
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

1-2:30PM 

238 Morrill Hall 

Friday, May 7, 1999 

 

In these minutes: 

Borrowing Privileges for Unaffiliated Users Policy, Walter Renovation, Coordinate Campus Updates, University 
Press 

  

MINUTES 

  

Present: Peter Wells, Chair; Tom Shaughnessey, Jill Gidmark, Julia Kelly, Owen Williams, Phillip Portughese, Jean 
Richards, Paul Ruden, James Orf, Mathur Kannan, Bill Sozansky, Karen Fischer, Amy Myrbo, Warren Warwick, 
Robert Seidel 

Guest:  Suzan Hallgren, Access and Delivery Services for the University Libraries 

Regrets: Barbara Martinson, Joan Howland, Lisa Norling 

Absent: Jesse Grenz, Michael Schurter 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or 
Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent 
the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents. 

The Library Committee met at 1PM on Friday, May 7, 1999 in 238 Morrill Hall on the East Bank Campus on the 
University of Minnesota. The minutes from the March and April meetings were approved as written. 

Borrowing Privileges for Unaffiliated Users Policy 

A copy of the Borrowing Privileges for Unaffiliated Users Policy was distributed to committee members prior to the 
meeting for their review. Tom Shaughnessey, Director of the University Libraries, and Suzan Hallgren, Team 
Leader for Access Services, reported that other universities in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area encourage their students 
to make use of the University of Minnesota libraries in addition to their own libraries. It was noted that businesses in 
the area utilize the University Library collections on a daily basis as well, many of them being smaller businesses 
that do not have their own libraries.  

However, a problem exists when the University of Minnesota faculty and students are unable to access collections 
because individuals from outside the university borrow needed material. Although the University of Minnesota is a 
land grant university and wants to serve the community, it is becoming necessary to obtain funds for these services. 
Therefore, the University Library has created a new policy on borrowing privileges for unaffiliated users.  



The main goals of the policy are to reduce the number of books that are taken out of the University and to recover 
expenses. It was noted that the policy is not meant to restrict people from using the collections at the libraries, but 
rather to limit the number of off-campus individuals who check out several items on a regular basis. In essence, the 
policy will: 

o Raise the annual fee to $100-250, depending on the desired level of membership  
o Limit the number of items charged 
o Limit loan period from 9 weeks to 6 weeks 
o Not allow any renewal or recall privileges 
o Not allow remote access to electronic resources 
o Maintain the same library fine rates 
o Allow access to fee-based services 

It was noted that the University of Minnesota lends more books and resources to other libraries than any other 
academic library in the United States. The additional funds obtained through this policy will go to the borrowing and 
fines operation, which is now operating at a deficit. The General Counsel’s Office has already reviewed the policy, 
and Tom Shaughnessy asked the Library Committee for its support. A motion was made, seconded, and approved 
that the Library Committee supports the new policy and asked Mr. Shaughnessy to report back in one year on its 
effectiveness. 

Walter Renovation 

Suzan Hallgren reported on some of the latest changes occurring as a result of the renovations to Walter Library. 
She stated that current periodicals will be stored temporarily in the Norris Gym on the East Bank Campus, while the 
older periodicals will be stored in the new Library Access Center on the West Bank. A delivery system for materials 
has been set up to run twice a day and requests can be made by phone, fax, or e-mail. She added that Lumina-to-U 
will also be in service to bring photocopies and books directly to one's office for a fee. It was noted that anyone can 
make an appointment to browse through the MLAC caverns, and that the 3 floors above ground will be used as 
reading rooms. The target date for the completion of the renovations to Walter Library is December 2002. 

Coordinate Campus Updates. 

Duluth - Bill Sozansky noted that they are working on book awards, a beta test site for the Gateway project, and 
budgets to cover expenses for materials. 

Morris - Karen Fischer reported that they had a space consultant out yesterday to look at how to make the existing 
building last another 20 years. 

Crookston - Owen Williams stated that they are preparing for accreditation and trying to get electronic resources to 
count toward the accreditation. 

University Press. 

The University Press has moved off-campus and last year recruited a new director. Over the years, the University 
decreased the subsidy to the University Press to less than $100,000 per year. The problem is that the University 
Press is now facing a greater reduction in University support. The Committee on the Press, however, is working hard 
to keep this from happening and may welcome support from the Senate Library Committee. 

Announcements. 

• The University Libraries submitted a nomination to name the Library Access Building after Elmer 
Anderson. 

• Library Committee member, Professor Jill Gidmark, received a Morse Distinguished Teaching Award. 



• The next meeting of the Library Committee is scheduled for June 4, 1999. 

The meeting adjourned at 2PM. 

  


