
[In these minutes: 1. AHC Student Space Needs, 2. Discussion with Administrators]

ACADEMIC HEALTH CENTER STUDENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (AHC SCC)

MINUTES

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2000
5:00 - 6:00
488 CHILD REHAB CENTER

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or Twin
Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent the view of, nor
are they binding on the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.]

PRESENT:
Bruce Trimble(Chair- Dentistry), Leslie Helou (Pharmacy), Emily Irwin (Medical School), Resa Jones (Public Health), Gina
Lee (Medical School).

REGRETS: Heather McCurdy (Veterinary Medicine), Neil Tassoni (Nursing).

GUESTS: Donald Adderley, Terry Bock, Senior Vice President Frank Cerra, Lorelee Wederstrom.

1. AHC STUDENT STUDY SPACE NEEDS

Representatives from each of the AHC schools reported on collected survey results from the last meeting.

MEDICAL SCHOOL
A web site is being developed to ask students what available space they use as well as an e-mail for first and second year
students. Results will be available by the March meeting. When asking students if classrooms would work, most were
against the idea since most desks cannot accommodate the number of reference books that students need to study. There is a
need for quiet study space as well as small group areas. As for CHIP, students noted that many undergraduates use this
space, as well as the airport lounge, because of Coffman being closed.

DENTISTRY
Bruce Trimble reported that a paper survey was sent out and class presidents are now tabulating the final results but some
answers seem to be clear from preliminary views of the surveys. Dental students are in need of small group space. Most
students do not use the library because of the temperature and lighting and instead choose to study off-campus. 24 hour
access to buildings and labs and safety concerns were also sited by many students.

As for CHIP, 95% of dental students do not participate in CHIP programming. 40-50% use the refrigerator and microwaves,
but usually wait for these services.

PHARMACY
Leslie Helou stated that pharmacy students would stay at night to study if there were more options. Students that she talked
to normally do not use CHIP and when they try to study in the library the six small group rooms are always full which forces
many students to study off-campus. Students seemed to prefer a conference room setting to classrooms for extra study space
since classrooms cannot easily be modified for small group and there is not enough room on desks for all study materials.
The preference would be for rooms that accommodated four to six students with late night hours.

Additionally, Leslie said that there will also be a shortage of 30 - 40 lockers for pharmacy students next year. If the dental
and dental hygiene female students do not use their space, then pharmacy students would like the additional space for
lockers and studying.

Bruce Trimble said that dental and dental hygiene students want their locker space moved so he and Leslie should work on a
plan to help students from both colleges.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Resa Jones said that a mass e-mail was sent to all public health students and 147 responses were received. She then
distributed the results. In summary, no public health students use CHIP. There is a public health lounge, located in Mayo,
but it not used much since it is only close to a few departments in public health, there are no kitchen facilities, and the room
is in poor condition. From the survey, students sited cleaning the room as the biggest improvement that can be made.



For students in Epidemiology, space is available in WBOB. There are two computers and a public study area during the day
and then conference rooms and the cafeteria for night use. Students in Epidemiology have 24 hour key card access to these
facilities, but other public health students do not.

2. DISCUSSION WITH ADMINISTRATORS

Lorelee Wederstrom and Donald Adderley, from AHC Facilities Management, then joined the meeting. Bruce Trimble
provided a recap of information collected from each college.

Lorelee Wederstrom then said that the Outside In Café is being modified so that after hours the serving line can be closed yet
the seating will still be open for public use.

Q: Would it be possible for conference rooms or Sostanza to be open all night for studying?

A: Conference rooms are hard since they are scattered throughout buildings, departmental coordination would be needed,
and security would be a big issue. One central location, such as Sostanza, would be a much better option and easier to
implement in terms of security and access.

Q: Do students just need a lounge or two separate spaces?

A: Separate areas are needed for noise reasons.

Q: Is there a policy on what times doors are locked?

A: Some doors lock at 10 one night and then 8 the next night so many students use the tunnel system through the hospital.
Information on building hours should be published at points of entry so that everyone knows.

Lorelee Wederstrom then turned to the space on the fifth floor of Diehl Hall. The library is considering moving its stacks
into that area and then allocating student space on a lower level.

Dr. Cerra pointed out that there would be no way to isolate this other space and thereby guarantee security.

Q: Would it be possible for 5th floor space to be devoted to small group rooms?

A: 10,000 square feet dedicated to small group rooms will not happen because space is at such a premium. Cubes or small
classrooms, so that there would be multiple uses, would be a better use of the space. Kitchen space should also be included
for this area.

Dr. Cerra said that a card reader could be installed at Phillip-Wangensteen Building to allow night access to Sostanza,
Outside In, and the Airport Lounge, as well as Diehl Hall. This would then provide AHC students with a large amount of
study and lounge space after hours.

The committee then turned to the issue of lounge space. Bruce Trimble said that if the dental and dental hygiene student
lockers could be moved to a different floor for safety reasons then more lounge space would be available for Nursing and
Pharmacy students. He also noted that Public Health and Veterinary Medicine do not use CHIP because of its location. The
St. Paul campus has a shuttle but something might be needed to move public health students from WBOB to Mayo and back.

Lorelee Wederstrom said that she would need to look into what is available and what other space could be found. She would
try to bring floor plans with private office and open spaces noted to the next meeting.

Q: What if a college wants its own dedicated space?

A: Then that college needs to find the space within its building and pay  for any remodeling. Research, instruction, and
students are all competing for a small amount of space since the University is land-locked and cannot expand.

With no further questions, Bruce Trimble thanked all members for attending and adjourned the meeting.

Becky Hippert
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