
SENATE DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2001 

9:00 - 10:30 

300 MORRILL HALL 

[In these minutes: Residence Halls, River Road Parking Ramp, Cultural Diversity Requirement] 

PRESENT: James Carey (chair), Bobbi Cordano, William Durfee, Dave Fuecker, Virgil 
Mathiowetz, Ken Myers, Victoria Nelson, Julie Sweitzer, Amanda Tempel, Jessica Voigts, 
David Wuolu 

REGRETS: Paula Knutzen, Elizabeth Lightfoot 

ABSENT: Harvey Carlson, Barbara Leonard, Joe Reichle 

GUEST: Assistant Department Director of Housing and Residential Life Connie Thompson 

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or 
actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 

1. RESIDENCE HALLS 

Connie Thompson visited the Committee to respond to questions about accessibility for 
residence halls. 

David Wuolu brought forward some issues for the Morris campus: 

• What level of access do the various campuses have? 

Crookston - no elevators but ground floors are accessible 

Morris - no elevators, but ground level rooms are available 

Duluth - some dorms have elevators 

Twin Cities - all except Pioneer have elevators; Pioneer has a couple of rooms for hearing-
impaired students 



• How are accessibility improvements funded? Morris has no money to upgrade their 
residence halls. 

Residence halls are self-supporting. There is no central funding for these improvements. Twin 
Cities room rates are higher and therefore more money can be put into reserves, but Twin Cities 
Housing and Residential Life has put money into these funds for many years, and that is how 
their dorm improvements have been financed. Suggestions from Ms. Thompson and other 
Committee members included raising room rates, taking out loans, and investigating installation 
of lifts, as they are significantly less costly than elevators. 

• How important is it to have all dorms accessible? 

It would be ideal if upgrades could be made wherever they are needed, but given the funding 
problem, it is not possible to get every building into compliance right away. There should be a 
'deficiency survey' available for every residence hall, which would be the place to start. Professor 
Carey will write a letter from the Committee to help the process get started on the Morris 
campus. 

2. UPDATE ON RIVER ROAD PARKING RAMP 

Jim Carey and Bobbi Cordano met with the FCC before the last Senate meeting and learned that 
Executive Vice President and Provost Robert Bruininks was checking into this with the 
President. Bobbi Cordano also said there may be a meeting with Vice President Dr. Robert Jones 
on this issue. Valet parking and the idea of just one elevator are being revisited. Amanda Tempel 
said she would check whether the Boynton student fees process could still be approached for the 
single-elevator plan. Bobbi Cordano suggested that the Committee ask to be included in the 
discussions about changes being made in the Coffman Renovation project. It was decided that 
Professor Carey will write a letter to the owners' representative at Armlin North, inviting them to 
share with the Committee the current plans vis-à-vis the UDP (Universal Design Principles) and 
Universal Design Standards. Bobbi Cordano will contact Edward Ellinger on this as well. 

3. CULTURAL DIVERSITY REQUIREMENT 

Item tabled due to Harvey Carlson's absence.  

  

4. NEW BUSINESS 

There being no further business, Professor Carey thanked all in attendance and adjourned the 
meeting. 

Mary Kosowski 

University Senate 


