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DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
MARCH 21, 2007
 
In these minutes: 
Disabilities Studies Program Update, Transgender Commission and Re-labeling Restrooms on Campus,
Committee Membership,
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of
Regents.]
 
PRESENT: 
Patrick McNamara, chair, Carol Rachac, Kari Branjord, Maureen McManus, Kimberly Simon, Marilyn
Bruin, Maria Gini, Alex Lubet, David Marks
 
REGRETS: 
Eric Schnell, Tammy Berberi, James Gambucci, Kathryn Kohnert, Julia Robinson, Rachel Garaghty
 
ABSENT:  Amy Hewitt, Emily Smith
 
OTHERS:  Victoria Nelson, Peggy Mann-Rinehart, Nicole Tollefson
 
I).  Professor McNamara called the meeting to order and asked those present to introduce themselves.
 
II).  Members unanimously approved the January 24, 2007 minutes.
 
III). 
Professor McNamara reported that a joint compact proposal from the College of Education and Human
Development and the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs has been presented to the
administration to conduct a search for a faculty hire to lead a Disability Studies Program.  In Professor
McNamara’s opinion, it would be best to let this compact process take its course rather than getting out in
front of it.  He, however, asked for member’s feedback on how they would like to proceed.
 
Professor McNamara added that Dr. Rusy Barcelo is supportive of a program in Disability Studies and would
welcome a faculty hire. 
In fact, Dr. Barcelo is organizing a Diversity Institute, part of the membership of this Institute would ideally
include someone representing a Disability Studies Program.
 
After a fair amount of discussion, Professor McNamara reported hearing endorsement of the suggestion to let
the compact process take its course, with the caveat that as this proposal moves forward that the committee
would like to be re-engaged in the conversation concerning establishment of this program.
 
IV). 
Professor McNamara reported that approximately a month or so ago there was a speaker on campus who was
speaking to the Transgender Commission about the need for re-labeling/re-assigning restrooms so that they
would be welcoming to the transgender community on campus.  Professor McNamara views this as an issue
of Universal Design, which this committee has dealt with in the past.  Based on the committee’s position on
Universal Design, it would seem consistent for this committee to support a policy that would call for more
accessible restrooms for all people on campus.
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A member asked whether unisex restrooms are being promoted on campus or whether individuals should be
able to use the facility of the gender with which they identify.  Professor McNamara stated that the issue
being discussed today is unisex restrooms.
 
Is signage on these facilities also an issue asked a member?  Yes, signage is also an issue noted Professor 
McNamara.
 
While unrelated to bathrooms, the insufficient numbers of lactation facilities on campus is a problem noted a
member. 
There needs to be at least some sort of minimal spaces, other than restrooms, around campus where
individuals can have a private space for lactation purposes among other reasons.  If this type of space
becomes a reality on campus, thought will need to be given as to how this space could be discretely
advertised.
 
Professor McNamara volunteered to craft a position statement concerning the need for restrooms on campus
that are welcoming to the transgender community.  This statement will indicate Disabilities Issues
willingness to work with other groups to make this a reality.
 
V). 
Professor McNamara reported that Rachel Garaghty is unable to attend today’s meeting, but has agreed to
share the list of upcoming Disabled Students Cultural Center (DSCC) events electronically with the
committee.
 
VI). 
Names of new members to serve on Disabilities Issues have been submitted to Committee on Committees for
consideration. 
Committee on Committees is the committee that appoints members to certain University Senate committees.
 
As follow-up to last month’s discussion concerning expanding the committee’s membership, in particular
adding staff from Disability Services or other ex-officio members, Professor McNamara stated that Senate
committees are intentionally framed so as not to be weighted too heavily with ex-officio members.  He added
that once the final 2007 – 2008 membership is solidified, it will be critical to stress to all members the
importance of attendance.
 
Professor Alex Lubet has agreed to chair Disabilities Issues next year reported Professor McNamara.  As part
of the April 2007 meeting agenda, members will spend time discussing items they would like to focus on
during the 2007 – 2008 academic year.  Issues that will continue from this year to next year include:

·      A Disabilities Studies Program.
·     

A latex statement asking for cooperation by the University community to eventually do away with
the use of latex balloons at University events.

·      Accessibility Institute efforts.
 
VII).  Peggy Mann-Rinehart provided members with a brief Accessibility Institute update.  The idea for the 
Institute was a product of the Accessibility of Information Technology Report
(http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/disabilities/aitreport.pdf).  The following efforts are underway:

Disability Services is working with Simin Hickman and others in the Office of Information to redefine
the focus of the Institute.  A business plan is under development.
Phil Kragnes of Disability Services is working on identifying courses that he could develop and offer to
staff on campus. 
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The goal is to remove the barriers in the information technology environment that exist at the
University.

 
Ms. Mann-Rinehart reported that University Relations in conjunction with an outside consultant is
developing templates for making websites accessible.
 
VIII).  ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Cheryl Kaplan will be performing at the University of Minnesota on April 14, 2007.  The event, My
Mother’s Medicine, is being sponsored by Hillel and will take place at 9:00 p.m. in the Rarig Center.
Arlene Kanter will be visiting the University in early May.  Details around her visit are still being 
finalized.
There are still funds available through the Disability Studies Initiative Research Collaborative to pay
for people that are interested in attending the Society for Disability Studies’ (SDS) annual meeting in
Seattle, Washington on June 1 & 2.

 
IX).  Peggy Mann-Rinehart provided members with a brief Disabilities Services update.  The following was 
highlighted:

There will be a Lunch and Learn this Friday, March 23 at DSCC.  Members were encouraged to attend.
Disability Services is looking internally at its infrastructure as a means of improving office efficiencies,
and enhancing the level of services it offers to students and staff.  A major initiative that is expected to
help accomplish this is Consumer Relationship Management (CRM).  CRM provides on-demand
customer relationship management software services to help organizations with their customer
communication. 
This software is expected to help Disability Services better track its student and staff contacts.
Disability Services continues its work on the Accessibility Institute.
Disability Services is enhancing its document conversion capabilities, which are expected to provide
even more services to students.
In addition to providing services to students, Disability Services serves the University faculty and staff
too. 
All faculty and staff who are injured or need accommodations can go to Disability Services to get the
services they need without documentation of their disability or injury.

 
 
X).  Hearing no further business, Professor McNamara adjourned the meeting.
 
                                                                                                Renee Dempsey
                                                                                                University Senate
 
 


