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Interviewed by Associate Dean Ann M. Pflaum 
University of Minnesota 

Interviewed on June 10, 1999 

Daniel Wascoe - DW 
Ann Pflaum - AP 

AP: It is June 10, 1999. This is Ann Pflaum and I am interviewing Dan Wascoe. Dan, do you want 
to introduce yourself in terms of your class? 

DW: Sure. Officially, I was a member of the Class of 1966; although, I did not get my degree until 
1967 because ofa fellowship that I served in Mexico for a year and on which I had to write a paper 
before I got my diploma. So, I think of myself as the Class of 1966. 

AP: Can you describe, perhaps, where you went to high school, what your experience at the 
university as a student was like, before we get into your [Minnesota] Daily, and what professors you 
may remember? 

DW: I attended Robbinsdale High School, which is now closed. I graduated in 1962. I was the 
editor of the school paper there; that's where my interest in journalism began. I was a commuter 
student for all four years that I was on campus. I lived at home in Golden Valley. I drove in 
everyday. This was the era of the old Washington Avenue Bridge, so I made many treks across that 
exposed structure to classes that I had on the very early developing West Bank. I toyed with the idea 
of a double major in political science and journalism ... ended up with a strong minor in poli sci 
[political science] and did major in journalism. 

Professors that I remember tend to be those in the Journalism School, since that was my passion then 
and still is, to a large degree. Professors such as Mitch Charnley and George Hage stand out in 
particular. There was a camaraderie in the school then. I think the faculty were committed to the 
student experience. There was a lot of one-on-one, a lot of emphasis on professional training as 
opposed to academic research, which has since helped divide some of the faculty members at the 
Journalism School. 

I have very fond memories. On a very large campus, Murphy Hall was a haven for me, as it was for 
many students then and the Daily office was a haven within the haven. I was on the Daily for three 
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years, sophomore through senior. I started out as a reporter. The second year, I was city editor and 
the final year, was elected editor by the Board of Publications. My wife and I met at the Daily. 

AP: What was Joyce's maiden name? 

DW: Schubert, S-c-h-u-b-e-r-t. She was the editor of her high school paper at Edison in northeast 
Minneapolis. She also was journalism major with a strong interest in political science. In fact, we 
shared a class but really didn't know each other until meeting at the Daily. 

A lot of my life is bound up and continues to be bound up at the university. I've remained active on 
the Journalism Alumni Board for years, both as president and founder of its mentoring program and 
as an ex -officio member who just sort of provides a little continuity and institutional memory for the 
newer members of that board. 

AP: The school has gone through some transitions, hasn't it? 

DW: Transitions is a kind word; trauma is almost more accurate, I think. I think it's really on its way 
back with a vengeance now. I couldn't be more delighted with the way things are going. 

AP: Who is the director now? 

DW: Al Tims, T -i-m-s. He was a faculty member and stepped in on an interim basis while a search 
was made for an outside director. That search ran into some hard times and the job that Al did as 
interim director impressed many people. He really seemed to take to heart some of the concerns of 
alumni as well as faculty and administration and wove them together. He was helped, I think, in 
timing by the advent of [President] Mark Yudofand his interest in new communications technology. 
That translated into support from the legislature and, now, we face the prospect of a gutted and 
refurbished Murphy Hall and renewed contacts between the School ofJournalism and the professional 
community. It's just a whole different spirit that has infused that building. Maybe one day, they'll 
even revive the old Dog Watch Days every spring when the faculty and students would play softball 
and it was a very, very collegial atmosphere. I would like to think there would be ways ofretuming 
to that. 

AP: What does the expression "Dog Watch" ... Is that a naval term or is it a baseball term? 

DW: In the police business-I think the origins are similar in journalism-it refers to the very late 
night shift. 

AP: Did you play baseball late at night? 

D W: No, no. It was just sort of a reference to the fact that a lot of news papering gets done at night. 

AP: Oh, okay. 
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[laughter] 

AP: Do you have any particular events that you covered personally as a Daily journalist that come 
back to you as, gosh! that was a phenomenal opportunity or was it more administrative, simply 
getting the job done and getting the press out? 

