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editor’s note

Our new colleague and her Central European roots
 Several stories in this issue discuss aspects 
of a CAS reorganization that began last fall. 
The Letter from the Director (p. 3) gives an 
overview and a feature about our longtime 
administrative manager (p. 4) talks about 

Linda Andrean, her contributions, and her new 
career.
 In this space, I want to introduce you to Katie 
Evans, the newest member of the CAS staff. 
Katie brings a wealth of education, travel, and 
experience to the position of program coordina-
tor. In this capacity, Katie does many things for 
us. She plans conferences; coordinates publicity, 
communications, and outreach; she assists the 
director; she proofreads and writes for the ASN.
 Katie is a native of Minneapolis, and yet, 
because her family moved to Duluth—about 3 
hours north of the Twin Cities—and she gradu-
ated with a B.A. in international studies from the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth, she considers 
herself a Duluthian.
 Katie has longstanding ties to Central Europe. 
As an undergraduate, she studied at Corvinus 
University in Budapest for three semesters, living 
in Budapest from December of 2001 to August 
of 2003. While there, she studied economics and 
history. She interned at the weekly English lan-
guage newspaper The Budapest Times for the 
summer of 2004. 
 She returned to Hungary again in 2008 and 

earned an M.A. in political science in 2009 
from Central European University. Her work 
focused on political communication and new 
media.
 Upon graduating, Katie worked first at a 
TV station in Duluth, eventually becoming 
a producer. She then moved to the University 
of Texas, San Antonio, where she did her first 
work in grant management and implementa-
tion. She worked at the University of Minne-
sota’s Center for German and European Stud-
ies from January 2010 to May 2012. While 
there, she wrote a cover story on Hungarian 
politics for the spring 2012 ASN.
 Katie is fluent in Hungarian, keeps in con-
tact with Hungarian friends, and visits Hun-
gary whenever she can. She traveled through 
the entire country during her stays there. 
“Hungary is so small,” she says. “It’s approxi-
mately one-third the size of Minnesota, so it 
was easy to get to places.” We are excited to 
have her on the CAS team for a wealth of rea-
sons, as you can clearly see. We hope you will 
welcome her as warmly as we do.

Daniel Pinkerton  Katie Evans
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LETTER
D I R E C T O R

from the

2013
spring calendar

CAS
Monday, February 4 -Friday, March 1. On-campus 
visits by four finalists for CAS director.

Tuesday, February 26. Lecture. Farid Hafez, 
political science, philosophy of law, University of 
Vienna. “From Harlem to Hoamatlond/the Alps: Hip 
Hop, Malcolm X and Islamic Activism in Austria.” 
4:00-5:00 p.m., 710 Social Sciences. Cosponsors: the 
European Studies Consortium (ESC) and the Institute 
for Global Studies (IGS).

Monday, March 11. Lecture. John Swanson, history, 
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga. “Nostalgic 
Identities: German Refugees from Hungary on Film.” 
4:00-5:00 p.m., 710 Social Sciences. Cosponsors: 
ESC, IGS, and the Immigration History Research 
Center (IHRC).

Tuesday, March 12.  Film. Screening of About a 
Village/Children of the High Woods, directed by John 
Swanson. Director will be on hand for Q & A after. 
7:00 p.m., 710 Social Sciences. Cosponsors: ESC, 
IGS, and IHRC.

Friday, March 29. Lecture. Alice Lovejoy, cultural 
studies and comparative literature, University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities. “‘A Young Workshop’: Crafting 
a Film Culture in the Czechoslovak Army.” 3:00-5:00 
p.m., 135 Nicholson. Cosponsors: the Department of 
Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature and ESC.

Friday April 5 - Saturday April 6. Symposium. 
“Representing Genocide: Media, Law and 
Scholarship.” Friday, Room 20 Mondale Hall; 
Saturday, Room 50 Mondale Hall. Cosponsors: the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies and others 
(see p. 8 for complete list of sponsors). 

Thursday, April 11. Lecture. Berthold Molden, 
history, Marshall Plan Chair, University of New 
Orleans. “Resistant Pasts: The Intellectual History of 
Global Anticolonialism.” 4:00-5:30 p.m., 710 Social 
Sciences. Cosponsor: ESC.

Thursday, May 9. Symposium. Lary May, American 
studies and history, will give a public lecture 
(title TBA) to open the symposium “Politics and 
Popular Culture.” 6:00-7:00 p.m., A. I. Johnson 
Room, McNamara Center, followed by a reception. 
Cosponsors: the Departments of American Studies and 
History.

Friday, May 10. Symposium. “Politics and Popular 
Culture.” All-day program begins in the morning 
with a keynote speech by Reinhold Wagnleitner, 
history and American studies, “Jazz: The Classical 
Music of Globalization.” 1210 Heller Hall. 
Cosponsors: the Departments of American Studies and 
History.

