative that we've talked about. The other is Area Studies? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: Area Studies were always interdisciplinary? 

WL: Right from the beginning, yes. 

CAC: Where does that derive from? You were really on the ground floor. 

WL: When Area Studies started, I know it was a fashionable thing to do. 

CAC: Fashionable in the country? 

WL: In the country. 

CAC: And because of the war? 

WL: I guess, yes. I think the impression was, here, we were fighting all over the world and we 
knew nothing about these people that we were either fighting against or fighting with. For 
instance, when I began my interest in Australia, people were rather surprised. Of course, they 
did know, I suppose, where Australia was.; but, that's about all they did know. 

CAC: We'd just been allies in the South Pacific with the Australian forces. 

WL: Sure. For us in Hawaii, Micronesia, Polynesia, all these little island states playa great 
role. Here, when you mention Micronesia, they look at you with a pretty blank face and don't 
know what you're talking about. 

CAC: Except for a lot of soldiers like myself who passed through. 

WL: Of course, if you were a soldier. When we got money to develop an Area Study-I think 
it was Ford Foundation money . . . I'm not quite sure-it was assumed that Minnesota was a 
natural for Scandinavian Studies. 

CAC: Sure. 

WL: So, we started Scandinavia Area Study and we had nobody to teach it. We hired a young 
man whose name I don't remember. He came from North Carolina, of all places, where he was 
teaching Scandinavian governments. He came here and was one of the first permanent 
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appointees for Area Study. He had a very small number of students, which neither he or 
anybody else could understand. 

CAC: Did Scandinavian Area Studies incorporate languages and literature at that time? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: Was [Ulrich] Gustafson here then? 

WL: Yes. There was a foundation. There was a core, yes. We couldn't explain why this young 
man had so few students, when in North Carolina, as I remember, he said he had fifty to sixty 
students in his course. Here, I think, he has something like twelve or fifteen students. One day, 
I talked with Professor Anderson, who was the chairman of our department. "Oh," he said, "I 
can explain why you don't get any students. My parents were Scandinavians and when I grew 
up here, I didn't want to have anything to do with Scandinavia. I was an American and I didn't 
hardly want to admit that I was Scandinavian." That probably explains why we didn't have any 
students in our Scandinavian program. We did develop our resources on Scandinavia; but, we 
had, as far as I remember, very, very few students in Scandinavian Studies. 

I had tried to push Australia. Our library facilities were not bad. I think we had somebody in 
the Political Science Department before I came who happened to have a personal interest in 
Australia. I remember that I went back to Australia many times-I have family down there-and 
I bought unending numbers of books. I also got, from every Australian state parliament, their 
parliamentary debates. I think we got them for free. We only had to pay transportation. In 
those days, the Australians were very proud when somebody outside of Australia was interested 
them. Until Duke started their British Commonwealth program, we were about the only ones 
who had any interest. 

CAC: That would be largely gone at Minnesota now ... Australian Studies? I don't think it's 
an active field. 

WL: I haven't checked on that, since I only arrived last night. We must still have all the 
parliamentary debates from the Australian states. 

CAC: Oh, I'm sure they're there. 

WL: We must have one of the best Australian collections in the country. I pushed that for all 
the time that I was here. The thing began to break down when Duke started. I remember I was 
in a second-hand bookstore to buy books for the university and I ran into the librarian from Duke 
University. The minute the Australians began to realize that an Australian program was 
developing, the book prices shot way up, hundreds of percent. That ruined everything. 

CAC: Yes. 
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WL: I have myself a personal ... very good library on Australia. I never paid more than 
. . . not even a pound per book. I sold several of them now for about fifty or sixty pounds 
because these were old things which nobody wanted at that time. 

CAC: Sure. Now, what other areas were opened up in the immediate postwar era here ... this 
Area Studies? You say Scandinavia and then ... ? 

WL: At Minnesota, as far as I remember, only Scandinavia. 

CAC: Not East Asian at that time? I wondering when that came. Now, we have East Asian 
Studies. We have South Asian Studies. We have Northern European Studies. 

WL: Dick Mather came and we began to teach some Japanese Language. 

CAC: But, there was not a formal program when you were here? 

WL: No, I don't think there was. 

[End of Tape 1, Side 11 

[Tape 1, Side 2] 

WL: I don't think there was on East Asia . . . not a formal Area Study program as we called 
them at the time. 

