
[In these minutes: Scholastic Skills Technology in the Libraries] 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY COMMITTEE (SAIC) 
 
MINUTES 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2003 
9:30 – 11:00 AM 
S-30B Sub-basement Wilson Library 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Dorothy Anderson (Chair), Shawn Curley, Abu Jalal, Laura Coffin Koch, Micky 
Trent. 
 
REGRETS: Mark Bellcourt, Betty Hackett, Dan Oberg, Robert Pepin, David Roberts, Kathy 
Skelton, Daniel Svedarsky. 
 
ABSENT: Melissa Hagel, Elizabeth McCann, Carston Wagner. 
 
GUESTS: Amber Burnette, Jerilyn Veldof. 
 
1. DISCUSSION OF SCHOLASTICS SKILLS TECHNOLOGY IN THE LIBRARIES 
 
Jerilyn Veldof, Director of Undergraduate Initiatives for the Libraries, began by noting what 
students face when entering college and what the Libraries offer, including on-line tools, for 
help. She said that most students start college with a limited knowledge of the libraries and 
scholarly research, have never written a research paper or used a library, and do not know the 
difference between scholarly and popular resources. When a student starts a search for 
information, they do not expect to find anything more than Google and Infotrac, and any 
information not on-line is not relevant to their research. 
 
The Libraries try to show students that there are many different sources from information, both 
digital and paper. Libraries also try to handle faculty complaints that students do not evaluate 
their source material before they use it. With more digital media, most material does not reside in 
the library, which then does not screen these sources. Therefore, students need to be taught how 
to do this function. Another complaint is the ethical and legal use of materials since not all 
students understand these concepts. 
 
The Libraries have now developed a set of expectations for students at different levels. For 
freshmen and sophomores, the expectations are: 

• Knowing where the library is 



• Which library is right for certain topics 
• Ways to get help from the libraries 
• Basic searches 
• Using basic library tools 

 
For juniors and seniors, these expectations increase: 

• Understanding of core library resources 
• Knowledge of a basic research strategy 
• Finding the right tool for research 
• Being able to evaluate citations 

 
The Libraries have even developed expectations for the graduate level: 

• Using special collections here and at other institutions 
• Using the full range of library resources 
• Developing a search strategy 
• Transferring a search strategy to another field 
• Being able to critically evaluate citations 

 
Jerilyn Veldof then said that the Libraries have begun offering a series of three free workshops to 
provide baseline knowledge. The first takes students on a physical tour of the libraries and an on-
line tour of the web site. The second class discusses the research process, searching MNCAT, 
popular versus scholarly resources, and deciding if the citation listed is a book or article. The 
third class deals with information searches, including limiting, truncating, and Boolean. As 
instructors learn about these classes, some are requiring their students to attend so that they all 
have a basic knowledge for doing research or completing a paper. The Library is also willing to 
customize a workshop to a class need. 
 
The Libraries have developed several other tools to help students: 

• Quickstudy: on-line tool composed of different modules. Students can study the modules 
that they need, and then take the test at the end. 

• Assignment Calculator: students insert the start and completion date and the tool 
calculates the various steps and deadlines for the paper. Reminders for the dates can be 
sent via email. 

• Disseration Calculator: a committee with members from several areas are currently 
working on this tool’s development, which will include 20 steps for the process. 

• Quickstart: students input a field and the program provides a list of selected resources for 
starting the research 

 
Q: Do any of your tools or classes discuss plagiarism and ethically using information? 



 
A: There is no session that deals with these topics, since so much is already being covered and 
there is only so much that students can and will absorb. 
 
Q: Does Quickstudy have a module on ‘cut and paste?’ 
 
A; There is some information in one Quickstudy module, but the Libraries would be willing to 
work with OSAI to develop more resources. 
 
Q: How frequently used are the resources? What faculty are requiring the classes? How many 
students are graduating with library skills? 
 
A: Faculty participation in the classes has been ad hoc. As for the students, many test out of 
English composition and then would not be required to attend. Also being missed are transfer 
and IT students because of their different requirements. The Libraries want a liaison with 
General College to be able to reach those students. 
 
Q: How many students take the classes in a semester? 
 
A: Roughly 300-400 attend classes but there is no guarantee of skill retention or usage. Long-
term assessment will be needed. 
 
Q: Is any information available to instructors so that they know what information is covered by 
the classes? 
 
A: The information is on-line, but in a hard to find place. This will need to be changed. 
 
Q; Should all three classes be required of freshmen? 
 
A: The second and third classes are hard unless they have a project to work on. Timing is 
important for these classes, so some faculty do not send the students until they receive the 
assignment and need to begin their work. 
 
Q; Does the instructor need to do anything for the assignment calculator? 
 
A: No. General information about completing a research paper is programmed into the 
calculator. 
 
Members then discussed whether the first Library course could be a component of orientation for 
all freshmen and transfer students. Completion could be noted in the system or on APAS for 
each student. Members noted that if this requirement were started, graduate students should have 
a similar course, but at a more appropriate level for their usage. 
 
2. ITEMS FOR 2003-04 
 
Dorothy Anderson said that the big item of business next year will be the survey. 



 
Q: What is the timeline for the survey? 
 
A: The survey will be available during the first three weeks in November. Data should be 
available by the beginning of 2004. 
 
3. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Dorothy Anderson thanked the members for their service this year and 
adjourned the meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


