
 
 

2011 Highlights 
 

 

Preparing the next generation of veterinarians and veterinary researchers 

 National Center of Excellence in Dairy Production Medicine Education funded. In collaboration with veterinary 

schools at the University of Illinois, University of Georgia, and Kansas State University, the College received a 

$700,000 grant to develop and implement a National Center of Excellence in Dairy Production Medicine Education 

for Veterinarians. Awarded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 

the funds will be used to create a “Center of Excellence” as authorized in the 2008 federal agricultural appropriations 

bill. The National Center of Excellence will serve veterinary students from the four cooperating universities and 

function as a model for future centers. The four universities will also partner with the private sector through the 

University of Minnesota’s Dairy Education Center at Davis Family Dairies near St. Peter, Minnesota.  

 Curriculum review begins. The College began a curriculum review process led by Dr. Peggy Root Kustritz, 

assistant dean of education, who sought input from faculty, staff, students, and outside constituents. The curriculum 

review board is made up of Drs. Dave Brown and Jim Mickelson from Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences, Mike 

Conzemius and Dan Feeney from Veterinary Clinical Sciences, and John Fetrow and Erin Malone from Veterinary 

Population Medicine. 

 Education Day Celebrates excellence in education. The College hosted its second annual Education Day on May 

23. The keynote address, "Transforming Education in the 21st Century," was given by Dr. Debra Olson, associate 

dean, School of Public Health, and faculty attended breakout sessions, presented posters, and made presentations 

related to education and innovative teaching methods. Education Day concluded with the presentation of teaching 

awards, including the Pfizer Distinguished Teacher Award, which was presented to Dr. Leslie Sharkey, and the Mark 

of Excellence Award, presented to Dr. Sandra Godden. 

 Tata Group scholarships awarded. Supported by the Tata Group Endowment in Small Animal Surgery, the 

College awarded scholarships to three final-year students at the Karnataka Veterinary School in Karnataka, India. 

The awardees participated in small animal surgery, medicine, and general practice clinical rotations during an 11-

week visit to the Veterinary Medical Center. 

 Students honored at scholarship reception. The College awarded more than $200,000 in scholarships, recognized 

the generous support of donors, and presented the College of Veterinary Medicine Outstanding Service Award to Phil 

Jenni, executive director of the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, at the annual spring awards ceremony on April 15. 

 Degrees awarded at annual commencement ceremony. Doctor of veterinary medicine degrees were awarded to 90 

students at the College’s 60
th

 annual commencement ceremony on April 30. Ten Ph.D. degrees, six D.V.M./M.P.H. 

degrees, and four M.S. degrees were also awarded. The commencement speaker was CVM alumnus Dr. Chand 

Khanna, director of the comparative oncology program at the National Cancer Institute’s Center for Cancer Research.  

 Nearly 1,000 applications received for fall admission. The College’s admissions committee received 948 

applications for the 100 seats in the freshman class. Five students were accepted for admission into the first-year 

class through the VetFAST program, an early admission program for students interested in food-animal veterinary 

medicine. 

 Full accreditation continued. At its spring 2011 meeting, the American Veterinary Medical Association Council on 

Education voted to continue full accreditation for the University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Discovering new knowledge 

 Points of Pride Research Day honors researchers and research programs. The College hosted its annual Points 

of Pride Research Day on October 19.  Dr. John Kaneene, University Distinguished Professor of Epidemiology and 

director of the Center for Comparative Epidemiology at Michigan State University, was named Distinguished 

Research Alumnus and presented “Comparative Studies of Antimicrobial Resistance in Animals and Humans.” The 

Pfizer Research Excellence Award recipient was Dr. Srinand Sreevatsan, who presented “Mycobacterial Covert 

Operations–Pretense, Persistence, and Strategic Programming.” Davis Family Dairies was named Distinguished 

Research Partner, and the award was accepted by Mitch Davis, vice president, research and development. In addition 

to seminars and awards, the event included a poster competition, where graduate students, summer scholars, 

postdoctoral scholars, and residents presented posters about their research. 



 

 NIH awards CVM five-year grant for Summer Scholars program. The National Institutes of Health’s National 

Center for Research Resources awarded the College a five-year, $145,000 training grant for the project “Veterinary 

Summer Scholars in Comparative Medicine.” The grant will be used to expand the current Summer Scholars training 

program and provide an eight-week summer research training experience for five D.V.M. students each year. Thirty 

participating program faculty from across the University’s Academic Health Center will be involved in training the 

students. The principal investigator on the training grant is Bruce Walcheck, professor. 