CAC: I understand. People would study in areas, but not a formal ... 

WL: Not a formal Area Studies program, that's right. It fell apart, unfortunately, right after the 
war. We had a lot of Japanese here. When our program was at its height, we had somewhere 
around forty nisei, which we got from the-it wasn't called a concentration camp-the camps in 
California. We had two instructors. One was Mrs. Scanasero and then, a missionary, whose 
name unfortunately I cannot remember. I still have a cartoon that one of the students drew and 
I have it at home. I don't have it here. They were the instructors. The idea was that the 
students would get an hour's instruction as a group, total group, and then they would break up 
into a maximum of ten. Each would get, what we called, a drill instructor. These drill 
instructors were mostly young women whom we got from these camps in California. Then, they 
for some reason or other were allowed to bring family, fathers, parents, brothers, sisters. During 
that time and shortly after the end of the war, we had quite a large Japanese settlement here in 
Minneapolis, in, for instance, Dinkytown. I don't know whether you still call it Dinkytown? 

CAC: Oh, yes. 
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WL: There was a cleaner. There were all kinds of little shops run by Japanese. They were 
extremely well-received during the war. 

CAC: The Unitarian church played a major part in getting that relocation underway. 

WL: Right. Unfortunately, soon after the war, within the next few years after the war, they all 
drifted back to California. They had their ties there. They thought they had land, which, of 
course, was taken away from them. 

CAC: That start on Japanese Area Studies during the war, is broken? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: So, when it's reintroduced later on, it's a fresh start? 

WL: It was a fresh start. 

CAC: There's no continuity? 

WL: There was no continuity, no. All these people were gone. The drill inspectors all left 
again. Students, of course, had come from all over the country. I think one or two lived here 
... except John. John was one of the second year students. In those days, when it began, they 
still drafted people up to, I think, forty or forty-five even; so, our very first group was a very 
unusual group. We had the first violinist of the Chicago Symphony. We had the NBC [National 
Broadcasting Company] announcer from the Chicago area. We had some really outstanding 
individuals here. Pretty soon, they began to take very much younger people. You asked earlier 
why I was not drafted. I was deferred at first because I was assistant to Quigley in this army 
program. Then, I was deferred because I became director of the army program and, then, the 
rule came that no more deferments. We need everybody up to age thirty-five. On a Monday, 
I remember, I got the letter, "Greetings from the President. Report to Fort Snelling on Friday." 
On Wednesday, they reduced the draft age from thirty-five to thirty-three and I was just over 
thirty-three; so, I got out of the draft and I continued my directorship of the Japanese Area 
Training Program. 

CAC: Could you share some memories about the size of the university operation? It just 
exploded in the number of students in 1945 to 1950, 1951, 1952. 

WL: Oh, yes. We had enormous emollments. I remember that Lennox Mills used to teach, 
what we called, a World Politics course. It was a very popular course because Mills was a very 
good teacher. He went on a sabbatical and I took over that course. I remember that we had 
between 300 and 350 students just in an undergraduate course. Now, that wasn't exactly typical 
of all our undergraduate courses. That was a pretty large course. 
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CAC: Your typical load would have what then as a young member of the faculty? 

WL: That was always very good ... about two courses ... sometimes three but mostly two 
courses. 

CAC: That standard has been around a long time then? 

WL: A long time. Minnesota had always been very generous with teaching loads. Under 
William Anderson, who was then chairman-he was a very, very good chairman-the whole 
department was run very paternalistically. Quigley ran it ... Anderson ran it ... there wasn't, 
what we now call, democracy in departments. These two gentleman were very good dictators, 
let's put it that way. [laughter] Minnesota was one of the YITY. few places-I'm a living example 
of that-where you didn't have to play the usual academic game. I got an offer from somewhere 
else, what will you do for me? ... this kind of game. When Minnesota-that was true, I think, 
of most departments-had somebody that they thought was good and they wanted to keep, they 
did something for the person. You didn't have to go out and fish for offers somewhere else and 
come back to your department and say, will you do this or that for me? They were very, very 
good. William Anderson said at one time, "Good students take care of themselves. You don't 
have to worry too much about them. Just give them a chance." He felt that you shouldn't 
overload young people with teaching so that they would have time to develop their research 
capabilities, which they did. I think that was one of the reasons why Minnesota became one of 
the outstanding Political Science departments in the country. 

