
SCFP SUBCOMMITTEE ON TWIN CITIES FACILITIES AND SUPPORT 
SERVICES (STCFSS) 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2002 
 
[In these minutes:  Welcome & Introductions, Overview of Committee Charge, 
Committee Vacancies, STCFSS Representation on SCFP, 2002 – 2003 Agenda Ideas, 
Miscellaneous Committee Business] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the 
University of Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, 
conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they 
binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT:  Gary Jahn, Chair, Sharon Folk, Edward Kosciolek, Steve Fitzgerald, B. 
David Galt, Steve Spehn, John Adams, Calvin Alexander, Linda Fisher, Cynthia Jara, 
Jane Phillips 
 
REGRETS:  Laurie Scheich, George Wilcox, Kent Rees 
 
ABSENT:  Linda Jorn, Donald Kelsey, Lorelee Wederstrom 
 
I).  Professor Jahn called the meeting to order and asked those present to introduce 
themselves. 
 
II).  Professor Jahn walked the committee through its charge. 
 
III).  Professor Jahn noted that STCFSS has been functioning at only partial membership.  
Committee members were encouraged to forward the names of individuals who might be 
interested in serving to either the Committee on Committees or Student Committee on 
Committees.  An on-line application can be found at the following Senate website: 
http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/comlist.html 
 
According to Senate Bylaws, two members of STCFSS serve as ex-officio members on 
the parent committee, Senate Committee on Finance and Planning (SCFP).  Professor 
Jahn, as chair of STCFSS, will fill one of these positions, and asked for a volunteer to fill 
the second vacancy.  Professor Jara agreed to fill the other position for fall semester 
2002. 
 
Professor Jahn informed members that most recently SCFP has received updates 
concerning the University’s funding efforts and has been discussing issues around the 
proposed joint-use Gopher/Viking football stadium.   
  
IV).  In an attempt to establish a 2002 – 2003 STCFSS agenda, ideas proposed by SCFP 
at its September 11, 2002 meeting as well as members’ ideas were solicited.  The 
following suggestions were proposed:  



 
* As follow-up from 2001 – 2002, Professor Jahn reported that SCFP sent another 

copy of the ‘common goods budgeting’ memorandum drafted by STCFSS last 
year to the newly appointed EVPP, Christine Mazier, for a response. Executive 
Vice President and Provost Mazier acknowledged receipt of the request and 
indicated that once the biennial budget request has been submitted to the state the 
EVPP office will have time to respond to the committee’s request. 

* Review the competitive bidding process on purchases costing less than $10,000.  
What, if any, changes or improvements can be made to the process? 

* Look into increasing food service prices. 
* Explore issues around parking such as how parking rates are set and can the ever-

increasing rates be justified?  The committee agreed that this is already a highly 
examined area and they would not probe into this topic further. 

* Follow-up on facilities issues at the Minnesota Library Access Center (MLAC)/  
Andersen Library.  Sharon Folk noted that Facilities Management has assigned a 
project manager, Roger Wegner, who is working diligently in conjunction with a 
Boston consulting firm to identify and correct the problems.  The committee will 
invite Mr. Wegner to an upcoming meeting to provide an update on the progress 
that is being made.   

* Last year STCFSS recommended that SCFP follow up on the information that 
STCFSS collected concerning the Classroom Technology Upgrade Plan and its 
shortage of funding.  Professor Jahn proposed the committee issue a report with 
recommendations to SCFP and re-emphasize the importance of this issue.  Ms. 
Phillips noted that the Classroom Advisory Subcommittee (CAS), a standing 
subcommittee of SCFP and SCEP, was established to specifically deal with 
funding and other issues faced by the Office of Classroom Management.  As a 
result, it would not be in either committee’s best interest to duplicate each other’s 
efforts but critical that they work together and interface to accomplish a common 
goal.   Ms. Phillips noted that there is overwhelming faculty, student and staff 
support for the plan and CAS is concentrating on making the Classroom 
Technology Upgrade Plan a budgetary priority with the administration.   

* Address classroom and other building space custodial issues.  An example of an 
on-going custodial issue is University Dining Services (UDS) not returning in a 
timely manner to pick up its supplies after a catered event. How can Facilities 
Management (FM) and the Office of Classroom Management (OCM) work 
together to get UDS to make business practice changes that will significantly 
impact the cleanliness of the University’s classrooms and other meeting spaces?  
The committee tied this example back to the countless ‘common good’ initiatives 
on campus that are not properly supported or funded.  Members discussed the 
need for a culture change in order to improve this issue.  The committee agreed 
there was a need to serve as a venue for such issues.  

* Steve Spehn, director of FM, requested that STCFSS be used as a sounding board 
to get feedback on initiatives it is considering e.g. energy consumption and 
conservation efforts. 

 



The committee agreed that it would like to start by addressing the MLAC/Andersen 
Library issues and support OCM/FM initiatives. 
 
V).  Professor Jahn brought to the committee’s attention that in the September 5, 2002 
FCC minutes a proposal was made to form an ad hoc committee to tackle the issue of 
support service accountability. Concerned about the possible duplication of efforts 
between STCFSS and this new committee, Professor Jahn contacted Professor Speaks, 
chair of SCFP, requesting STCFSS be provided with the purposes and progress of this ad 
hoc committee once it was formed. 
 
VI).  Other Business – A member raised a question concerning membership as it relates 
to quorum for voting purposes.  Professor Jahn responded that it has never been an issue 
to date and that the committee operates quite informally. 
 
Professor Jahn announced that there may not be a need for the committee to meet on a 
monthly basis after all.  But until such a determination is made, members were asked to 
keep their 3rd Thursdays of the month open to attend STCFSS meetings.  
 
VII).  With no further business, Professor Jahn adjourned the meeting. 
 
        Renee Dempsey 
        University Senate 
 