It is 5 degrees Fahrenheit (or, for those 
readers who prefer Celsius, a chilly -15) in 
Minnesota and yet we have spring on our 
minds at the Center. Spring is a time of 
transition and change. In my last letter, I 
talked about the past. In this letter I want 
to talk about change and the future.

We are in spring cleaning mode. We just 
spent three days going through old, old 
files that have accumulated over decades, 
and we cleaned up. We emptied file cabi-
net after file cabinet, threw many things 
away, sent some things to the archives, and 
organized the files we needed to save. The 
Center’s offices look . . . well, they look 
clean and spacious. Suddenly we have lots 
of room.

Of course one finds curiosities and 
small treasures under the layers of dust 
and debris. Pictures of recently retired col-
leagues as young men (taken in the 1970s, 
when men still ruled the University) with 
outlandish ties, odd looking suits with 
large lapels, and trousers with bell bot-
toms. We found stacks of carbon paper 
(remember those days?) and old invoices 
for computers. At some point the Center 
contemplated the purchase of an IBM 
computer with a 40 MB hard drive and a 
printer for the incredible sum of $9,000. 
At those prices I am not surprised we 
kept our carbon paper. The treasures, you 
wonder? How about several original issues 
of Die Fackel as published in the early 
1900s by Karl Kraus? We did not throw 
those out.

All this cleaning is part of an adminis-
trative change in the Center. As of a couple 
of months ago we joined an “Administra-
tive Collaborative Service Center” set up 
by the College specifically for research 
centers such as ours. In the Volksmund it 
is simply called The Hub. Linda Andrean, 
who provided CAS with very capable 
administrative support for many years, 
took her talents to the Department of 
Asian Languages and Literatures. This 
represents a big change for Linda, who is 
now in charge of a large academic depart-
ment with many faculty members and lec-
turers and hundreds of students. They are 
lucky to have her. [See story, p. 4—Ed.] For 
us in the Center the change means that we 
now draw on a large team of specialized 
support personnel: events coordinators, 
accountants, HR consultants, reception-
ists, etc. I am positive this change will serve 
the Center well for the future. It will allow 

us to take advantage of efficiencies and 
easily accessible expertise for a whole range 
of common administrative tasks. More 
importantly, it will allow us to work more 
easily toward scholarly and intellectual col-
laborations.

The Hub is intended not just as an 
administrative support structure; it also 
serves as a facilitator for programmatic 
collaborations and efficiencies. The prox-
imity of sister centers brings with it easy 
collaborations. It is paying off already. Next 
fall we will work hand in hand with the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Stud-
ies (CHGS) and with the Human Rights 
Program (HRP) on a symposium on Polit-
ical Extremism and Violence. This is a very 
timely topic in the contemporary politi-
cal and historical situation of Austria and 
many other European countries. The sym-
posium will coincide with and commemo-
rate the 75th anniversary of Kristallnacht. 
Another example of change bringing new 
opportunities: We are working closely with 
the Immigration History Research Center 
on bringing several Austrian movies related 
to migration to our centers this spring. 
Change indeed expands and enriches our 
intellectual reach.

The most important change we are antic-
ipating is, of course, the prospect of a new 
permanent faculty director. As the ASN 
reported in its fall 2012 issue, the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts authorized a renewed 

continued on page 6
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NEWS from the CENTER

A fond farewell to Linda Andrean
by Daniel Pinkerton

 After eight years of service to 
the Center for Austrian Studies, 
Linda Andrean has bid “auf wie-
dersehen” to us, taking a position 
at the Department of Asian Lan-
guages and Literatures.
 Linda came to CAS in 2004, fol-
lowing the retirement of Barbara 
Krauss-Christensen. We could tell 
at the time that she had a wealth of 
experience in administration at the 
University of Minnesota; what we 
did not realize at the time was the 
creativity she would bring to her 
job, and the new programming ini-
tiatives she would bring to CAS.
 Born in northeast Minneapo-
lis and educated at the University 
of Minnesota, Linda earned a BA 
with a double major in anthropol-
ogy and history. She counts his-
tory professor, advisor, and men-
tor Theofani Stavrou as one of the 
great influences in her life. 
 “He encouraged me to partici-
pate in a student trip to Russia,” she recounted, “in which we spent one 
month travelling throughout Russia, going from St. Petersburg to Moscow 
to Tashkant, Bucharan, and Yalta. We finished by going to Cyprus. It’s safe 
to say that I got to know him better than most advisees get to know their 
advisors.” Linda also earned a BS in secondary education. 
 Linda began work at the university in 1980, when she went to work for 
the School of Pharmacy. After that, she worked for 10 years as an admin-
istrator in the School of Public Health. She also worked as administrative 
director of the medical school and took a job at the university’s cancer cen-
ter when it was created.
 “It was a new National Cancer Institute (NCI) designated cancer center 
at the university,” she explained. “I was hired specifically to develop the can-
cer protocol review committee, because without a cancer protocol review 
committee they could not get a designation as a comprehensive cancer cen-
ter. I got to travel around the country and visit different cancer centers and 
meet with committee directors and physicians who were involved in direct-

