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FARM OuTLO·OK 
for Minnesota 

W. H. DANKERS 

Keep Up Production 
Because :the war is s:till on, Minneso:ta 

farmers are being called upon :to main:tain 
produc:tion of farm commodi:ties in 1945 at 
nearly the same level a11.-bl 1944. Produc
tion for immedia:te use,; ~-.';litjrif.4J!Xpan~ 
sion, should be :the ainf~ Produc:tion. of. a 
few products sho:uld be ~ut down and :that 
of others increased. Tp avoid. af:ter-war 
surpluses, :the proper brlance <\D1.<lDg:·fooc\ , , 1. 
products is. becomin~ more important;'" J 
Good planning and mju:µt,gE!men:t and :the r, 
best use of available 1Wl.4.tJab6rFmilc~l '"·''··" -~ J' 
ery, :transportation, feeds, aii<folher-p!'~' ' 1-:.<:> ·, 

duciive resources are vitally needed. -.J 

... But. . . 
Be Alert for Change 

Farmers should not base :their af:ter-:the
war farm programs on presen:t high prices 
and wide-open demand for farm products. 
Observations by :the War Food Adminis:tra
:tion are :that as soon as :the war ends in 
Europe :there will be a big drop in gov
ernment food purchases, especially for 
lend-lease. Relief purchases will not offset 
ihe drop because lend-lease and mili:tary 
reserves will be used up first. Nei:ther can 
U. S. civilians, even with full employment, 
provide a big enough marke:t for :the ex:tra

. ordinary wartime ou:tpu:t of our farms. 





PRODUCTION 
OUTLOOK •• • 
--- Feed Situation --

The nation's supply of feed grains and protein 
feeds, for the 1944-45 season (beginning in the fall 
of 1944), is the third largest on record but is 5 per 
cent smaller than in 1943-44. However, there are 
fewer grain-consuming animals on farms so that there 
is about 10 per cent more feed per animal unit than 
in 1943-44. The supply is also slightly larger than in 
1938-42 when feed grain reserves were built up. For 
that reason feed prices may average somewhat lower 
in 1944-45 than in the previous year. However, the 
fall in prices will be limited by strong demand ·from 
the large number of livestock still on farms and by 
government price supports for corn and wheat. 

More liberal feeding of well-balanced rations ap
pears desirable in 1945. Oilseed cake and meal sup
plies will be slightly smaller per animal unit but 
supplies of millfeeds will be larger. 

The supply of hay is smaller than a year ago. It 
is a scarce item on many Minnesota farms. Probably 
more fodder and stover was conserved in the fall of 
1944 which will help to stretch the roughage supply. 

More feed might be used in 1945 for dairy cows 
and hogs and less for laying hens and beef cattle. 
This can be accomplished best by some reduction in 
the number of laying hens and in the beef breeding 
herds. A reduction in the number of laying hens ap
pears necessary to avoid a repetition of the egg rnar
keting problems of 1944. A reduction in beef cattle 
numbers appears desirable for the postwar period and 
at the same time will provide an increase in the 1945 
meat supply, which is greatly needed. An increase 
in pork production seems desirable in 1945 because 
more meat is needed, our corn supplies are ample, 
and prices will very likely be favorable. Labor will 
be a limiting factor in dairying, but the dairy situa
tion and favorable prices justify utmost attention to 
good feeding and management. With such adjust
ments the feed supply for 1945 will be sufficient to 
feed the needed livestock efficiently. 

__._ Farm Supplies --
Rationing and distribution control of all farm ma

chinery and equipment has been removed. It is ex
pected that there will be enough machinery to meet 
1945 needs, but shortages may develop in certain 
localities, especially if farmers start buying heavily. 

Jlipltlipltts of tlte 1945 Outlooll 
NATIONAL INCOME-annual average for 1935-

39 was 66 billion dollars. In 1944 it reached 156 
billion, which may be the high for quite some 
time. Is expected to drop if the war in Europe 
ends before late 1945. 

FARM CASH INCOME from the sale of agricul
tural products-annual average for 1935-39 was 
8V2 billion dollars. In 1944 it reached 20.5 billion. 
Is expected to drop in 1945. 

EXPENDITURES FOR WAR-reached 82 billion 
dollars in 1943 and 90 billion in 1944. Are ex
pected to be lower in 1945 if the war in Europe 
ends. 

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION will decrease some
what in 1945 because of partial shitting from war 
to civilian production. A large share of the pro
duction will still go for war, and civilian supplies 
will not meet the demand. In 1944 more than l1alf 
of our industrial production consisted of war 
goods. 

LEND-LEASE, MILITARY, AND FOREIGN RE
LIEF FOOD requirements may decrease because 
of stocks built up. They were about 23 · per cent 
of our total production in 1944. 

PRICE CONTROLS, rationing, and some priori
ties will be extended to hold back price rises and 
to protect the war eflort and civilians from the 
eflects of a serious inflation. An extremely large 

Foundry and factory labor, especially skilled labor, is 
extremely short, and war materials and ammunition 
will receive priority. Prices of machinery are high. 
Farmers should continue to exchange and pool the 
use of farm machinery as much as possible. They 
should also go slow on replacements. There will be 
sufficient repair parts, but machinery repair labor is 
short and farmers should attempt to get their farm 
machinery in shape early. 

