
DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
FEBRUARY 20, 2008 
 
In these minutes:  Disabled Students Cultural Center (DSCC) Update, Disabilities 
Services Director Search Update, Disabilities Studies Program Update and Discussion, 
Report on Committee Chair's Meeting, Announcements/Other Business] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the 
University of Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, 
conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they 
binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT:  Alex Lubet, chair, Carol Rachac, Nicole Tollefson, Joanie Toole, Kimberly 
Simon, Dale Branton, James Gambucci, Maria Gini, Julia Robinson, Rachel Garaghty, 
Miriam Krause, Emily Smith 
 
REGRETS:  Eric Schnell, Tammy Berberi, Marilyn Bruin, Kathryn Kohnert 
 
ABSENT:  Amy Hewitt, Lesley Craig-Unkefer 
 
I).  Professor Lubet called the meeting to order and asked those present to introduce 
themselves. 
 
II).  Professor Lubet presented Renee Dempsey, Senate staff, with a gift for all the work 
she does for the committee, strawberry guava jam from Hawaii. 
 
III).  Members unanimously approved the November 28, 2007 minutes. 
 
IV).  Rachel Garaghty provided the committee with a Disabled Students Cultural Center 
(DSCC) update, and highlighted the following: 

• Upcoming events: 
o Comedy night and talent show will take place this Saturday, February 23rd.  

Comedian Steve Krause will kick off this event. 
o The DSCC will co-sponsor a Gopher Women's Basketball game on 

February 28th.  There will be a great half-time show of wheelchair 
basketball.  The DSCC has reserved two suites.  Committee members 
interested in attending should contact Rachel Garaghty for tickets. 

 
V).  Professor Lubet reported that Disability Services continues its search for a permanent 
director.  Professor Patrick McNamara, former Disabilities Issues chair, is chairing this 
search committee.  He has assured Professor Lubet that the Disabilities Issues Committee 
will have an opportunity to meet with the small list of finalists. 
 
VI).  Professor Lubet provided the committee with a Disabilities Studies Program update. 
As background, Professor Lubet described Disabilities Studies as an interdisciplinary 



field that takes as its point of departure the social model of disability, which is the idea 
that the impairment is embodied and that disability is socially and culturally constructed.  
He noted that previously an undergraduate program had been proposed to the Hubert H. 
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs and the College of Education and Human 
Development, but it had been rejected. 
 
Efforts, however, to offer a Disabilities Studies Program at the University continue, 
despite previous setbacks.  Professor Lubet reported on a very positive meeting with Dr. 
David Johnson, associate dean for research in the College of Education and Human 
Development, on Monday.  During this meeting, Professor Lubet learned that the 
Graduate School is soliciting proposals for funding for new interdisciplinary Graduate 
School academic programs.  The small group working on making a Disabilities Studies 
Program a reality at the University intends to submit a proposal for funding for a graduate 
level program on the Twin Cities campus.  The deadline to apply for this funding is May 
1, 2008.   
 
A unique aspect of the newly envisioned Disabilities Studies Program, reported Professor 
Lubet, is that it would entail a double major at the graduate level.  Members spent a 
significant amount of time debating the feasibility of a double major, and how it would 
differ from a broad interdisciplinary program.  Professor Lubet explained that it would be 
even more broadly interdisciplinary than the interdisciplinary programs that currently 
exist at the University. 
 
Concern was voiced over selling and maintaining a Disabilities Studies Program given 
the fact that it would not have a well-defined list of majors that students could choose 
from.  The suggestion was made to start with a more well-defined program; this approach 
may make it easier to sell the program and easier to build a core set of courses around.  
Professor Lubet indicated that he believes that the double major aspect will likely resolve 
itself, and naturally self-limit to a subset of second majors.  Taking this concern under 
advisement, he stated that the program could list examples of second majors, instead of a 
list of absolute qualifiers. 
 
A demonstrated need for the program must be incorporated into the proposal stated 
Professor Lubet.  With the permission of the committee Professor Lubet requested that 
the proposal include examples of students working in the field. 
 
In light of time, Professor Lubet stated that a small working group would continue to 
meet to strategize about the graduate level Disabilities Studies Program proposal.  
Professor Lubet welcomed input from all members. 
 
V).  Professor Lubet stated that Kimberly Simon attended the Senate Committee Chair's 
meeting in his stead as he had a teaching conflict.  Mr. Simon reported that at this 
meeting she shared information about what the Disabilities Issues Committee had been 
working on, e.g. revising the committee's charge, offering a Disabilities Studies Program, 
collaborative discussions with the DSCC to bring Dr. Arlene Kanter 



(http://www.law.syr.edu/faculty/facultymember.aspx?fac=72) from Syracuse University 
to campus. 
 
VI).  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
a).  Professor Lubet noted that he and his wife would be giving a concert at Dreamland 
Arts in St. Paul at 7:30 on Friday, March 7th.  While the concert does not have any 
disability content, Dreamland Arts (http://www.dreamlandarts.com/) does.  Dreamland 
Arts is a community arts facility that is extremely disability friendly.  All proceeds from 
the concert will go to Dreamland Arts. 
 
b).  A member stated that her daughter was cast in Fidgety Fairy Tales: The Mental 
Health Musical, a theatrical production where young actors use fairy tales to take on the 
negative stereotypes associated with mental health disorders like AD/HD, depression, and 
anxiety.  Visit www.macmh.org for more information about the production, a traveling 
show running throughout March and part of April. 
 
c).  The University of Wisconsin LaCrosse will host disability scholar Harriet McBryde 
Johnson in mid April.  Dr. McBryde Johnson will speak on "Living with disabilities:  
What most people do not know about being disabled" at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 16. 
 
VII).  OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
A member asked whether there are collections of anecdotal essays about what it is like to 
have a disability, particularly as a student.  A member stated that one author is Jane L. 
Toleno.  Professor Lubet added that the Temple University Press has several books that 
are based on personal narratives.  Another member suggested reading the work of Harriet 
McBryde Johnson. 
 
Professor Lubet volunteered to share more information about such resources for those 
interested.  In closing, he mentioned another resource, The Review of Disability Studies, 
and the URL is http://www.rds.hawaii.edu/. 
 
VIII).  Hearing no further business, Professor Lubet thanked members for their 
participation and adjourned the meeting. 
 
        Renee Dempsey 
        University Senate 


