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Rough Weeds ( 1: 00) 

perennial 

grasses in the home lawn by University of Minnesota'. extension 

horticulturist Jane McKinnon. Quack grass and ta! I fe sc uc are 

common lawn invaders. 
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One is to spot treat the weed with the non selective herbicide 

Dalapon but be sure to apply the chemical only to the undesired 

grasses. The treated areas should be reseeded six lo eight weeks 

after applying the chemical. Do not attempt to reseed earlier than 

this. Some homeowners may prefer to use Dalapon in late August or 

September so the large spots can be reseeded in the spring. 

The preceding procedure is not desirable if the weedy grass is 

distributed throughout the entire lawn. 

Control coarse-textured grasses by mowing, maintaining the 

entire lawn at one-and-a-quarter-inches. Mow the lawn when the 

undesired grasses reach two-and-a-quarter-inches. So whenever the 

coarse-textured grass grows an inch, mow the lawn. 

Proper maintenance of desirable grasses is especially important 

during the control period. Adequate fertilization and water will help 

the desirable grasses compete with the coarse-textured ones. The 

second method brings success in two to three years. 
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Buying Plants (0:20) 

When shopping for annual and perennial plants, select them with 

a specific location in mind. For perennials, choose a well-drained site 

that receives full sun most of the day. 

Prepare the soil, particularly heavy clay soils, by incorporating 

organic matter such as compost, peat moss and leaf mold . Also add a 

fertilizer such as 5-10-5, 12-12-12, or 10-6-4 at the rate of two pounds 

per 100 square feet. 
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