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DURING the present period of meat scarcity, many 
a family can raise enough rabbits in back-yard 

hutches to produce an important supplement to its 
meat supply. This pamphlet deals only with such 
back-yard rabbitries. 

The beginner is cautioned that large-scale cc,m
mercial production is subject to the same hazards 
as raising any other livestock and is by no means 
the road to quick fortune. In the city or village b:ack 
yard, however, where space is limited, raising a few 
rabbits for the family larder is simple and practical. 
Either inside or just outside the average garage there 
is sufficient space for three 
or four hutches, which will 
house all the rabbits an 
average family can eat. 

Hutches can be built 
cheaply of second-hand ma
terials; carrot tops, lawn 
clippings, and dandelion 
greens can be used to sup
plement the regular rations ; 
care need not take more 
than a little spare time 
daily ; and the contribution 
to the civilian food supply 
may be comparable to 
that of a successful victory 
garden. 

The meat of domestic 
rabbits is nutritious, pearly
white, fine-grained, and pal
atable at all seasons, far 
superior to that of wild 
rabbits. There is no reason 
to fear that domestic rab
bits raised in captivity un
der sanitary conditions will 
have tularemia (rabbit fe
ver) or any other infection 
dangerous to man. Tula
remia is transmitted in 
wild rabbits by ticks and 
deer flies, both of which 
are rare or absent in places 

likely to be raised. We do not know of a single case 
of naturally occurring tularemia in domestic rabbits. 

That rabbit meat is economical to produce can 
be inferred from the situation in Europe. In Italy, 
each family is required to keep at least one breeding 
doe. In Germany, it is estimated that there are 15 
to 20 million breeding does. There are only one mil
lion in the United States. 

The value of rabbits is principally for their meat, 
which now (1943) sells for 35 to 50 cents a pound, 
with the demand exceeding the supply. The skins 
should also be saved because they are of value for 

fur and felt, with white 
rabbit skins usually de
manding about double that 
for colored ones. The ma
nure is a fertilizer of good 
quality which can be used 
to advantage on the victory 
garden. 

The breed to select is 
of less importance than the 
quality and health of the 
stock, but New Zealand 
Whites are most widely 
used in Minnesota. For 
meat production you should 
have fast-growing animals. 
Good New Zealands should 
weigh 3% to 4 pounds (live 
weight) at 8 or 9 weeks, 
which is about the earliest 
age for slaughtering. 

City ordinances in the 
larger Minnesota cities do 
not prohibit raising rabbits 
in the city back yard pro
vided the hutches are kept 
sanitary, so they do not 
constitute a health hazard; 
provided the rabbits are 
never allowed to run wild ; 
and most important of all, 
provided the rabbitry does 
not constitute a nuisance to 

where domestic rabbits are Carca11s cut up ready for cooking neighboring residents. 

SEE INSIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON BREEDING-HOUSING-CARE 



Breeding. Housing. and Care 
Reproduction in the rabbit is rapid. Only 90 to 

100 days after a doe is mated the young are ready 
for the table. Young does are mature enough to breed 
at 7 to 8 months and can produce a second litter by 
the time they are a year old. The gestation period is 
31 days and the young should be weaned when 8 
weeks old. To insure greatest output, four litters a 
year should be produced. This will necessitate breed
ing a doe 7 or 8 weeks after she has previously borne 
young. Heavier breeding schedules are not recom
mended. 

When mating, the doe should always be placed in 
the buck's hutch ; otherwise the doe often fights the 
buck. Five days and again 18 days after the mating 

Two types of nest boxes 

the doe should be placed with the buck for a test 
breeding. If she takes the buck it is quite certain 
that the earlier mating was fruitless. If she fights 
the buck or growls it is an indication that she con
ceived the first time. Test matings are very impor
tant to insure maximum production. 

