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DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
JANUARY 19, 2005
 
[In these minutes:  Approval of September 15, 2005 and November 17, 2005 Minutes,
Announcements, Occupational Therapy Program Update, Disabilities Study Minor]
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University
of Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions
reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or
Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.]
 
PRESENT:  Virgil Mathiowetz, chair, Maureen McManus, Karen Nelson, Julie Sweitzer,
Marilyn Bruin, David Marks, Patrick McNamara, Frank Symons
 
REGRETS:  Norma Gutierrez Shanesy, Bobbi Cordano, Tammy Berberi, Alex Lubet,
Christopher Johnstone
 
ABSENT:  Carol Rachac, Felicia Hodge, Rachel Garaghty
 
OTHERS:  Victoria Nelson
 
I).  Professor Mathiowetz called the meeting to order.
 
II).  Members unanimously approved the September 15, 2004 and November 17, 2005
minutes.
 
III).  Announcement:  As part of the Presidentπs 21st Century Interdisciplinary Conference
Series a workshop will be held tomorrow, March 20, 2005, entitled Ethics, Genetics & 
Disability.  The workshop is being sponsored by the Center on Aging, MAGEC, HHH Institute
of Public Affairs, Center for Bioethics, Institute on Community Integration and Disability
Services, and will be held at the Radisson Hotel Metrodome from 9:30 – 3:30.
 
IV).  Professor Mathiowetz provided members with an update on the status of the
Occupational Therapy Program at the University.  At the last meeting, Professor Mathiowetz
reported that the Dean of the Medical School has banned recruitment and acceptance of OT
student for fall 2005.  A continuation of the ban would result in closure of the OT program. 
One reason given for the potential closure was that the OT Program is not consistent with
the new Medical School mission, which has been changed from the education of health care
professionals to the education of physicians only.
 
A letter writing campaign targeting the President and Board of Regents has focused on the



DRAFT http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/disabilities/05-01-19.html

2 of 3 6/27/2008 8:26 AM

need for occupational therapists in the state and that there is value in having such a program
in a major public research institution.
 
Representatives from the Occupational Therapy Program have been meeting with other
colleges within the University that could potentially house the OT Program.  The most 
promising location thus far is the College of Education and within that the School of
Kinesiology.  In light of past and likely future budget cuts, they are concerned, however,
about taking on a new program.  The College of Education believes the Occupational Therapy
Program should be paired with an undergraduate major that could act as a feeder into the OT
Program.  A suggestion was made to house the Disability Studies major in the College of
Education and this could act as the feeder for OT.  The Disability Study Major/Minor
Subcommittee strongly opposed this idea and firmly believe that whenever a Disability Study
major/minor is created it needs to be housed in CLA.
 
The other idea that was floated was to create an Applied Human Development Major within
the College of Education, which would act as the feeder for OT as well as other
programs/majors on campus.  This proposal was recently submitted to the College of
Education, and a response is being awaited.
 
IV).  Professor Mathiowetz provided members with a status update on the Disability Study
major.  As noted earlier, there was no consensus within the subcommittee for establishing a
Disability Studies major under the College of Education.  The subcommittee will continue its
efforts to try to establish a Disability Studies minor through CLA.
 
Questions/comments from members:
 

Will Associate Dean Arlene Carney continue to participate in and support the work of
the subcommittee to create a Disabilities Studies minor when she is no longer associate
dean?  In Professor Mathiowetzπs opinion, she will continue her support of the
subcommittee and its work.
Has the Medical Technology Program also been slated for cuts and elimination similar to
OT?  The Medical School has witnessed significant budget reductions in the past few
years.  Therefore, a committee has been formed to look at having the University enter
into public and private partnerships with health care providers in the community. 
Ideally the goal is to have these partners support the education of Occupational
Therapists and Medical Technicians at the University.  Currently, the Medical
Technology Program does not have the same ban on students as the OT Program, but
their budget has been cut again.  The Universityπs Medical Technology Program
graduates approximately 80% of the med techs in the State of Minnesota.
At the state level there needs to be support for health care education or there will be a
severe shortage of health care providers.
The Minnesota State Council on Disability (MSCOD) will sponsor a lobbying training
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session on Friday, January 28th.  Second year OT students plan to attend this training 
and lobby their legislators.

 
V).  Hearing no further business, Professor Mathiowetz adjourned the meeting.
                                                                                          Renee Dempsey
                                                                                          University Senate
 