I remember one situation. We had a department meeting and several of us younger people-Herb 
McCloskey, myself ... John had then become an instructor, I think-and Bill Anderson began 
to reminisce a little bit. Quincy Wright was, by that time, one of the outstanding professors at 
Chicago in International Law. Clarence Gow who was in public administration was at Harvard 
or somewhere on the east coast. He [Anderson] began to point out that all these great big 
professors had all started at Minnesota; so, all us younger people looked at each other feeling, 
what are we still doing here? What's wrong with us? 

CAC: [laughter] 

WL: Why are we still here? [laughter] It was just an extremely attractive place and I guess it 
still is. 

CAC: Had the democratization in the department started by the time you left in 1963? 

WL: Not really, not really. 

CAC: So, Lloyd Short carried on that same kind of ... 
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WL: Lloyd Short carried on pretty much that situation. There certainly was no democratization 
in the sense that most decisions were made by committees in the way in some departments they 
are now ... let alone draw in graduate students or undergraduate students. We do that at Hawaii 
very much. 

CAC: That came in the late 1960s. 

WL: I must say that I was not at all involved in any kind of administration. 

CAC: That would be true in the college and the university as well? 

WL: Right. 

CAC: You weren't expected to serve on committees? 

WL: Not at all. That was a total surprise to me. When I came to Hawaii, for some reason that 
I don't know, I got into one committee and that was fatal because from then on, I got into 
virtually every committee. I became chairman of the faculty. Suddenly, I was deeply involved 
in administration, especially when Harlan Cleveland, who is now here, was president. I was 
very, very close to him and we worked very, very closely together. That was totally new. As 
a matter of fact, I didn't even know when I was at Minnesota there was such a thing as a senate. 
I just did my thing. I was sitting in the library day in and day out, and at my typewriter, and 
my teaching, my advising. That there was such a thing as a senate and faculty representation, 
I wasn't even aware of. 

CAC: Or even committees within the departments? 

WL: No, I wasn't participating in any of that. That was not at all resented. On the contrary, 
they pushed research. They pushed publication. But, again, not in the bad sense of publish or 
perish. It was just that you could do what you were inclined to do. If you were inclined to 
publish, then you got all the freedom you wanted. 

CAC: Were there internal research grants from the graduate school, for example, in the years 
you were here or did you have to find your support outside the university? 

WL: I had support from the outside quite a bit. 

CAC: What foundations would have been active in your field? 

WL: Rockefeller... Ford started and Fulbright. 

CAC: Were you ever on Fulbright during these years? 
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WL: Oh, yes. Unfortunately, I didn't know they had a quota system; but, if you have had two 
or three Fulbrights, you don't get anymore. I didn't know that. 

CAC: I didn't know that. Where had you gone? 

WL: I was in Australia. I was in Germany. 

CAC: That's while you were here at Minnesota? 

WL: Yes. Then in Germany, I got additional grants from German foundations in Germany, in 
Munich. 

CAC: When were you in Germany on Fulbright? 

WL: That was already when I was again in Hawaii. That was 1967 when I taught a year in 
Munich. 

CAC: I see. 

WL: Just now, two days ago, I rejected another invitation to spend a year in Munich-not on a 
Fulbright this time. I can't get anymore Fulbrights. 

CAC: You had left Germany in 1934? 

WL: No, in 1933 when Hitler came. Immediately. 

CAC: You hadn't been in Germany from 1933 to 1967? 

WL: No, no, I was back in 1947. You remember SPAN? 

CAC: Oh, yes. 

WL: That still exists. 

CAC: Oh, indeed it does. 

WL: Student Project for Amity Among Nations. 

CAC: My daughter was on SPAN. 

WL: Oh, really? 

CAC: In Greece. 
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WL: I took the second group. It started in 1946 and in 1947, I took ten students to Gennany. 
We were the first Gennan civilian groups to be pennitted to go into Gennany. 

CAC: As a refuge ... tell me about that. 

