
Social Concerns Committee 
Thursday, January 14, 1999 

626 Campus Club 
1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

In these minutes: Student Housing Discussion and Handouts on Alcohol Prevention 

Present: Robin Brown (Chair), Mike Davey, George French, Wesley Matson, Joel Nelson, Doris 
Rubenstein, Julie Sweitzer, Amelious Whyte 

Regrets: Sabeen Altaf, Margaret Kuchenreuther, Theodore Lewis, Sheila Warness 
Absent: Lori Clark, Nicholas Dehnert, Catherine Forseide, Thomas Haakenson, Amy Mertl, 
Jenny Nate, Jean Niemiec, Friedrich Srienc, Jennifer Watts 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 

The Social Concerns Committee met at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 14, 1999 in 626 Campus 
Club on the East Bank of the University of Minnesota Twin Cities Campus. 

Approval of December 10, 1998 Meeting Minutes 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

Student Housing: Discussion with Barb Boysen, Sue Polarski, Mary Ann Ryan 

May Ann Ryan, Department of Housing and Residential Life, provided the committee with an 
overview of the housing situation on campus. She noted that housing has been an important topic 
for the last three years due to the shortage of residence hall space. New housing being built 
throughout campus to resolve this issue include the University Village, an addition to Territorial 
Hall and Argail House, and a new residence hall where the East River Road Parking Ramp used 
to be. The first three projects will be completed by next fall while the new residence hall will be 
available by the fall of 2000. 

Besides the projects already underway, Ann O'Laughlin has been working with developers on 
projects on the West Bank and in Dinkytown. The University is involved with these outside 
projects in order to make sure developers work with the community when building new 
properties so parking does not become a problem for students. 

Sue Polarski, Off-Campus Housing, informed the committee that improvements in her 
department include the listing of available off-campus housing on the web. The web site will be 
available sometime this quarter and will also include rights and obligations of tenants as well as 
maps of the surrounding areas. 



The committee made the following comments about the housing issue: 

• Off-Campus Housing is only a listing service so if a landlord charges a screening fee, that 
is between them and the potential tenant. 

• When the University was not able to borrow bonds, Roger Paschke looked into setting up 
a non-profit development fund for student housing, but now that the University can 
borrow bonds, the fund is no longer necessary. 

• The money collected at the University Village will be used as scholarships. 
• Clint Hewitt has suggested that there be a dialogue between students and landlords so 

opinions and concerns can be voiced from both sides. 
• The University has always been able to address the housing needs of rich students, and it 

is starting to consider those of moderately rich students, but lower income housing is still 
a problem. 

• Off-Campus Housing conducted a study to find out what is most important to students 
when looking for a place to live and the top three choices were: cost, convenience, and 
privacy. 

• Twenty-five percent of all residence halls are singles, which is better than any other 
University, but a student pays $863 for housing and $611 for board per quarter. 

• The University is the fourth lowest in terms of affordability among the other Big Ten 
institutions for on-campus living, but it is not known where it falls for off-campus living. 

• People who live in the University Village or Wilkins Hall are able to purchase five meals 
per week for only $300 per quarter. 

• Off-campus housing will always be an issue for the University because it is expensive to 
live in the Twin Cities and the demand is so high. 

• The Minnesota Daily will not provide space for Student Legal Services to list important 
student rights unless they pay for the space since it is considered to be advertising. 

• Currently, Off-Campus Housing and Student Legal Services provide students with 
folders that explain tenants’ rights and all of that information will soon be available on 
the web. 

• It would not be beneficial to provide all freshmen with off-campus housing information 
because most of them plan to live on campus. 

• Students should be asked to help develop the kind of lower income housing they want, 
given facts about what everything costs. 

• A forum would inform students about their rights and responsibilities as tenants. 
• The Foundation could set up a fund for landlords that provides them with money for 

renovations, but with that money comes certain stipulations. 
• MSA recently passed a resolution that calls for an investigation of housing problems and 

ways to solve them. The resolution may be helpful in this committee’s discussions. 
• Spring quarter would be the best time to hold a forum on housing because that is when 

most students are considering their living arrangements for the next academic year. 

The Committee made the following comments about the availability of a list of bad landlords: 

• Student Legal Services is reluctant to provide a list of bad landlords for liability reasons. 
However, information will be provided if a student asks about a particular landlord. 



• Although Off-Campus Housing was able to screen landlords in the past, that department 
is no longer capable of doing that since there are 5000-7000 listings per year. 

• Not all listings are up to code, but students have to be aggressive if something is to be 
done about that. 

• Off-Campus Housing can refuse a listing if they know it is not up to code or there has 
been a history of complaints. 

• Off-Campus Housing tries to mediate disputes between landlords and tenants before they 
refer them to Student Legal Services. 

• Medium size landlords create the biggest problems for tenants since small owners can 
stay up to code with the limited number of properties they own and large owners do not 
want to risk the consequences for not being up to code. 

• There is a big gap in getting students information about their rights as renters, but the 
lack of choice does not allow students to fight for them. 

• The University has no leverage with the city to rid bad landlords of their licenses. 
• Off-Campus housing could provide a list of landlord complaints from tenants with a 

disclaimer so the information would be available, but Off-Campus Housing would not be 
liable. 

The committee made the following points about the possibility of organizing a program similar 
to the Neighborhood Revitalization Project: 

• The program has traditionally been for owner occupied residences, but something similar 
could be designed for renters. 

• Landlords would be reluctant to develop such a program because it would put more 
stipulations on them. 

• The University should be able to influence the city to develop such a program for renters. 
• Considering the perception of renters, the community may be opposed to developing an 

organization for renters because that group would request more rental properties for less 
money. 

The committee discussed the community’s perception of students as renters and the following 
comments were made: 

• The University must pay attention to neighborhood concerns by educating community 
members about incoming rental properties and separating facts from myths. 

• The perception of students as neighbors is poor among other community members. 
• Students should be educated as to how to be a good neighbor. Even though Off-Campus 

Housing provides a brochure on that subject, there still needs to be more. 

Alcohol Prevention: Course Syllabi & Website Text 

Amelius Whyte provided the committee with a draft letter to deans, directors, and department 
heads; information from the web; and an e-mail message from McKinley Boston that was 
distributed to the entire University community in March. He asked that committee members 
review the draft letter and send any suggestions or concerns to him. 



The committee made the following comments about the alcohol prevention issue: 

• Alcohol prevention would be a good topic at all-college meetings. 
• The committee should think of other venues at which this topic can be discussed. 
• The message that should be sent to students about binge drinking is that it is not the 

norm. 
• The draft letter states that a student can drink up to three drinks a week and still be an "A" 

student, which may mislead some readers. 
• The Ramsey County Health Committee on Violence contacted Professor Brown about the 

correlation between drinking and violence and would like the committee to conduct a 
study. 

Culture Fair: Meeting with Culture Centers 

Amelius Whyte will meet with the culture centers on Wednesday, January 20, and he will 
provide an update to the committee at its February meeting. 

What’s Next? 

• In regards to the housing issue: Professor Brown will contact the Coffman Lecture Series 
and the Minnesota Daily, and obtain the MSA Resolution on Housing. 

• Amelius Whyte will provide an update of the meeting with the culture centers at the 
February meeting. 

• Committee members should provide comments and concerns to Amelius Whyte about the 
draft letter to deans, directors, and department heads concerning alcohol prevention. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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