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CHAMPION FLOCK MASTER 

Frank Passi, Pitt, Lake of the Woods County 

Percentage of lambs born, 180.6. Per·centage of lambs raised, 174.6 

RESULTS OF I93o MINNESOTA LAMB PRODUCTION CONTEST 
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ewes lambs lambs lambs per ewe 
Class I-Flocks of 2I-50 Ewes 

Charles Marmorine Gonvick Clearwater 33 so 3665 73.3 I I I.O 

F. C. Watkins Willmar Kendi~ ohi 27 35 2965 84.7 109.8 
Geo. Woolett Bankton Lake of Woods 46 62 4985.6 80.4 108.3 
D. D. Darst Bagley Clearwater 29 48 3 I25.5 65.0 I07.7 
Alex M. Shaw St. Vincent Kittson 2.1 3I 2680 86..4 107.2 
Henry Steinhoff Westbrook Murray 38 53 4062 76.6 106.8 
Pete Rusting Bagley Clearwater 41 57 4365 76.5 106.5 
Everett Wadsworth Crookston West Polk 32 4I 3153 76.9 98.5 
Olaf Jellum Hill City Itasca 25 3I 2415 78.0 96.6 
G. F. Clouse Olivia Renville 27 38 2583 68.o 95.7 

Class 2-Flocks of II·IOO Ewes 
Frank Passi Pitt Lake of Woods 67 II7 107I7.8 91.6 I 59.8 
Chas. Mann Caledonia Houston 55 91 7430.I 81.6 135.0 
Ward Bros. St. Vincent Kittson 70 IOS 8I90 78.0 I 17.0 
K. 0. Johnson Frontier Koochiching 89 I2I 97I6 80.3 109. I 
Henry Sonderman Indus Koochiching 60 78 6300 80.7 105.0 
Martin Bergen Baudette Lake of Woods 52 75 5376 71.6 I03.3 
Roy F. Bell Hutchinson McLeod 57 82 5756.5 70.2 100.9 
N. N. Kinneberg Spring Grove Houston 55 81 5399.4 66.6 98.I 
W. J. Sharkey Belle Plaine Le Sueur 59 88 5664 66.6 96.0 
F. A. Kruse Tyler Lincoln 79 II8 6407.4 54.3 81. I 
Sever Trehus Spring Grove Houston 94 I22 6728 55. I 71.5 

Class 3-F1ocks of IO I or More Ewes 
Robert A. Hume Kent Wilkin I68 273 20333 74,4 121.0 
(Femco Farm 2) 
Ole A. Engebretson Clearbrook Clearwater !IO I40 10690 76.4 97.I 

Champion Flock Master 
Frank Passi Pitt Lake of Woods 

REMEMBER THAT 

I. A high percentage of twins born and a high per entage of lamb51 ~3v"\,~1 
are essentials for profitable market lamb producti n in MiS\i~ta': 

2. Pounds of lamb produced per ewe is the best tes of the ability of a sR"'R\E.S 
market lamb producer. Large gains per lamb are eeded for nep.Wl<fffi-S \.: 
cient production. 5\. f>l\\j\.. 

3. Healthy lambs make rapid gains on good pasture. 
control, will prevent such gains. 

4. Legume hay is a cheap and mcst desirable feed for wintering breeding 
ewes, and should constitute at least 50 per cent of the roughage. 

5. Desirable market lambs can be produced on abundant palatable pasture 
without grain feeding. If pasture gets short, grain feeding is profitable. 
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The Minnesota Lamb Production Contest was continued for the third year 
through the financial support of the Minnesota Livestock Breeders' Association 
The purpose was to locate the most efficient sheep raisers in the state and to 
demonstrate the most effective methods of breeding, f.eeding, and management. 

Twenty-three contestants from thirteen counties finished the contest. The 
contest was open to any sheep raiser in Minnesota having 25 or more ewes lamb
ing between February l and May 31, 1929. No restriction was placed on breeding 
except that the sires must be purebred. 

The contest closed for each lot of lambs when they averaged 135 days of age: 
at which time official weights were secured. Awards were made on the basis of 
the average number of pounds of lamb produced per ewe. This gave credit for 
a high percentage of lambs saved and rapid gains made on each lamb. 

To equalize management problems, the contest as divided into three classes: 
Class I, 25 to 50 ew.es; Class 2, 51 to 100 ewes; Class 3, IOI or more ewes. 