The nest box should be partially filled with clean 
s tra•.·: and placed in the hutch about 5 days before 
the doe is expected to kindle or have her young. 
Apple boxes or nail kegs are suitable for this pur
pose. When k indling is expected during sub-zero 
weather, the nest box should be tight, and almost 
completely filled with nesting material to provide 
adequate insulation. 

The doe should not be handled or disturbed for 
a few days before and after kindling. Two days after 
the doe kindles, the young should be examined and 
all dead animals and runts discarded. It is not de
sirable to leave more than 7 or 8 young with the doe. 
Any unnecessary handling of the young should be 
avoided until they are about 3 weeks old, when they 
begin to come out of the nest box and eat grain and 
hay with the doe. 

To handle rabbits, grasp loose skin above shoul
ders and suppor t large animals with hand under rear 

quarters. Do not pick up 
rabbits by the ears. 

The sex of rabbits can 
be determined easily by 
pressing open the sexual 
aperture with the thumb 
and forefinger. In does, a 
longitudinal slit is ob
served; in bucks, the 
opening is round and the 
male organ can be made 
to protrude. 

days' supply can be pro
vided at once. 

The feed requirements 
of rabbits are simple. 
Good quality alfalfa or 
clover hay, salt, and water 
should be available at all 
times. Whole oats, barley, 
or wheat, and a protein 

A two .. tier hutch with each hay manger serving two units 

Hutches for the me
dium-sized breeds, such 
as New Zealands, Bev
erens, and Chinchillas, 
should have 10 square 
feet of floor space. These 
are customarily built 30 
inches deep by 48 inches 
long. For the large breeds, 
such as Flemish Giants, 
12 square feet of floor 
space is recommended. 
The height should be 20 
to 24 inches for the me
dium breeds and 24 to 30 
inches for the larger ones. 
A sloping floor or one of 

supplement (soybean oil cake or pellets or linseed 
oil meal cake or pellets) supply the other require
ments. Green feeds are desirable at all seasons and 
will not disturb digestion if fed gradually and in 
small quantities. Excellent greens for rabbits include 
dandelion leaves, carrot or beet tops, clover, alfalfa, 
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sweet clover, lettuce, cabbage, or chard. Never give 
rabbits a large feeding of greens or root c:rops unless 
they are accustomed to eating these item:s. 

Bucks and does without litters should be fed about 
4 ounces a day of a mixture containing 4 parts grain 
and 1 part protein supplement. Larger rabbits may 
need more, smaller ones less, than this. The rule-of
thumb is to feed them once a day all they will con
sume in 20 minutes. 

Does with litters should be given all the grain 
and protein they will eat. If a mixture is used it 
should contain 2 parts protein supplement to 4 parts 
grain, but if a self-feeder with two sections is used 
the grain and protein need not be mixed and several 

wire, on which droppings will not accumulate, is de
sirable for sanitary reasons and also to reduce the 
work of caring for the animals. A floor of %-inch 
hardware cloth, or wood slats spaced 5fs inch apart, 
will allow the droppings to fall through. If these 
methods are used, a piece of solid board somewhere 
in the floor for the rabbits to rest on is desirable. 

If a solid floor is used, it should slope about 2 
inches in 2 feet so the droppings and urine will 
drain toward the back and an 8-inch strip at the rear 
should be poultry wire or hardware cloth (%-inch 
or l-inch) through which the droppings may fall. 
The rabbits tend to use this strip as a toilet, so such 
a floor is largely self-cleaning. 

The whole hutch can be constructed economically 
from scrap lumber and covered with l-inch poultry 
wire. Two hutches in one unit make it possible for 
both to utilize the same hay manger. 

Pull the skin over 
shaper so both front 
legs are on one side. 
Fasten with clothes
pins. remove excess 
fat, and dry in a cool 
place. Undue stretch
ing reduces value of 
the skin. 