Farm construction materials and supplies, includ
ing fencing, will be more plentiful than in 1944. How
ever, it seems advisable for farmers to fulfill only the 
actual needs for such items because prices will be 

consumer spending power and an inadequate tax 
program, coupled with a shortage of civilian 
goods, will make it necessary to continue control 
measures after victory in the European war if 
violent inflation is to be avoided. 

CIVILIAN MANPOWER may grow scarcer in 
early 1945 as more men are needed for military 
service and war work. If the European war ends, 
unemployment may occur during the shift from 
war to civilian production in the latter part of 
1945. 

FARM MANPOWER will be short in early 1945, 
especially during planting. Some relief is ex
pected in late 1945 if the European war ends. 

TRANSPORTATION will be a major problem 
for 1945. The less essential civilian commodities 
cannot be moved. With active war on both fronts, 
transportation materials needed there will have 
priority, for both mechanical equipment and 
heavy duty tires. 

PROCESSING CAPACITY for farm products 
will be adequate in 1945, but a shortage of trans
portation and trained help may pinch. 

STORAGE CAPACITY, even though increased 
in 1944, may again be short in 1945, especially for 
perishable and semiperishable commodities that 
need refrigeration. 

comparatively high and the quality of some materials 
probably will be below that in the postwar period. 

Greater use of commercial fertilizers contributed 
to the large food production in 1944. Compared with 
1935-39, 72 per cent more was used. The amount 
available for 1945 is equal to the amount used in 1944. 
Farmers should obtain their supply early. 

In general, it is expected that there will be 
enough insecticides and fungicides for 1945 require
ments. Nicotine, rotenone, and pyrethrum will be 
limited. In so far as possible farmers should figure 
out their requirements early, place their orders, and 
avoid delay. 

~Farm Labor -----
Farm workers have increased their accomplish

ments in food production greatly during the war 
period. As compared with the prewar annual aver
age of 1935-39, nearly one-third more food was pro
duced in 1944 with about 10 per cent less farm labor. 
Also, the labor supply included a larger proportion of 
both older and younger men, and more women. Farm 
people worked harder, worked longer hours, used 
more laborsaving farm machinery and equipment, 
and left some of the less essential jobs· undone. The 
farm labor supply will be reduced further in early 
1945. Labor in general is scarce. A program to in
crease war materials production in the Twin City 
area will draw an increasing number of laborers from 
farms. Also, more farm boys will be inducted into 
military service. The labor supply in late 1945, in
cluding farm labor, will be largely dependent upon 
the outcome of the war in Europe. It is expected there 
may be 3 to 5 million people temporarily unemployed 
within 6 months after the European war ends. This 
will be the result of the return of part of the military 
forces, and a cutting down of the labor force in war 
plants during the period of partial· shifting to the 
production of civilian goods. 

The farm labor demand in early 1945 must be met 
as far as possible by shifting labor from areas where 
it may be temporarily available to where it is needed, 
recruiting more inexperienced local labor, including 
young boys and women, and utilizing family help to 
the fullest. The labor recruiting forces set up to co
ordinate the farm labor program will continue their 
efforts during the winter and spring of 1945. Farmers 
should report their labor needs early to the local fa.rm 
labor recruiting office. 

Laborsaving practices should be used to the ut
most. Use self-feeders for hogs, free-choice feeding 
for chickens, and self-watering facilities for live
stock. Cull out low-producing cows and hens. Raise 
hogs and poultry on clean ground to control disease 
and parasites. 
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FOOD w;/J k CZ ~ 

• 
Plan your 1945 farm program 

carefully for efficiency and 
maximum results 



Some enterprises require much more labor than 
others and labor peaks for different enterprises come 
at different seasons. Plan enterprises to distribute the 
labor load as evenly as possible. 

Milk cows take most labor in late autumn, winter, 
and early spring. The seasonal peak in hogs varies 
with the time of farrowing and ·can be adjusted to the 
farm labor and marketing situation. Poultry requires 
most labor during the brooding and early rearing 
season. Labor required by beef cattle is highest in 
winter · and spring, lowest in late summer and 
autumn. 

The labor requirements of crops vary from week 
to week. Small grains have two peaks-seeding and 
harvesting. Alfalfa requires substantial amounts of 
labor at each cutting-the first during corn culti-

. vating and the second about the same time as small
grain harvest. Corn reaches its labor peak in late 
autumn when little is needed for other crops. 

MARKET 
OUTLOOK • • • 

It is not enough to produce food. Food is of value 
only when it has reached the final consumer. Farmers
should help regulate the flow to market so the trans
portation, processing, and storage facilities can handle 
the load. 

