
SENATE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
NOVEMBER 7, 2001 
 
[In these minutes:  Update by Vice President Robert Jones on undertakings by the Office 
of the Vice President for Campus Life on strategic planning efforts, position vacancies 
and Coffman Memorial Union update; presentation by Dr. Edward Ehlinger on the issue 
of using credit cards to pay for tuition; MSA update; attempt to add additional meetings 
to the existing Senate Committee on Student Affair’s schedule.] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the 
University of Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, 
conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they 
binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT:  Jason Stingl (Chair), Robert Jones, Yasemin Kaygisiz, Cheryl Meyers, Sara 
Nagel, Lars Nelson,, David Lenander, Janet Schottel, Gerald Rinehart, Brian 
Wiedenmeier, Steve Taggart, Tim Flannery, Nick Cecconi, Brittny Barnes-McCarthy, 
 
REGRETS:  Dave Gibson, Ray Wakefield 
 
ABSENT:  Terry Hietpas, Bao Ong 
 
OTHERS:  Tina Falkner 
 
GUEST:  Edward Ehlinger 
 
I).  Chair Stingl called the meeting order and asked those present to present to introduce 
themselves. 
 
II).  Vice President Jones gave Committee members a brief update on the Office of the 
Vice President for Campus Life’s strategic planning efforts.  The Office of the Vice 
President for Campus Life established six subcommittees to look into various issues.  To 
date, two of the six subcommittees have submitted their reports.  Once all the reports are 
collected from the respective subcommittees, recommendations for funding will be 
announced and input from various student groups, including the Senate Committee on 
Student Affairs, will be solicited.  A minimum of $100,000 has been set aside to initiate 
some of the recommendations over the next academic year.  The six initiatives are: 
 

1. Quantitative and Research Committee was charged with the responsibility of 
reviewing existing survey data, and compiling key issues, identifying trends, 
addressing gaps in data, and determining the feasibility of making a broader set of 
data accessible on the web. 

2. Subcommittee on Linkages with Academic Programs – This Subcommittee 
looked into how to link Student Affairs more closely with the academic side of 
the institution. 



3. Community Building Subcommittee – The issue before this subcommittee is how 
can the University build a greater sense of community beyond convocation. 

4. Cross-Functional Team Subcommittee– This subcommittee was charged with 
looking into how can Student Affairs, Multi-Cultural Affairs and the Office of the 
Vice President for Undergraduate Education better coordinate their efforts. 

5. Subcommittee on Linkages to the Broader University Community– This 
subcommittee looked into how best to effectively connect the broader University 
community and other units that provide student-related services i.e. Housing and 
Residential Life, Dining Services, Alumni Association etc. 

6. Student Subcommittee “convened focus groups and/or e-mailed student group 
representatives to gather and synthesize information related to:  a).  What does 
student development mean to you? b).  What are the important services that are or 
should be provided?  C).  What barriers exist for effective service delivery?” 

 
Recognizing that more recommendations will come out of these subcommittees than 
there are funds to support, a prioritizing effort will be required.  Vice President Jones’ 
goal is to make decisions and put some programs in place before the end of the academic 
year.   
 
Vice President Jones then updated the Committee on two key positions the Office for the 
Vice President for Campus Life is attempting to fill.  One position is the Associate Vice 
Provost for Multi-Cultural Affairs.  Steven Rosenstone, Dean of CLA, has agreed to chair 
the search committee for this position.  A job description has been finalized and is being 
advertised both locally as well as nationally.  It is estimated that the search for this 
position will be completed no later than March or April 2002.  The other position needing 
to be filled is that of Associate Vice President for Student Development.  This position 
was formerly filled by Jane Canney, and has been open for about one year now. 
 
The next update by Vice President Jones was on Coffman Union.  Coffman Memorial 
Union is still slated to open Fall 2002.  Besides the contaminated soil found in the plaza 
area, no other major problems have occurred that would result in significant cost 
overruns.  Vice President Jones will go before the Board of Regents tomorrow, Thursday, 
November 8, 2001 to ask for permission to finance the cost of the 400-seat, unobstructed-
view theatre from the income that the theatre will generate.  Structural changes that will 
need to occur in order to build the theatre properly will cost approximately$580,000.  
Students will not be asked to pay for this overage.  Vice President Jones was asked 
whether there would be a charge for student groups to use the theatre.  He replied that he 
is under the impression that student groups will not be charged but that outside groups 
wishing to use the facility would be charged a user fee.  Students will, however, be 
charged a ticket charge for movies or other similar events in the theatre.   
 
III).  Dr. Edward Ehlinger addressed the Committee on the policy issue of using credit 
cards to pay tuition.  The decision on whether the University should allow the use of 
credit cards to pay tuition is not as straight forward as it may appear.  Dr. Ehlinger 
provided the Committee with some background information on this topic by referring to 
survey data that was collected by Boynton Health Services in 1995 and 1998.  It was 



noted in the survey data that there was a correlation between financial debt and health 
and other issues such as: 
 

• Tobacco use 
• Alcohol use 
• Lower GPA 
• An increase in the number of hours worked 
• Depression 

 
What are some of the pros and cons for using credit cards to pay for tuition?  Below are 
some considerations that need to be pondered: 
 

• Financial implications for the University in the form of a transaction fee imposed 
by the credit card companies. 