WL: Yes. That was a fascinating experience. We lived on anny facilities. In fact, this watch, 
I bought at a PX [Post Exchange] there. [laughter] Each one had a program. Some have made 
very good careers. A very strange coincidence ... I was in Europe last year, a month in 
Munich, and they have Radio Free Europe that you probably know about. They broadcast to east 
Europe. The present director is now Jay Gildner who was one of the SPAN members with me 
at the time. He made a career in government. He was director of the Amerika Haus in Berlin. 
He was the diplomatic adviser to Jacqueline Kennedy when she went on their trips. He just last 
year arrived in Munich to be director of Radio Free Europe. 

CAC: If you were there in 1947, that's very soon after the end of the war. 

WL: Very soon. 

CAC: Going back as a Gennan/Jewish refugee must have been filled with all kinds of tension? 

WL: We had an absolutely fantastic session. The United States Information Agency-it wasn't 
called that at the time-organized an international seminar at Marburg University. The reason 
they chose Marburg is because Marburg wasn't bombed; so, the university was functioning. It 
was a three-week seminar. Every week they had one other person. I was there in the second 
week. There were English, French, Gennans ... pilots and so on. There was clearly something 
like a glass wall between me and the students. Nobody really wanted to touch on the war, you 
see. They all went around it. I felt it was pretty useless to stand up there and-quote-teach 
democracy-end of quote-to these people. 

CAC: Sure. 

WL: So, I deliberately brought the subject onto the war. I can tell you that one of the Gennan 
students, who had been a pilot, raised his hand and I asked, "Yes?" He said, "Why did you 
bomb Bad Rothenburg ob der Tauber? That's a tiny little medieval town ... every American 
tourist goes there. "That was absolutely no strategic object. Why did you bomb it?" I said, 
"That's why we hate war. These kinds of things happen. You don't make fine distinctions 
anymore and that's why it's so horrible. Besides," I said, "you must remember, that it was the 
Nazis ... Remember Warsaw, how it was bombed, and Rotterdam, and Coventry, and all these 
bombardments?" Then, he made a statement that I run to in India and all over the world. He 
said, "We didn't expect anything better from the Nazis; but, you were democrats and you 
shouldn't have done it." 

CAC: I see. What a wonderful double standard. 
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WL: The boomerang came back, you see. We always had created this picture in the rest world 
that we were the protectors of the small states, the underdogs ... the knights in shining armor; 
and now, they expected us to behave that way and we didn't. I had almost exactly, literally, the 
same experience in India a year or two later when they talked about all of our military alliance, 
the sabre rattling. I said, "Remember"-no, it was later than a year later ... it was in the early 
1950s- ... 

CAC: It was probably in [John Foster] Dulles Administration? 

WL: ... "that the first military alliance was between Communist China and Communist Russia 
in 1950; so, why don't you talk about that?" I said, "If you're academic you've got to be 
objective and you look for the facts." "Oh," he said, "we didn't expect anything better from the 
communists; but, from you we expected something better." Same idea. 

CAC: That's interesting. 

WL: We had a student here-I don't know whether you want that or not-who was a graduate 
student in our department at Minnesota and he was utterly critical of the United States. He made 
himself very unpopular. He had a girlfriend and I talked with her . . . also German. I said, 
"What is the matter with him?" She said, "You should hear him praise the United States to high 
heaven when he goes back on vacation to Germany." I said, "How do you explain that?" She 
said, "He grew up ... his father was a secret socialist and he brought up his children against the 
Nazis and held out the United States as the great idea. When he came here, he began to realize 
that there is anti-Semitism here. There is anti-racism [sic] here ... and all the bad things which 
he didn't think existed here. The reason why he is criticizing everything and everybody is he 
wants to improve them. He wants to change that and so he makes himself obnoxious." Later, 
he married, what would now be, the Crown Princess of Germany. 

CAC: Heavens. 

WL: Then, unfortunately, he committed suicide. It's this kind of thing that comes back all the 
time. We had foreign students very early here. 

CAC: I see. After the war? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: Do have any idea what that size might have been? 

WL: No, no. I'm sorry. 

CAC: Tell me something about the origins of SPAN. I hadn't realized that you were one of the 
founding fathers. 
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WL: I wasn't really a founding father. The very first group ... Herbert McCloskey took a 
group. 

CAC: That would have been in 1946? 

WL: In 1946. 

CAC: Where did he take them? 

WL: I think to ... No, one of my groups went to Czechoslovakia just when the Communists 
took over in Czechoslovakia. Harold Quigley's daughter went to Czechoslovakia in that year, 
too. 

