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REPORT OF 1931 
MINNESOTA LAMB PRODUCTION CONTEST 

By W. E. Morris 

The Minnesota Lamb Production Contest was continued for the fourth 
year through the financial support of the Minnesota Livestock Breeders' Association. 
Twenty-eight contestants from fourteen counties finished the contest, which was open 
to any sheep raiser in Minnesota having twenty-five or more ewes lambing between 
February 1 and May 31 of 1931. No restrictions were placed on breeding except that 
the sires must be purebreds. The contest closed for each lot of lambs when they aver· 
aged 135 days of age, at which time official weights were taken. Awards were made 
on the basis of the average pounds of lamb produced per ewe. This gave credit for a 
high percentage of lambs saved and rapid gains made on each individual lamb. To equal· 
ize management problems, the contest was divided into three classes: Class 1, 25 to 
50 ewes; Class 2, 51 to 100 ewes; Class 3, 101 or more ewes. 

RECORDS OBTAINED 

It is interesting to note the progress made by the contestants in this 
project. The first contest was won with an average production of 117 pounds of lamb 
per ewe in the flock. This was increased the second year to 128 pounds of lamb per 
ewe, and the third year to 159 pounds, which is the highest weight yet secured in the 
project. This year the high record was 147 pounds. Of greater significance is the 
average production each year for all contestants, and the increase in the average pro· 
duction secured per ewe. In 1928 the average number of pounds of lamb produced per 
ewe for all contestants was 84 pounds; in 1929, 100 pounds; in 1930, 106.6 pounds; and 
in 1931, 105.4 pounds. While the average production for 1931 dropped 1.2 pounds below 
that for 1930, this average was for a larger number of ewes in a year when pastures 
were greatly reduced by drought. A larger number of lambs were also figured in this 
year's average than ever before. This year, seventeen contestants produced 100 pounds 
or more of lamb per ewe, which is the largest number making such a record for any 
one year of the contest. This would indicate increased efficiency on the part of all 
contestants. 

THE HIGH RECORD 

C. E. Weigart, Winger, Polk County 

Ewes--Grade Hampshire. Rams--Purebred Hampshire. 

Average birth date of lambs--April 4, 1931. Finishing date--August 17, 1931. 

The entry of Mr. Weigart won in Class 1. This flock of 38 ewes raised 
63 lambs or 165 per cent. These lambs averaged 89. 1 pounds, or market weight, at 135 
days. This large lamb crop with the fast gains made resulted in an average produc
tion from each of the 38 ewes of 147. 7. 

MANAGEMENT. --In the fall of 1930 abundant pasture brought this flock 
of ewes to the breeding season in thrifty condition. 

The winter ration consisted of alfalfa hay and oats, with access to 
straw. Oats were fed at the rate of ~ pound per ewe daily from February 15 to May 10. 

FEEDING THE LAMBS. ··After going on pasture, no grain was fed to the 
lambs during the time of the contest. Pasture in abundance and the mothers' milk 
supplied their feed. 
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THE RUNNER UP 

Frank Passi, Pitt, Lake of the Woods County 

Ewes· ·Grade Shropshire. Rams --Purebred Shropshire. 

Average birth date of lambs--May 11, 1931. Finishing date--September 23, 1931. 

MANAGEMENT. --Liberal clover pasture brought this flock of ewes to the 
breeding season in high condition in the fall of 1930. In addition, for the 20 days 
preceeding the breeding time about t pound of whole oats was fed to each ewe daily. 

Winter feeding started on October 20 and was continued until May 30, 
1931, when the flock went to pasture. The winter ration consisted of clover straw at 
will and clover hay. Grain feeding was again started on April 4 to stimulate milk 
flow for the suckling lambs. Oats constituted the grain ration, which was fed at the 
rate of t pound per ewe daily. 

Exercise was provided by feeding the hay at a distance fro~ the barn. 

FEEDING THE LAMBS. ··After going on pasture, no grain was fed to the 
lambs during the time of the contest. Pasture in abundance and the mothers' milk sup
plied their feed. 

