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Percentage of lambs born, 160. Percentage of lambs J,l.i!~o.11...~~------·--·- · 
RESULTS OF I929 MINNESOTA LAMB PRODUCTION CONTEST 

Average Average 
weight weight 

Name Address County of of lambs 
Jambs per ewe 

Class I-Flocks of 25-50 Ewes lb. lb. 
Everett Wadsworth Warren Polk 43 63 5I77.8 82.2 
Frank Passi Pitt Lake of Woods 49 69 586I 84.9 
Martin Bergan Williams Lake of Woods 36 57 4i45 73 
N. N. Kenneberg Caledonia Houston 33 44 3758.4 85.4 
Freeman Allen Thief River 

Falls Pennington JO 43 3229.36 75.I 
George Woollett Bankton Lake of Woods 26 36 2736 76 
H. W. Turner Stewartville Fillmore 35 50 3545 70.9 
N. J. Mjelde Beltrami Polk 40 54 3959 73.3 
A. C. Bunge Caledonia Houston 50 54 4514.4 83.6 

Class 2-Flocks of 51-100 Ewes 
Charles Mann Caledonia Houston 51 76 6540 86.o 
K. 0. Johnson Frontier Koochiching 52 72 6161 85.57 
Ward Bros. St. Vincent Kittson 68 95 7550 79.5 
Andrew Johnstad Beltrami Polk 60 96 6I 14 63.6 
Al Liebold Spring Valley Fillmore 70 90 6984 77.6 
S. H. Bodeen Luverne Rock 79 108 7776 72.0 
F. A. Kruse Tyler Lincoln 75 97 7158.6 73.8 
E. H. King Spring Valley Fillmore 63 70 5530 79.0 
Will Liebold Stewartville Fillmore 70 70 6055 86.5 
I. E. Shisler Aitkin Aitkin 65 79 5468.8 69.2 

Class 3-Flocks of IOI or More Ewes 
William Ash St. Vincent Kittson I65 I96 I568o 80 
Sever Trehus Caledonia Houston IOI 119 84I8.25 70.7 

CONCLUSIONS 

I. A high percentage of twins born and a high percentage of 
lambs saved are essentials for profitable market lamb pro
duction in Minnesota. 

2. Pounds of lamb produced per ewe is the best test of the 
ability of a market lamb producer. Large gains per lamb 
are needed for most efficient production. 

3. Healthy lambs make rapid gains on good pasture. Para
sites, if not under control, will prevent such gains. 

4. Legume hay is a cheap and most desirable feed for winter
ing breeding ewes, and should constitute at least 50 per cent 
of the roughage feel. 

5. Desirable market lambs can be proclucecl on abundant palat
able pasture without grain feeding. If pasture gets short, 
grain feeding is profitable. 
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The Minnesota Lamb Production Contest was continued for the second 
year through .the financial support of the Minnesota Livestock Breeders' Associa
tion. The purpose was to locate the most efficient sheep raisers in the state and 
to demonstrate the most effective methods of breeding, feeding, and management. 

Thirty-seven contestants enrolled from 15 counties. Twenty-one, from IO 
counties, finished. The contest was open to any sheep raiser in Minnesota having 
25 or more ewes lambing between March r and May 31, I928. No restriction was 
placed on breeding except that the sires must be purebred. 

. The contest closed for each lot of lambs when they averaged I35 days of age, 
at which time official weights were secured. Awards were made on the basis of 
the average number of pounds of lamb produced per ewe. This gave credit for 

· a high percentage of lambs saved and rapid gains made on ea,ch lamb. 
To equalize management problems, the contest was divided into three classes: 

Class I, 25 to so ewes; Class 2, SI to mo ewes; Class 3, IOI or more ewes. 
The championship was awarded on efficiency of management, gains made, and 

financial success of the enterprise. 

THE WINNER 

Charles A. Mann, Caledonia, Houston County 

Ewes-Grade Shropshire. Rams-One 3-year-old and one 5-year-old purebred 
Shropshires. 

Average birth date of lambs-April I9, I929. Finishing date-Sept. I, I929. 
The entry of Mr. Mann won in Class 2. This flock of SI ewes raised 76 

lambs or I49 per cent. These 76 lambs averaged 86 pounds, or market weight, 
when they reached the average age of I35 days. The large lamb crop with the 
fast gains made by the lambs i:esulted in an average production for each of the 
SI ewes of I28.2 pounds. · 

ManagC1tnent.-l•11J the fall of 1928 liberal alfalfa and clover pasture 
brought this flock of ewes to the breeding season in thrifty condition. In addition 
for 14 days during this time, about y,; pound of corn was fed each ewe daily. 

Feeding started on December I and was continued until May I, 1929 when 
the flock went to pasture. The winter ration consisted of clover, alfalfa hay, and 
corn silage hay. Grain feeding was started on March rs to stimulate milk flow 

·for the suckling lambs. Oats and barley constituted the grain ration, which was 
fed at the rate of ~ pound per ewe daily. 

Exercise was provided by feeding the roughage at a distance from the barn. 
Feeding the lambs.-After going on pasture, no grain was fed to the 

lambs during the time of the contest. Pasture in abundances and the mothers' 
milk supplied their feed. 

Goiter.-No iodine was fed as a prevellltive for goiter. No loss occurred 
from this disease. 

Parasites.-The same pastures were used as the previous year. The flock 
was dipped once to control ticks. 

Wool.-The ewes produced 9.0 pounds of wool per head. 

