
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 18, 1998 

385 Law School Building 

3:00 PM 

 

In these minutes:  

Library Access Center, Funding Issues for Walter Library, U Card, Upcoming Senate Meeting, Meeting Schedule, 
and Tour of the Law Library 

  

MINUTES 

  

Present: Gerhard Weiss (Chair); Karen Fischer, Suzanne Thorp for Joan Howland, Ellen Nagle for Thomas 
Shaughnessey, Bill Sozansky, Owen Williams, Linda Jorn, Mathur Kannan, Julia Kelly, Barbara Martinson, James 
Orf, Phillip Portoghese, Richard Richards, Peter Wells 

Absent: Robert McMaster, Bruce Moskowitz, Warren Warwick, Ari Hoptman 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or 
Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the 
views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 

The University of Minnesota Senate Library Committee met at 3:00 PM on Wednesday, March 18, 1998 in 385 Law 
School Building on the West Bank of the University of Minnesota.  

MINUTES.  

The minutes from the Library Committee meeting held on February 18, 1998 were approved as written. 

FUNDING ISSUES FOR WALTER LIBRARY. 

Don Kelsey, Office of Facilities and Operations Management for the University Libraries, distributed a handout 
which described the Walter digital technology center and Science & Engineering Library renovation project in terms 
of their status with the legislature as of March 18, 1998. He reported that the Senate and House version of the 
Bonding Bill have been referred to the Conference Committee; in fact, the committee is scheduled to have its first 
meeting at 4:00 PM this afternoon. He also noted that the Senate version of the bill has Walter in for $1,000,000 to 
complete the architectural design through the completion of contract documents. However, the house version of the 
bill is a little more complicated; the text of the House bill relative to Walter is as follows: 

Walter Digital Technology Center/Science and Engineering Library. To design, renovate, furnish, 
and equip phase one of the Walter Digital Technology Center/Science and Engineering Library on 
the Minneapolis campus. This appropriation is contingent upon commitment of $5,000,000 from 
non-state sources. The project cost of phase two may not exceed $13,600,000. Notwithstanding 



any other law to the contrary, the board of regents may enter into construction contracts for both 
phases of the project for a total amount not to exceed $53,600,000.  

Mr. Kelsey added that the bonding process is not well understood, but that the object is to put everything on the 
table for the conference committee. The expected completion date for Walter is the fall of 2001. One committee 
member asked what would happen if the full amount is not approved. Mr. Kelsey reported that the project as it was 
conceived in 1994 was planned with 1999 dollars, taking inflation into account. In other words, there are positive 
cost breaks with the project that has helped to even out the proposed dollar amount.  

LIBRARY ACCESS CENTER. 

Don Kelsey reported that there will be two caverns in the access center. He noted that sand is still being carried 
away from the site, and that a tunnel should be completed under the Law School in two months. The bids are now 
open for the second phase of the building project, and the construction bids coming in within the last two months 
have been cautiously optimistic. The expected completion date for this project is September 1999. He added that the 
construction crew is working with very high integrity limestone, and the advances with the geo-technical 
engineering is exciting.  

U CARD. 

The Biomedical Library seems to be the only library where students have problems using their U cards, but since the 
library needs so much copying done, it is often necessary to outsource this service. However, the library does have 
alternative copying services, such as billing the students, so no one should be unable to make copies in that library. 
Another problem is the fact that U cards from the coordinate campuses aren't interchangeable between locations; 
someone with a Duluth U card is not able to make copies at the Twin Cities libraries using their U card. The cost for 
these systems at the copy machine costs approximately $1,000, so it would be very costly to replace those currently 
in place with a new system. Committee members agreed, however, that it is important to make the University 
libraries as user friendly as possible, and will continue to consider this issue. 

UPCOMING SENATE MEETING. 

Professor Gerhard Weiss, Chair, informed committee members that he will be making a presentation at the Senate 
meeting in May, 1998 to educate faculty members on various aspects of the library, including funding, costs, and 
updates about the business of the Library Committee. He added that he will work on this presentation with Tom 
Shaughnessey, Director of University Libraries, but that the substance of the presentation needs to go before the 
Faculty Consultative Committee before going to the Senate. A draft of this presentation will be brought to 
committee members for their review at the April meeting for comments and suggestions.  

MEETING SCHEDULE. 

Because the Chair teaches during the already scheduled April and May meetings of the Library Committee, it will be 
necessary to reschedule those two meetings. The new April and May meetings will take place at the same time on 
Tuesday, April 14 (which may be held in the Music Library) and Thursday, May 28. 

LAW LIBRARY TOUR. 

Suzanne Thorp, Assistant Director for Faculty and Public Service at the Law School Library, provided committee 
members with the following handouts: 1) Law School web page which lists the 1996-97 profile of the Law School; 
and 2) Law Library information, including research tools and library services. She also provided the members with 
the following overview of library statistics and services before bringing them on a tour of the Law Library on the 
West Bank: 

• There are approximately 800,000+ volumes and volume equivalents; 



• There are 29 library staff, 426 study carrels, and 934 total seating; 
• The scholarly journals include Minnesota Law Review, Law & Inequality, MN Journal of Global Trade, 

Constitutional Commentary, and Crime and Justice; 
• Library catalogs include MNCAT Web or MNCAT Telnet, among other library catalogs around the state, 

region, and the world; 
• Electronic resources include internet legal resources, Westlaw & Lexis, and James Levee CD-ROM 

Network; 
• They also have guides and pathfinders authored by U of M law librarians; 
• The Law Library was built in 1978; 
• Arthur C. Pulley, former Librarian, is responsible for putting the Law Library on the map; foreign 

collections grew dramatically at the library with his help; 
• Exhibits change periodically: famous and not-so-famous trials are now on display; 
• The Law Library is open to everyone, including the public and law firms in the area; 
• The U of M Law Library cooperates with Hamline University and William Mitchell College of Law 

libraries offering interchangeable services; 
• The Law Library has gained wide recognition for its special collections in Native American Indian law; 
• The Law Library is autonomous from the other University libraries, including separate budget and policies; 

this is typical for law libraries throughout the country; 
• Westlaw and Lexis databases are marketed to the law schools at a very reduced rate, but the Law Library 

cannot allow non-law students at the University to use it. However, there are several other databases that 
can be used by anyone. 

Following discussion, Suzanne Thorpe took committee members on a tour of the Law Library on the West Bank. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:20PM. 

  

  


