
Notes* 
 

Tenure Committee 
Monday, May 2, 2005 

1:30 - 3:00 
238 Morrill Hall 

 
 
Present: F. R. P. Akehurst (chair), Tom Clayton, William Durfee 
 
Absent:   
 
Guests:  
 
 
 
 The incoming and outgoing chairs of the Committee, Professors Akehurst and Durfee, along with 
Professor Clayton, had a conversation about several matters. 
 
-- The Committee should discuss next year whether to adopt a statement vis-à-vis 7.12 statements 
about requiring faculty to raise the percentage of their salary proportionate to the research portion of their 
activities.  The tenure code requires that any 7.12 statements be approved by the dean, senior academic 
officer, and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost. 
 
 Professor Akehurst agreed to write to the Provost and to Senior Vice President Cerra asking what 
is happening with the change in one department's 7.12 statement (requiring faculty to raise the percentage 
of their salary proportionate to their time devoted to research) and to urge that department heads be 
reminded that all 7.12 statements must be approved up the line. 
 
-- Should the tenure code be changed to accommodate the practice of requiring faculty in some 
fields to raise external research-funding?  The Committee was told in May, 2003, that if there is a change 
in the 7.12 statement, probationary faculty can choose to be judged by either the new or the one under 
which they were hired, but tenured faculty are bound by the new statement because it was adopted by a 
democratic vote of the department.  Professor Clayton pointed out that new requirements, however, 
cannot be imposed universally because most or many faculty in some fields may not be able to obtain 
research grants. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
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