




The importance of wise guidance in the 
home in the child's early years 
The child learns more in a shorter space of time during 

the first few years of his life than he learns at any 
other time. 

The child needs the understanding guidance of his par
ents during the formative years to establish accepta· 
ble standards of living in order to live a happy life. 

The patterns for physical, emotional, and social habits 
which are established in early life are carried over 
into adulthood. 

The example set by the parents in their pattern of daily 
living directly influences the behavior and attitudes 
of the child. 

Conducting yourself as a parent 
Be the best parent you can. 

Show a zest for living. 

Assume a favorable attitude, and display love, affection, 
patience, kindness, confidence, trust, and friendliness. 

Expect to have irritations in daily living; learn how to 
deal with irritations and minimize their importance. 

Perform daily tasks in a calm, relaxed, and efficient 
manner. 

Read and study any material available on child care 
and training. 

Practice seeing things from the child's point of view as 
you learn more about the child's nature at each 
stage of development. 

The parent's responsibility to the child 
Provide a comfortable home, plenty of nutritious food, 

suitable clothing, ample rest, a place for the child, 
a place to play, health protection, and safety. 

Be sensitive to the feelings of the child: his fears and 

his needs for love, affection, attention, trust, and con· 
fidence. 

Teach the child to think through situations, carry activi
. ties through to completion, express hims.If, respect 
the rights of others, and respect property. 

Provide opportunities for the child to learn how to share 
and how to get along with others, through play ex

;Periences and associations. 

~.rovide opportunities for the child to attend Sunday 
School and Church. 

Help the child learn to manage himself 
Understand the child's needs, individual differences, 

abilities, and development at the different age levels. 

Direct the child in developing acceptable habits, skills, 
attitudes, and social behavior. 

Ways to get the child's cooperation in 
obtaining obedience 
Get the child's attention before making a request. 
Phrase the request or command in language the child 

can understand. 

Be consistent in commands. 

Be fair and have a good reason for your demands. 

Let the child have a part in making decisions. 

Give the child ample time to complete a task. 

Show the child how to do things that you expect him 
to do. 

Praise the child's efforts. 

Do not give commands in anger. 

Make your requests positive, not negative. 

Make it clear to the child that certain things must be 
done immediately. 

Guides for parent-child relationships 
Watch your own behavior, for the child tends to copy 

the parent's behavior. 

Enjoy and accept the child as a person. 
Realize that the child remembers the parent's philoso

phy longer than the particular thing that the parent 
does • 

Remember it is easier to teach respect for parental 
authority if both parents agree. 

Set an example for your child by obeying laws and 
respecting authority. 

Listen to the child's questions and problems and give 
honest answers or counseling. 

Help the child make decisions for himself rather than 
always telling him what he should do. 

Let the child assume responsibility for his acts and mis· 
takes. 

Avoid overworking the phrase, "Don't do that." 
Help maintain positive discipline by having general 

routine well organized. 
Keep promises you make to the child. 
Do not use severe or inconsistent punishment. 
Expect reasonable, acceptable behavior from the child. 
Appreciate a sense of humor; always laugh with the 

child but never at him. 
Say NO when necessary. 
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THE HANSON FAMILY 

Situation I 
The Bob Hansons are farming the home place. His 

parents are now living in a new modern house at 
the south end' of the grove. Bob, Doris, and their three 
children, Tommy, age five; Carol, age three; and baby 
Jean are living in the old farm house with its inade
quate closet and storage space. 

Tommy and Shep were looking through the screen 
door of the kitchen when his mother saw him. "Where 
have you been all afternoon?" 

"Grandpa's," answered Tommy. 
"What are you doing over there all the time?" 



"Helping Grandpa," replied Tommy. 
"Come over here so I can tie your shoe laces for 

you. Now go in the house and I will put some clean 
clothes on you." 

Tommy took off his soiled clothes, leaving them in 
the middle of the floor. When Doris had finished dress
ing Tommy she said, "Pick up your old clothes and 
and put them in the basket." 

Tommy said, "No! You do it," as he walked away. 
"You are just like your Dad, leaving everything just 

where it drops," said the mother. 

QUESTIONS: 
I. Why is Doris having difficulty in teaching Tom

my to help himself? 
2. Is it worthwhile to keep on trying? Why? 
3. Could the grandparents do anything to improve 

this situation? 

Situation II 
The baby cried as if something was hurting her, 

but after looking, the mother could find nothing to 
hurt her. The baby was in the middle of her nap and 
should have been sleeping for a long time yet. Carol 
stood by watching her mother as she began to rock 
Jean to sleep. Carol was told to go outdoors and play 
with Tommy but she said, "No! No!" and insisted on 
climbing on to her mother's lap. 

The next day Jean was crying again during nap 
time and Doris found two red marks on Jean's arm. 
Doris glanced toward Carol, standing in the doorway, 
taking it all in. Doris said, "Carol, did you make Jean 
cry?" 

"No! No!" answered Carol. The mother watched 
Carol after that and the next day stopped her just as 
she was about to pinch the baby. The mother thought 
slapping Carol's hands would solve the problem. 

QUESTIONS: 
I. Why did Carol act the way she did? 
2. Could this have been avoided? 
3. What might the parents do now that the situation 

has arisen? 

THE BROWN FAMILY 
The noon meal had been ready for over an hour 

while easy-going Sam Brown was coming in from 
work. Ignoring his mother's command to stay in, five
year-old Jack ran out of the house to meet his Dad, 
still crying as he had just been spanked for the second 
time this morning. Sam asked why he had been 
spanked. Jack's answer was, "I don't know." 

Mary was reheating the food when Sam entered 
the house. She turned and said, "Well, it's about 
time!" While washing up for dinner Sam asked why 
Jack had been spanked. Mary did not answer him. 

Eight-year-old Bob broke the silence by saying, 
"Jack got spanked because he didn't answer Mom. 
Mom sure was crabby today!" 

There wasn't much enthusiasm for the food. Mary 
said, "Bob, eat your carrots." 

"I don't like carrots,'' replied Bob. 
"Bob, I said eat your carrots, every bit of them, and 

take your elbows off the table!" countered the mother. 
"Oh, leave Bob alone; I don't like carrots either," 

said Sam as he got up and left the table. 
Sam could not understand why Mary was so upset. 

He did not stop to think about the boys staying up so 
late watching TV, which made them restless and hard 
to manage this morning. Mary had just had word there 
would be guests for the evening meal. 

QUESTIONS: 
I. Why was Mom "crabby" today as Bob said? 
2. What was irritating Sam? 
3. How could this kind of situation be avoided in 

order to have a happier meal time and a better en
vironment for the children? 
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