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DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
JANUARY 25, 2006
 
In these minutes: 
DSCC Update, Disabilities Issues Committee Report and Recommendations concerning the Accessibility to
Information Technology Report, Disabilities Studies Initiative, IAS Grant Request, Disabilities Studies
Subcommittees]
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of
Regents.]
 
PRESENT: 
Patrick McNamara, chair, Carol Rachac, Maureen McManus, Bobbi Cordano, Julie Sweitzer, Tammy
Berberi, Marilyn Bruin, Maria Gini, Kathryn Kohnert, Julia Robinson, Rachel Garaghty
 
REGRETS:  James Gambucci, Frank Symons, Emily Smith
 
ABSENT:  Elizabeth Madson
 
OTHERS:  John Lukanen
 
I).  Professor McNamara called the meeting to order and asked those present to introduce themselves.
 
II).  Members approved the November 16, 2005 minutes.
 
III).  Rachel Garaghty provided members with a DSCC update, and highlighted the following:

DSCC will sponsor the February 16th

Women’s Gopher Basketball Game against Ohio State as part of its See3 campaign.  The Rolling 
Gophers have been recruited to provide the half-time entertainment.  The electronic message board in
Williams Arena will be used to communicate DSCC contact information.  Additionally, buttons and 
other DSCC literature will be distributed after the game.  Members interested in attending should
contact John Lukanen for tickets.
The spring brown bag lunch series is in the process of being finalized.
The DSCC’s student fees request will be submitted today.
The next lunch and learn event is scheduled for Friday, February 3rd from 11:30 – 1:00.  This event is 
held monthly and all Disabilities Issues Committee members are welcome.  At each meeting, there is a 
brief presentation on a disability of the month.  Following the informational presentation, attendees
play music mayhem.
Spring events being planned include, but are not limited to:

Multicultural Night.
Spring Jam.
Recreation Sports.

As more information becomes available related to each of these events, it will be shared with the
committee.
 

IV). 
Professor McNamara distributed a summary report and recommendations, which he drafted on behalf of the
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Disabilities Issues Committee in response to the Accessibility to Information Technology Report prepared by
Phil Kragnes of Disability Services. 
He then shared his plans for amassing support from other Senate committees, and eventually bringing this
document to the SCC and then onto the Senate for action.  Before doing so, however, Professor McNamara
solicited member’s input regarding this draft document.  The committee provided Professor McNamara with 
constructive feedback and wordsmithed the document.
 
Issues and ideas, which were raised during this discussion included:

Hold not only third part vendors accountable for the accessibility of their software, hardware and
web-based applications, but University employees who create and maintain sites should also be held
accountable.
Inform University IT directors of this report and its recommendations before taking it to the Senate.
Garner support from all parties that will be instrumental in implementing the recommendations in this
report.
Educate the entire University community on an on-going basis concerning the importance of making
electronic information accessible.
Include accessibility considerations in the curriculum for students who are taking web development,
web communication, graphic design and other related coursework.
Establish a recognition program and acknowledge staff that do an exceptional job in making their
websites accessible.
Encourage DSCC to play a more prominent role in recruiting students to do accessibility testing.

 
Professor McNamara willingly agreed to incorporate the changes members recommended.  The committee 
then unanimously directed Professor McNamara to move the document through the Senate process.
 
V).  Bobbi Cordano introduced the next agenda item, a Disabilities Studies Initiative.  She noted that efforts 
to establish a Disabilities Studies Initiative at the University have been in the works for many years.  In light 
of Strategic Positioning, these efforts have gained momentum.
 
Ms. Cordano distributed a handout, Disability Studies Initiative at the University of Minnesota Proposal,
which details specific information concerning this proposal.  She noted that this document is still in draft
format. 
The proposal recommends the establishment of an undergraduate disabilities studies major, which would be
housed in the new College of Education and Human Development.  The intent is that this major will be a
truly interdisciplinary, cross-college program. 
Ms. Cordano reported that there is a tremendous amount of interest among faculty from several colleges to
create this major.
 
It has also been suggested that a graduate minor or certificate program in disabilities studies should be
explored. 
The Law School, Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, and the Graduate School have all
expressed an interest.
 
Ms. Cordano outlined other points, which are being discussed relative to this proposal include:

Emphasize the need for the creation of interdisciplinary, cross-college research initiatives.
Expand the initiative to include consumer involvement both internally and externally.
Continue to position the University as a leader in disabilities issues, nationally and within the state.
Use the initiative to assist with student and faculty recruitment to improve the quality of teaching and
research relative to disabilities studies at the University.
Stress the importance of having both theory and practice coming together around disabilities studies at
the University.



