
Minutes* 
 

Senate Consultative Committee 
Thursday, November 6, 2003 

3:00 – 4:00 
Room 238A Morrill Hall 

 
 

Present: Judith Martin (chair), Jean Bauer, Sean Bell, Susan Brorson, Charles Campbell, Tom 
Clayton, Joshua Colburn, Mary Jo Kane, Levi Kary, Scott LeBlanc, Jeff Ratliff-Crain, 
Martin Sampson, Teresa Wallace, Carol Wells 

 
Absent: Derek Brunsberg, Arthur Erdman, Dan Feeney, Emily Hoover, James Kanten, Marvin 

Marshak, Ryan Osero, Charles Stech 
 
Guests: none 
 
Others: John Ramsay (American Council on Education Fellow); Katherine Stuckert (Office of the 

Vice President and Chief of Staff) 
 
[In these minutes:  setting agendas and the role of this Committee] 
 
 
Senate Agenda-Setting 
 
 Professor Martin convened the meeting at 3:00 and announced that there was one agenda item, 
from the Faculty Consultative Committee:  Whether or not this Committee should re-assume the 
responsibility for setting the docket of the University Senate.  It did so in the past, but four or five years 
ago it delegated the responsibility to a Committee on Business and Rules (composed of three faculty and 
two students from this Committee plus the Clerk of the Senate).  Professor Morrison said that the Faculty 
Consultative Committee in the past has taken the position that it was not appropriate to stop debate by 
refusing to put an item on the docket, but it also believed that items should be returned to a committee if 
they were not ready for the docket.   
 
 The vast majority of the docket-setting can continue to be done by the Business and Rules 
Committee, Professor Martin noted, because most of it routine business.   
 
 In the course of discussion, several points were made: 
 
-- The Business and Rules Committee should have a P&A representative if it is to continue to set 
the docket.  If the Senate reorganization is approved, that becomes even more important.  (And also 
important then for there to be a civil service representative as well.) 
 
-- This Committee, if it is to resume its role in setting the docket, must distinguish between 
following the rules and being sure that a committee conducted a fair hearing about an issue, on the one 
hand, and taking a position on an issue because it may not like it. 
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-- This Committee should not isolate the governance system from hot button issues, but at the same 
time, issues should not be brought to the Senate before they are ripe and without consideration of the 
overall well-being of the University (e.g., consideration of financial matters, academic freedom issues, 
etc.) 
 
-- It will be more cumbersome and time-consuming for this Committee to be involved in setting the 
docket and people must realize that. 
 
-- This Committee has the function, inter alia, of serving as a steering committee.  It has usually 
operated on the assumption that a matter should go to one committee, but often there may be multiple 
committees which should hear an issue.  If they issue different reports to the Senate, that is fine; it gives 
members of the Senate different perspectives. 
 
-- Is there an appropriate way to differentiate between issues for the Senate docket upon which the 
Senate can have an influence and those which may reflect the personal interest of a few people?  No 
matter what comes forward as a potential docket item, can it be required that the point of influence for the 
University be considered? 
 
 It was agreed that the preliminary docket would continue to be set by the Business and Rules 
Committee but that this Committee would review it.  It was agreed that this Committee would have 
meetings in a timely fashion before every Senate meeting.  It will be helpful if the Business and Rules 
Committee can forward to this committee any resolutions that may be on the agenda as well as a link to 
any minutes containing discussion of the item, Professor Campbell said. 
 
 Professor Martin thanked everyone for joining the meeting and adjourned it at 3:30. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
 
 