----. Transportation Short ---
The shortage of transportation facilities constitutes 

a major marketing problem in 1945. Railroads will 
need to continue operating at fullest capacity. More 
freight was shifted from motor truck hauling to rail 
in 1944, and this trend will continue because motor 
trucks are .decreasing and normal replacements can
not be made. More and better locomotives will be 
available in 1945 than last year. However, box cars, 
refrigerator cars, and to some extent tank cars, will 
remain scarce. 

Trucks are continually wearing out and cannot 
be replaced immediately. The total number in 1945 
may not exceed 4,250,000, compared with 4,876,000 in 
1941, and many of those now on the road are unfit 
for long and regular trips. The heavy-duty tire situa
tion is the most serious in trucking. Tires made from 
synthetic rubber are less satisfactory for heavy-duty 

service than for use on lighter trucks. There will be 
a fairly abundant supply of repair parts but there 
may be delay in truck repair because mechanics will 
be scarce. There will also be a shortage of truck 
drivers. 

To ease the transportation situation for 1945, em
phasis should be continued on the use of locally pro
duced products. Products normally shipped in during 
"off-seasons" may not be available. Local production 
should be planned to make fresh fruits and vegetables 
available during as long a season as possible. Local 
surpluses of perishable products should be preserved. 

Farmers should adjust production and marketing 
to avoid the seasonal transportation peaks. Curtail
ment of all unnecessary travel should be continued. 

~ Processing and Storage ---
Processing facilities were increased further in 

1944 and a slight decrease is expected in the produc
tion of farm crops and livestock in 1945, indicating 
that physical processing facilities for agricultural and 
food commodities will be adequate. To get the fullest 
use of facilities, the location of crop production is 
important. With a tight transportation situation, 
vegetables for processing should not be planted where 
they will need transportation to plants in other areas. 
The effective use and management of food-processing 
facilities will be the major problem, with the shortage 
of processing labor probably the most troublesome 
item. 

Dry storage space is expected to be adequate in 
1945. Cold storage-both cooler and freezer-is ex
pected to create a major problem. Abnormal de
mands upon cold storage space caused by emergency 
war programs interfered with orderly distribution of 
some commodities (such as eggs) in 1944. If it be
comes necessary for the government to purchase large 
stocks of certain perishable or semiperishable com
modities in 1945 in order to support prices, the prob
lem would reappear. War events, and a failure to 
achieve an orderly movement of commodities to our 
armed forces and Allies, could also create a problem 
in cold storage. Additional cold storage space was 
constructed in 1943 and 1944, and in the absence of 
war emergencies the facilities should be more ade
quate in 1945 than last year. 

- Containers and Packaging 
Lumber consumption has exceeded production 

since 1941 so that by the end of 1944 stocks were 
expected to be down by 9.7 billion board feet. Con
sumption is again expected to exceed production in 
1945, so containers made of wood will be scarce and 

expensive. The supply of pulpwood has increased 
slightly. However, the supply of fiber containers, bur
lap bags, and . paper sacks will remain extremely 
short in 1945. Special effort is necessary on the part 
of producers and dealers to return, resell, and re-use 
containers whenever possible. 

The supply of materials for manufacturing glass 
jars and tin cans is much larger than a year ago and 
it is quite probable that restrictions on the production 
of such containers may be removed. The chief hin
drance to production of containers now is the shortage 
of labor. 

~ Prices in 1945 and Later --
Prices received by farmers in 1944 averaged about 

the same as a year earlier and were about 21 per 
cent above 1942. If the European war ends in 1945 
it is expected that prices may fall as government food 
purchases for military, lend-lease, and foreign ship
ments decrease. Domestic demand for food is also ex
pected to fall as some war plant workers lose their 
jobs while plants shift partially from war to civilian 
production. After the shift, the pressure of rising 
food prices and rising farm costs will very likely re
appear, tending toward inflation. Continuing price 
control measures on through the early postwar period 
is highly essential for inflation control. 

-...-- Adequate Food Supply -.-
Per capita consumption of all foods in 1943 and 

1944 was approximately 7 per cent above the 1935-39 
level. It is expected to be about the same in l 945. 
Supplies of beef, turkeys, and some fruits may be 
larger next year, but supplies of potatoes, pork, but
ter, chickens, and some fresh vegetables may be 
smaller. Civilian food supplies are expected to in
crease and may actually be in surplus when the 
European war ends because of the discontinuance of 
food stock piles that will no longer be needed. Con
sumer prices for food may average lower than in 
1944, especially in late 1945. 

It is estimated that over 20 per cent of total food 
production is lost through wastage and spoilage-on 
the farm, in processing, in the wholesale arid retail 
channels, and in the home. As much as possible of 
this waste should be stopped. 

UNIVERSITY FARM, ST. PAUL 8, MINNESOTA 
CooJi>erative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home 

Economics, University of Minnesota, Agricultural Extension 
Division n.,d United States Department of Agriculture Co-
operatinf UNIVE-·R-- ·- ni,..,ittor. Published in furtherance 
of Agric SITY OF MINNES - ----> T•me 30, 1914. 

. 11111111111111iii1 __ ,_., 
3 1951 003 470632 w 


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	Blank Page

