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DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
MARCH 9, 2005
 
[In these minutes: 
Care Versus Empowerment Conference, SEE3 Program, Presidential Advisory Committee on Disability,
Disabilities Studies Minor Update, Occupational Therapy Program Update]
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of
Regents.]
 
PRESENT: 
Virgil Mathiowetz, chair, Carol Rachac, Maureen McManus, Karen Nelson, Betty Benson for Bobbi
Cordano, Julie Sweitzer, Marilyn Bruin, David Marks, Patrick McNamara
 
REGRETS:  Bobbi Cordano, Alex Lubet, Frank Symons, Rachel Garaghty, Christopher Johnstone
 
ABSENT:  Norma Gutierrez Shanesy, Tammy Berberi, Felicia Hodge
 
GUEST:  DSCC Co-Director John Lukanen
 
I).  Professor Mathiowetz called the meeting to order and asked those present to introduce themselves.
 
II). 
Professor Mathiowetz announced a conference, which will be held on March 22, Care Versus
Empowerment.  This conference is the fourth in a series on disabilities and will address the differing attitudes
health care professionals and their disabled patients have toward disability.
 
III). 
Professor Mathiowetz introduced John Lukanen, the Disabled Student Cultural Center (DSCC) co-director. 
Mr. Lukanen shared information on DSCCπs SEE3 Program.
 
Mr. Lukanen noted that DSCC is a campus life organization at the University. He distributed a handout,
which contained information about the organization and the åSEE3π Program.
 
He noted that the åSEE3π campaign was launched to promote awareness of disabilities.  It is a button
campaign, which signifies åsee ability, see disability, see meπ.  Work is being conducted to gain support from
departments and colleges on campus for this program.  In April, plans are underway to conduct a medallion 
hunt.  Additionally, in February 2006, the SEE3 Program plans to sponsor a womanπs basketball game.
 
Next, Mr. Lukanen referred members to the SEE3 Programπs campaign budget.  Currently, the goal is to 
raise just over $18,000 to cover expenses related to this initiative.
 
Comments/questions from members:

A suggestion was made for DSCC to check with the Minnesota Daily to see if they would be willing to
offer discounted or free advertising for this program.
Has DSCC considered working with other student groups e.g. students majoring in special education,
physical therapy, etc. that might be interested in partnering on this project?  Mr. Lukanen noted that he 
has met with the Medical School to discuss programming ideas related to the SEE3 Program.
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Professor Mathiowetz thanked Mr. Lukanen for this presentation today.
 
IV). 
Next, members discussed whether a Presidential Advisory Committee on Disabilities should be established. 
Currently, presidential advisory committees exist for American Indians, African Americans, Asian-Pacific
Islanders and the Latino population. 
The role of these committees is to advise the President on trends and issues related to race and higher
education and to provide a link between the University and the community at large.
 
A Presidential Advisory Committee on Disabilities could focus its efforts on:
 

Promoting access to higher education by dealing with transition issues as students move through the
K-12 system into the University.
Monitoring and recommending strategies for using universal design throughout the entire University,
from academics, to services and programming.
Creating a Disabilities Studies Program.
Assisting the University in building connections to improve scholarship funding for students with
disabilities.
Increasing the emphasis on participatory research at the University, which, in turn, would increase the
visibility of disabilities on campus.
Acting as a clearinghouse to gather information on the work of all entities on campus involved with
disability issues, research programming and services e.g. Institute on Community Integration, TRIO,
HHH, etc.

 
Professor Mathiowetz asked members for their opinions on whether the Disabilities Issues Committee should
put forward a proposal in support of the establishment of a Presidential Advisory Committee on Disability.
 Membersπ comments and questions included:
 

The current presidential advisory committees are presently in a state of flux.  It is likely that a 
recommendation will be put forward to merge the four committees into one.
To what extent are the advisory committees heard?  Are the current advisory committees simply
figurehead committees?  It was noted that these are questions that get asked repeatedly.
If the Senate Committee on Disability Issues advocates for a Presidential Advisory Committee, would
Disabilities Issues be able to use that group as a resource for information, feedback and input?  In
Professor Mathiowetzπ opinion, it would seem probable that Disability Issues could use the Advisory
Committee as a resource.
Who do the Presidential Advisory Committees report to?  Associate Vice President for Multicultural 
and Academic Affairs Avelino Mills-Novoa coordinates these committees, which ultimately report to
the President.
Do the Advisory Committees ever meet with the President?  Less likely than they would like to, but
efforts are underway to try and change this.
A member recommended that Disabilities Issues support the establishment of an Advisory Committee
on Disabilities. 
Regardless of how often the Advisory Committee meets with the President, it would be valuable in
terms of giving voice around disability issues and increasing awareness of these issues.
Another member supported the idea of creating a Presidential Advisory Committee, but recommended
the focus be on community partnerships as opposed to dealing with academic issues.
The Advisory Committee should be closely linked to the Disabilities Issues Committee.  It was 
suggested that a member of the advisory committee serve ex-officio on Disabilities Issues and vice
versa.
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In closing, the Committee endorsed the idea of establishing a Presidential Advisory Committee on
Disability. 
It recommended that Ms. Cordano draft a proposal, which members could endorse at the next meeting on
April 20th. 
Additionally, a suggestion was made to have Ms. Cordano talk with Associate Vice President Mills-Novoa to
learn more about how the other Presidential Advisory Committees were formed, and to share this information
with the Committee at its next meeting as well.
 
V). 
Professor Mathiowetz reported that the Disabilities Studies Minor Subcommittee has met only once since
January 19th.  With the last meeting being so poorly attended, no real progress was made.  The Subcommittee
may need new blood to reinvigorate it.
 
VI). 
Professor Mathiowetz provided members with an update on the status of the Occupational Therapy Program
(OT).  The Universityπs stance around closing the program has not changed.  Currently, a lot of focus and 
attention is being diverted to the Strategic Positioning Initiative, which is due to be released at the end of this
month. 
It is likely the College of Education and Human Development is waiting to see the strategic plan before it
makes any decisions on whether to consider incorporating OT into its college.
 
The OT program is also active on the legislative front.  There is a bill before the House of Representatives
and the Senate to provide åtransitional fundingπ for both the Universityπs Medical Technician and OT
programs.  Sponsors in both the House and Senate have been very supportive.
 
It was also noted that there has also been speculation/rumors around moving the Med Tech and OT programs
to Rochester. 
Professor Mathiowetz provided several reasons why these programs should retain their metro location:
 

The Med Tech and OT programs should be housed in a major research institution.
A metro location provides for better access to research participants.
A metro location would facilitate more collaboration in the field.
Students would have greater access to training sites.
Clinicians as guest lecturers are more abundant in the metro area.

 
Members thanked Professor Mathiowetz for the update.
 
VII).  The Committee unanimously approved the January 19, 2005 minutes.
 
VIII).  Hearing no further business, Professor Mathiowetz adjourned the meeting.
 
                                                                                                                        Renee Dempsey
                                                                                                                        University Senate
 
 
 
 