CAC: Where did the idea come from? Who started it? 

WL: I really can't tell you that. I suppose the students themselves. 

CAC: Students knew you and asked you to take a group to Germany? 

WL: Yes, to take a group to Germany. I was relatively young then. They like to have young 
people ... 

CAC: That still is a kind of tendency. 

WL: It was a very good group. John Erickson was one of them. He's now a dean down at 
... south Wisconsin there's a college-Ed Vine is at Green Bay-a well-known college in south 
Wisconsin. 

CAC: Beloit? 

WL: Beloit ... one of those, yes. Most of these young people have made very good careers; 
so, they showed their interests and qualifications rather early. 

CAC: Again in 1946 ... it's now 1984 ... that's nearly forty years, thirty-eight years and still 
going strong. 

WL: It is. 

CAC: It's got four groups out this coming summer. 

WL: Yes. I get their literature always. 

CAC: As I say, my daughter went to Greece two summers ago and had a wonderful experience. 
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WL: Yes. We had some very strange experiences. One of the students was a fellow by the 
name of Sandstrom. I lost track of him. He was a psychologist. What he tried to do is he 
translated the Miller Multiphasic, the Minnesota [Multiphasic Personality Inventory - MMPI] into 
German without adjusting it to their culture, especially at that time. He had the strangest 
experience. For instance, one of the questions deals with a football and he translated football 
literally into FuBball ... German. Now, a German FuBball is soccer. That's round and the 
American football, of course, is oval; so, it didn't fit at all. 

CAC: That was pretty daring though because later, the MMPI would be translated into eighty 
different languages. 

WL: Oh, yes. One other question was-you have to remember this was 1947 in Germany and 
the currency reform hadn't taken place yet so they had hardly anything to eat-do you ever lack 
appetite? The Germans just burst out laughing when he asked that question. Then, several began 
to refuse to answer because they thought that was outright indecent. Many of the questions 
referred to the sex habits of their parents. They thought that was nobody's business even if they 
knew about it. [laughter] 

CAC: Sure. Bravo. 

WL: He had no great success with his particular project. 

CAC: But these are undergraduates? 

WL: Oh, yes. 

CAC: What a wonderful thing to have that idea of even trying to do that as an undergraduate. 

WL: Sure. We had this session there in Marburg. When I brought this war business up ... the 
session was at five o'clock and at nine o'clock at night, we were still sitting in the Botanical 
Gardens of the university. It was like a revival session. Short of having foam in front of their 
mouths, all these Germans began to get all their guilt feelings out of themselves. After that, the 
course went beautifully. There was nothing that wasn't mentioned, nothing that was taboo 
anymore. Later on, I inquired what the effect was. You have to remember this summer and I 
was teaching in shirt sleeves, and I was sitting on the desk, and I was absolutely not what the 
Germans considered to be the prototype of a professor. Somebody told me later what I said 
about democracy didn't interest them very much; but, what really brought democracy to them was 
that the professor was sitting on a desk in shirt sleeves, dangling his legs down, and teaching the 
students. That, they thought was very democratic. [laughter] 

CAC: It is true of central European students still coming to this country ... to get used to the 
informality of the American seminar . . . 
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WL: Right. 

CAC: I've had several myself. They have a hard time knowing ... 

WL: Oh, yes, very, very difficult. I remember at the time, my predecessor [unclear] was 
Professor Konig who was a great sociologist. He's probably dead now. He was the typical 
German professor and students wouldn't dare to open their mouths. The last two days of his 
period, I set in-he didn't know who I was-and he made such nonsensical statements that I 
couldn't take it anymore. I raised my hand, which was unusual anyway, and he called on me, 
"Yes?" I said, "First you said this and now you're saying this. This doesn't seem to jibe very 
wel1." He got red in his face and for the rest of the hour, he just stammered along. He just 
didn't know what to do anymore. I felt so sorry for the guy, I wished I had let him alone. 
German professors just don't expect that kind of thing. 

CAC: Now, your own training in Germany and Switzerland would have been more formal and 
authoritative? 

WL: Oh, yes, very much so. 

CAC: Did you have a hard time adjusting? Very quickly, here you are a democratic teacher. 

WL: No. When I came here, I became a worker, first in the wood working factory and that, I 
suppose, prepared me for that. Then, of course, even though Professor Quigley ... you knew 
him? 