GOITER. ··Iodized salt was fed as a preventive for goiter. No loss oc
curred from this disease. 

PARASITES. ··The ewes were drenched before going into the winter, to 
control stomach worms. The flock was dipped once to control ticks. 

WOOL.·· The ewes produced 11 pounds of wool per head. 

Successful Methods Used by Contestants 

I. High qua Ii ty rams were used by al I. · The ewes were flushed by provid· 
ing abundant feed two weeks to a month before breeding. Seven contestants report 
feeding grain in addition to good pasture for two to four weeks before breeding season. 

Eighteen allowed the rams to run with the flock, while eight practiced 
various systems as turning rams in only during the day or night, alternating with dif
ferent rams, etc. These latter practices allowed for better care of the ram. 

2. Legume hay has constituted an important part of the winter ration, fed 
along·with silage, straw, corn fodder or some other cheap roughage. Twenty-three of 
the contestants report feeding a legume hay as the winter ration, one clover straw 
and two wild hay. The latter three contestants to offset the poor roughage, fed grain 
throughout the winter. 

3. The practice is generally followed of feeding grain (depending on the 
condition of the ewes) for from two to four weeks before lambing. From t to l pound 
daily of grain is the amount fed. This is continued until the flock goes to pasture. 
Eighteen contestants fed grain only before lambing, five fed no grain, and three fed 
grain during the winter to their breeding flock. 
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4. Abundant pastures are provided. This, if the lambs are healthy, will 
produce rapid gains and a finish suitable to top the mar~et. Sweet clover bas proven 
a satisfactory pasture. 

5. Parasites are controlled by drenching for stomach worms and by dipping 
to control ticks. Rotation of pasture is practiced by many. Eight of the lots of 
lambs were drenched to control stomach worms and fifteen of the contestants dipped 
their flocks to control ticks. 

6. Fresh water at well above freezing temperatures is provided. Free 
access is given to loose salt. Sixteen report that they provide water warmed so that 
the ewes would drink it. 

7. Careful night and day attention at lambing time is responsible for the 
high percentage lamb crops saved by most contestants. 

8. Exercise is provided during the winter months by feeding roughage at a 
distance from the shed. This aids in keeping the flock healthy and insures stronger 
Iambs at birth. 

Conclusions 

Certain conclusions may be drawn from the experience of the men in this project. 

1. Legume hay is a cheap and most desirable feed for wintering breeding ewes 
and should constitute at least fifty per cent of the roughage fed. 

2. A high percentage of twins born and a high percentage of lambs saved are 
essentials for profitable market lamb production in Minnesota. 

3. The number of pounds of lamb raised per ewe is the best test of the ability 
of a market lamb producer. 

4. Large gains on each individual lamb are needed for most efficient production. 

5. Healthy lambs make rapid gain on good pasture. Such gains wi 11 be prevented 
if parasites are not under control. 

6. Top market lambs can be produced on palatable pastures without grain feeding. 
If pastures get short, grain feeding will be profitable in order to secure 
gains and a desirable finish. 

Lamb Production Suggestions 

W i th the I ow prices which preva i I at the present t i me for wool and 
lamb, it is necessary that each sheep raiser puts his production on an efficient, low 
cost basis. This can be done by the adoption and strict adherence to the following 
points: 

1. Maintain the ewe flock below six years of age. 

2. Cull the flock, retaining only good breeders of desirable type and 
fleece and which are good milkers. 
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3. Have the breeding flock in good flesh and high vigor when the 
breeding season opens.· · 

. 
4. Use only purebred rams of desirable c9nf irmation to secure high 

quality and uniformity in the lambs. · · 

5. 'Winter on legume hay with a little extra roughage as silage, roots, 
and straw. 

6. Force the ewes to exercise during the winter months. 

7; Feed potassium iodide as an insurance against goiter. 