 Brain cancer research benefits humans as well as dogs. Brain cancer research being done by Drs. Liz Pluhar and 

John Ohlfest began benefitting humans as well as dogs. In December, CBS News aired a three-and-a-half minute 

story on the experimental brain cancer treatment that stimulates the patient’s own immune system to fight the tumor 

and perhaps even prevent a recurrence of the disease.  
 

Serving the community in Minnesota and around the world  

 University allocates additional funds to Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory. The University of Minnesota Board 

of Regents allocated an additional $1.6 million to the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL) for the fiscal year 

2012-13 biennium, approving President Eric Kaler’s budget proposal for an additional $50 million allocated to the 

University by the State Legislature. Through this decision, President Kaler demonstrated his commitment to 

supporting the VDL and the services it provides. 

 One Health Workshop explores partnerships in international development. Nearly 100 people gathered for the 

fourth annual One Health Partnerships Workshop, “Creating One Health Partnerships in International Development,” 

in May. Attendees came from throughout the University and from as far away as Africa and included representatives 

of colleges of veterinary medicine, government, industry groups, and corporations, as well as students and staff. The 

keynote speaker was James Nyoro, managing director, Africa, the Rockefeller Foundation. 

 CVM joins consortium leading teaching and research initiative in China. The College became part of an 

international consortium of veterinary schools in the United States and United Kingdom that is working with industry 

to establish an outreach program in China to promote education and research. In addition to the University of 

Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine, the International Veterinary Consortium for China (IVCC) includes the 

University of Nottingham School of Veterinary Science, the Royal Veterinary College, and three other U.S. 

veterinary schools—Iowa State, California-Davis, and Kansas State—together with Pfizer Animal Health. The IVCC 

aims to support China’s veterinary education efforts and strategically improve animal productivity, welfare, and 

veterinary public health through cooperation with partner institutes in China. 

 VetCamp launched. In collaboration with the Minnesota Veterinary Medical Association, the College began 

promoting VetCamp, a new outreach opportunity that aims to introduce young people ages 12-18 to veterinary 

medicine. Made possible by funding from the Minnesota Veterinary Medical Foundation, VetCamp is a one- to three-

hour live program developed and implemented by D.V.M. students at the College. The first offering of VetCamp 

occurred in mid-May with students from Atwater/Cosmos/Grove City High School. 
 

Distinguished achievements 

 Dr. Peggy Root Kustritz receives teaching award. Dr. Peggy Root Kustritz, assistant dean of education,  was 

honored with a University Award for Outstanding Contributions to Postbaccalaureate, Graduate, and Professional 

Education. Recipients are chosen for excellence in instruction; involvement in students’ research, scholarship, and 

professional development; development of instructional programs; and advising and mentoring of students. In 

conjunction with the award, Peggy was inducted into the Academy of Distinguished Teachers. She was also one of 

three Academic Health Center (AHC) faculty members inducted into the 2011 AHC Academy of Excellence in the 

Scholarship of Teaching and Learning. 

 Dr. Kakambi Nagaraja honored by AAAP. Dr. Kakambi Nagaraja, professor in the Veterinary and Biomedical 

Sciences Department, received the Bruce W. Calnek Applied Poultry Research Achievement Award from the 

American Association of Avian Pathologists (AAAP) at the American Veterinary Medical Association Annual 

Convention in July. The Bruce W. Calnek Achievement Award is given to a member of AAAP who has made 

outstanding research contributions resulting in a measurable, practical impact on the control of one or more important 

diseases of poultry. 

 Dr. Jaime Modiano receives award for excellence. Dr. Jaime Modiano, Perlman Professor of Animal Oncology 

and director of the Animal Cancer Care and Research program, received the Asa Mays Excellence in Canine Health 

Research Award at the American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation conference in St. Louis in August. The 

award is a biennial honor presented to research investigators who demonstrate meritorious advancements in 

furthering the mission of identifying, characterizing, and treating canine disease and ailments. 

 Dr. Gary Goldstein recognized by AVDC. The American Veterinary Dental College (AVDC) presented the Peter 

Emily AVDC Service Award to Dr. Gary Goldstein, associate medical director, at the Veterinary Dental Forum in 

Boston in November. The annual award is presented to an outstanding diplomate of the AVDC for contributions 

made to further the field of veterinary dentistry. 


