
SENATE DISABILITIES ISSUES COMMITTEE  
Monday, April 17, 2000  
Regents' Room, Morrill Hall  
11:00 AM  

MINUTES 

[In these minutes: Discussion on adequate documentation and new software for Library catalogs; Updates on 
Facilities Management, Parking, Courses, PeopleSoft, and Umbrella Committee Proposal]  

PRESENT: James Carey (chair), Harvey Carlson, William Durfee, Dave Fuecker, Paula 
Knutzen, Barbara Leonard, Ken Myers, Vicki Nelson, Julie Sweitzer, Jessica Voigts, Kimerly 
Wilcox, David Wuolu  

REGRETS: Deborah Brown, Elizabeth Lightfoot, Virgil Mathiowetz, Suann Mitchell, Amanda 
Perlman, Joe Reichle  

GUESTS: NONE  

OTHERS: NONE  

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes reflect the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.]  

1) Approval of March 20, 2000 Minutes: The minutes were approved as amended.  

2) Access to Library Catalog - David Wuolu  

Mr. Wuolu updated the committee on his investigation of the accessibility of the new Library 
catalog system:  

• Gene Chelberg is aware of the catalog change and problems with the new system have 
been noted. 

• Phil Kragnes will further investigate the problems associated with the new system and 
update the committee at its next meeting. 

3) Adequate Documentation Discussion - Harvey Carlson  

Professor Carlson updated the committee on his investigation of documentation procedures for 
disabilities at the University:  

• Even though data has been collected this past year, no analysis is available at this time. 
• There are at least 276 students with disabilities on campus and the literature indicates that 

students with disabilities make up ten percent of the student population. 



• A brochure will be created for high school counselors to give to their students indicating 
that screening should be completed while students are still in high school. 

• The universal design concept is being incorporated into curriculum development and a 
large grant is available to further develop the concept. 

• There is a disparity between reported information and what is actually known, but that 
should become more clear by the next meeting. 

Comments:  

• Not all students with disabilities register with Disability Services because they learn how 
to adapt by themselves. 

• There are more students than employees with learning disabilities since people learn how 
to handle their disability by the time they complete their education. 

• Disability Services did provide testing services at one time, but associated expenses 
forced the service to end. 

• The Universityís costs to provide screening and testing should be compared to that of 
other Big 10 institutions. 

• In the past, the General College has budgeted money to assist students in paying for 
screening and testing services. 

• Access to screening and testing could come from the public school system since students 
are eligible to receive services until they are 21 years-old. 

• The Pacer Center may have information about access to screening and testing services. 
• Dave Fuecker will gather more information on the issue and provide an update at the next 

meeting. 

4) Update on Sub-groupsí Activities  

Facilities Management - Julie Sweitzer  

• Disabilities Services gave a presentation on Universal Design to the Board of Regentsí 
Faculty, Staff, and Student Affairs Committee. 

• The Faculty, Staff, and Student Affairs Committee had no issues or problems with the 
concept, but it is still not official since no action was taken. 

• Planning Staff would have attended the presentation, but were involved in a presentation 
to the Facilities Committee at the same time. 

Parking/Meters - Vicki Nelson  

• Access from Pleasant Avenue to the Washington Avenue bridge will end on April 24. 
• Meters and Handicap parking spaces will be removed on Pleasant Street after the 

intersection of Arlington Avenue while Walter Library and the bridge are closed. 
• The bridge is scheduled to reopen in September, but it is still uncertain if the meters will 

be put back into place. 

Courses - Kim Wilcox  



• Marj Schneider taught the disabilities course that was previously offered and would be 
willing to do so again. 

• A questionnaire on the web has been developed for instructors of courses that fall under 
the cultural diversity theme. 

• A letter has been drafted and will be sent to the Council on Liberal Education to ask that 
the definition of the cultural diversity theme be amended to include reference to 
disabilities. 

PeopleSoft - Ken Myers  

• There has been no response to the memo that was sent to the HRMS team. 
• Any response will depend upon the priority of other issues that have been raised by other 

groups. 

Umbrella Committee Proposal - Jim Carey  

• The University Senate will act upon the proposed amendment that would eliminate the 
Disabilities Issues and Equal Employment Opportunity for Women Committees and 
create and Equity, Access, and Diversity Committee at its April 20 meeting and 
committee members are encouraged to attend. 

5) Old/New Business  

Subgroups  

• The committee will determine the status of the various subgroups at its next meeting. 

6) Adjournment: Professor Carey adjourned the meeting at 11:45 AM.  
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