DW: It varied with each year. When I was a reporter, I covered a lot of different kinds of stories. I 
guess the story that comes to mind most-this will not be surprising-is November 22, 1963. 

AP: I can understand that. 

DW: The Daily put out an extra. I was in my first month or two as a Daily reporter. I was heading 
towards a class, early afternoon on that day, when I passed somebody coming out of Murphy Hall 
who said, "Did you hear the President [John F. Kennedy] has been shot?" I hadn't. I went 
immediately to the Daily office and the decision was being made to put out an extra and I spent the 
rest of that afternoon skipping classes and writing a story about what was happening on campus in the 
face of this news. Of course, the ensuing days, as they were for everybody who was alive in this 
country back then, were just memorable. It was one of the few times in my life I ever kept a journal. 
So, that's one of my strongest memories as a reporter on the Daily. 

AP: Was there any kind of service at Coffman or Northrop? 

DW: There must have been. I don't remember that. 

AP: I'll go back and look at it. It would be fun to look at the issue just to see what happened. 

DW: Yes. In many senses, this has been written about, perhaps, ad nauseam, but for many of us who 
identified with the Kennedy we knew then-we didn't know everything about him; that was our 
president-it was a real sort of end of innocence for a lot of fo lks. 

AP: Yes, that's right. 

Fast forward to your time as editor. 

DW: Okay. 

AP: A lot of people, probably, don't carry around in their heads much of an impression of how major 
a newspaper the Daily is in terms of American colleges. It's kind of the Notre Dame of newspapers. 
You know better than I; how would you describe it so that our readers might have a sense of what 
the Daily is like? 

DW: I think a lot of the Daily's reputation springs from the fact that it is a daily newspaper on one of 
the largest campuses in the country. Circulation counts for a lot. Beyond that, there has been a 
tradition of famous people who have come out of that school and that publication, people ranging 

Daniel Wascoe Interview 3 



". atii $ tll.JU) •. R. £lag,; ,.,M9~ 

from Eric Sevareid, Torn Hagen, Max Shulman, Harry Reasoner, a long distinguished line of 
folks ... Harrison Salisbury. That has given some luster over the years. There were a lot of awards 
that the Daily won from various organizations who made it their business to compare college 
newspapers. I think some of the quality sterns from the fact, again, that we are on a large campus and 
the pool of talent was larger than it is elsewhere. It also was helped by the fact I mentioned 
earlier. .. the collegial nature of Murphy Hall. The Daily's offices, then, were in the basement ofthe 
Journalism School and there was a very close relationship between the faculty and the students, not in 
an overbearing way but in sort ofa kindly professorial way. It was not unheard of at all-iffact, it 
was sought-that the faculty would offer critiques of the Daily. That is a link that has been lost in 
recent years. I think, again, under AI Tim and, perhaps, under the new Daily editors, there will be an 
effort to rekindle that spirit. In fact, I just heard recently there might be sort of a bureau office in the 
refurbished Murphy Hall that the Daily would use because it's main offices now are somewhat 
removed from the center of the campus. 

AP: Sure it is; that's right. 

DW: That would be at least a stepping-stone to that. Those, I think, are some of the contributing 
factors. 

AP: A lot of the activism would have corne after your years as editor. Were there some 
demonstrations when you were editor? The big ones, 1968, 1969, and 1972, are the one that we 
think about. 

DW: There were demonstrations, not always on the same issues. One of the demonstrations that I 
remember vaguely-my memory was rekindled because I looked over my file of Dailys and scanned 
them before I carne over here today for this interview-involved a protest about a tuition increase. 
Now, that hardly seems, perhaps, like one of the burning issues of the day, when you had Vietnam 
and Civil Rights, but it certainly reflected the start of an increasing reliance on fees and the reaction to 
that change. If you look at what the tuition was then, it's almost laughable, but the fact that you 
would even increase it at a land-grant university, supposedly with access to all ... Even a little bit of 
an increase was regarded with anger, particularly when students weren't consulted. Many students 
had the brashness to think that they ought to be consulted back then. [laughter] So, there was a 
protest on that. There was a lot of active discussion on some of those issues from Vietnam to Civil 
Rights. But, you're correct that the big demonstrations came later. 