ing the various protocol review 
committee programs to find out 
what their criteria were for the sub-
mission of protocols. Then I came 
back with all my information and 
presented it to the committee and 
we voted on it, and we got a desig-
nation.”
 After five years, she decided to 
retire and pursue her dream of 
starting her own business. She had 
superb administrative and financial 
skills—what could go wrong?
 She laughs ruefully. “The month 
after I opened, we had 9/11, and 
all the tourists in town—they nor-
mally had an average of 10,000 
tourists going through the town 
a month—just disappeared over-
night. The next year the Rio 
Grande dried up—and it had been 
the fly-fishing capital of Colorado. 
So we didn’t have too many tourists 
that year, either.  And then I had all 
sorts of personal misfortunes that 
made things very complicated.” As 
a result, she returned to Minnesota, 

looking for a full-time job. After a spell of part-time work at the university, 
administrative manager at the Center turned out to be that job.
 As Gary Cohen, former CAS director recalled, she was clearly the best 
and most experienced of the candidates. At her farewell party, he stressed 
how important her deep knowledge of budgeting and University of Min-
nesota financial procedures was to helping keep the business of the Center 
in the best and clearest possible shape. 
 Given her resumé, one might expect that. However, Linda had other 
ideas beyond administrative and fiscal stability. The first thing she did was 
to create a CAS student group. As she tells it, “I made the suggestion to 
Mirjam Marits, the Austrian BMWF Fellow that year, that it would be fan-
tastic to develop a student group, and she was the person who really got it 
going. She really got out among students all over campus and recruited. We 
took trips, driving students up to Duluth, and then in the next few years we 
even went up to Split Rock Lighthouse, which was a long trip. But it was 
worth it. Meeting students from all over different parts of Central Europe 

The crowd at Linda’s farewell party, November 27, 2012.

Linda Andrean
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it happened last fall photos by Daniel Pinkerton

Right: Czech journalist and politi-
cal scientist Tomáš Klvaňa came to 
campus in October to deliver a lec-
ture and receive an award from the 
University of Minnesota (see ASN, 
fall 2012, p. 9). He is pictured with 
his friend, Professor Emeritus Joseph 
Mestenhauser. Left, Mestenhauser, 
right, Klvaňa.

Below: Thomas Schnöll, Austrian 
Consul General in Chicago, visited 
the Center on Halloween—not to ask 
for candy, but to deliver a lecture on 
the future of the Eurozone. 

Above: BMWF Fellow Matthias Falter’s presentation, part of the CAS lecture series. 

and just having them say, ‘Oh this was just fantastic! We wanted to get out 
of the city but we didn’t have the opportunity.’” 
 Linda and Mirjam also revived the Nikolaus Day party, for which Herb 
and Erika Kahler provided the food. It had been started years before, 
but attendance had been dwindling. It has since become an annual event 
attended by undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, and every-
one’s children. A new twist—Linda’s idea—was to have Nikolaus appear 
and distribute Nikolaus and Krampus bags to all. 
 “I have to thank Mirjam for all of her efforts, too,” she adds. “She was just 
the best and most enthusiastic Fellow when it came to social events. Bar-
bara Reiterer was also especially good, but Mirjam was really outstanding.”
 Linda also got the Center involved in outreach, first to primary schools 
and then to postsecondary school teachers. First, she wrote a book for 
third graders called Where in the World is Austria? A limited number were 
printed and distributed to some metro area grade schools. Then she created 
a knowledge base for primary school students on the CAS website.  
 Finally, and arguably most importantly, she organized a series of six work-
shops for secondary school teachers, so that they could incorporate material 
about Austria and Central Europe into their lesson plans. In this endeavor, 
her BS in education played an important role. These were phenomenon-

ally successful. Among the most successful were “The Ethics of Medicine,” 
organized in conjunction with a Minnesota Science Museum exhibit on 
Nazi medicine, and featuring Holocaust survivor Eva Kor among its speak-
ers; “They Built America,” a workshop on migration from Central Europe 
to the U.S., with American and Austrian experts; and “Water Quality and 
the Environment: An International Perspective,” featuring American and 
Austrian experts on sustainable resources and the environment. The latter 
was created in conjunction with Deborah LeClair of IGS, who will carry 
Linda’s legacy forward in this area.
 Linda’s new job with the Department of Asian Languages and Litera-
tures is exciting and demanding. It is one of the largest and most rapidly 
expanding academic departments on campus, with 46 faculty members and 
over 200 courses. “Departments and centers are totally different,” she says. 
“A center is a place where people collaborate, where they come together to 
work on projects; a department is where you address specific issues and 
teach. My job is totally different, although the financial aspects here are still 
critical because of the different approach in the College of Liberal Arts to 
reimbursing faculty. And, of course, this department is about Asian culture, 
and that’s a big change! But although I miss CAS, I love the people and the 
challenge here.” v
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search for a permanent faculty director for the Center. The Search Committee 
started reviewing applicants in November and December of last year. Toward the 
end of that process, it identified 4 finalists who were invited for campus visits in 
February. Without prejudging individual candidates or trying to predict any par-
ticular outcome, I do think that the outlook for the Center is good. All four are 
academics of great standing in Austrian studies with outstanding publication and 
teaching records representing core academic fields in the liberal arts. Their ideas 
and visions for the Center will position it well for preserving the excellent program-
ming of the past while expanding it in new and interesting directions in the future.

