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SENATE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
MINUTES OF MEETING
NOVEMBER 6, 2001
 
[In these minutes: 
Welcome and Introductions, Discussion of merging Senate Committee on Information Technology with the
Senate Library Committee, Accessibility of Information Technology, Rate Limiting of Resources for Specific
Uses, Student E-Mail Policy]
 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota
Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes
represent the views of, nor are they binding, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration or the Board of
Regents].
 
PRESENT: 
Mark Bellcourt, Josephine Crawford, Jeff Johnson, Linda Jorn, April Schwartz, Jacob Elo, Steve Cawley,
Nancy Herther, Bill Peterson, Ryan Osero
 
REGRETS:  Phil Goodrich, Stephen Downing, Myron Lowe, Thomas McRoberts
 
ABSENT:  Robert McMaster, Haesun Park
 
OTHERS: 
Scott Ruud, Bernie Gulachek, John Fuller, Shih-Pau Yen, Nancy McGlynn, Ken Hanna, Tim Fitzpatrick,
John Miller
 
I).  Acting Chair, Mark Bellcourt, called the meeting order and welcomed those present.  Committee
members introduced themselves.
 
II). 
Committee members discussed the possibility of merging the Senate Committee on Information
Technology(SCIT) with the Senate Library Committee.  It was agreed that while there are similarities and
overlap between these two Committees there are more than enough differences to warrant each Committee
maintain its own identity. 
Committee members felt strongly that it would be important to designate ex-officio representation on each of
the respective Committees because of the increase in common issues addressed by each Committee.  As a 
result, it was moved that a motion be put before the Senate on December 6, 2001 to create ex-officio
positions on each Committee, and that the two Committees should remain separate.  Steve Cawley
volunteered to fill this ex-officio vacancy on the Library Committee, and it was mentioned that Eric Celeste
has agreed to sit ex-officio on Information Technologies.
 
III). 
The agenda item entitled ‘Security Issues on Information Technology’ was deferred until the next meeting.
 
IV). The role of SCIT with respect to the Accessibility of Information Technology:  John Fuller of OIT
provided the Committee with some background information on the issue of Accessibility of Information
Technology and referenced the following URL:  http://cap.umn.edu/ait/ as a resource site for more
information on this topic. 
It is anticipated that the Accessibility of Information Technology Policy will be finalized by the end of
December 2001. 
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Until that time and until the resources are actually in place to handle the anticipated demand this policy will
create, it will not be aggressively promoted. 
It is estimated once the policy has been finalized there will be a two to three year timeline to phase it in
depending on the criteria established in the policy. 
The Committee endorsed, and Mr. Fuller agreed, to act as a liaison between the Accessibility of Information
Technology Policy Group and Information Technologies.
 
V). 
Rate Limiting of Resources for Specific Uses Policy is a result of the use of file-sharing programs, generally
by students in dorms, that are running entertainment server applications and serving up music or video on the
internet. 
The University is specifically targeting these entertainment applications by giving them a lower priority
thereby prohibiting these applications from consuming a significant percentage of bandwidth and thus
clogging the University’s network. 
A handout was distributed and the Committee was given an overview of what the University’s network
actually looks like. 
It was mentioned that the University shares its internet bandwidth with the State of Minnesota.  The
University needs to make sure that they are not impeding the on State of Minnesota’s business because of the
University’s usages. 
Two options to deal with this issue currently being considered by the University include:

Put dorms on separate network connection. 
Use of rate shaping boxes.

The Committee agreed that educating students on the applications they are using would be a good first step in
trying to resolve this issue. 
The Committee established a consultative Subcommittee to deal with this very fluid topic.  Subcommittee 
members are John Fuller, Jacob Elo, Jeff Johnson, Ryan Osero and a representative from Housing.
 
VI).  Student Policy on E-Mail:  Questions and comments that were raised regarding this policy include:

Should this Committee have been consulted on this policy before it was established?
Should students be required to read their University e-mail at umn.edu, and disallow the forwarding
option? 
When students are careless with managing their various e-mail accounts it becomes problematic and
frustrating for faculty. 
Statistics need to be collected, however, on percentages of students that are not properly managing their
e-mail accounts before any action be taken on this issue.  The Committee supported the idea of inviting
Vice Provost Craig Swan to an upcoming meeting to address this issue.
The importance of educating faculty and students on this topic was stressed.
In an attempt to eliminate part of the problem, the Office of Information Technology is in the process of
transitioning students, who are also student employees, so that they will only have one e-mail address
rather than two.
What is the availability of computer labs during the day for students to access their e-mail accounts?
The Senate Committee on Educational Policy (SCEP) has prepared for the Senate a syllabus policy that
would require all classes have a syllabus. 
Committee members mentioned the idea of drafting guidelines that would incorporate the student
e-mail policy issue into each syllabus. 
These suggestions would then be forwarded on to Vice Provost Craig Swan.

 
With no further business, Acting Chair Mark Bellcourt thanked all present for attending and adjourned the
Committee.
 
                                                                                                Renee Dempsey
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