RECORDS OBTAINED 
In the first year of the contest the average production per ewe for all fini:;h

ing the contest was 84 pounds; the second year this was increased to roo pounds, 
and the third contest shows an average production of III pounds for each ewe 
finishing the contest. 

The winner of this contest made remarkable improvement in his lamb pro
duction. The first year he produced 104 pounds of lamb per ewe; the second 
year he increased this to 120 pounds, and the third year with a still larger flock he 
brought his production up to 159.&--pounds. The average weight produced per 
ewe, the percentage of lambs raised, as well as the average weight of the lambs 
secured by him sets a record for the contest. He brought, at an average of 135 
days, a 175 per cent lamb crop to the average weight of 9r.6 pounds. The first 
year's contest was won with a production of I 18 pounds per ewe. This was in
creased the second year to 128 pounds, which was again advanced this year to 
159.8 pounds. 

THE HIGH RECORD 

Frank Passi, Pitt, Lake of the Woods County 

Ewes-Grade Shropshire. Rams-two Shropshire 3-year-olds. 
Average birth date of Iambs-April IO, 1930. Finishing date-August 23, 1930. 

The entry of Mr. Passi won in Class 2. This flock of 67 ewes raised 117 
lambs, or 174.6 per cent. These lambs averaged 9I.6 pounds, or market weight, 
at 135 days. This large lamb crop with the fast gains made resulted in an average 
production from each of the 67 ewes of 1$9.8 pounds. 

Management.-ln the fall of 1929 liberal clover pasture brought this flock 
of ewes to the breeding season in thrifty condition. In addition, for 21 days 
during this time about % pound of whole oats was fed to each ewe daily. 

Winter feeding started on October 15 and was continued until May 25, 1930. 
when the flock went to pasture. The winter ration consisted of clover straw at 
will and clover hay. Grain feeding was again started on March 25 to stimulate 
milk flow for the suckling lambs. Oats constituted the grain ration, which was 
fed at the rate of % pound per ewe daily. 

Exercise was provided by feeding the hay at a distance from the barn. 
Feeding the lambs.-After going on pasture, no grain was fed to the lambs 

during the time of the contest. Pasture in abundance and the mothers' milk 
supplied their feed. 

Goiter.-Iodized salt was fed as a preventive for goiter. No loss oc
curred from this disease. 

Parasites.-The ewes were drenched before going into the winter, to 
control stomach worms. The flock was dipped once to control ticks. 

Wool.-The ewes produced 8.5 pounds of wool per head. 



THE RUNNER UP 
Chas. Mann, Caledonia, Houston County 

Mr. Mann this year made an average of I3S pounds of lamb from his SS ewes. 
This was seven pounds increase over his record of last year when he won with 
r28 pounds per ewe. This consistent record is the proof of the thoroughness of 
Mr. Mann's methods of lamb production. 

His ewes are brought to breeding season in a thrifty condition by abundant 
clover pasture with the addition of a daily ration of one pound of oats and barley 
fed two weeks before and through the breeding season. 

Alfalfa hay and corn silage constituted the winter ration until February 20, 
when oat .and barley were added. This was continued to May rs. 

In handling the rams Mr. Mann differs from many. His rams are alternated 
with the flock each 24 hours and are given extra feed to keep up their vigor. In 
winter, water is always available at a drinkable temperature. Exercise is forced. 
At lambing time the ewes are given constant attention. 

Robert Hume (Femco Farm No. 2), Kent, Wilkin County 

Mr. Hume, in the class for roo or more ewes, placed high with a splendid 
record-an average of r2r pounds of lamb from each of the 168 ewes in the flock. 
He raised 273 lambs, a 160 per cent crop, to an average weight of 74-4 pounds. 

This good record can be attributed to careful management. The ewes were 
brought to high condition for the breeding season with good pasture in the fall 
and a grain ration during November of oilmeal and oats. The rams were self-fed 
during the breeding season. Legume hay was fed once a day ?Ii'. mile from the 
shelter. 

The big lamb crop saved was the result of constant attendance night and day 
during lambing time. 

Management of Ewes 
Nineteen of the contestants reported an abundance of pasture in the fall. Ten 

also report feeding grain before the breeding season. This is significant, in that 
it indicates liberal feeding at that time. In other words, a system of flushing the 
ewes was being followed, which results in a large number of twins being born. 