AP: One of the things that I'm trying to trace down is an experience in the mid 1960s in Peach 
County, Georgia, where a delegation of about thirty Minnesotans, organized here at the university in 
response to Dr. King, went down for a summer of voter registration. 

DW: Zev Aelony was a name that comes to mind. I think he was an older student then. That was at 
a time when most people went through the university in four years-quite a change from these days. 

Just as a parenthetical commentary, I would say, I think one reason people are going through in a 
longer time now sterns from those tuition increases. Kids have to work now. I think that has been 
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one trade-off We can bemoan the fact that kids aren't moving through the process swiftly, but some 
of it is stemming from those tuition increases-closed parentheses. 

Yes, I remember. By the way, I don't know if you need the spelling, but he was one of the key 
activists of that time ... Z-e-v A-e-l-o-n-y. I have not heard his name since those days, but he was very 
involved in the voter registration efforts and Civil Rights delegations that would go from the 
university to the South. 

AP: It's interesting that one of the people that went on Peach County delegation was Jack Mogelson, 
who is now a labor leader. 

DW: Yes. 

AP: I hope to call him up to get his read. It must have been a very a very unusual experience for 
Minnesota young people to find themselves in Peach County, Georgia. 

DW: That name is certainly familiar and there are others from that era, from my era, who were 
involved in student politics and those issues that remain familiar to this day. Howard Kaibel, who ... 

AP: Sure. 

DW: ... was vice-president of the Student Association under Walt Bachman. 

AP: K-a-i-b-e-l? 

DW: That's right. 

AP: Howie, he used to be called. 

DW: That's right, exactly. And Vance Opperman was a leading Minnesota Student Association 
senator then and remains, to this day, a political operative, as well as a very well financed 
businessman. There was a core of people who cut their ideological teeth at the university and not just 
in an academic sense; they were involved with the events of the day and that nurturing and their 
activism has continued for many of those people throughout their lives. 

AP: Matt Stark was the coordinator of this trip to Georgia. 

DW: Yes. 

AP: If someone were to ask you, where did these ideas come from ... ? Were these standard issues at 
all Big Ten schools or was there something in the town/gown interaction, in the DFL or Republican 
Party traditions? Where did these come from? Do you have any sense? 
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DW: Certainly the activism of the DFL Party in Minnesota was still, at that time, a very vigorous 
organization. The Humphreys and the Mondales and the McCarthys were in their prime. I think 
there was that sense of can do and social justice. That was another reason why Kennedy was, I think, 
sort of the icon of people who held those beliefs and who was regarded, of course, by those who 
didn't share those beliefs as something other than an icon. I don't know that the Minnesota campus 
was anymore or less an activist hotbed than other Big Ten campuses. I just don't know that. I guess 
I would be surprised if there were not delegations that went from Michigan or Ohio State or 
Wisconsin to register voters, too. Ifwe were the only ones, I would be surprised. 

AP: What was your impression ofthe presidents and the administration that were in office in Morrill 
Hall when you were editor? 

DW: O. Meredith Wilson was the president and my impression-I did not know the man-was ofa 
very [ unclear] eminence, a very measured, unflappable, maybe dull, person to a young student on the 
campus at the time. I think he was trying mightily to calm passions, both within and outside the 
university because it was a very tempestuous period. This was a time when you had a woman named 
Gerda Koch, G-e-r-d-a K-o-c-h. I think she was affiliated with an organization called Christian 
Research. She had a very strong anti-Communist point of view that led her to criticize in print some 
faculty members, notably a professor named Arnold Rose. Rose filed a libel suit against her that was 
quite a bit in the news during that 1965-1966 school year. The Daily covered the trial. 

AP: How did that tum out? I have a copy of his book and I've dipped into it a little bit. I think, if 
my memory is correct, the suit hadn't been settled at the time the book was published. He had died. 
His wife or someone had finished the book, but I think it was kind of in progress. 
DW: I don't know how it turned out. I do know that some of the original defendants were dropped 
in the early stages of the trial. He had sued a number of people besides Gerda and I think she might 
have been the only one remaining as a defendant as the trial went forward. It seems to me-I would 
want to check this-that he won, at least in principle. I don't know whether any damages were 
sought. That's just a reflection of some of the passions. 