FIRST PRIZE-CLASS 1 

Everett Wadsworth, Warren, Polk County 

Mr. Wadsworth, with his flock of 43 grade Shropshire ewes, placed first in 
Class 1. The average weight of his lambs at I35 days was 82.2 pounds. He 
raised, however, a I46 per cent lamb crop, or 120.4 pounds for each of the 43 ewes. 



FIRST PRIZE-CLASS 3 

William Ash, St. Vincent, Kittson County 

In Class 3 Mr. Ash won with his flock of r65 grade and purebred Shropshire 
ewes, because of having raised a high percentage lamb crop to a good weight. 
The r65 ewes raised r96 lambs, or rr9 per cent. The average weight per Jamb 
was 80 p~unds. The good lamb crop increased production per ewe to 95 pounds, 
the highest in the class. · 

Management of Ewes 

Fifteen of the contestants reported an abundance of pasture in the fall. Ten 
also report feeding grain before the breeding season. This is significant, in that 
it indicates libt;.ral feeding at that time and should mean good gains by the ewes. 
In other words, a system of flushing the ewes was being followed, which results 
in a larger number of twins being born. 

Flushing is highly important. AU sheepmen have noticed that generally the 
twins are from the ewes that lamb early. There is a good reason for this. These 
were the most vigorous, thrifty ewes when the breeding season started. Because 
of this vigor, these ewes were bred first. Similarly, the ram was most vigorous 
at this time. In flushing, the aim is to bring all the breeding ewes to this high 
vigor when breeding starts. 

Winter Feeding 

AU but 4 of the 2r contestants fed legume hay, clover, alsike clover, or 
alfalfa. In addition, 7 used corn fotlder, 7 corn silage, r clover straw, r oat 
bundles, and alJ some grain straw. It appears from this that each flock was 
fed a desirable ration for the winter. 

As Jambing time approached, r7 of those who finished fed grain in addition 
to the roughage. Home-grown grains were used, almost entirely. The grain 
rations ranged from about half a pound to a pound per ewe per day. 

Goiter.-Five contestants fed potassium iodide as a preventive for goiter. 
This in all cases was in the form of iodized salt or mineral. 

Exercise for ewes.-Seventeen producers report having forced .the ewes 
to exercise during the winter months. These men believe exercise highly im
portant, in order to avoid difficult lambing and to produce vigorous lambs. Exer
cise was forced by feeding the roughage at a distance from the shed, by spreading 
feed sparsely over a large area, or by alJowing the ewes to run in the corn fields. 

Raising the lambs.-N o grain was fed to any of the lots of Jambs, except 
one, after the pasture season opened. Nine lots received grain. with the ewes 
before going on pasture. · 

The pasture for all lots appears to have been abundant. Various pastures 
were used-clover, alsike in brush, alfalfa, native and sweet clover, with legumes 
predominating. More used sweet clover than any other pasture crop. 

Docking and castrating.-AIJ lambs in the contest were docked and all 
grade ram lambs were castrated, as required by the rules. 

These operations are simple with the risk negligible when performed on lambs 
at IO days to 2 weeks of age. On the market long-tailed lambs sell for 25 cents 
to $J.OO .per hundred less than clocked lambs. Thin, long-taileci lambs are classified 
as cull feeder lambs and suffer the largest cut in price. 

Ram lambs sell for $r.oo to $J.OO per hundred less than wether lambs of the 
same quality. Fat ram lambs sell on the market at only one cent per pound below 
fat wether lambs. Thin ram lambs are classified as culls and sold as such, at 
about $3.00 per hundred less than wethers would bring as feeders. 



Parasite Contro1 

Rotation of pastures.-Nine of the 21 contestants cha.nged their pasture 
this year. Seven used new land, with old pasture part of the time. Five used 
the same bluegrass pasture this year as before. 

Experience has shown that rotation of pastures aids materially in the control 
·:: oLJtomach worms. 

' Drenching.-Nine of the flocks were drenched with copper sulphate to 
control stomach worms. There were no indications of stomach worm infection 

. . in the ~ther flocks, and with proper rotations of pasture the necessity of such 
· · treatment may be avoided. 

°Dipping for ticks.-Thii:t.een of the 21 men dipped their flocks to control 
ticks. 

Breeding.-All the flocks finishing the contest are grade or purebred 
Shropshires except one, which is Westerns. Considerable care' appears to be 
exerdsed by all owners in the selection of rams. 

LOW COST METHOD OF PRODUCING MARKET LAMBS 

The next few years will bring lower prices for lambs. J:,ow cost of produc- . 
tion may be necessary if a profit is obtained. 

1. Maintain the ewe flock below six years of age. 
2. Cull the ewe flock, retaining only good breeders of desirable type and fleeces. 
3. Have breeding flock in good flesh and vigor when breeding season opens. 
4. Use only purebred rams of desirable confirmation. 
5. Winter on legume hay with a little extra roughage as silage, roots, straw, and 

fodder. 
6. Force the ewes to exercise during the winter months. 
7. Feed 7'2 pound of grain per day from 2 weeks before lambing until the flock 

goes to pasture. 
8. Supply an abundance of pasture. 
9. Dock all lambs and castrate all grade lamb rams. 

10. Control the parasites, rotate pastures each year or drench with copper sulphate 
solution.. Dip the flock each spring to control ticks. 

II. The lambs from 4 to 5 months of age should then weigh 8o to 90 pounds, 
having had no grain on pasture. 

12. These lambs will carry sufficient size and flesh to sell as top market lambs. 

This plan of raising lambs with abundant pasture and high quality roughage 
with only a minimum of grain is an efficient low cost method of lamb production. 
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