With that change in mind, I say “Servus” to you. The next ASN will be intro-
duced by my permanent successor. I extend my thanks to all who have helped me 
in the last three years maintain the high standards of programming that the Center 
deserves, but I owe  a very special thank you to the Center staff, old and new: Dan 
Pinkerton, Mollie Madden, Kevin Mummey, Katie Evans, Emily Janisch, Garrett 
Karrberg, Heidi Huff, and, especially, Linda Andrean.

Klaas van der Sanden
Interim Director, CAS

Director’s Letter from page 3

Above: Garrett Karrberg, a graduate student in history, is the latest 
addition to the CAS staff, working on the AHY and the book series. 
Photo: Daniel Pinkerton.

 Beth Bayley, a DMA student in Voice Performance at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, has been awarded the 2013 Voices of Vienna 
Scholarship. Beth, a native of Toronto, Ontario, studies with John 
De Haan. 
 Beth is very excited to be the 2012 Voices of Vienna Schol-
arship winner. She intends to use the scholarship for travel to 
Salzburg in the summer of 2013, where she will study at the world-
renowned Mozarteum.
 Beth’s progress as a vocalist has been remarkable. Most 
recently, she sang the role of Alice Ford in the University of Minne-
sota Opera Theatre’s production of Verdi’s Falstaff and was a soloist 
for the first time in The Messiah. This past summer, Beth traveled 
to Novafeltria, Italy, where she sang the role of Ottavia in Monte-
verdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea. 
 Beth received her Bachelor of Music from Wilfrid Laurier 
University in Waterloo, Ontario. She received her Masters of Music 
from the University of Minnesota-Duluth, where she sang the roles 
of Mother in Hansel and Gretel, and the title role in Puccini’s Suor 
Angelica. During her time at UMD, Beth was the 2010 Concerto 
Competition winner, a Matineés Musicales scholarship winner, 
placed second in the Minnesota NATS graduate division, and was 
a finalist in the 2011 Schubert Club scholarship competition. 
 The Voices of Vienna Scholarship was created and funded 
by Kathryn and the late Wilbur C. Keefer in honor of William E. 
Wright, founding director of CAS. The fellowship is awarded to 
graduate students from the College of Liberal Arts and the School 
of Music in alternating years.  v

CAS NOW ON FB & TWITTER

Beth Bayley awarded VOV scholarship

Left: Beth Bayley performing at the 2012 CAS Nikolaus Day party. 
Photo: Daniel Pinkerton. 

ASN readers: CAS has finally entered the 21st century’s age of social 
media! Interested in hearing more about what the Center for Austrian 
Studies is doing? Like us on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/
CenterForAustrianStudies) and follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.
com/CAS_UMN) to get the most up-to-date information. Links to both 
our Facebook page and our Twitter account are on the CAS home page, 
www.cas.umn.edu. 
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coming soon from CAS and Berghahn Books

AUSTRIAN HISTORY 
YEARBOOK

VOLUME XLIV • 2013

CONTENTS

Kann Memorial Lecture

Violence as Identity: Christians and Muslims in Hungary in the Medieval  
 and Early Modern Period by Nora Berend    
     

Articles

The Road to Szigetvar: Ferdinand I’s Defense of His Hungarian Border,  
 1548–1566 by James Tracy     
      
The Vienna Hofburg between 1835 and 1918—A Residence in the 

Conflicting Fields of Art, Politics, and Representation by Werner 
Telesko, Richard Kurdiovsky, and Dagmar Sachsenhofer  
 

Austro-German Liberalism and the Coming of the 1867 Compromise:  
 “Politics Again in Flux” by Jonathan Kwan    
     
Scandal at the Opera: Politics, the Press, and the Public at the   
 Inauguration of the Budapest Opera House in 1884 
 by Markian Prokopovych      
  
Creating Jewish Space: German-Jewish Schools in Moravia
 by Marsha L. Rozenblit      
   
Power, Partisanship, and the Grid of Democratic Politics: 1907 as the  
 Pivot Point of Modern Austrian History by John W. Boyer  
       
Cubism’s Sex: Masculinity and Czech Modernism, 1911–1914
 by Thomas Ort       
   
World War I and Internal Repression: The Case of Major General 
Nikolaus Cena by Irina Marin     