There was the whole Senator Rosen and Mulford Q. Sibley ... which was another sort of anti-socialist, 
anti-Communist reflection. It was almost sort of a decade-long hangover after the McCarthy Era. 
You still had this faction in the community that regarded the liberals at the university as devils and the 
corruptors of our youth. That was one thread that was going on. At the same time, you had this 
bubbling up of Civil Rights issues and the disillusioning Vietnam War experience. There were all 
these threads sort of mixed in together on a campus in which most students, I think, were not vitally 
involved in those issues. They were concerned with going back forth to school everyday and getting 
their grades and getting through in four years and finding a job, getting out into the great middle-class 
world. I guess I would count myself as one of those, even though I was heavily involved in terms of 
time and interest in the Daily covering these very things. I always thought and I guess I still think 
that many of the labels we use to describe that era did not necessarily apply to a majority of students 
at the university or, perhaps, to a majority of the citizens ofthe state at the time. That may be making 
too much of a leap, but I think we tend to measure history or describe what goes on by the actions of 
a relative few. I understand that because you've got to write history about something and usually 
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those are the agents of change. But, at a campus this large, when you've got most people going 
through in four years, their minds and their time and their energies were devoted to non-political 
ideological issues. 

AP: There are some student surveys that were done right after the demonstrations. Again, I don't 
have the statistics right on the tip of my tongue, but my memory is that you're absolutely right, that a 
majority of the students were sort of indifferent. 

DW: In fact, if you read the Dailys-I was reminded of this when I scanned my file-the issues that 
we covered as a newspaper, and this partly reflected my priority as editor, was to deal with those very 
mundane issues that students faced everyday, from parking shortages, commuting hassles, very day
to-day practical kinds of concerns. As you read through the pages of the Daily, those stories are 
intermingled with the hot political issues of the time. Looking back, I guess I'm pretty proud of that, 
because I think we were trying hard to reflect a cross section. We were not a political rag. We were 
not ignoring the events of the time. We tried, I think, to achieve just being a good accurate reflection 
of a lot of threads of student life at the time. 

AP: One of the things I'm trying to trace down are African-American or black fraternities. There 
were some and people are sort of helping me recreate two or three of them. Do you have any 
memory of them? 

DW: I don't. We had a reporter who covered fraternities and sororities. I don't ever remember that 
we ran a story. I could be mistaken, but my memory is that we did not. 

AP: There were also Jewish fraternities, I think, and maybe Jewish sororities. It's an interesting thing 
to look back on the Twin Cities. You begin to pick up little stories. Ruby Pernell was the first 
African-American woman faculty member and she had to live with a family because she couldn't find 
housing in Minneapolis. 

DW: Wow! 

AP: When Marian Anderson came to sing in the 1950s, she stayed at the Phyllis Wheatley [House]. 
She couldn't stay in a hotel. Some of these things are interesting to uncover. [Forrest] Wiggins was 
one of the very first black faculty members and he was fired for being a Communist. This is a tragic 
piece of coalescence ... practically the only person let go from the university. Frank Oppenheimer who 
was J. Robert Oppenheimer's brother was coming up for tenure and didn't get tenure, so it wasn't a 
question of abrogating tenure, but he left academic life and went into something else. We had some 
uneven moments, shall we say. 

DW: That sort of supports the notion that beneath Minnesota nice are these not so nice ... 

AP: Absolutely. For example, the foundation ofMt. Sinai Hospital in the early 1950s was because 
the Jewish doctors couldn't practice. One of the things I'm trying to find out is, how open was 
University Hospital? What was it like? Was it ahead, behind, in the middle? 
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DW: I remember there was quite a notice made when Ken Keller became president. Wasn't he the 
first Jewish president? 

