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More adequate far :ead-..s.w:.u~foll'fts '·;/\ · '· · .. 
and windbreaks are one of the most 
striking needs on Minnesota farms, 
particularly in the prairie counties. 

Only one farm in 25 in Minnesota has 
a really good protective planting, and 
one in eight has no protection what
ever. Your farm may be one of the 
many not protected by a good grove. 

Perhaps drouth has interfered with 
your plans to establish an adequate 
shelterbelt on your farm, or perhaps 
you have felt that you could not afford 
the labor or material required. 

This year, however, the AAA program 
is offering a special aid to you farmers 
who wish to .improve your farms 
through tree planting. 

Every Minnesota farmer should take 
advantage of this opportunity to build 
or rebuild an adequate farmstead shel
terbelt, and at the same time earn as 
much as $30 in benefit payments. 

Probably no acreage on your farm will 
contribute more to your comfort and 
better living conditions than land used 
for a good shelterbelt. 
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Use AAA Payments to 
<Jiu. ,11,11,11 p~ Pl.ut. 

The 1940 AAA program is offering up to $30 for 
tree planting ($7.50 per acre). This is in addition 
to all regular AAA benefits including those made 
for planting trees to meet soil building goals. 

Under the plan you may plant a much needed 
farmstead shelterbelt, field windbreak, or a farm 
woodlot with the AAA actually bearing most of 
the expenses. 

This $30 can be earned only by planting trees. 
These trees do not have to be planted on crop land. 

Plant forest trees 

Help Plant Trees 
See your county agent 
Details concerning the practices you may adopt 
will be furnished to you by your county agent or 
county AAA committee upon request. See them 
immediately so that you may benefit by the 1940 
tree planting program. Remember the planting 
should be done before May 15 to be successful. 

Use only hardy species adapted to the soil and 
climate of the region in which the trees are to be 
planted. Also choose trees suitable for the type of 
planting desired. 

For a complete list of shelterbelt and windbreak 
trees see Bulletin 196. 

To receive these benefits, how
ever, you must fulfill certain 
conditions which include: 

AAA 1940 Special 
Your county agent can give 
you additional information 
and can furnish you with the 
price list of planting stock re-

1. Planting 650 forest trees 
and shrubs per acre (includ-
ing shrubs beneficial to wild-
life or in protective plantings) 
or 300 trees per acre for wind
break. 

$30 
--or-

$7.50 an Acre 

cently prepared by the Agri
cultural Extension Division. 

'k/lud <J~ eQ,11/, 
8e 'kuJ. 

Z. Protetting the forest plant
ing against livestock. If neces
sary, planting must be fenced 
in to receive full benefit pay-

TREE PLANTING 
The AAA tree planting pro
gram allows you to plant suit
able native or home-grown 

ments. 

3. Protecting the planting from fire at all times. 

Note-Practices carried out with labor, seed, trees, 
and materials furnished by any state or federal 
agency other than the AAA and representing half 
or more of the cost, cannot earn these payments. 

Maintain your planting 
Besides the $7.50 per acre for tree planting, you 
may also receive $3.00 per acre on (a) the same 
land used to earn the $30 payment or (b) additional 
land cared for under the regular soil conservation 
program. This $3.00 payment must be earned from 
the farm's regular allowance and not from the $30. 

To get this $3.00 payment you must maintain a 
good stand of at least 300 trees or trees and shrubs 
per acre planted between July 1, 1936 and July 1, 
1940, by cultivating sufficiently to control other 
vegetation, by protecting from fire and livestock, 
and by replanting if necessary. 

trees. The acceptable classes 
of stock include: 

1. One- or two-year old deciduous trees such as 
elm, ash, etc. These may also include trees easily 
transplanted or grown from "cuttings." 

2. Evergreen stock at least four years old-two
year seedlings and two-year transplants. 

A shelterbelt planting is one of the most valuable 
assets on any Minnesota farm-it will justify its 
cost. The shelterbelt: 

Pro:tec:ts :the home, orchard, and livestock against 
snow, sleet, piercing winter winps, and summer 
dust storms. 

Provides the farmer with fuel and fence posts. 

Reduces soil losses and helps protect soil fertility 
and crop yields against the effects of drying winds 
and dust storms. 



Planting the Field Windbr~ak Forest Planting for Farm Woodlots 

PIUJlecJ4 ~ c~ 
Experience shows that field windbreaks are bene
ficial in many parts of Minnesota, particularly 
where soil blowing is important. Field windbreaks 
will help protect against dust storms in the summer 
and will help retain snow and moisture during the 
winter. 

Two to four rows of trees are adequate for a field 
windbreak in Minnesota. The windbreak should 
be planted to protect against the prevailing winds 
usually from the northwest. This usually means 
that the windbreak should be planted north and 
south. 

This plan calls for two rows of shrub .plants on 
the outside facing the prevailing winds, a center 
row of trees, and an inside row of shrubs. 

The shrubs should be planted four feet apart in the 
rows, and the rows should be no further apart than 
6 feet. 

The trees in the center row should be 6 feet apart 
and 8 feet from both shrub rows. 