DRAFT http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/disabilities/06-01-25.html

3 of 4 6/27/2008 8:24 AM

 
Next steps, according to Ms Cordano include:

General College Professor Heidi Barajas has agreed to be the point person for drafting the proposal for
the creation of an undergraduate disabilities studies minor, which will be submitted to the new College
of Education and Human Development for consideration.
Efforts to establish a graduate minor or certificate program will be stepped up.

 
Professor McNamara noted that some members of the University community still have reservations around
this proposal because the program would not be housed in the College of Liberal Arts, and would not follow
the traditional cultural studies model widely practiced by the Society for Disabilities Studies (SDS), and at
other institutions.  With this said, however, there exists a great of support for moving forward with this
initiative.
 
While being a supporter of this proposal, a member questioned whether the University has the resources
outlined in the proposal, as well as the ability to create the interdisciplinary bridges, which will be essential
for the success of the program. 
Ms. Cordano agreed that interdisciplinary collaboration will be critical, but, in her opinion, the size of the
University will make this possible. 
The next year will be critical as discussions on how interdisciplinary collaboration need to be created and
supported are addressed.
 
A member recommended that those involved in the establishment of a disabilities studies initiative consider
the University of Toledo, a program that has a strong connection to its community, should be used as a
model. 
This member agreed to try to find out more information about their program and forward it to Ms. Cordano.
 
Another member mentioned the need for “champions” to advocate and fight for the establishment of this
program. 
In addition to recruiting Twin Cities “champions”, the Morris faculty member on the committee volunteered
to try and identify champions on her campus to help move this initiative forward.
 
Professor McNamara thanked members for their thoughtful discussion and suggestions relative to this
proposal.
 
VI). 
Professor McNamara announced that he submitted a grant request to the Institute for Advanced Studies (IAS)
for a disabilities studies research collaborative. 
If funded, he reported that the research collaborative would include four elements:

Formation of a Disabilities Studies Initiative Working Group.  This group would sponsor five to six
meetings where faculty, students, and staff over the 2006 – 2007 academic year.  The group would read
and discuss intellectual issues that underlay disabilities studies.  Then, the group would draft a plan to
structure and organize a disabilities studies initiative at the University.

1.

Host three “state of the field” public presentations by intellectual leaders in the field of disabilities
studies.

2.

Host a University “Summit on Disabilities Studies” at the IAS in early May 2007.  This event would
summarize discussions to date on this topic, and share the group’s future plans with community leaders,
senior administrators, deans, and department heads.  The summit would highlight intercollegiate
agreements and collaboration, which potentially could become a model for other interdisciplinary,
University-wide initiatives. 
Also, this would be an opportunity to highlight the critical role of community organizations to the
success of the program.

3.
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Send representatives to the annual meeting of the Society for Disability Studies (SDS) in June 2007,
and have at least one representative present a paper summarizing the IAS-sponsored work of the group.

4.

 
A member suggested that consideration be given to partnering with the Center for Teaching and Learning
Services when the next IAS proposal is submitted.
 
VII). 
In light of all the work that needs to be done around important issues identified by the committee, and the
limited number of scheduled meetings, Professor McNamara proposed establishing subcommittees, which
would meet one time in between each regular committee meeting, to spearhead these initiatives.  The 
committee unanimously endorsed this idea. 
Below are the subcommittees, which were formed and the individuals who volunteered to serve on each:

Disabilities Studies Initiative – Tammy Berberi, Marilyn Bruin, Maria Gini, Kathryn Kohnert, Julia
Robinson. 
(Following this meeting, Professor Kohnert was able to recruit Dr. Mark DeRuiter, director of clinic
programs, Department of Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences, to serve on this subcommittee).

1.

Access to Information Technology – Tammy Berberi, John Lukanen and Maureen McManus.  Marilyn 
Bruin volunteered to try and recruit Sue Chu in Design, Housing and Apparel to serve.

2.

Adaptive Recreational Sports – No one came forward at this meeting.3.
 
Representatives from DSCC volunteered to try and recruit subcommittee members as well.
 
VIII).  Hearing no further business, Professor McNamara adjourned the meeting.
 
                                                                                                Renee Dempsey
                                                                                                University Senate
 
 