CAC: I came in 1951 and I knew him a bit; but, I didn't know him well. 

WL: He was a very distinguished gentleman. 

CAC: Yes. 

WL: He seemed to be very unapproachable; but, once you got to know him, he was avery, very 
pleasant gentleman and extremely sympathetic. It was just his outside manner, you see. It took 
me years before I called him "Quig," even after I was his colleague. Now, calling people by 
their first name is not very European to begin with. 

CAC: No. Another is the big generational difference. I came here when A.C. Krey was our 
chairman. He was like Quigley. 

WL: Oh, yes, I remember him. 
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CAC: He was an elderly gentleman, very fonnal, very friendly, very supportive; but, I never 
called him anything but Mr. Krey until he died. Never. Now, kids come in and call me a 
nickname or worse. 

WL: Clarke. Sure, there are no distinctions. I, personally, have been accused of being an elitist 
and I still am when it comes to the university. I just think there are some people with more 
experience than others. [laughter] I remember here was Quigley. He came out. We lived at 
Lake Owasso. As I mentioned, my daughter Antonia, when he came out, maybe she was five 
years old, and she was always very good at English. She speaks and writes very, very 
beautifully. We went down. We had a little lake lot there and there was a dock out. Here was 
this distinguished gentleman, Professor Quigley, and Toni was with me. We went down there 
and Quigley said to me, "Werner, can I go out to the dock?" Suddenly, this peepsy voice of 
Antonia came and said, You mean, 'May I?'" don't you?" 

CAC: [laughter] 

WL: This distinguished Professor Quigley burst out laughing. He just became very human all 
of a sudden-which he really was; but, it didn't show. I'll never forget that scene. 

CAC: Would Quigley or Bill Anderson have shared with you ... their careers here, and how 
they came, and how they built their careers? 

WL: No. I think Bill Anderson had his whole career here. I think Blakeslee was one of 
Quigley's teachers. 

CAC: You're describing a department that I knew as a very young person coming here in which 
the authority was concentrated in the elder statesmen. 

WL: Oh, definitely, yes. 

CAC: And those persons had been brought here by Guy Stanton Ford? 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: In many departments ... I wonder whether Ford was responsible for Anderson and 
Quigley as he was for [Herbert] Heaton, and Krey, and [Harold] Deutch. He just brought all 
these people here as dean of the Graduate School. 

WL: Is that right? No, I can't tell you that. I don't know. 

CAC: We're having the Ford lectures again next week. 

WL: Oh, yes? 
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CAC: Yes. This has been very interesting. Are there other things that we should touch on here, 
Werner? We've covered a lot of ground. 

WL: Yes. I can't really think of anything very basic. There are certain things about William 
Anderson, for instance, which I think are rather characteristic of the older generation of which 
I am now a member but was not at that time. I had come from England. We had lived in 
England almost five years. You know how the English system of hiring people is? They 
advertise. When there's an opening in England, they advertise it in the Newstatesman and Nation 
and the Economist and some of these more intellectually inclined journals and anybody that is 
interested can apply. That was not the system that was done here. Now, you have to because 
of non-discrimination. I remember, I was only the young instructor at the department meeting 
and Bill Anderson said, "We are going to have an opening and I want you gentleman all to think 
whether you know somebody that you can contact or whether you know somebody who may 
know somebody." 

CAC: The old boys' network. 

WL: That's right. I raised my hand and innocently said, "Why don't we advertise?" Bill 
Anderson almost fainted. 

CAC: [laughter] 

WL: He said, "Werner, we can't do a thing like that!" I said, "Why not? They do it all over 
the British Empire, places like Oxford and Cambridge advertise." He said, "Not in this country. 
If we would advertise that would mean that Minnesota has no way of finding anybody except 
by advertisement. That would be way below our dignity." 

CAC: Right. 

WL: "We can't do a thing like that." 

CAC: That's a wonderful commentary. 

WL: That's the kind of institution it was. 

CAC: Just at the time you were leaving, in the early to mid 1960s, is when everything changed? 

WL: Is that right? 

CAC: You know that. Hawaii wouldn't be different. It was just all around. 

WL: Yes, of course. Sure. 
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CAC: Since you've been away, you don't travel back to the states much for political science 
conventions? 