It’s easy to order the AHY online from Cambridge Journals! 
just go to: http://journals.cambridge.org

     
Historiography and Politics

The Age of Heroes in Historiography: The Example of Prince Eugene of  
 Savoy by Filip Šimetin Šegvić and Tomislav Brandolica
  
Croatia’s Politics of the Past during the Tuđman Era (1990–1991)—Old  
 Wine in New Bottles? by Ljiljana Radonic    
     
Remains of a Picnic: Post-Transition Hungary and Its Austro-Hungarian  
 Past by Márton Dornbach      
   

In Memoriam

Fritz Fellner: In Memoriam
 by John W. Boyer      
   
Mirjana Gross: In Memoriam 
 by Filip and Nikolina Šimetin Šegvić     
  
plus 37 book reviews
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CHGS, CAS to host April 
symposium on genocide

Politics & pop culture focus
of upcoming symposium
 The American Studies and History Depart-
ments will be holding a symposium in honor of 
Lary May’s retirement, “Politics and Popular 
Culture,” May 9-10. The intellectual aims of 
the symposium are to explore the relationship 
between popular culture and politics, in many 
dimensions, and in a global context. CAS is one 
of the cosponsors. 
 May, a historian active with the Department of 
American Studies, has spent his career interpret-
ing the international impact of American culture, 
and has worked with CAS and the Austrian his-
torian Reinhold Wagnleitner of the University 
of Salzburg on coferences and publications. Both 
scholars will give presentations at the sympo-
sium.
 May start the symposium with a public lec-
ture, “Unraveling the Culture of War: Global 
Hollywood in the Age of 9/11,” in the AI John-
son Room in the McNamara Center on May 9 
from 6-7 p.m. A reception will follow.

 The rest of the symposium will take place on 
Friday, May 10. Wagnleitner will give the open-
ing presentation, “Jazz: the Classical Music of 
Globalization,” in the morning.  This will be 
followed by a late morning panel and an early 
afternoon panel.  Each panel will include brief 
presentations by four of May’s former students 
(eight former students in all, plus moderators/
discussants).  The day will conclude with a final 
presentation by Judith Smith of the University of 
Massachusetts-Boston, who will talk about the 
book she is writing on Harry Belafonte and his 
politics. The event will conclude with a reception 
to which everyone is invited.
 The opportunity to honor May and attend a 
series of intellectually stimulating talks should 
make this a very exciting and rewarding event. 
For more information, contact the Department 
of American Studies or the Department of His-
tory at the University of Minnesota.

Daniel PinkertonLary May. Photo: Daniel Pinkerton

 On April 5-6, 2013, the Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies (CHGS) and CAS will 
host “Representing Genocide: Media, Law, and 
Scholarship,” a symposium that will address 
journalistic, judicial, and social scientific depic-
tions of atrocities with a focus on cases of the 
Holocaust, Darfur, and Rwanda.   
 “Representing Genocide” seeks to explore the 
intersections between these different discursive 
fields to shed light on the increasing tension 
between the local and global representations and 
memories of mass murder. The particular ways 
in which current genocides are represented have 
critical consequences for the responses and inter-
ventions offered by the rest of the world. This has 
been evident in both Darfur and Rwanda, where 
the framing of the events and the labels and 
definitions used by the media and scholarship 
to describe them (such as “tribal violence”) had 
a detachment effect and did not favor any sort of 
intervention to halt the atrocities. 
 Reversely, references to the Holocaust in the 
representation of contemporary mass atrocities, 
called “metaphorical bridging,” can also crucially 
impact the process of intervention, as the case 
of Bosnia has demonstrated. Few attempts have 
been made to highlight connection between rep-
resentations of past mass atrocities and their 
impact on unfolding events of mass violence. 
 An examination of this urgent question is an 

essential component of global progress toward 
human rights goals and the reduction of future 
political violence. Moreover, while there is an 
important body of work on Holocaust memory 
as such, our symposium will explore when and 
how promoting public awareness and memory of 
mass atrocities through distinct institutions (the 
media, the judiciary, and academic scholarship) 
can lead to effective anti-genocide policies. 
 E-mail chgs@umn.edu for further details. 

Conference Organizers: 
 Joachim Savelsberg, Professor of Sociology, 
University of Minnesota: Media and 
ICC Interventions in Darfur: Comparing 
Representations in Eight Countries 
Alejandro Baer, Director and Stephen C. 
Feinstein Chair, Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies, University of Minnesota: The 
Holocaust Metaphor: Memory and Representation 
of Atrocities in Spain and Argentina
  
Confirmed Speakers:
John Hagan, John D. MacArthur Professor, 
Northwestern University, Conflicting 
Representations on Darfur in Scholarship
Bella Mody, James de Castro Chair in 
Global Media Studies, Journalism and Mass 
Communication, University of Colorado: 
Representing Darfur in the World Press 