Skin on shaper; wire shaper 

Sanitation Avoids Disease 
Diseases of rabbits are numerous, but if the proper 

sanitary conditions are observed little difficulty need 
be expected. Feed and water must not be contami
nated by the rabbit droppings. Hay should be fed 
in a manger, not on the floor. Water and feed vessels 
should be of a type not easily contaminated. 

Coccidiosis, one of the most common diseases, 
may be avoided by cleaning the hutches and feed and 
water vessels regularly, but particularly by con
structing the hutch floor so that the animals do not 
have access to their droppings. 

Colds may be avoided by providing good ventila
tion at all times, but preventing direct drafts. 

Diarrhea is caused by coccidiosis, and also by 
feeding too great a quantity of greens at one time. 
Rabbits thrive on greens, but small amounts should 
be fed at first, the quantity increased gradually. 

The Diagnosis Laboratory, Division of Veterinary 
Medicine, University Farm, St. Paul 8, may be con
sulted if rabbit diseases are encountered. Any sick 
animal should be isolated immediately. Newly pur
chased rabbits should be kept separate for two weeks 
before being allowed in the main rabbitry. 

STEPS IN DRESSING A RABBIT 
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1. Stun rabbit with sharp blow on head. 
2. Suspend on hooks by hind legs and remove head Immedi

ately to permit bleeding. Cut off front feet. 
3. Cut skin on dotted lines, and remove as Illustrated. 
4. Slit carcass on median line through pelvis and abdominal 

wall. Remove all viscera except kidneys, liver. and heart. 
S. Wash thoroughly to remove blood and hair. Cool thoroughly 

before using, preferably for 24 hours. 

The Universi ty of M innesot a an d t he U . S. F ish 
and Wildli f e Se1·v i ce are coopemting in a study of 
1·abbi t raising in M innesota. 



Keep Cost Records 
Cost records should be kept, especially when chil

dren are handling the rabbits as it provides them a 
definite cash value on their endeavors. Feed costs 
and the market price for rabbit meat vary locally 
and seasonally, but if breeding stock and feeds are 
not too high, rabbits produce meat and fur at a defi
nite profit. Records of .the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service show that if grain (oats, wheat, or barley) 
costs $2.20, the protein supplement $2.45, and alfalfa 
hay $1.55 per hundredweight, 100 pounds mixed in 
the proper ratio for rabbit consumption will cost $2. 
About four pounds of the balanced ration will pro
duce a pound of live rabbit, so that a litter of five 
and the doe can be fed to fryer size of 4 pounds at 
a feed cost of $1.60. At 20 cents per pound live weight 
or 40 cents dressed, the litter should bring more than 
$2.00 over cost of feed. 

There are several ways of making rabbits yield 
greater returns than cited. Feed costs may be cut 
down by cutting and curing your own alfalfa or 
clover, raising your own carrots or other root crops, 
cutting dandelions and other weeds for greens, and 
feeding such kitchen wastes as dry bread and carrot 
or beet tops. In winter, the latter might be obtained 
from the local grocery. The return on meat rabbits 
may be increased by selling the skins, which bring 
10 to 75 cents depending upon the size, color, and 
condition. Cooperative selling helps. The price for 
breeding stock is, of course, much beyond the meat 
and fur value alone, but the demand for breeding 
stock, now so great, is subject to wide variation. 

OTHER RABBIT PUBLICATIONS 
Conservation Bulletin 25-"Rabbit Raising" and Con

servation Bulletin 31-"Diseases of Domestic Rabbits," 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Department of the 
Interior, are available for 10 cents each from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C., or 
free through your Congressman. Wildlife Leaflet 240-
"Recipes for Cooking Domestic Rabbit Meat/' can be 
obtained by writing the Fish and Wildlife Service, U. s. 
Department of the Interior, Chicago, Illinois. 

The American Rabbit and Cavy Breeders' Associa
tion, 812 E. Costello Street, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
has a guide book imd can recommend other helpful 
literature. 
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