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Outlook for Fruit 

IF WEATHER is favorable in 1947, the United 
States apple crop is likely to be larger than the 
1935-44 national average of 120,962,000 bushels. 

Demand is expected :to be weaker in la:l:e 1947 
and early 1948. 

Prices may be lower. Increasing supplies of 
citrus fruits and juices, :together with bananas, 
will stiffen :the compe:l:i:l:ion apples mus:I: mee:I: 
in :the market. Increase of apple consumption 
will depend on :the supply of sugar and fa:l:s. 

Demand for raspberries and strawberries in 
1947 will be strong and prices should be good. 
Very little increase in plantings has been evi
dent in Minnesota because of labor costs. 

Export demand for fruit in 19.47 will remain 
below prewar levels. Military needs will be rel
atively small. Increased fruit processing is a 
factor tending to support the market. 

Supply being near average, lack of sugar is 
the reason for record-large stocks in cold stor
age warehouses. Frozen fruit stocks as of Octo
ber 1, 1946, were 499 million pounds, compared 

Minnesota fruit and veqetable producers 
can expect qood retums in 1947 if they do 
everythinq possible to reduce their produc
tion costs and improve marketinq practices. 
Here are ·some goals that will help counter
act lower price levels and assure a better 
future for the state's fruit and veqetable 
industry: 

The &uit and vegetable industry in Min· 
n.esota is havinq growing pains. In 1945 it 
was valued at over $60,000,000. Market 
garden centers are developing in strategic 
areas in the state. High cost of land, disease 
in old land. desire to increase size of plant- . 
ings, and better transportation have caused 
growers to seek new locations. Marketing 
methods will need to be improved to keep 
pace with the growth of the industry. 

with 360 million pounds a year earlier, and a 
1941-45 average of 264 million pounds. 

Improved frozen food marketing may increase 
consumption. A sharp upward trend in United 
States frozen foods output is expected. 

Sugar is likely to continue in short supply 
through 1947, although the amount available to 
consumers and processors will be somewhat 

I 

higher than in 1946. Supplies in this country 
have been affected by the world-wide shortage~ 
This shortage is due to destruction in many 
sugar-growing areas during the war, loss· of 
supp:).ies from the Philippines, Java, and Asiatic 
sources, and decline in sugar-beet production 
both. in Europe and America. 

e Encourage grading and.better quality. 
e Give more attention: to precooling, wash

ing, and icing. 
e Improve packaging, use more consumer-

size packages. 
e Study consumer wants. 
e Use new and improved varieties. 
e Use. latest insect and disease control 

measures. 

Outlook. for Truck Crops 

MoDERATELY smaller production can be ex
pected in 1947, but it will be ample to meet 
expected demand. 

The effective demand for fresh vegetables 
will be weakened in 1947 by increased avail
ability of some other foods, by competition from 
long-awaited durable goods, and by a significant 
slackening of income in :the la:l::l:er half of :the 
year. 

Demand by canners and freezers in 1947 may 
be somewhat weaker than in 1946, unless stocks 
from the 1946 record or near-record packs move 
more rapidly during the early part of 1947. 

Prices paid to growers for processing crops 
are expected to be slightly lower in 1947. 

Fresh vegetables at prices substantially less 
than wartime peaks, but above prewar, willhave 
stronger competition from canned and frozen 
vegetables than during recent war years. The 
long-time trend toward higher consumption of 
canned and frozeq vegetables is expected to 
continue. As their quality and availability con-

e Use labor and machinery more effi
ciently. 

e Plan . production to fit market outlets. 
e Work for more modem storage and mar

ket facilities. 
• Organize a .. state vegetable association 

to study problems of industry. 
e Make your efficiency and product good 

enough to meet competition. . · 



tinue to improve, the consumer will tend to buy 
the more convenient canned or frozen product 
to avoid extra handling. 

Cabbage: The 1946 estimate for late-fall har
vest is 7 per cent more than in 1945 and 55 per 
cent above the 10-year average. Cabbage prices 
in general are likely to be lower in 1947. 

Dry Edible Beans: Demand for dry edible 
beans should continue strong. Carry-over stocks 
of old beans as of September 1, 1946, were the 
smallest in several years. Total supplies for the 
season ahead are somewhat short of the usual 
consumption. 

Growers are assured a support price of at 
least 90 per cent of parity for their 1947 and 
1948 crop. Prices throughout the season are ex
pected to continue well above support levels. 

Carrots: The 1946 fall production of carrots is 
about 10 per cent smaller than the record-large 
fall crop of 1945, but 58 per cent larger than 
average. Carrot prices are likely to stay below 
1945 levels. 

Outlook for Potatoes 

THE NATIONAL potato crop of 478.000.000 
bushels exceeds the previous record of 1943 by 
13 million and is more than 100 million bushels 
above average. The yield per acre at 175 bushels 
is 25 bushels above the previous record and 50 
bushels above average. The Minnesota 1946 pro
duction is estimated at 16.6 million bushels. 
compared with 19.4 million in 1945. 

Total demand for potatoes in 1947 is expected 
to be weaker than in 1946 because: 

1. Truck crops and other fresh vegetables are 
expected to continue plentiful. 

2. Cereal foods and dry edible beans probably 
will be in larger supply. 

3. Military requirements and foreign demand 
will be down. 

4. Industrial demand is likely to be much 
weaker. 

5. A reversal of the downward trend in per 
capita consumption is not in prospect. 

A 1947 U. S. production goal of 373 million 
bushels is announced by U.S.D.A. This figure is 
the same as the 1935-44 average annual produc
tion. 

The 1947 U. S. acreage goal is 2,631,000 acres, 
which is 5.6 per cent less than the acreage 
planted in 1946. Potatoes will be supported in 
1947 and 1948, as in 1946, at not less than 90 
per cent of parity. Individual farm acreage goals 
are to be established for 1947 · plantings, and 
only those farmers who plant within their acre
age goals will be eligible for price support. 

The present level of production in Minnesota 
is much below that maintained prior to 1933. 
The shift of potato production within the state 
has been northwesterly. In 1919 only 23 per 
cent of the potatoes harvested in the state was 
from the Red River Valley area. Now the Red 
River Valley area produces over 55 per cent of 
the potatoes in the· state. The yield per acre in 
the valley was high this year, bringing the 
state average to 110 bushels per acre. Even 
within the Red River Valley area, the shift has 
been northward. Polk County is now the center 
of production. 

Seed production continues to be important 
in this state. Minnesota growers in 1945 pro
duced 11 per cent of the national supply of 
certified seed stock and over 41 per cent of the 
war-approved stock. 
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