
LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997 

300 Morrill Hall 

3:00 PM 

 

In these minutes: 

Update on Library Developments, Coordinate Campus Library Updates, Update on the Minnesota Library Access 
Center, and Renovations to Walter Library. 

  

MINUTES 

  

Present: Gerhard Weiss (Chair); Karen Fischer, Suzanne Thorp (for Joan Howland), Thomas Shaughnessy, Bill 
Sozansky, Owen Williams, Mathur Kannan, Julia Kelly, Barbara Martinson, Phillip Portoghese, Richard Richards, Peter 
Wells 

Absent: Linda Jorn, Robert McMaster, Bruce Moskowitz, James Orf, Warren Warwick, Ari Hoptman 

These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota Senate or Twin 
Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of 
or are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.   

The University of Minnesota Senate Library Committee met at 3:00 PM on Wednesday, October 29, 1997 in 300 Morrill 
Hall on the East Bank of the University of Minnesota. Professor Gerhard Weiss introduced himself as Chair of the 
1997-98 Library Committee and asked that the members present introduce themselves as well, including their 
departmental affiliations. 

UPDATE ON LIBRARY DEVELOPMENTS.  

Tom Shaughnessy, Director of University Libraries, reported on several recent developments with the U libraries:  

• Lumina’s web-based system now has a new look. Although the web interface to the on-line catalog has become 
user-friendlier, the university libraries are maintaining the telnet system for those individuals who prefer it to 
the new system.  

• The university twin cities libraries are forming a partnership with IBM to digitize a collection at a discount 
(approximately $140,000); information related to the partnership will be publicized when final. The Givens 
Collections on African-American literature was selected to be digitized, and Senior VP and Provost Bob 
Bruininks requested that there be K-12 access for this selection. The goal is to have it on the web for Black 
History Month in February, 1998.  

• The St. Paul Library is being recarpeted and repainted, and the public areas of Wilson Library on the West 
Bank are also being cleaned up; it was noted that Wilson’s sprinkler project is scheduled to be completed in 
May, 1998.  



• The university libraries currently run a successful program recruiting minority librarians. It is a very structured 
program which includes setting aside funds for 5-6 years, recruiting a minority applicant, providing the 
applicant with a mentor, and training the applicant through rotating assignments in different libraries at the 
university. One minority has been recruited at this point, and another is currently being hired in mid-
November. He added that the university applied for a Department of Education grant for a two-week 
internship training program; the proposal was approved and 35 interns will be at the university this summer. 

Other issues discussed briefly include databases on the World Wide Web, graphic usage, and asbestos in university 
libraries. 

COORDINATE CAMPUS LIBRARY UPDATES. 

• Duluth – Bill Sozansky reported that Duluth would be getting a new library facility with the support of 
Governor Carlson and Mark Yudof, President of the University of Minnesota; the goal is to break ground for 
the new library in May, 1998. He added that the library is currently in the process of conducting major 
renovations of its Web site and all of its collections and materials are now available on the Web. In fact, a new 
feature is available in which the Web catalog can link right out to the Web items.  

• Morris – Karen Fischer noted that the Morris Library had been working on eliminating old texts and selected 
items in the stacks throughout the summer. Library personnel are currently working on web-based courses to 
satisfy general education requirements; the first class started this month. She reported that faculty have been 
asked to have their students turn in a separate copy of their bibliography so the library can conduct an analysis 
of what journals are being used, what materials are being requested through interlibrary loans, etc; the more 
faculty that participate, the better. She added that a new librarian was hired over the summer, and that the 
library will have a student intern spending one week with each staff member to learn as much as possible about 
the library.  

• Crookston – Owen Williams stated that in spite of the flood, student enrollment in Crookston has been high. 
He added that library personnel are currently assisting East Grand Forks in beginning a program for Library 
Technicians. There may be an academic reorganization in Crookston in which there would be programs as 
opposed to divisions. The indexing project continues, and the library just finished indexing the county 
newspaper back to 1988; he added that he hopes to work with other counties in this project. The library is also 
preparing for MNLINK by streamlining the inventory. 

Professor Weiss thanked all continuing committee members for their contributions to the Crookston Library in 
response to the flooding last Spring.  

• Law Library – Suzanne Thorp (sitting in for Joan Howland) reported that the Law Library personnel has 
rearranged some of their technical equipment for the students and have increased access to network databases. 
They now have a LAN for legal databases, although they are not yet available outside of the building. It was 
suggested that a future meeting be held in the Law Library conference room. 

UPDATE ON MN LIBRARY ACCESS CENTER.  

The Library Access Center is scheduled to open in the fall of 1999. Thomas Shaughnessy noted that a group is being 
organized to develop specific guidelines for what materials will be stored at the MN Library Access Center; he added 
that it would mainly consist of materials that are not heavily used. The LAC will be a state building to house special 
collections, archives, and manuscripts in one cavern and books, journals, and microfilm in another cavern. The building 
is reported to cost approximately $40 million and will consist of reading rooms, MINITEX, staff offices/space, exhibits, 
among other things.  

Mr. Shaughnessy reported that a donation in the amount of approximately one-third of the cost of the building, or in 
this case around $12-13 million, is required to name the building after the person donating the money. Contact is 
currently being made with people who have the capacity to donate such a significant amount to the library, but no luck 
so far. It was reported that MINITEX takes a photograph of the construction site each weeks and posts it on the Web.  



Professor Weiss informed Library Committee members that they are invited to attend the presentations of three 
candidates for the position of Curator of Special Collections in mid-November; more specific information included in 
the memo re: candidate presentations will be e-mailed to committee members after this meeting. 

RENOVATION TO WALTER LIBRARY.  

A detailed report on the Walter Library renovations was distributed to committee members prior to the meeting. 
Professor Shaughnessy noted that the renovations would shift this traditional library to a digital tech center. He added 
that the reading rooms on the second floor will remain, the woodwork and ceilings will be restored, and the stacks will 
be removed. Although the move of education and psychology materials to Wilson Library may be inconvenient to 
faculty housed on the east bank, the system pulls together the fields of the social sciences. To minimize the 
inconvenience, Wilson Library will make daily deliveries to the east bank, although most members of the psychology 
department utilize the biomedical library on the east bank. It was noted that there is ongoing consultation with Science 
and Engineering and the Institute of Technology over the changes in Walter Library.  

He added that Governor Arne Carlson and President Mark Yudof both support the renovations in Walter Library, and 
that President Yudof believes the Upson Room should be restored, but unchanged. The importance of preserving a 
human quality in the libraries during the digital updates was emphasized. 

Professor Weiss requested that any items for future agendas be sent to him for review. The November 12th meeting of 
the Library Committee will take place in the electronic instruction room (#30, sub-basement) in Wilson Library on the 
West Bank; there will be a demonstration of the Web site interface. It was also suggested that a representative from the 
University Press be invited to one of the future meetings to discuss ways in which the faculty can work with the 
publishers. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:05 PM. 

  

  

  

  