WL: Not at all. I was at one or two conventions, maybe three, in all my life. One of the 
reasons why I went from Hawaii was that we needed young people and I hired ... 

[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 

[Tape 2, Side 1] 

WL: ... the northern route, the polar route to Europe or else I go the other direction to 
Australia and so on. I haven't been to the mainland at all. 

CAC: You travel east though? 

WL: To Australia and Asia, I travel and, then again to Europe; but, I don't go much to the 
mainland. 

CAC: This is really a homecoming. 

WL: It certainly is. That's exactly the expression my brother used when he wrote me and I told 
him I was going here ... "You're really going home." When I left Minnesota, of course, they 
didn't want me to leave and the last argument they used was, "Y ou're going to be way out there 
in the Pacific somewhere. You'll never see anybody." Now, one of my two fields, of course, 
is Asian Studies and I've seen 100 times more people than I'd ever seen before while I was here. 

CAC: They came to you instead of your going to them. 

WL: Of course. Either they come to Hawaii or they go through Hawaii. 

CAC: Would this be true of old friends in Minnesota? Do they come to visit you in Hawaii? 

WL: Yes, lots of them were there, lots of people. John was out there and the late Charles 
McLauhglin whose lecture I am here to give. 

CAC: He wasn't a colleague ... a contemporary? I thought he came a bit later? No? 

WL: No, no. When I came, he was in the military and, then, he came back. We were good 
friends. Lloyd Short was out there and [unclear] out there . . . all kinds of Minnesota people. 
The fact is that Minnesota is really way out of the way up north, you know. You have to invite 
people to come. In Hawaii, they come voluntarily. [laughter] 

CAC: Will you see Harlan Cleveland while you're here? 
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WL: I will see him, yes ... twice. I will have lunch with him and, then, I will see him Friday 
night. 

CAC: It's good to have an old colleague and friend come back and renew these ... 

WL: Yes. 

CAC: You don't look any different than you did twenty years ago. 

WL: Oh, I must have looked pretty old when I was fifty or thirty. [laughter] 

CAC: What else have we to touch on? You see when you open up a conversation ... you said 
you had nothing to say. 

WL: Yes, it goes from one thing to another. Yes. 

CAC: Here you are on Anzac Day, April 25. 

WL: Right. 

CAC: Do they celebrate that? Do you have a sense of that in Australia? 

WL: Oh, yes. 

CAC: I was wondering when I hung out the flag today if there was any other country that would 
celebrate as a holiday a national defeat. Gallipoli [peninsula] was just a catastrophe. 

WL: Yes, yes. 

CAC: We have Memorial Day ... that is every country has. Is it practiced as a Memorial Day 
in Australia? 

WL: No, not really. In a way ... our heroes and this kind of thing. 

CAC: But, they were heroes in defeat which is [unclear]. 

WL: Yes. [unclear] to France. Last year, I mentioned to, I was in Europe. I went from Paris 
to Strasbourg and then down to Switzerland by car; so, I cross all these battlefields, even the 
Meuse-Argonne Line. All over the place, there are signs on the freeways ... This field of honor 
... This is the great honorable this and that. I asked myself, My god! you lost the war if you 
remember . . . but whatever comes through. Everything is great, big, honorable, honor of 
success, our heroes and so forth. Any young Frenchman who would grow up would think they 
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certainly beat everybody. [laughter] When, in fact, it was they who were the ones who were 
the victims. 

CAC: There can't be an acre in that country that wasn't fought over twice ... in the two wars. 

WL: It's terrible. There are cemeteries all over the place. It's pathetic. Yet, you know how 
they are now ... independent. They want to play their own role, le grand nation. It's very, very 
strange. 

CAC: I'm glad that John reminded me that you were coming and we had this time. What I'm 
trying to piece together, Werner, is kind of an informal history. So often, we rely on the 
documents and they're all formal and hierarchical. 

WL: Yes. They don't give you the insight. 

CAC: This summer I hope to locate some former students. Now, you're a former graduate 
student; but, I'm trying to locate some people who were just here and talk with them. 

WL: As students. 

CAC: It's been interesting. I've had a research assistant to do background on different 
departments; so, then I can fit in the chronology and framework and try to figure it out. I thank 
you very much. 

WL: Thank you for having me. 

[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 

[End of the Interview] 
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