
Minutes* 
 

Faculty Consultative Committee 
Friday, February 13, 2009 

4:00 – 5:30 
409 Campus Club 

 
 
Present: Emily Hoover (chair), Carol Chomsky, Shawn Curley, Dan Dahlberg, Marti Hope 

Gonzales, Michael Hancher, Martin Sampson, Cathrine Wambach, Becky Yust 
 
Absent: None counted for a meeting called on short notice 
 
Guests:  Retired Dean Robert Holt (Graduate School), Regents Professor John Sullivan 
  
Other: none 
 
[In these minutes:  closing the Graduate School] 
 
 
 The Committee met with retired Dean Robert Holt and Regents Professor John Sullivan to 
discuss the implications of the decision to eliminate the Graduate School and move its functions into the 
Provost's office.  Following the departure of Dean Holt, the Committee considered elements that should 
be included in any statement it would issue about the change. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
* These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 

Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represents the views of, nor are they 
binding on, the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 



Minutes* 
 

Faculty Consultative Committee 
Thursday, February 19, 2009 

1:15 – 3:30 
238A Morrill Hall 

 
 
Present: Emily Hoover (chair), Gary Balas, Susan Berry, Nancy Carpenter, Carol Chomsky, 

Shawn Curley, William Durfee, Janet Fitzakerley, Marti Hope Gonzales, Michael 
Hancher, Kathryn Hanna, Caroline Hayes, Judith Martin, Michael Oakes, Martin 
Sampson, Becky Yust 

 
Absent: Dan Dahlberg, Brian Isetts, Nelson Rhodus, Cathrine Wambach 
 
Guests: Deans Steven Crouch, John Finnegan, Allen Levine, and James Parente; President 

Bruininks 
  
Other: Kathryn Stuckert (Office of the President) 
 
[In these minutes:  (1) Academic Health Center reorganization and closing the Graduate School; (2) 
discussion with the President; (3) Faculty Senate docket] 
 
 
 Professor Hoover convened the meeting at 1:15 and asked for a motion to close it and go off the 
record.  The motion was made and passed unanimously. 
 
1. Academic Health Center Reorganization and Graduate School Elimination 
 
 The Committee and the deans spent 75 minutes discussing the reorganization of the Academic 
Health Center and the elimination of the Graduate School.  The discussion focused on both the process 
and the merits of the decisions. 
 
 Professor Hoover thanked the deans for taking the time to join the Committee. 
 
2. Discussion with the President 
 
 Professor Hoover welcomed President Bruininks to the meeting.  The primary focus of the hour-
long discussion was the decision about the Graduate School, both process and merits; secondarily there 
was discussion of budget issues.   The President concurred in general with the Committee view that the 
consultation process should be improved.  It was agreed that the President could ask to join the 
Committee at any of its regular meetings to discuss major decisions being considered, or that Professor 
Hoover would call a meeting of the Committee on short notice if needed.  The Committee and the 
President also agreed that some discussions about possible decisions would need to remain confidential, 
others would not, and some decisions could occupy a middle ground, allowing for a short comment 
period.  
 

                                                           
* These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 

Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represents the views of, nor are they 
binding on, the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 



 Professor Hoover noted that the Committee had sent the President a letter expressing its deep 
dismay at the complete lack of consultation with faculty governance on a matter of enormous importance, 
the future of the Graduate School.  The letter also expressed concern both about the implications of the 
decision for graduate education and for the reputation of the University as well as for the future of faculty 
governance at the University. 
 
 Professor Hoover thanked the President for joining the meeting. 
 
3. Faculty Senate Docket 
 
 The Committee voted unanimously to approve the Faculty Senate docket for the March 5 
meeting, including an item for action to establish health-care savings accounts for faculty. 
 
 Professor Hoover adjourned the meeting at 3:30. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 