AP: Right, yes. Then, the LJ. Lee comment to David Saxon-he was a candidate at the time of 
[Peter] Magrath-was "What church do you go to?" I had thought it was simply a casual mistake. 
Other people think that it was a deliberate kind of setting him up for some sort of public humiliation. 
I don't know what it was that was in his head. But, some people say it was not just an accident. It 
was deliberate. An interesting example ... When his obituary appeared, L.J. Lee's most famous and 
celebrated moment as a regent did not appear in the little Star and Tribune story. When someone 
asks me, "What kind of history are you trying to write?" You don't necessarily have to uphold every 
horrible thing. On the other hand, where you've got a systemic issue like the fraternities and the 
sororities or the doctors or women, you also want to face that. 

DW: I'm sure you've explored this in other interviews. Looking back, again, on these issues, as 
powerful as the Civil Rights and the anti-war kinds of things were, I ran across one column on the 
editorial page about homosexuality and that it really wasn't a sin. In light now of how far the Equal 
Rights Movement has extended, some of those early thrusts seem laughable now and, yet, you realize 
that that was sort of the breeding ground for expanding the perspective of what equal rights is all 
about. You mentioned [Shyamala] Rajender earlier. There was another sort of milestone. 

AP: Absolutely. That was an interesting case, I suppose. If, privately, someone said to me, "How 
would you rate the case?" I would say it was the right issue and probably the wrong case. 

DW: [laughter] 

AP: She probabiy wasn't the scholar the others were and the irony is that I think they were giving her 
a chance. But, certainly, the university didn't find other women who they should have hired ... a very 
sad situation, I think. 

DW: History doesn't always pick the perfect example. 

AP: Right. She won, bless her. There is the story of the chairman of the Chemistry Department on 
the witness stand-the trial it took years to come to trial-being asked, "Can you comment on the 
university's position on Affirmative Action?" and he said, "What's affirmative action?" The university 
wasn't putting its best foot forward. The Equal Opportunity officer, [unclear] Williams, was asked in 
court, "Do you think the university has done all it can?" and she said, "No." People respected them 
for that because we probably, indeed, had not. 

D W: This sort of echoes Elayne Donahue's comments more recently. The university hasn't done all it 
can. [laughter] 

AP: Probably. It's tough in an institution to ever do all you should. 
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OW: Of course, especially one as large as this. 

AP: Are there other aspects of student life that you would like to comment on? 

DW: I think it was a time of transition in a lot of ways and the university was certainly part of that. I 
mentioned the beginning of the West Bank campus. We ran a number of stories about the conflict, if 
you will, between town and gown there. There were the Heller-Segal developments on the West 
Bank and whether they were being good landlords or bad landlords. They held a lot of property and 
there were always stories that they were mistreating their tenants and were hanging on trying to get 
the most money they could out of whatever redevelopment was going to be done there, whether by 
the university or by the city. That was the Cedar Riverside federally funded program. 

AP: Wasn't it called New Town in Town? 

OW: That's exactly right and it was sort of paired with what was going on out in Jonathan, which 
was sort of the new town out of town. [laughter] Both have had interesting fates. There was that 
transition of the university leaping the river, building a new bridge, turning itself into even more ofa 
mega university. 

At the same time, there were the beginnings of the effort to raise standards for the university, to put a 
lid on enrollment and build up the junior college system and the state college system. There was talk, 
even then, of turning Mankato into a university and, of course, virtually all of our state colleges are 
called universities. That was one transition. 

You had the sort of spiritual transition when Kennedy was shot, if you will. I think that was a 
sobering, chastening experience for a lot offolks. The transition in Civil Rights ... 

AP: What would you describe in Minnesota for Minnesotans the transition in Civil Rights would have 
been? 

OW: I think, at that point at least, it was simply awareness building, maybe to kind ofa rubbing raw. 
There were some folks who saw these delegations that we were sending to the South on one hand as 

idealistic and social justice champions and others who said, "It's none of our business," just as some 
southerners said, "What are you northern folks doing down here?" I think it was consciousness 
raising and sort of setting the stage for what in ensuing decades has been not just an ideological 
evolution but with the arrival ofHmong, Somalians, and other minorities, a real putting your ideals to 
the test kind of issue. I'm not sure we've always passed that test and we're still going through it and 
being tested all the time. That era, I think, sort of was the seedbed for the attitudes that we had to 
decide, later on, whether to live by in practice as well as nice things to think about. 

