
Minutes• 
 

Senate Research Committee 
October 25, 1999 

2:00 - 3:30 
Room 309 Coffman Union 

 
 
Present: Leonard Kuhi (chair), Victor Bloomfield, John Finnegan, Richard Poppele, Barbara 

VanDrasek 
 
Regrets: several 
 
Absent: none counted because the meeting was moved so often 
 
Guests: David Hamilton, Win Ann Schumi 
 
[In these minutes:  various items; NIH visit; issues from the Vice President for Research] 
 
 
1. Report of the Chair 
 
 Professor Kuhi convened the meeting at 2:15 and said the primary purpose of the meeting was to 
hear from Professor Hamilton and Ms. Schumi about the NIH site visit.  He began, however, by making 
short announcements. 
 
-- The federal government did change the rules covering the Freedom of Information Act and access 
to research data.  The changes were encouraging, and the concerns expressed by the Committee appear to 
have been met. 
 
-- Several have asked where things stand on animal research.  One suggestion, he said, would be to 
have a forum on animal research.  There is so much misinformation floating around that it would be 
worthwhile to have an organized discussion of the issues.  Mr. Bianco's views on having such a forum 
should be solicited. 
  
 Dr. Bloomfield commented that there will be a continuing education requirement in the 
responsible conduct of research, and he hoped that it could include one University-wide forum each year, 
on a topic of general interest.  Use of animals in research could be such a topic.  Decorum, it was noted, 
will have to be rigorously enforced.  Professor Hamilton suggested calling on the Neuroscience graduate 
students. 
 
2. Report on the NIH Site Visit 
 
 Professor Hamilton and Ms. Schumi provided the Committee with an overview of the visit.  They 
were told nothing at the end of the visit, which is typical, and expect to hear the results before January 1, 
2000.   
                                                 

• These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of 
Regents. 



Senate Research Committee  2 
October 25, 1999 
 
 
  
 Even if the University is removed from exceptional status, Professor Hamilton cautioned, the 
effort is not finished; full implementation of EGMS and combating the atmosphere of non-compliance is 
yet to come.   
 
 Asked if there is interest in EGMS, and what the University is doing with it, Professor Hamilton 
said that the University is licensing Forms Nirvana (the basic software on which EGMS is based) to a 
partner, and looking for others, and might spin off the project as a company.  EGMS cannot just be 
installed at other institutions, Ms. Schumi pointed out, and the University has to finish what it has begun 
in terms of its own affairs.  There is also a plan for upgrades and maintenance when it is a mature product, 
Professor Hamilton affirmed. 
 
3. Other Business 
 
 Dr. Bloomfield said he wished to report on two other items. 
 
-- He has been developing a policy about the establishment of interdisciplinary research centers.  
The idea is to establish a process so that faculty who want to set up a center know what is required.  Right 
now everything is ad hoc; things need to be more systematic.  He asked that the Committee take up the 
draft at its next meeting. 
 
-- What should the administration do to make writing grants and getting money easier?  What kinds 
of help could be provided in preparing big grants, when some of the work required is not difficult but is 
time-consuming?   
 
 Professor Kuhi thanked everyone and adjourned the meeting at 3:00. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 


