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Minutes 
 
Faculty Consultative Committee 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 
1:15 – 3:00 
238A Morrill Hall 
 
Present: 
 
Gary Balas (chair), Carol Chomsky, Shawn Curley, Dan Dahlberg, Barbara Elliott, Marti Hope Gonzales, 
Michael Hancher, Carolyn Hayes, Emily Hoover, Jeff Kahn, Mary Jo Kane, Judith Martin, Nelson 
Rhodus, Martin Sampson, Becky Yust 
 
Absent: 
 
Nancy Carpenter, William Durfee, Lois Heller, Geoffrey Sirc, Jennifer Windsor 
 
Guests: 
 
Professor Catherine French (Chair, Nominating Committee); President Robert Bruininks, Provost E. 
Thomas Sullivan, Senior Vice President Frank Cerra, Senior Vice President Robert Jones 
  
Other: 
 
Assistant Vice President Sharon Reich Paulson (Office of the Provost), Kathryn Stuckert (Office of the 
President), 
 
[In these minutes:  (1) Nominating Committee selection; (2) updates from the Provost; (3) intellectual 
future] 
 
 
1. Nominating Committee Selection 
 
 Professor Balas convened the meeting at 1:15 and welcomed Professor French to the meeting.   
 

Professor French recalled that there had been a proposal to allow the Faculty Consultative 
Committee to nominate to the Faculty Senate members of the Nominating Committee (which identifies 
candidates for the Faculty Consultative Committee and the Committee on Committees).  The Nominating 
Committee discussed the proposal and recommends against FCC nomination. 
 
 The Committee agreed to three recommendations from Professor French:  that the Nominating 
Committee continue to be elected by the Twin Cities Delegation of the Faculty Senate; that the 
Committee on Committees provide a slate of candidates for the Nominating Committee to the Faculty 
Consultative Committee for approval; and that the Nominating Committee be permitted to nominate 
faculty for the Committee on Committees (with Faculty Senate approval), rather than conducting an 
election at the Faculty Senate meeting. 
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 Professor Balas thanked Professor French for joining the meeting. 
 
2. Updates from the Provost 
 
 Provost Sullivan joined the meeting.  Prior to the beginning of the "intellectual future" discussion, 
he provided a few updates. 
 
--  He reported on the status of various searches that are under way. 
 
--  The state has authorized the biomedical bonding authority for four new buildings.  They will be highly 
interdisciplinary in their research orientation and each will have a different focus:  magnetic imaging, 
cancer, cardiovascular disease, and infectious disease. 
 
--  The University did not obtain funding for the new Bell Museum; the President is trying to identify a 
way to proceed.  The University will keep on the priority list those buildings that were not funded by the 
legislature this session. 
 
--  Classroom funding was cut by the Governor so there will be a smaller amount available.  His office is 
working with Mr. Fitzgerald of the Office of Classroom Management to identify priorities. 
 
--  Professor Hayes suggested adding initiatives regarding energy in the future.  The issue is ripe, it is tied 
to the economy, and the University would do well if it established itself as a leader in the area.  The 
Provost concurred with the sentiment. 
 
3. The Intellectual Future of the University 
 
 The Committee agreed to close the meeting for a discussion of the short-term economic situation, 
budget issues, and the University's financial situation the rest of this year and for the next biennium.  The 
Committee was joined by President Bruininks and Senior Vice Presidents Cerra, Jones, and Sullivan. 
 
 Professor Balas thanked the guests and adjourned the meeting at 3:05. 
 
      -- Gary Engstrand 
 
University of Minnesota 
 


