
ACADEMIC HEALTH CENTER STUDENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (AHC SCC) MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2002
5:00 - 6:00
488 CHILD REHAB CENTER

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or Twin
Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent the view of, nor
are they binding on the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.]

PRESENT:
Melissa Highman, Chair (Nursing), Jessica Hammell (Veterinary Medicine), Alisa Madson (Dentistry), Mark Wiisanen
(UMD School of Medicine).

ABSENT: Ali Toumadj (Pharmacy), Mark Weisbrod (Medical School).

REGRETS: Andy Grande (Medical School).

GUESTS: Barbara Brandt.

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Committee members introduced themselves.

Barbara Brandt, Assistant Vice President for Education in the AHC, said that the purpose of this committee is to provide her,
and other AHC administrators, with student input into issues affecting the AHC. In the past, the committee dealt with the
web portal, my AHC, and study space. She would like all members to let her know if there are any problems for students
within their college so that these issues can be addressed. On a related  note, she would like the committee to elect a chair this
year so that she has one committee member to serve as her main contact and who she can work with on agenda items.

2. CHANGES IN THE AHC

Barbara Brandt addressed the following issues with the committee:

PRE-HEALTH SCIENCE ADVISING
A Pre-Health Science Advising Office opened September 4 as a way to help undergraduate students who are interested in all
health fields. She said that the office will instruct students about wha t tests are necessary and how to apply. Currently, the
office is in temporary space, but will be relocated to the Bookstore space once it moves to Coffman in January. She said that
she is sensitive to the graduate students needs as well, and asked the committee what programming or services they would
like to see offered?

Members made the following comments:

Learning the legal aspects of signing a contract since this a big step for many students after completing classes
UMD transition issues
Choosing electives
Studying abroad options
Pairing pre-Med students with older mentors to learn about the program from a student perspective
E-mentoring of undergraduate and high school students interested in heal th careers
Debt load and money management
Residency requirements and placement
Global community for health fields
Basic new student information such as housing, entertainment, transportation, etc.

CLINICAL SKILLS LAB
The second floor of the Phillip-Wangensteen Building is being turned int o clinical simulation labs. The labs will be geared
towards all AHC programs and will feature 18 different exam rooms. Each room will have two video cameras to see the
patient and the student for self-assessment on both areas, as well as faculty assessment. With the facility slated to open in



November, faculty from each college are being asked to become involved in its usage.

TECHNOLOGY
More technology needs to be integrated into the teaching and learning en vironment. One example is video conference over
the ethernet being used at this meeting. The Nursing program at Rochester and the Pharmacy program at Duluth will both be
using this technology. Wireless is also being installed in the halls so that students can use their laptops outside of class.

Technology teaching rooms are also being created to comply with new HIPA standards which require everyone to be
computer competent to avoid disclosure of patient information.

Unfortunately, she said there is no room in the AHC for more computer labs. Hopefully the problem will be alleviated once
Coffman’s computer lab opens in January.

CLASSROOM UPGRADES
Barbara Brandt stated that the AHC has done an inventory of 35 classrooms, and has identified some funding for upgrades,
but more is needed. Scheduling of rooms is also a problem since many AHC classes do not have the same meeting times
each day or week throughout a semester. She is talking with other institutions to see how they deal with this issue.

Members then made the following comments:

Furniture in many rooms needs to be addressed, since many times seats or writing arms are broken so the desk is
unusable
There are problems with Mayo 100/125 and Eustis and Todd Auditoriums in that the class has more students
registered than there are seats, so many times students have to sit in the aisles
Video conferencing might help with some space issues

3. ELECTION OF 2002-03 CHAIR

Melissa Highman was elected AHC SCC Chair for 2002-03.

4. OTHER BUSINESS

With no other business the meeting was adjourned.

Becky Hippert
University Senate


