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DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING
APRIL 28, 2004
 
[In these minutes:  University of Minnesota Network for Student Mental Health Update,
Disability Studies Minor Update, Best Practices in Disability Research Conference Update, GLBT
Campaign, Stand With Me, 2003 – 2004 Accomplishments, Brainstormed Agenda Items for 2004 –
2005]
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University
of Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions
reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or
Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.]
 
PRESENT:  Harold Pickett, chair, Kathleen Ball, Maureen McManus, Karen Nelson, Bobbi
Cordano, Julie Sweitzer, Robert Dexter, Virgil Mathiowetz, Patrick McNamara, Ken Myers
 
REGRETS:  Marilyn Bruin, Elizabeth Lightfoot, Roberta Juarez
 
ABSENT:  Harvey Carlson, Felicia Hodge, Carrie Bloss, Christopher Johnstone
 
I).  Dr. Pickett called the meeting to order.
 
II).  Dr. Pickett reported that the NAPI Work Group has been renamed to University of 
Minnesota Network for Student Mental Health.  The group has been focusing its efforts on:

∑        Trying to engage upper level administration in this initiative.
∑        Collecting on-campus mental health resources.  There are a lot of services available at

the University; however, they are very fractionated.
∑        Discussing the creation of a website, which would list resources, etc.

 
III).  Professor Mathiowetz reported that the Disability Studies Minor Subcommittee recently
expanded its membership.  At the Subcommitteeπs next meeting members will spend time defining
ådisability studiesπ as well as begin discussing the content for the minorπs two core courses.  From
here the Subcommittee plans to draft a proposal for the minor and also apply for a grant through the
Graduate School, which is designed to bring faculty together around interdisciplinary efforts such as
this.
 
IV).  Ms. Cordano briefly reported on a conference she attended, which dealt with best practices in
disability research.  The two major themes that woven into the conference were:

What is the best way to conduct research in individuals with disabilities; how do you access and
find these people?

1.

There is a need to train reviewers and federal agencies on biases/stereotypes related
to people with disabilities.

2.
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According to Ms. Cordano a lot of good information was shared at this conference.
 
V).  Ms. Cordano announced that the GLBT campaign, Stand With Me, was recently launched. 
After the campaign was launched, Ms. Cordano received a call concerning the word åstandπ
because not everyone can åstandπ.  It was suggested that the campaign be called Unite With 
Me instead.  Clearly, Ms. Cordano stated that this was an unintentional use of a word that
turned out to be exclusionary. 
 
VI).  The Committee reviewed its accomplishments over the past year:

Significant progress towards offering a Disability Studies Minor.
The Needs Assessment Project Initiative (NAPI) and the outgrowth from this project.
The MAEF and Buuck Endowments, providing scholarship monies to students with
disabilities.  Related to this, Disability Services has continued its fundraising efforts.

 
Next, the Committee brainstormed about agenda items for 2004 – 2005:

Physical access issues surrounding University buildings.  While this is an issue that is
being dealt with independent of this Committee, this Committeeπs support for the need
to conduct another physical access audit would be helpful.
Information technology access.
Disability Servicesπ Work Plan will be shared with the Committee in the fall.
Creation of a presidential advisory committee on disability issues.
Hold a Disability Issues Committee meeting at Disability Services and get a tour.
Draft a resolution recommending training and outreach for faculty and academic
administrators related to disabilities.  Dr. Pickett and Professor Patrick McNamara
agreed to work together on this resolution with input from EOE and Disability Services.

 
In Ms. Cordanoπs opinion, it would benefit extremely helpful if the Committee would put in
writing its sentiments and commitments to the items noted above.  Specifically:

Physical access audit.
Disabilities Studies Minor.
The University of Minnesota Network for Student Mental Health.
Information technology access.
Creation of a presidential advisory committee on disability issues.

This document could then be forwarded to the FCC, Associate Vice President Avelino
Mills-Novoa, and Sr. Vice President for System Administration Robert Jones to make them aware of
these concerns.  Dr. Pickett volunteered to draft this letter.
 
Other comments:

Ms. Cordano suggested inviting individuals with expertise from outside of the
Disabilities Issues Committee to serve on its various subcommittees/working groups. 
This would be a good way to help move the Committeeπs agenda forward.
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Dr. Pickett announced if the Committee is still interested in holding a meeting in
Crookston it needs to prepare a budget proposal, which would be submitted to the
Senateπs Budget Subcommittee for consideration.  Members expressed an interest in 
pursuing this matter further.

 
VII).  Hearing no further business, Dr. Pickett adjourned the meeting.
 
                                                                                          Renee Dempsey
                                                                                          University Senate
 


