
Library Committee  
1:30-3:00 PM  
Friday, March 3, 2000  
   
   

In these minutes: Call to Order, Approval of Minutes, Report on Problems of Retrieving 
Material from Caverns, Report on Science/Engineering periodicals & journals, Other business, 
Adjourn.  
   

MINUTES 

PRESENT: Tom Shaughnessy, Robert Seidel, Leanne Baylor (in for Geri Malandra), Karen 
Fischer, Jill Gidmark, Mathur Kannan, Amy Kudronowicz, Amy Myrbo, Lisa Norling, Jean 
Richards, Paul Ruden, Walter Sargent, Bill Sozansky, Suzanne Thorpe, Warren Warwick.  

REGRETS: Peter Firchow, Barbara Martinson, James Parente, James Orf, Owen Williams.  

ABSENT: Phillip Portoghese  

 
 
These minutes reflect discussion and debate of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions 
reported in these minutes represent the views of, not are the binding on, the Senate or Assembly, 
the Administration, or the Board of Regents.  

 

The Library Committee met at 1:30 PM on Friday, March 3, 2000 in 300 Morrill Hall on the East 
Bank Campus of the University of Minnesota.  

At 1:30 PM, the meeting was called to order by Robert Seidel and the minutes were approved as 
corrected.  

REPORT ON THE PROBLEMS OF RETRIEVING MATERIAL FROM CAVERNS 

• Sue Hallgren attended the meeting to discuss the Walter Library problems. 
• At the beginning of the move, all the science and engineering journals and books either 

went to the caverns or Norris Gym. 
• Collections were not moved until February. The collections were expected to have moved 

by the beginning of the spring semester. 
• Use of the collection stored in the caverns proved to be much higher than anticipated. The 

libraries are receiving 300 requests a day for items housed in the storage caverns on the 
West Bank. 



• The library also did not anticipate the number of private information brokers who 
regularly use the science and engineering collections. 

• Those brokers make copies of journal articles and then sell them to other companies. 
They also borrow books and deliver them to corporations for a fee. The library does not 
receive any of that money, simply the one-time $60 fee for purchasing a borrowing card. 

• Due to the heavy use by private parties, the libraries had to limit private users to 10 
requests per day per person. 

• The library is now filling about 90% of requests per day. There have been some problems 
with courier service, however. 

• The U administration is paying for courier service, but the workload is still too heavy for 
library staff. 

• Caverns were designed for low usage items, but librarians are finding that the shelving 
arrangement does not facilitate heavy usage. 

• There is a second Norris gym that will be made available in a month for additional 
science and engineering books and journals. 

• Estimations say that the libraries can fit 7 more years of journals in the second Norris 
gym, meaning that there will be 10 years of journals available in the gyms. 

• This will address 60% of requests, thereby reducing stress in caverns. 
• There is a class reserve section for books in Norris Gym. Anyone having a U card is 

eligible to get as many items as needed, but private users are limited to 10 items a day. 
• There is a reading room in the Andersen library if one would rather read there rather than 

waiting for the courier service. 
• U libraries have the strongest collection of science and engineering books in the state and 

therefore are extremely popular. 

REPORT ON SCIENCE/ENGINEERING PERIODICALS AND JOURNALS 

• Janice Jaguszewski only spoke about Sci/Eng library, although other areas have been hit 
with high inflation rates. 

• For the last 20 years, journal prices have soared, but the last 5 years have been 
particularly difficult. 

• The budget is expected to remain relatively static, while journal prices continue to 
increase. 

• The publishers give many reasons for inflation: fluctuating value of dollar in other 
countries, explosion of number of pages published, need to recover cost. 

• The Sci/Eng library has cancelled titles, and reallocated budget away from buying books 
to maintain subscriptions. 

• They have cancelled over 450 journals, and will drop 200 more by 00-01. 
• Research has especially been affected for graduate students. 
• The library has conducted a use study, and this has been helpful in deciding which 

subscriptions to cancel. 
• Less than 2% research overhead goes to the libraries. The library gets approximately $1.5 

million in ICR grant overhead. 
• VP Maziar's office indicated that the libraries share can not increase because 20% of use 

is not connected to the University (external use). 
• Students and faculty need to convince administration that the library has a problem. 



• In order to make the case, the library has to know how other schools deal with these types 
of problems, get statements out as testimonial, possibly utilize the local media, use 
alumni donations or endowments. 

• The basic thought on the matter is that there must be some internal outcry, as well as 
possibly having some external help. 

• The library committee feels that they must make it known that there is indeed a problem. 

• The task force report outlined the need for $10 million per year, but legislature and the 
governor reduced the appropriation to $1.6 million, only $600,000 of which is recurring 
money. 

• The faculty needs to be alerted and ask what it will be like if this trend continues. 

REPORT ON SCIT MEETING 

• Professor Seidel reported the concern of telnet being eliminated by Info Services. 
• VP Cawley said that they will look into the matter, and realized that the change was a 

major issue. 
• Shih-Pau Yen will look into the cost of Telnet. 
• The impression Professor Seidel received was that SCIT was worried about new services 

rather than maintaining the ones that already exist. 
• There may be a need to meet collectively with SCIT. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Tom Shaughnessy gave a report to the FCC on the libraries within the context of ongoing 
FCC discussions on the intellectual future of the University. 

• Professor Seidel intends to draft a report for the April meeting. 
• The UMD Library will be opening in November, and hope to have next November's 

meeting in UMD. 
• The next library committee meeting will be held in Andersen Library. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 P.M.  
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