8. Feed one-half pound of grain per day, from two weeks before lamb· 
ing until pasture time. 

9. Supply an abundance· of pasture to the ewes with their lambs. 

10. Dock all lambs and castrate all grade ram lambs. 

11. Control the parasites. Rotate the pastures each year or drench with 
a copper sulphate solution. Dip each spring to control ticks. 

12. The lambs from four to five months of age should weigh 80 pounds 
when raised without grain on good pasture. 

13. The lambs should carry sufficient size and flesh to sell as top mar
ket lambs if marketed before pastures dry up. 

14. Prevent fleeces from becoming filled with burrs or chaf. 

15. Give constant attention at lambing time and save the lambs born. 

16. 'Watch out for maggots during bot wet weather. 



REPORT OF MINNESOTA 1931 LAMB PRODUCTION CONTEST 

By W. E. Morris 

No. No. Total Average Average 
Rank Name Address County of of Wt. of Wt. of Wt. of 

Ewes Lambs Lambs Lambs Lambs per Ewe 

Class 1 - Flocks of 25-50 ewes 
1 C. E. Weigart Winger E. Polk 38 63 5613.6 89.1 147.7 
2 Norman Kohlmeyer Blue Earth Faribault 29 49 3677.4 75.0 126.8 
3 Fred Bridges Wi II iams Lake of Woods 24 35 2868.0 81.9 119.5 
4 Clayton Moses & Son Kasota Le Sueur 41 65 4745.0 73.0 115. 7 
5 Frank Wardas Orr N. St. Louis 27 41 3121.4 76.1 115.6 
6 Howard Bros. Spring Valley Fillmore 30 49 3433.2 70.0 114.4 
7 P. J, Busting Bagley Clearwater 44 68 4684.0 68.8 106.4 
8 Conrad Lorents Clearbrook Clearwater 32 44 3340.0 75.9 104.3 
9 D.D. Darst Bagley Clearwater 32 50 3331. 5 66.6 104.1 

10 George Woollett Bank ton Lake of Woods 46 68 4617.2 67.9 100.3 
11 Olaf N. Jel lum Hill City Itasca 42 55 4019.0 73.0 95.7 
12 Robt. Brue Clearbrook Clearwater 27 38 2565.0 67.5 95.0 
13 Henry Steinhoff Westbrook Murray 50 67 4713.0 70.3 94.2 
14 L. J. Evenson Spring Grove Houston 26 38 2434.6 64.0 93.6 
15 Harry Woolson Thief River Fal Is Pennington 28 34 2414.0 71.0 86.2 
16 Llewellyn Reese Park Rapids Hubbard 30 43 2582.0 60.0 86.0 

Class 2 - Flocks of 51-100 ewes 
1 Frank Passi Pitt Lake of Woods 61 102 8955.2 87.8 146.8 
2 Knute Ystesund Thief River Falls Pennington 60 94 7567.0 80.5 126.1 
3 Chas. Johnson Thief River Fal Is Pennington 80 111 9379.5 84.5 117. 2 
4 Ward Bros. St. Vincent Kittson 88 129 10268.4 79.6 116.6 
5 John Clementson Erskine E. Polk 92 129 10236.2 79.3 111.2 
6 Mart in Bergan Wi II iams Lake of Woods 82 116 8252.0 71.1 100.0 
7 C.E. Tatge Luverne Rock 87 108 8354.2 77.3 96.0 
8 W. J. Sharkey&: Sons Belle Plaine Le Sueur 60 83 5566.0 67.0 92.7 
9 AI. Liebold Spring Valley -Fi I lmore 80 108 7300.8 67.6 91.2 

10 A.G. Slaughter Wells Faribault 85 100 6813.0 68.1 80.1 
11 N. N. Kinneberg Spring Grove Houston 51 60 3730.5 62.1 73.1 

Class 3 -Flocks of 101 or mor~ ewes 
1 Ole Engebretson Clearbrook Clearwater 105 158 11, 139. 0 70.5 106.0 

CHAMPION FLOCK MASTER 
C. E. Weigart Winger E. Polk Percentage of lambs born - 171 

Percentage of lambs raised - 165 
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