
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Friday, October 2, 1998 

238 Morrill Hall 

1:00 PM 

 

In these minutes:  

Update on Status of the Libraries, Task Force, Finance & Planning Committee, Coordinate Campus Updates, New 
Plans for 1998-99 

   

MINUTES 

  

Present: Peter Wells (Chair); Suzanne Thorpe for Joan Howland, Thomas Shaughnessy, Bill Sozansky, Owen 
Williams, Jill Gidmark, Mathur Kannan, Julia Kelly, Barbara Martinson, Paul Ruden, Robert Seidel, Phillip 
Portoghese, Richard Richards 

Regrets: James Orf, Norma Allewell, Karen Fischer 

Absent: Warren Warwick 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or 
Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the 
views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 

The University of Minnesota Senate Library Committee met at 1:00 PM on Friday, October 2, 1998 in 238 Morrill 
Hall on the East Bank of the University of Minnesota. A copy of the 1997-98 Annual Report was distributed to 
committee members prior to the meeting for their information. 

MINUTES.  

The minutes from the Library Committee meeting held in May, 1998 were approved as written. 

UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE LIBRARIES. 

Tom Shaughnessy, University Librarian, reported that there will be several renovation and remodeling changes 
affecting the University Libraries in the next two years:  

• The storage caverns in the new MN Library Access Center on the West Bank should be open in September, 
1999. 

• Next summer, the current Science and Engineering journals will temporarily be relocated to Norris 
Gymnasium along with reference materials, reserve reading, and on-line services.  



• Education and Psychology collections will be moving permanently to Wilson Library during the winter 
break. 

• Since not all library materials will be located on the same campus as the corresponding department faculty, 
University library delivery services will need to be improved. The expense of delivery services run 
approximately $6.75 an hour for student workers; the Office of Financial Aid is pleased to have on-campus 
jobs available to offer students. The libraries hire over 200 students each year to work in the libraries and 
will need to add approximately 25-33% more students to meet the new delivery service needs. 

• Faculty in the Architecture Building will be moving to the Poucher Building while the Architecture 
Building is under construction, and faculty in the Department of Social Work will be moving to the St. Paul 
Campus. The libraries will move frequently used Social Work materials to St. Paul while older materials 
will be stored in Wilson Library. 

• The libraries would like to eliminate the outdated Lumina on-line system. The state provided $12 million 
for a new system on the condition that the University agrees to allow state/local colleges and K-12 schools 
to use it as well. A new system to replace Lumina will be the state of the art DRA System (Data Research 
Associates), which is now being installed at UCLA. It will be simpler to use than Lumina with the added 
benefit of facilitating distance education. In fact, Minnesota is the first state to allow any library in the state 
to join the new system. DRA will be active on the Morris Campus next summer, and at the Twin Cities 
Campus by the year 2000. 

• All information in the card catalog is now in Lumina, except for that in non-roman scripts. The libraries 
would like to eliminate the old card catalogs since they take up an enormous amount of space. 

TASK FORCE. 

Executive Vice President & Provost Robert Bruininks appointed a task force to address the long-range needs and the 
future of the University libraries. Tom Shaughnessy, co-chair with Norma Allewell, reported that a draft was 
submitted to EVPP Bruininks by the August 15, 1998 deadline and became the basis for the library biennial request. 
The task force is currently working on revisions to the draft and will circulate the final report to the Library 
Committee upon completion.  

FINANCE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

Professor Peter Wells, Chair, reported that when he attended a Senate Orientation to talk about current issues being 
addressed by the University libraries, he was invited to attend a Finance and Planning Committee meeting in the 
near future to talk about resources for the libraries. Professor Wells asked that committee members think about 
information they would like presented to the Finance and Planning Committee and provide him with suggestions 
before the next meeting. 

COORDINATE CAMPUS UPDATES. 

• Crookston -- Owen Williams reported that the Crookston Campus is developing a new technology center 
including a computer center, ITV, and webmaster capabilities. He added that $200,000 was awarded from 
the legislature for the planning of the new tech center. 

• Duluth -- Bill Sozansky noted that the groundbreaking for the new library took place on June 23 and that 
excavation is now 95% complete. Opening day is planned for the summer of 2000 in time for the new 
semester system. The library received new funds, but not enough to cover the inflation rate; he will provide 
the Chair with more detailed figures in the future. 

NEW PLANS FOR 1998-99. 

Professor Wells presented two ideas to the Library Committee and asked members for their input: 

• The Library Committee could solicit input from all departments across the University on how faculty and 
graduate students utilize the library resources. Although the University libraries currently obtain 



information on how the information is obtained by departments, it would be useful for the Library 
Committee to learn about the impact these new services have on department members, i.e., how are faculty 
and graduate students using library resources? Options for obtaining this information were discussed, and 
included distributing a standardized questionnaire for uniform comparison and/or utilizing the Center for 
Survey Research. It was also noted that the committee be sure that it's not duplicating effort. All members 
agreed that such information would be very useful for legislative and resource requests, and could be 
viewed as a public relations tool.  

• The Library Committee could plan three or four faculty fora, or information sessions, throughout the year 
to communicate library issues to faculty members. The title, "Demystifying the Library," would address 
four main topics related to: 1) copyright issues; 2) journal costs; 2) the acquisition process; and 3) changes 
in digital resources. The sessions would be informal and could be scheduled for November, February, and 
April for a couple hours in the mid-afternoon. Organizing such faculty fora would result in the opportunity 
for the Library Committee to communicate more with faculty as a whole about crucial issues in the 
libraries.  

A copy of the membership list and committee charge will be distributed to all committee members. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:50PM. 