• Ease issue for parents. 
• Health consequences linked to credit card use. 

 
Vice President Jones mentioned three pieces of pending legislation that would impact the 
availability of credit cards by college students: 
 

• College Student Credit Card Protection Act:  This legislation would limit credit 
lines to 20 percent of a student's annual income and prevent credit card issuers 
from taking unfair advantage of full-time, traditional-aged, college students. 

• Under-aged Consumer Credit Card Protection Act:  This legislation would require 
those under 21 to show evidence of their ability to pay. 

• The third piece of legislation would require enhanced consumer disclosure and a 
band on issuing credit cards to those under 21 without parental consent or 
evidence of the ability to repay. 

 
Vice President Jones went on to say that the administration is receiving pressure from 
parents to pay students’ tuition with credit cards for a variety of reasons i.e. the desire to 
earn frequent flyer miles or earn 1% cash back on their credit card purchases.  Oftentimes 
too parents have children at other higher learning institutions where they can use credit 
cards to pay for tuition so they want to know why the University of Minnesota doesn’t 
accept this form of payment etc.  Undoubtedly, this matter will come back around as a 
policy issue that the administration will need to consider.  In the meantime, however, 
Vice President Jones does not see any immediate action being taken on this issue.  
The1.8% fee imposed by the credit card companies is a significant issue for the 
University, as well as students, because that charge would have to be passed on. 
 
An engaging discussion ensued.  Key observations and questions raised by Committee 
members included: 
 

• What tuition payment options are currently available?  Pay in full, or pay over the 
course of three months using the 3-month installment plan.  With the 3-month 
installment option there is a one-time $30 service charge. 



• How do students look to their parents as financial advisors? 
• Use of credit cards would allow greater access to students.  The negative 

implications of this, however, could be that students won’t look for other avenues 
such as student loans, grants, and scholarships to pay for tuition, but rather just 
use a credit card because it is easy. 

• How does the University help students be financially healthy? 
• Duluth still allows credit card companies to market to students on campus, but 

they are looking into disallowing this type of marketing.  It was suggested that 
Duluth contact the Coffman Memorial Union Board to find out about the policy 
they adopted when they decided to no longer permit credit card companies to 
market to students on the Twin Cities campus. 

• How available are student loans and grants to the middle-class students? 
 
Dr. Ehlinger responded that the University’s role is to raise the issue that the use of credit 
cards to pay tuition is broader than just ease of payment.  In Dr. Ehlinger’s view this is a 
public health issue.  Post secondary education is generally something that needs to be 
financed and the big question is what is the smartest way to do so without getting in 
trouble? 
 
Committee members indicated a desire to hear from a financial aid spokesperson on the 
availability of student loans and other options for financing a post secondary education 
rather than credit cards. 
 
III).  Next, the Committee reviewed a draft resolution to endorse MSA’s interest in 
publishing a resource guide similar to Ohio State’s Landlord Library.  After a few minor 
changes were made to the document the resolution was unanimously passed.  A final 
draft of the resolution will be forwarded to MSA. 
 
IV).  Chair Stingl indicated he would e-mail Committee members with an update on the 
next agenda item, an update on both the Student Services Fee Subcommittee and the 
Survey Subcommittee. 
 
V).  Brian Wiedenmeier gave Committee members an update on Minnesota Student 
Association’s (MSA) activities: 
 

• MSA elected a new Speaker of the Forum yesterday after the resignation Matt 
Abdel. 

 
Issues that MSA is currently addressing: 
 

• Six-year graduation rates and the proposed 13 credit minimum. 
• A “party bus” which is basically a circulator bus in the evenings to provide 

transportation to those who may otherwise drive impaired. 
• Installing a green arrow turn signal at the corner of Oak and Washington. 
• Promoting fair traded & shade-grown coffee.  Fair traded coffee is a certified 

product that is bought from a consortium of growers without going through a 



wholesaler.  This consortium guarantees coffee growers a fair price for their 
coffee so that they can have a sustainable operation.  Shade grown coffee means 
that the coffee is grown in rainforests under a natural canopy of trees.  By 
growing coffee this way it does a lot for the habitat as well as the migratory 
songbirds etc. 

 
VI).  Other business – Chair Stingl proposed that the Committee meet more than once a 
month to accomplish as much as possible this year.  Besides everyone’s very business 
schedules, Committee members were concerned that there would not be enough 
substantive business to warrant additional meetings.  Committee members suggested 
Chair Stingl e-mail them with proposed additional dates and a discussion on this matter 
could be held at the next meeting. 
 
With no further business, Chair Stingl adjourned the meeting. 
 
        Renee Dempsey 
        University Senate 
 
 


