
LIBRARY COMMITTEE  
1:30-3:00 PM  
Friday, October 8, 1999  
   
   

In these minutes: Introductions, Brief overview of University Libraries, Summary of Task Force 
on Future of University of Libraries Report, and Other Business.  
   
   

MINUTES 

Present: Robert Seidel, Tom Shaughnessy, Peter Firchow, Karen Fischer, Jill Gidmark, Mathur 
S. Kannan, Geri Malandra, Lisa Norling, James Orf, Philip Portoghese, Jean Richards, P. Paul 
Ruden, Walter Sargent, Suzanne Thorpe (for Joan Howland), Owen Williams.  

Regrets: Jim Parente, Bill Sozansky  

Absent: Stephen LaPlant, David Lenander, Barbara Martinson, Warren Warwick  

 
 
These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or the Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.  

 

The library committee met at 1:30 PM on Friday, October 8, 1999 in 300 Morrill Hall on the 
East Bank Campus on the University of Minnesota.  

INTRODUCTIONS  

The meeting began with the introductions of the members present. The chair then reviewed the 
Committee's charge, and stated that members could make recommendations apart from the report 
at meetings. The chair also reviewed the times and dates of the committee meetings; they will 
still be held on Fridays, but the time will change from 1:00-2:30 to 1:30-3:00 PM.  

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES  

• Each library director spoke for a few minutes to explain their library system, 
organizational structure and reporting relationships. Tom Shaughnessy discussed the 
Twin Cities Libraries: 

• Twin Cities Libraries report to their respective chancellors. The University libraries 
report to the office of Executive Vice President and Provost. Tom himself reports to Bob 



Bruininks, the Law Library reports to the dean of the Law School, and the Journalism and 
Immigration History Research Center report to the dean of CLA. 

• The departmental reading rooms are not part of the University Library system or catalog. 

• The Twin Cities campus has 90 librarians and 200 staff members in 5 main libraries and 
10 branch libraries, which contain paper and digital documents. 

• Suzanne Thorpe discussed the Law Library: it is one of the largest in the Midwest, 
serving approximately 800 students and 50 faculty members. It is a resource for the 
region, and contains not only American but also foreign documents. 

• Karen Fischer discussed the Morris Library, which is a part of the Council of Public 
Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC) organization. It is housed in one building with 5 
librarians and approximately 10 staff. 

• This year was the first time the campus offered a first-year seminar. Included was an 
information literacy component in which the librarians had two class periods in which to 
teach incoming freshman how to use the library. 

• Owen Williams described the Crookston Library. 
• It has two librarians and contains approximately 30,000 volumes. Williams goes inside 

classrooms to teach students about the library. He also talked about the use of laptops and 
their role in instruction on campus. 

SUMMARY OF TASK FORCE ON FUTURE OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES REPORT  

• Tom Shaughnessy led a discussion about this report. He said that the report was very 
relevant, it provided good information and set good goals, but the message should be 
repackaged to garner more financial support from the state of Minnesota. 

• Libraries received $1.1 million in one-time funds and $600,000 in continuing funds, 
which are not nearly sufficient to meet the recommendations of the Task Force. Owen 
Williams reported a popular conception that libraries received more than adequate funds, 
but in reality, it was not enough. There are still needs to be met. 

• Book and Journal prices have inflated so much that the libraries are spending more, but 
buying less than ever. Concentration of ownership of commercial journals and loss of 
trends in copyright law revision were cited as reasons why this problem is occurring. 

• The group then discussed what can or has been done to solve this problem. 
• Communication between the library and its constituencies, particularly the faculty, is key 

to reversing the popular conception that the Library has had sufficient funding. 
• Forums have not been successful, but the library web page has good potential for 

communicating with others. 
• They discussed private donations and going to specific colleges for support as additional 

efforts. 
• Another idea is to raise the cost of library privileges for Alumni to alleviate the crunch. 

This matter will be discussed and reported on at the next meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

• The group discussed the merits of digital libraries, and whether or not print will be erased 
by digital. The consensus was that digital will compliment the print documents. However, 



eventually it will be possible to print out entire books. The problem with the digital 
library is that information on the World Wide Web is not validated by anyone but the 
author. 

• There are several different digital projects currently underway in the Twin Cities 
libraries. These projects are of considerable interest to the faculty. 

• Databases on forestry and agricultural economics, developed by librarians on the St. Paul 
Campus are two of the very best digital files and are heavily consulted by researchers 
from around the world. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.  
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