Flushing is highly important. All sheepmen have noticed that generally the 
twins are from the ewes that lamb first. These are the most vigorous, thrifty ewes 
at the start of the breeding season. Because of this vigor, these ewes were bred 
first. In flushing, the aim is to bring all the breeding ewes to this. high vigor 
when breeding starts. 

THE RAMS 
In the management of the rams, sixteen men followed the practice of letting 

the ram loose with the flock, two practice hand coupling; four let the ram nm 
with the flock at night; and two alternate rams, allowing one to run at night and 
one during the day. 

WINTER FEEDING 
All but two of the twenty-three contestants fed legume hay, clover, alsike 

clover, sweet clover, or alfalfa. In addition, eight used corn fodder, five corn 
silage, one clover straw, one oat bundles, and all some grain straw. It appears 
that each flock was feel a desirable ration for the winter. 

From two weeks to a month before lambing, fourteen of those who finished 
fed grain in addition to the roughage. Only four fed grain throughout the 
winter. Home-grown grains were fed almost entirely. The grain ration ranged 
from about half a pound to a pound per ewe per day. 

Goiter.-Six contestants fed potassium iodide as a preventive for goiter. 
This, in all cases, was in the form of iodized salt or mineral. 

Exercise for ewes.-Twenty producers report having forced the ewes to 
exercise during the winter months. These men believe that exercise is highly 



important in order to avoid difficult lambing and to produce vigorous lambs. 
Exercise was forced by feeding the roughage at a distance from the shed, by 
spreading sparsely over a large area, or by allowing the ewes to run in the corn 
fields .. 

Raising the lambs.-Four lots o'f lambs received grain on pasttj.re all 
summer. The balance received no grain after the pasture season opened. Nine 
lots received grain with the ewes before going to pasture. 

The pasture for all lots appears to have been abundant. Various pastures 
were used-clover, alsike in brush, alfalfa, native and sweet clover, with legumes 
predominating. More used sweet clover than any other pasture crop. 

Docking and castrating.-All lambs in the contest were docked and all 
grade ram lambs were castrated, as required by the rules. On the market long
tailed lambs sell fer 25 cents to $3.00 per hundred less than docked lambs. 

Ram lambs .sell for $1.00 to $3.00 per hundred less than wether lambs of the 
same quality. 

PARASITE CONTROL 
Rotation of paS:tures.-Nine of the 23 contestants changed their pasture 

this year. Six used new land, with old pasture part of the time. Eight used the 
same brush, clover, or native pasture this year as before. 

Experience has shown that rotation of pastures aids materially in the control 
of stomach worms. 

Drenching.-Six of the flocks were drenched with. copper sulphate to con
trol stomach worms. There were no indications of stomach worms in the other 
flocks. 

Dipping for ticks.-Seventeen of the twenty-three men clipped their flocks 
to control ticks. 

Breeding.-Nineteen of the flo'cks finishing the contest are grade or pure
bred Shropshires, two are Hampshire, one Shropshire with a few Southclowns, 
one Shropshire with a few Hampshires. The last two are carried as pure
bred flocks. 

CUT THE COSTS 
In times like the present, with low prices for wool and lambs, efficient low 

cost market lamb production may be obtained by adoption and strict adherence 
to the following sixteen points. 
I. Maintain the ewe flock below six years of age. 
2. Cull the ewe flock, retaining only good breeders of desirable type and fleeces 

and those that are heavy milkers. 
3. Have breeding flock in good flesh and vigor when breeding season opens. 
4. Use only purebred rams of desirable conformation, to secure high quality and 

uniformity in the lambs. 
5. Winter on legume hay with a little extra roughage as silage, roots, and straw. 
6. Force the ewes to exercise during the winter months. 
7. Feed potassium iodide as an insurance against goitei:. 
8. Feed % pound of grain per clay from 2 weeks before lambing until pasture. 
9. Supply an abundance of pasture. 

ro. Dock all lambs and castrate all grade lamb rams. 
r 1. Control the parasites, rotate pastures each year or drench with copper sulphate 

solution. Dip the flock each spring to control ticks. 
12. The lambs from 4 to 5 months of age should then weigh 80 to 90 pounds, 

having had no grain on pasture. 
13. These lambs will carry sufficient size and flesh to sel! as top market lambs 

if marketed before pastures dry up. 
14. Prevent fleeces from becoming filled with burs or chaff. 
15. Give constant attendance at lambing time to save the lambs born. 
16. Watch out for maggots during hot wet weather. 
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