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[In these minutes: Digital Libraries, Twin Cities General-Purpose Classroom Technology Upgrade Plan, 
Network Management Guidelines]

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES COMMITTEE (SCIT)

MINUTES

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2001

10:00 - 11:45

S30A WILSON LIBRARY

[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate or Twin Cities Campus Assembly. None of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these 
minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or Assembly, the Administration, or the 
Board of Regents.]

PRESENT: Andy Lopez (chair), Mark Bellcourt, Steve Cawley, John Fuller, Phil Goodrich, Bernard 
Gulachek, Ken Hanna, Jeff Johnson, Myron Lowe, Charlene Mason, Robert McMaster, Thomas McRoberts, 
John Miller, Haesun Park, William Peterson, April Schwartz, Shih-Pau Yen

REGRETS: Linda Jorn

ABSENT: Stephen Downing, Gary Hallman

GUESTS: Digital Services Librarian John Butler, Head of Information Systems Jo Crawford, MnLINK 
Implementation Coordinator Christina Meyer, Electronic Texts Research Center Coordinator Miranda 
Remnek, Digital Projects Librarian Chuck Thomas

1. DIGITAL LIBRARIES PRESENTATIONS

Christina Meyer presented an overview of the University Libraries' automation activities in progress:

a. The MnLINK Gateway will provide a single interface to search the catalogs of most libraries in the State of 
Minnesota, and also a small set of databases. Project information is at www.mnlink.org.

b. MnLINK ILL will allow user-initiated borrowing from any MnLINK library. An RFP was issued February 
28 2001 with responses due April 6 2001. Library staff hope to have some sites up and running this fall.

c. The MnLINK Integrated Library System will replace multiple systems currently in use by the University: 
NOTIS (Twin Cities), SIRSI (Duluth), GEAC (Morris), and PALS (Crookston). Production use is planned for 
June 2002 on the Twin Cities campus and December 2002 for the coordinate campuses.

John Butler gave an introduction to the beta project CourseLib, an authoring tool for generating customized 
web pages to support the library research components of academic courses, and also support for distributed 
learning and distance learners. In just a couple of months, the librarians have developed many pages for 
courses and the feedback has been very positive.

Miranda Remnek presented information about electronic text resources and projects. Recent initiatives include
providing access to secondary research materials in electronic format, digital versions of University Press and 
trade publications, and access to netlibrary.com, which has about 30,000 electronic texts. The Libraries will 
present an all-day Electronic Text Extravaganza on April 13 2001. 
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Jo Crawford gave an overview of the Bio-Medical Library's extensive digital offerings: Ovid, Micromedex, 
Health and Medicine in the News, and HealthWeb.

Chuck Thomas showed a sampling of projects focused on non-print materials: the Scenic Design collection 
and War Posters collection.

2. TWIN CITIES GENERAL-PURPOSE CLASSROOM TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE PLAN

Steve Fitzgerald, Director of Classroom Management, made a brief presentation on the status of the Upgrade 
Plan. Mark Bellcourt moved and Robert McMaster seconded a motion to endorse the following statement:

There are critical unmet needs in University classrooms. The Twin Cities General Purpose 
Classroom Technology Upgrade Plan is a comprehensive multi-year plan that addresses essential 
teaching and learning requirements in classrooms. Implementation of this Plan to date has made a 
significant difference in meeting the needs of faculty and the expectations of students. Therefore, 
the Plan must be accelerated to provide a strong classroom environment that will put University 
of Minnesota teaching and learning at a level required at a premier institution. To do this, priority 
must be given to increased and recurring funding for the Plan.

Motion carried unanimously.

3. UNIVERSITY NETWORK MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

April Schwartz moved and Robert McMaster seconded a motion to adopt the University Network 
Management Guidelines to be used by the Office of Information Technology:

University Network Management Guidelines Purpose: To preserve Internet access and campus network
capacity for core mission applications. This guideline outlines how the Office for Information Technology will
administratively manage the data network bandwidth and prevent any one application from monopolizing this 
limited and valuable resource.

Every year the University contracts for a finite amount of aggregated Internet access. In order to provide the 
expected service level to traffic related to core institutional activities, choices must sometimes be made 
regarding traffic priorities. Goal: No one application will affect the total network usage by consuming an
inordinate amount of the University internet/intranet network bandwidth. OIT will intercede in normal traffic
routing and flow as little as possible. It is not the goal of OIT to inhibit general use of the Internet or campus
networks. Implementation: OIT will set time-dependent rate limits, when needed, on any application or 
protocol which exceeds established parameters. In order to set differentiating guidelines, we have classified
applications into two separate categories. One (Primary) are those applications which have general consensus
as having merit and purpose to the core mission of the University of Minnesota (teaching, education and 
research) and Secondary applications are those which may prove to have significant bandwidth requirements 
and as such impede core mission applications.Primary applications include:HTTP (web browser)SMTP, POP, 
IMAP (e-mail)DNS (address information)Other applications that use less than 7% of total internal or external 
network capacity.Secondary bandwidth priorities include:Applications not listed above that use more than 
10% (or an updated percentage determined by the CIO) of total internal or external network capacity with 
provisions for specific exceptions (e.g. research requirements) that may be made by approval of the CIO.

Consultation and Notification: When intervention measures are necessary, every effort will be made to work 
with campus populations who utilize the said application(s) to arrive at mutually agreeable methods of 
controlling or minimizing campus resources impact. When rate-limiting methods are determined necessary,
these will be put into place and approved by the CIO, who will then notify the appropriate faculty governance 
committees.



01-0306 SCIT draft http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/scit/010306.html

3 of 3 6/18/2008 10:56 AM

Motion carried unanimously.

6. OTHER BUSINESS

Agenda for April 3rd meeting:

Request that the Committee on Committees add a position to the Committee for a representative of the 
libraries.

With no further business, Professor Lopez thanked all in attendance and adjourned the meeting.

Mary Kosowski

University Senate