The entire width of this planting would be 38 feet. 
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The Four-row Field Windbreak Plan 

To make an acre this planting 
would have to be 1146 feet 
(69.4 rods) long. To plant an 
acre of field windbreak under 
the recommended plan, 860 
shrubs and 184 trees will be 
needed. This number would 
be more than ample; with the 
7 5 per cent survival desired, 
to comply with the AAA re
quirements and would entitle 
you to $7 .SO an acre benefit. 

Only shrubs are used in this 
plan. The planting system is 
the same as that for the out
side two rows in the four-row 
plan, except that only 6 feet 
are allowed for clearance. 
(See diagram). 

'U" SI.esp Jldti 
Planting farm woodlots is one 
of the best ways to utilize 
steep hilly acres, especially 
where soil washing is impor
tant. This, too, can be done 
under the special new AAA 
tree planting program, as 
these trees do not have to be 
planted on crop land. 

Solid plantings are usually 
used for farm woodlots. In 
this type of planting, trees 
shouid be planted 6 feet apart 
in the rows, and the rows 7 
feet apart. This requires 
about one thousand trees to 
the acre. This amount, how
ever, is much more than is 
absolutely required to receive 
the benefits. 

This windbreak would be 18 · 
feet wide and would have to 
be 2,420 feet long to make an 
acre. Under this plan, 1,210 
shrubs are needed per acre. Woodlots Fumlab Fence Posts and Fuel Suitable stock for farm wood-

Planting the Farmstead Shelterbelt 

One of the acceptable planting practices under the 
new AAA program is the farmstead shelterbelt, 
commonly called "windbreak." The purpose of the 
shelterbelt is to protect the house, barn, orchards, 
;and feed lots and, at the same time, provide posts 
:and fuel and material for other farm needs. To be 
satisfactory, a substantial planting is necessary. 

One of the most suitable plans for the Minnesota 
farm calls for a snow catch of two rows of hardy 
shrubs or low trees; a sno"!' trap space, 40-60 feet 
·wide; and a main windbreak of eight rows of 
trees occupying a space 80 feet wide. This recom
·mended shelterbelt would be 152 feet wide and as 
long as necessary (see diagram and plans in Min
:nesota Extension Bulletin 196). 

A standard shelterbelt under this plan would be 
(inside measurements) 400 feet on both the west 
and north side of the farmstead. This would oc
cupy 3.3 acres and entitles the farmer to a $24.75 
Pl!-Yment (3.3 x $7.50). Each area 287 feet in length, 
under this plan, will make an acre of shelterbelt. 

At least 560 trees should be planted to the acre in 
the diagram. To assure survival, the planting must 
be well done and adequate summer care must be 
given. Assuming that at least three fourths of the 
trees survive, there will be 425 trees, which is well 
within the AAA requirement of 300 trees per acre 
in this type of planting. 

The plantings should be cultivated at least twice 
during the growing season to eliminate weeds and 
conserve moisture. If the planting is properly 
cultivated and protected, the cooperator is also en
titled to an additional benefit of $3.00 per acre 
toward his regular AAA conservation payment. 

lots would include: (1) deciduous trees such as 
elm, ash, etc., (2) cottonwood or willow cuttings, ~ 
or (3) four-year old conifers or evergreens which 
have been in transplant rows for two years. 

P~NoiN~ 
It is not nece·ssary to plow the land before plant
ing, but the sod should be removed. This can be 
done by plowing a three-inch deep furrow and 
planting the trees in the furrow. 

Sometimes it is impossible to plow a furrow for 
planting because of rocks, stumps, or other obstruc
tions. In this case, cut a piece of sod 8 inches 
square from the top surface and plant the trees 
in this space. This is called "scalping." 

The payments are the same per acre as the other 
plantings. Hoeing and cultivation, however, are 
not required although such care may be necessary 
to keep down weeds assuring better growth and 
higher survival. 

Grazing in the woodlot is prohibited and fire pro
tection must be assured. 

Plan for a Farmstead Shelterbelt 



A Tree Fund of $2,500 for 1940 and $2,500 for 1941 
has been created by the Minnesota State Legisla
ture to aid farmers in planting shelterbelts, wind
breaks, and farm woodlots, and for erosion control 
or wild-life purposes. 

Through this act farmers may purchase at cost 
one- or two-year old seedling stock of deciduous 
trees and four- and five-year old evergreens 
through the Agricultural Extension Division of the 
University of Minnesota or directly from nurseries. 
The buyer also pays transportation and administra
tive charges. Farmers purchasing such trees must 
obtain at· least 1,000. None may be resold. 

Preference is given to trees grown in Minnesota 
by Minnesota nurseries, which have been inspected 
under state nursery regulations. 

In accordance with the act, the University of Min
nesota Agricultural Extension Division has pre
pared a special planting stock price list (Form Fl). 
This list quotes prices on suitable stock offered by 
most of Minnesota's important tree nurseries. 

1. Commercial nurseries in Minnesota. 

2. Transplanted wild stock at least 10 and not over 
24 inches high. Such stock must be hardy and 
have well-developed root systems. 

3. Trees grown in home nurseries or in 4-H proj
ects, if of proper size and root development. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Extension Bulletin 196, 

Planting the Standard Windbreak. 

Your County Agent. 

Your County AAA Committee. 

UNIVERSITY FARM, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Econom· 
ics, University of Minnesota, Agricultural Extension Division and 
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