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Rains Don't Hurt Contoured Land --Conservation-farming more than paid off this 

year for Erhard and Richard Woetzel, Meeker county Soil Conservation District coop-

erators. Three and four-inch rains in June, July and August had little effect on 

fields that were contour stripped and protected by grassed waterways. The Woetzels 

have been following soil conservation practices since 1952. They have also estab-

lished a wildlife area in a gullied field. They are following a woodland management 

plan on 35 acres and are improving part of their permanent pasture. 

~~ * * 
Fields Need Starter Fertilizer -- No matter when or how it's applied, broadcast 

fertilizer applications are no substitute for starter fertilizers. Small grains, 

corn and grasses need the boost from starter fertilizers in spring, says A. c. Cald-

well, soils scientist at the University of Minnesota. Broadcast fertilizer supple-

ments the starter. 
-~ * * 

Pasture Brings Good Income -- Good pastures give the farmer as much income as 

other crops, say University of Minnesota soils scientists. Beaides, pastures pro-

teet the soil and its fertility on rolling fields, whether they are permanent pas-

tures or r.otation pastures. Permanent pastures are left in grass 
the time, such as on land too hilly to plow for cultivated crops. 
are recommended on cropland and can be grazed for a year or more, 
planted to a cultivated crop. That way, the pasture is part of a 

and legumes all 
Rotation pastures 

then plo-vmd and 
crop rotation. 

Windbreaks Hold Soil, Conserve Moisture -- A series of windbreaks 40 rods apart 
will prevent a lot of soil loss on many Minnesota farms. Besides, windbreaks con
serve winter moisture by catching snow. They also provide winter protection for 
game and wildlife and nesting places for birds. \!windbreaks have three rovm of fast
growing trees, such as green ash, cottonwood, native poplar, or willow with one or 
more species of long-lived trees, such as green ash or American elm. 
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