
Minutes* 
 

Senate Consultative Committee 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

3:00 – 4:00 
Room 238A Morrill Hall 

 
 

Present: Gary Balas (chair), Jonathan Bringewatt, Susan Cable, Carol Chomsky, Shawn Curley, 
Barbara Elliott, Marti Hope Gonzales, Emily Hoover, Jeffrey Kahn, Mary Jo Kane, Cathy 
Marquardt, Judith Martin, Ronald Miller, Nelson Rhodus, Pamela Stenhjem, Becky Yust 

 
Absent: Neal Brown, Nancy Carpenter, William Durfee, James Faghmous, Jeni Kiewatt, 

Kristopher Schweber, Alicia Smith, Jennifer Windsor 
 
Guests: Carolie Carlson (Office of the Controller) 
 
[In these minutes:  (1) correction to 1/31/08 minutes; (2) update on the Enterprise Financial System; (3) 
authority for approving student-release questions on the new rating-of-teaching form] 
 
 
1. Correction to the Minutes of January 31, 2008 
 
 This comment appeared in the January 31 minutes:  "He said he was shocked at Graduate School 
orientation to see that it was overwhelmingly male."  Vice Provost and Dean of the Graduate School 
Dubrow offered the following correction:  "the data as of Fall 07 indicate that enrollment by gender in the 
Graduate School is pretty well balanced, though of course our concern remains opening up particular 
disciplines where women are poorly represented.  A factual note would be appreciated.  5,498 female in 
fall 2007, 5,220 male in fall 2007." 
 
2. Update on the Enterprise Financial System 
 
 Professor Balas convened the meeting at 3:10 and welcomed Ms. Carlson to the meeting, 
representing Controller Michael Volna, to provide an update on the implementation of the new Enterprise 
Financial System.  The Committee had been provided an 11-page response to questions that the Faculty 
Consultative Committee had formulated earlier in the year with Mr. Volna.  Professor Balas said they 
realized after the discussion that because the new Enterprise Financial System affects all faculty and staff, 
the issue should be brought to this Committee. 
 
 Ms. Carlson distributed copies of the new "Access Request Form," which responds to the first 
question posed at the FCC meeting earlier in the year.  She said that no training is required to fill out and 
submit the form.  The form must be approved by the cluster director or finance director of the unit. 
 
 The Committee and Ms. Carlson discussed a number of issues related to the new financial 
system: 
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--  Purchasing from U Stores (the system has been modified so there is a training session for people who 
will only use the financial system to order from U Stores) 
 
--  They are completing the testing of the new system now and it is going well; they are finding minor 
defects that they can fix.  They are receiving good feedback from those who are participating in the 
training, who report they find the system easy to use.  Only three out of about 1500 people failed the 
assessment that followed the training.  The plan is still that the system will go live on July 1. 
 
--  The response to the clustering varies by unit; in most areas it is going well, Ms. Carlson reported in  
response to a question.   
 
--  Professor Balas asked about remaining challenges.  Conversion is always a risk but they have robust 
contingency plans and rated well on a recent audit of those plans.  They also need to make sure people 
have the information they need. 
 
--  The transfer of the millions of pieces of information has check points along the way, to be sure 
everything is transferred, and full historical data will not be available on July 1 (but should be by the end 
of July).   
 
--  The system will affect very little how faculty operate with sponsored projects:  reporting and chart 
field information is what's changing in the sponsored area; other than that, the systems that faculty deal 
with directly, such as EGMS, will remain basically the same (improvements are always being made to 
that system, not necessarily due to the new financial system); Professor Yust commented that the new 
system will be a great improvement in that data in reports will be refreshed every day. 
 
--  The new financial system will have no effect on the systems that students use for registration, 
enrollment, etc., nor will it affect class lists. 
 
 Professor Balas thanked Ms. Carlson for joining the meeting. 
 
3. Student-Release Questions Approval Authority 
 
 Mr. Miller inquired about the decision by the Faculty Consultative Committee that the Committee 
on Educational Policy (SCEP) had final authority to approve the student-release questions.  His 
understanding was that the Senate delegated the authority to the committee at that point (in 2005) but not 
permanently; FCC decided the delegation would be permanent.   
 
 Professor Curley said the delegation was not permanent, but the delegation in 2005 was authority 
to approve the questions for that policy.  The process took a little longer than expected but the questions 
were finally developed.  The question at the FCC meeting was whether these new questions needed 
Senate approval; FCC said they did not, but SCEP's authority has expired now that the new questions 
have been approved.  The Committee concurred with this analysis. 
 
 Professor Hoover said a question had arisen about whether the student-release questions are 
required.  Professor Chomsky said her interpretation is that the student-release questions are required 
unless a college requests and receives a waiver not to include them.  Professor Wambach said that SCEP 
will review the policy on this issue.  The question arose, Professor Hoover said, about an online course 
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and whether the online evaluation needed to be reprogrammed to add the student-release questions.  
Professor Chomsky said she thought they must be included, although the faculty member still retains the 
decision about releasing the results. 
 
 Professor Balas adjourned the meeting at 3:40. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
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