Jens Meierhenrich, Senior Lecturer in 
International Relations, London School of 
Economics and Political Science: Conflicting 
Representations of Darfur in the Legal Field 
Devin Pendas, Associate Professor History, 
Boston College: Holocaust Representation in 
German Postwar Trials 
Natan Sznaider, Professor of Sociology, 
Academic College of Tel-Aviv-Yaffo: The Ethics 
of Never Again: Narrating Genocide across Time 
and Place 
Allan Thompson, Assistant Professor of 
Journalism and Communication, Carleton 
University: The Media and the Rwandan 
Genocide 
Mark Osiel, Aliber Family Chair in Law, 
University of Iowa 
Federico Finchelstein, Associate Professor of 
History at the New School for Social Research 
and Eugene Lang College

The Symposium is made possible by the 
Wexler Special Events fund for Holocaust and 
Genocide studies. Also sponsored by: Center 
for German and European Studies, European 
Studies Consortium, the Human Rights 
Program, Institute for Global Studies, Human 
Rights Center at the Law School, Department of 
Sociology.
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NEW TITLES from Berghahn Books and CAS

Now in Paperback!
Hillary Hope Herzog, Vienna Is Different: Jewish Writers in Austria from 
the Fin de Siècle to the Present, Volume 12, Austrian & Habsburg Studies. 
Originally published in October 2011; a Choice Outstanding Academic 
Title, 2012. ISBN: 978-1-78238-049-8, $34.95. (Available July 2013). See 
Berghahn’s website or ASN spring 2012 for details about this volume.

AVAILABLE AT BOOKSELLERS OR AT WWW.BERGHAHNBOOKS.COM

TERRITORIAL 
REVISIONISM

AND THE ALLIES OF GERMANY
IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR:

edited by Marina Catteruza, Stefan Dyroff, 
and Dieter Langewiensche

A few years after the Nazis came to power in Germany, an alliance of states and nationalistic 
movements formed, revolving around the German axis. Such an alliance, the states involved, 
and the interplay between their territorial aims and those of Germany during the interwar 
period and World War II are at the core of this volume. This “territorial revisionism” came 
to include all manner of politics and military measures that attempted to change existing 
borders. Taking into account not just interethnic relations but also the motivations of states 
and nationalizing ethnocratic ruling elites, the volume reconceptualizes the history of East 
Central Europe during World War II. Thus, the volume presents a clearer understanding 
of some of the central topics in the history of the War itself and offers an alternative to 
standard German accounts of the period 1933-1945 and East European nation-states’ 
histories.

Goals, Expectations, Practices

224 pp., illus., maps. Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-85745-738-7, $75.

THE VIENNESE CAFÉ AND 
FIN-DE-SIÈCLE CULTURE

edited by Charlotte Ashby, Tag Gronberg, 
and Simon Shaw-Miller

The Viennese café was a key site of urban modernity around 1900. In the rapidly grow-
ing city it functioned simultaneously as home and workplace, affording opportunities for 
both leisure and intellectual exchange. This volume explores the nature and function of the 
coffee house in the social, cultural, and political world of fin-de-siècle Vienna. Just as the 
café served as a creative meeting place within the city, so this volume initiates conversations 
between different disciplines focusing on Vienna 1900. Contributions are drawn from the 
fields of social and cultural history, literary studies, Jewish studies and art, and architec-
tural and design history. A fresh perspective is also provided by a selection of comparative 
articles exploring coffeehouse culture elsewhere in Eastern Europe.

256 pp., illus. Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-85745-764-6, $95.
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by Matthias Falter

Herb Fantle was born in Vienna in 1929 and had to flee the Nazis with his 
family ten years later. In 1940 he came to Minnesota with his parents. Herb 
lives with his wife in St Paul. They have two sons and six grandchildren. Sev-
enty-five years after the German occupation of Austria and the beginning of the 
deprivation, expulsion, and persecution of the Jews, he told his story about his 
childhood in prewar Vienna, the so-called Anschluß, his family’s efforts to leave 
Vienna, and their arrival in the United States. 

ASN: Can you tell us something about your childhood and your family?
HF: I was born in Vienna in 1929. My parents lived in a nice apartment 
in the 19th District in Hohenauergasse, on the outskirts of the city, where 
many of the famous Viennese Heurigen (wine bars) are located. We had a 
decent life. My parents were happy and my father had a well-paid job at 
the well-known Länderbank. I had a wonderful childhood. Every summer 
before 1938, we spent three or four weeks of vacation in Italy, Yugoslavia, 
or some place in Austria. My mother came from the famous Mahler family 
and was related to Gustav Mahler, the composer and director of the Vienna 
Opera. Her parents (my grandparents) lived with us. 

