
ACADEMIC HEALTH CENTER STUDENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (AHC SCC) MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2002
5:00 - 6:00
488 CHILD REHAB CENTER

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or Twin
Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent the view of, nor
are they binding on the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.]

PRESENT:
Yogi Samant (Public Health), Jessica Stamschror (Veterinary Medicine), Mark Weisbrod (Medical School), Mark Wiisanen
(UMD School of Medicine).

ABSENT:
Andy Grande (Medical School), Michael Hawley (Dentistry), Melissa Highman (Nursing), Doug Streifel (Pharmacy).

GUESTS: Barbara Brandt, Jane Miller.

1. STUDENT SERVICES

Barbara Brandt addressed the following topics with the committee:

Classroom Planning

Focus is needed on computers
Should a level of technological competency be required?
Diehl Hall is being considered to hold a computer lab, training facility , and multi-media center

Advising and Career Center

Current bookstore will become a pre-health science advising center
Is a center for career planning needed for current AHC students?
Career development and financial aid might be helpful for current students

Committee members made the following comments:

Financial aid and debt management skills would be helpful
Vet Med students need to know what they need to buy into a practice
Financial aid clinics should be set-up at the beginning of each semester  with scheduled hours for AHC students to go
for help

Computers

PWB basement space will be used for classrooms and computer labs
Should more computers be provided or just space for laptops?
Do students use campus computers or just connect from home?
Would students stay late to use on-campus computers?
Next year patient data will be available online, and health care systems will be penalized when an employee breaches
security
Commission is looking at requiring student nametags that would list each student’s computer competency

Committee members made the following comments:

Current wireless system is limited for students who have laptops
Each college requires some type of computer access although not all students have computer training



International students should have computer training as part of their or ientation
All students have to pass a test in basic computer competency; those who do not pass should be required to take a
short course
Self-assessment for computer skills might also be possible
Duluth’s computer facility is adequate for all its students and allow internet-based tests and online board exams
There are only 15 computers for almost 4,000 TC Medical students
Many students would stay on campus to use computers because the connection speed is faster

2. REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS AND BLOOD BORNE PATHOGEN POLICY IMPLEMENTATION

Barbara Brandt said that the Blood Borne Pathogen policy has been approved to require immunization of all AHC students
in case of needle-sticks and/or exposure during their rotations. Veterinary Medicine is not included in this policy but all
other schools are. Last year there were 86 students involved in needle-s tick accidents, while the national average is 800,000
per year. To be effective, medication needs to start within two hours of the exposure. Since students are not employees, a
separate system needed to be established. A 24-hour triage nurse position will be created where all students can access
medication and follow-up care.

No school besides Veterinary Medicine is being excluded since there is a  risk of infectious disease in all other schools and
programs. All students will get a letter regarding the immunization requirement, which will include Hepatitis B. A health
clearance form will also need to be completed before any student can start a rotation. Students will also receive needle-stick
and exposure training before any rotation starts.

Committee members noted that this is important for all students since some students might not go on a rotation but will work
for agencies or with faculty members and be exposed through these activities. Students also need to be informed of the cost
difference for immunizations between different clinics around campus.

Barbara Brandt said that Vet Med has its own protocols for infectious diseases, mainly anthrax. She then noted that another
test being conducted is mask fitting, as required by OSHA, for TB outbreaks. All students will need to be correctly fitted
before they can go on any rotation.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Becky Hippert
University Senate