AP: 00 you have any comments on the town/gown aspect of the university, the Cowles family 
relationship to the university, Northrop, the opera, the Minnesota Symphony, the Guthrie? 
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DW: Yes, in fact, I was thinking about that a little coming over here today. I think there has often 
been a close relationship at the upper levels of the community. I think what has happened 
increasingly. .. There have been countervailing trends. On the one hand, picking up on a thread we 
talked about earlier, with tuitions going up there are more students working and they are out beyond 
the campus more than they were as students back in my day. At the same time, you have more 
businesses that have cultivated ties to the university to help them conduct research that, perhaps, in 
past years, the companies would have done in-house. They would have had their own research 
departments. I think there is a much more sort of applied research mentality now at the university 
than there may have been before for financial reasons. 

On another level you had something as pedestrian as the athletic stadium issue. The university used 
to have its own stadium. Then, it suddenly, or not so suddenly perhaps, was involved with the 
Metrodome, which kind of established an off-campus presence, but, perhaps, made the university a 
little less special being a self-enclosed community. That might be stretching it a little too far. 

AP: You see other changes in the Minnesota Orchestra moving downtown and the Metropolitan 
Opera ... 

DW: No longer here at all. 

AP: .,. no longer touring. A very close relationship between the Guthrie and the university in the 
early 1960s at the time the Guthrie is founded [unclear] drifting away. Now, there's a much closer 
relationship again. 

DW: That's right. 

AP: It's almost as if Yudof is kind of a throw back to Kennedy idealism. He has reestablished 
convocations, very consciously wanting to work with civic organizations. It is an interesting change, 
I think. 

DW: Yes, you're right. Everything I've said supports that. 

There is another theme in the other direction in which the university was becoming more .. ' This gets 
to the whole Commitment to Focus issue. At the same time you're raising your standards, you 
become much less of the . .. 

[brief break] 

DW: You become a little more exclusive as an institution, certainly not to the level of a private 
school but compared with the early days of the university when there were fewer people in 
Minnesota, we are much less the access to all land-grant ideal institution. That is not necessarily bad 
in light of all the pressures that we face that still are still going on, but it is different. To the extent 
that you're keeping more students out, you are separating yourself from one element of the state's 
population. 
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AP: Do you have any comments or thoughts about the changes in the Minnesota Legislature during 
the fifty years and how that affected the university? 

DW: It's really been a lot of blowing hot and coid. During my era, there were a lot more hot button 
political issues, such as how Mulford Sibley'S comments might affect the university's appropriation for 
example. You had legislators who took great offense at those kinds of ideological pronouncements. 
You could talk about academic freedom all you wanted, but that didn't necessarily wash with some 
legislators who were voting on university appropriations. That's what I meant before when I said that 
I thought O. Meredith Wilson was sort ofanow, now, now then kind of president in terms of trying to 
cool those passions. 

AP: That's a wonderful expression. 

DW: [laughter] I don't think today that those kinds ofremarks would stir much of a bother. The 
issues have changed certainly and maybe we still have legislators who would say that you have too 
many gay sympathizers at the university and maybe that will affect their vote; I don't know. My 
impression is that ideological politics is a little less important in influencing the university's 
relationship with the legislature than it used to be. Now, I'm not the best one to ask about that; the 
lobbyists would know much more. That's my impression as an outsider. I think there's a lot more log 
rolling that goes on now in terms of, if we give you this amount of appropriation, there will be a 
research project on such and such ... a lot of horse trading. 

AP: Are there other questions that you think I should ask you? As an experienced reporter 
[unclear]? 