ASN: Do you remember any signs of problems or worries about the political 
situation in Austria in the 1930s?
HF: I think many expected that things would become worse when the 

Nazis killed Chancellor Dollfuß during the failed coup d’etat in July 1934. 
Nevertheless, hardly anybody left the country, except my mother’s friend 
who moved to Palestine. Obviously she had an idea about what was coming. 
People stayed in Austria for many reasons. Some did not want to leave their 
accustomed environment. Some hoped that things would get better soon. 
I personally cannot remember people thinking a lot about the situation. 
But all this came to an end with the German occupation of Austria, the 
Anschluß on March 12, 1938. Within a short period of time, everybody 
knew that we should leave the country. You first got it on March 11, when 
Chancellor Schuschnigg held his famous speech on the radio stating that 
the Austrian Government would not provide any resistance to German 
troops waiting along the borders to invade. My father sat next to the radio 
and fainted when he heard that. He knew it was over then. Everybody 
knew that it was over for the Jews. I remember the first day of the so-called 
Anschluß exactly. It was a Friday. There were all these trucks with SA and 
SS-troops in the streets. The sky was darkened by all the German Messer-
schmitt planes. My mother, who was a big fan of opera, actually planned to 
attend a performance of Tristan and Isolde by Richard Wagner on the next 
day, but she decided to stay at home because she was frightened. All the 
Jews were frightened by the events. Many of them were pulled out of their 
homes by the Nazis, publicly humiliated in front of cheering bystanders, 
and forced to wash the streets. The Nazis already knew who was Jewish. 
I got scarlet fever at this time and so my parents had to put a sign saying 
“quarantine” on the door.  Nazis also came to our apartment but they imme-
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diately went away when they saw the sign on the door saying that there 
was a person with a contagious illness in the apartment. My mother’s piano 
teacher became a Nazi after the Anschluß. After that, my mother refused to 
play the piano anymore because she was so irritated by that. 

ASN: In what other ways did your life change after March 1938?
HF: Everything changed with the Anschluß. We had to carry the addi-
tional names which distinguished Jews from Gentiles. Women had to take 
the name Sara as middle name and men the name Israel. Due to the Nazi 
policy of separation, very soon I had to change to another school together 
with some other Jewish classmates. In August, my father lost his job at the 
bank. At about the same time we, as many other Jews, were forced to move 
to the 2nd District by the Nazis. In the November pogrom against the Jews 
that the Nazis called Kristallnacht, all synagogues in Vienna except one 
were burnt and destroyed. At the place of my family’s temple in the Dollin-
ergasse in the 19th District there is now an apartment complex. My father 
was arrested and deported to Dachau, the concentration camp. There he 
was tortured and lost about 40 pounds. But he never told what exactly hap-
pened there. Because of my mother’s efforts he was released 63 days after 
his arrest. When I tell people this story, most of them don’t believe this. I 
really do not know how my mother achieved my father’s release, but she 
did. Although my father suffered from seizures for the rest of his life due 
to his treatment in Dachau, he lived and was released on January 13, 1939. 

ASN: When did you decide to leave the country? How did you manage to 
escape?
HF: We knew all the time that we had to leave Austria. About 190,000 Jews 
lived in Austria in 1938, and about 120,000 were able to flee. Later—by, say, 
1942—it was impossible to do that. Most of those Jews who had to stay 
in Austria, about 65,000, were deported and killed by the Nazis. But my 
mother did not want to leave without my father. As long as he was impris-
oned in Dachau she persistently negotiated with the Nazi authorities. As I 
have said before, I do not know how she managed the release. Some people 
assumed that she offered jewels in order to release my father. But she never 
talked about that afterwards. It was a terrible situation for both of them and 
they never talked about it. Then we had to wait to obtain documents for our 
departure. My parents knew a lot of people. Friends of my mother procured 
a temporary visa for the UK by bringing two Scottish families to vouch 
for us. So, on the one hand, we could leave Vienna and go to Scotland. 
On the other hand, we knew that we could not stay there for longer than 
three months. We did not have visas for the Unites States at that time. My 
mother also tried desperately to get documents for her father but she was 
only allowed to take one person with her besides her husband. She could 
not get an affidavit for her father, so she had to leave him in Austria. It was 
a terrible choice: either take her child or her father. (My grandmother had 
died in 1935.) He was deported to the Nazi camp in Theresienstadt. We 
received about sixty letters from him and then they stopped suddenly. Later, 
after the war, we found my grandfather’s name in the Totenbuch (death 
roll) of Theresienstadt. For the rest of her life, my mother very became very 
sad when she thought about her father. My father’s brother, who had been 
a lieutenant in the Habsburg Army and later had become a lawyer, was 
deported to the concentration camp in Łódz with his wife and killed by the 
Nazis. My father’s sister was married to a gentile, and fortunately she sur-
vived. I am sure that if my parents had not been able to leave Vienna, they 
would have put me on a Kindertransport to Great Britain. 

