
[In these minutes: OSAI information, Plagiarism website, areas for the committee to work on] 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY COMMITTEE (SAIC) 
 
MINUTES 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2001 
10:00 – 11:30 
510 MORRILL HALL 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes represent the view of, nor are they binding on the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Dorothy Anderson (Chair), Steve Brandt, Shawn Curley, Betty Hackett, Laura 
Coffin Koch, Robert Pepin, Daniel Svedarsky. 
 
REGRETS: Mark Bellcourt, Yev Garif, Carston Wagner. 
 
ABSENT: Amber Benning, Angelita Reyes. 
 
GUESTS: Linda Ellinger. 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The committee members introduced themselves. 
 
2. OSAI WEBSITE, LETTERS, ETC. 
 
Betty Hackett said that this summer her office implemented various initiatives to promote 
student academic integrity: 

• Sending a thank-you letter to faculty who reported scholastic dishonesty last year 
• Sending a letter to all collegiate student affairs offices notifying them of OSAI and its 

function 
• Unveiling the OSAI logo and website, which includes links to a reporting form, the 

Regents Appeals Policy, Turnitin.com, Dartmouth, Student Judicial Affairs, the Center 
for Teaching and Learning, and campus writing centers 

• Working on student academic integrity language to insert in a syllabus 
• Mailing an informational card on OSAI to deans, directors, department heads, college 

advising offices, and other offices which handle scholastic dishonesty complaints 
• Working to increase Minnesota Daily coverage, but this has been unsuccessful 
• Work with the Teaching Assistant training programs to provide information on student 

academic integrity 



She then asked that committee members provide feedback on the website, so that improvements 
can be made. She would also like other students to look at the website, since it is aimed at them 
as well as faculty. 
 
She concluded by noting that there were 65 reported cases of scholastic dishonesty in her office, 
compared with 33, 39, and 41 over the past three years. She did not know if the increased 
number was due to more cheating or just more reporting. 
 
Q: What percentage of faculty discuss academic integrity with their class? 
 
A: No one knows now, but a survey should be conducted. 
 
Q: For the colleges with honor codes, does OSAI have them available? 
 
A: Not at this time, but links could be placed on the OSAI website for reference. 
 
Q: How did orientation proceed this year? 
 
A: A statement on student academic integrity was included in the Gopher Guide and was used in 
a case study during the orientation sessions. LeAnn Melin will be invited to the November 
meeting to provide more information. 
 
The committee discussed syllabus language and the idea of creating a syllabus wizard which 
would create syllabi for faculty with all the necessary components, terminology, and definitions. 
The Center for Teaching and Learning currently has a basic system, but it should be expanded 
and put on the Faculty One-Stop page for easy access. 
 
3. PLAGIARISM WEBSITE 
 
Linda Ellinger discussed Turnitin.com, a plagiarism website, with the committee. The University 
has a one-year trial license for the software, which checks a student’s paper against papers it has 
stored in its files. The system contains hundreds of thousands of texts on popular subjects and 
from popular web sites. The system runs better with every paper that it checks since it stores 
checked material. 
 
To use the service, faculty were sent a website and registration information. Once registered, 
faculty can use the service as much as they want. Unfortunately, there has been little response 
from faculty. Linda Ellinger noted that she can check usage information, and so far only nine 
people are registered and only four papers have been run through, most likely for trials. She is 
hoping that usage will increase during mid-terms and finals, otherwise it will be hard to 
accurately access the usefulness of the software. 
 
Committee members made the following comments: 

• Directors of writing programs should be contacted about use 
• Reminder e-mail sent to all faculty 



• Information for some disciplines might not be included in the system, so it would be 
helpful to be able to upload source information 

• Each campus needs its own membership to use 
• Students need to submit papers electronically to be able to check them 
• Advertisement in Minnesota Daily should be considered 
• Freshmen seminars should be targeted for use 

 
Q: What keeps students from accessing the system? 
 
A: The password is only distributed to faculty. 
 
4. WAYS TO SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
Dorothy Anderson and the committee discussed the following areas that are being targeted for 
contact regarding student academic integrity: 
 
Pledge 

• Still too early in the process to consider 
• A student-driven pledge will be more effective 
• Faculty need to practice what is in the pledge 
• Discussions should be held individually with faculty and students, and then brought back 

to the committee to see who is receptive 

 
Admissions 

• New students should be introduced to academic integrity during the admissions process 
• Faculty need to reinforce in class 

 
Speaker on Ethics 

• Bring in someone who can reach both faculty and students 
• Coordinate other activities to make the event more meaningful 
• Separate this event from research-specific issues or basketball scandal 

 
Evaluations 

• Should a question be asked regarding academic integrity? 
• Would faculty change their strategy if they knew that it inhibits cheating? 
• Departments can already add other questions to get at this issue 



 
New Faculty 

• Faculty mentor programs and Preparing Future Faculty might be areas to target 
• Not much about student academic integrity is discussed now, and it is not a positive 

message 
• Departments are willing to add new material, so this interest should not be wasted 

 
Student Writing Requirements 

• Freshmen composition and writing-intensive courses should be targeted 
• Many areas teach writing courses, but all should have same standards 

 
Leadership Minor 

• University offers a leadership minor for students 
• Class provides a perfect environment to discuss the issue 
• Students could complete a project on student academic integrity 

 
Assessment 

• Formalized assessment is needed to benchmark efforts 
• No area is responsible for these reports currently 
• A web-based survey or a graduate student project could start the assessment process 
• Darwin Hendel and Peter Zetterberg should be contacted 
• Perhaps the CIRP follow-up survey, which the University does not use, would ask these 

questions 
• Results would need to be put into an easily readable format to reach a broad audience 

 
Requirements 

• Students are currently required to take a course on citizenship and public ethics 
• Could a course be developed on a specific ethic, such as student academic integrity? 

 
The committee then discussed seeing an overview at the next meeting of the scholastic 
dishonesty cases which were reported last year. With no further business, Dorothy Anderson 
thanked the members for attending and adjourned the meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 