DW: [laughter] That's actually a question I ask at the end of almost any interview I do myself 
Returning just a little to the theme before this last question about the involvement of the university 
with the community, another aspect of that is the very concerted effort on the part of the university to 
get more students to live on campus, trying to create an experience, a university experience, that is 
much more collegial than the commuter experience of the past. I watch the housing units going up on 
this campus and around the fringes and I marvel at that. It seems like a wonderful kind of thing to do 
and, yet, I think some of the impact of that, of creating that campus experience, is diluted by the very 
fact that many more students than in my day have to work; so, maybe they spend less time on campus 
even though they're living on the campus than they did before. It seems like a potential irony. I don't 
know the extent to which that dynamic is working. I must say, as I've driven by them, I've wondered 
that. I've been involved for years in a mentoring program here and I'm aware that the schedules ofthe 
students I mentor are just frantic between classes and working and trying to do things that will help 
their career such as internships. 

AP: Sometimes they have families. 

DW: Yes, exactly. It's sort of these, again, rip saw forces. 
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AP: Do you think that-this leads us, probably, a good place to end-the experience of athletics and 
the bonding of athletics ... ? One of the things is that the Golden Gophers in the 1950s were a 
statewide phenomenon and had a grip on the soul of the city. How would you describe your memory 
of these sports programs and the grip on the city, on the state, or the students? 

DW: Certainly what has, perhaps, the biggest impact on those programs has been the arrival of 
professional sports here. When I first moved to Minnesota, in the early 1950s with my parents, you 
still had the Minneapolis Millers and St. Paul Saints and you had these quaint little open-air ballparks. 
They would play each other in double headers on July 4th. The university was, indeed, the major 

league sports experience from football to almost baseball. Dick Siebert ... 

AP: Amazing success, yes. 

DW: ... and, of course, the hockey program. I think these days ... 

[End of Tape 1, Side 1] 

[Tape 1, Side 2] 

DW: The university athletic programs today reflect some of the same financial pressures that some of 
the pro programs do on a much different scale. I think there's an almost yearning on the part of the 
public to regard university athletic programs as the athletic ideal in terms of playing the game for the 
game's sake, which is why something like the occasional scandals we've had in the various programs, 
especially basketball, have been so disheartening. It's sort of a sullying of that ideal. At the same time 
people can theoretically understand that there are big bucks involved in college athletics, I think they 
would like to think that it's a more idealistic world, would like to see it adhere to that standard in a 
way that they don't expect of professional sports. So when you had a program that seemingly was 
not only doing well in the standings and in its record and seemingly was running a clean program-
1'm speaking of the [Clem] Haskins basketball program ... although we had some difficult times in the 
beginning, he stuck with it and really brought some fervor and pride to the public-it's all the more 
damaging and disappointing when we find that there are feet of clay there after all. 

AP: My impression is that on the campus-it may be hard for you to comment-recreation and 
intramural sports were important but a major change would be the additional volume in that now and 
particularly individual fitness, that women, for example, would have been less active physically in the 
1950s and 1960s. 

DW: I think that's very true. 

AP: Their participation at all levels of athletics and students in general are more aware... One of the 
things we're finding in the history are references to drinking and smoking, for example. It's just that 
the routines of it ... 

DW: Of course, drinking has not gone away. 

Daniel Wascoe Interview 12 



'J£LPSQ#.i£kiliU. t .. U41 ; JA .... 

AP: It hasn't gone away. People will describe parties and events where people are just routinely 
blasted in the earlier period, cocktail lunches, martini lunches, drinks every night before dinner. It 
seems to have been a different era in terms of drinking and smoking. 

DW: I guess I would disagree with that. 

AP: Okay. 

DW: I think that there is still a lot of that. You see studies of obesity in young people going up, not 
going down. I say that as the father of two daughters who were very involved in athletics. One of 
them smoked for a time when neither her mother nor father smoked. She has, thankfully, quit since 
then. We see stories about binging. I know that at the college my daughter went to, there were 
parties every weekend-much to my dismay. I don't know that the culture has changed that much on 
those scores. 

AP: Well, we've covered about everything conceivable topic. 

DW: [laughter] 

AP: Thank you very much. I appreciate it. 

DW: Thank you. It's fun looking back. 

[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 

[End of the Interview] 

Transcribed by: 

Hermes Transcribing and Research Service 

12617 FairgreenAvenue, Apple Valley, MN 55124 
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