ASN: How did you finally leave Vienna and escape the Nazi terror?
HF: We left Vienna by train at 11:00 p.m. on June 10, 1939. On our way 
through Germany, we were accompanied by a small number of German 
soldiers who shared the compartment with us. At first my mother was very 
concerned about that, but nothing happened. About twenty-four hours 
later we arrived in Hoek in the Netherlands. That night we crossed the 
Channel and took the train from Harwich to London, where we met some 

friends who had left Vienna before us. Then we took the famous train 
Flying Scotsman to Edinburgh, where we were picked up by the two couples 
who helped us and vouched for us. They were of nobility and owned beauti-
ful lands. They were very kind to us and supportive. The only thing I hated 
about Scotland was the porridge that I had to eat every day for breakfast. 
(Laughs) But we knew that we only were allowed to stay in Great Britain 
for three months. And we were still not certain that we could get our affi-
davit for the USA in time. Finally, my parents got the news that we were 
allowed to enter the United States. We had to pick up the documents at the 
American consulate in Glasgow in the beginning of September. Then we 
acquired tickets for the ship from Southampton to New York. World War 
II had already started when we left the United Kingdom, and on the very 
first day of our journey the crew of our ship saved 37 people from distress at 
sea. Their ship had been sunk by the Germans. I know these things because 
my mother kept a diary of our escape from the day we left Vienna until our 
arrival in the United States. 

ASN: How did things go in the United States?
HF: Not well at first. In New York, a woman named Stella picked us up. 
She had rented a room for us in Manhattan on East 85th Street. We had 
received some money from friends to get through the first weeks. My father 
tried to get a job in a bank without any success. He was told to go to Con-
necticut where people were looking for butlers and servants. My mother 
was a very good cook, but neither of my parents found a job. After a few 
months we were told to go to Austin, Minnesota, because the Hormel 
Company was supposedly offering jobs. This was not really the case. After a 
short time in Austin, we ended up in St. Paul where my father found a small 
job as a bookkeeper. He also had other jobs to pay the bills and worked as 
long as he could—until he was about 66. However, we were always short of 
money, and I had to work, too, starting when I was twelve. 

ASN: Did life change after the war ended?
HF: Yes. After some years my parents and I received American citizenship. 
At this point our last name still was Fantl, but we were advised that it would 
be more American to add an “e” after the L. So I became a Fantle. In 1950, I 
graduated magna cum laude from the University of Minnesota with a major 
in mathematics and a minor in statistics. I had volunteered for the Navy in 
1948, and in the summer of 1950 I worked as a statistician at the Veter-
ans’ Hospital. I decided to go to graduate school at Minnesota, enrolling in 
a Ph.D. program.In 1951 I was called to active duty and stationed at the 
Naval Air Station in Grosse Ile, Michigan (near Detroit) and discharged 
from active duty in 1953, at which time I went back to the University, work-
ing on my Ph.D.  I received my Master’s degree in 1953 and was a teaching 
assistant there.  In 1955, I married Betty and worked in industry, first for 
General Mills and then UNIVAC.  After being sent on business to Cali-
fornia in 1968, I quit my job at UNIVAC and decided to become a stock-
broker. I was mainly involved in raising money for start-up companies and I 
retired in 1993. My father, who was born in 1892, died in 1966; my mother, 
who was born in 1899, died in 1983.

ASN: Have you ever visited Austria after your escape?
HF: Yes, I have been back five times. People in Vienna think that I am 
a local because they can still detect a little Wienerisch (Viennese dialect) 
when I speak German. The last time I went to Vienna, I was invited by 
the Jewish Welcome Service Vienna, an organization founded in 1980 
that invites Jewish exiles to visit Vienna. We were among a group of about 
eighty people, most of them from Israel. My wife and I really enjoyed the 
invitation. It was a wonderful opportunity and a well-organized visit.

Matthias Falter is the 2012-13 CAS/BMWF Reasearch Fellow. This inter-
view was conducted in German at the subject’s request and translated into Eng-
lish by Falter.  v
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follow theLieder
The Schubert-
Institut trains 
young singers in 
the art of the 
art song

A 2012 excursion to vineyards and woods near the Schubert-Institut. Left to right: Verena Larsen (course administrator), Rich Coburn (pianist, Canada), Lara 
Fesdekjian (pianist, Canada), Alexander Solomon (tenor, USA), Andromahi Raptis (soprano, Canada). Photo courtesy Deen Larson. 

by Kevin Mummey

 For many musicians and singers, the thought of learning, crafting, and 
performing twenty-four German art songs in a five-week period would be 
a daunting task. Yet this is exactly what students at the Franz-Schubert-
Institut (FSI) accomplish every summer. As they have for more than thirty 
years, this July aspiring singers and pianists from all over the globe will come 
to Baden bei Wien to study the music, poetry, and culture of the German 
Lied with the leading musicians in the field.
 The FSI, a private, non-profit organization chartered under the laws of 
Austria for the purpose of “furthering and cultivating the art of the German 
Lied” is the brainchild of Canadian-born Deen Larsen. Larsen, who holds 
a Doctorate in Philosophy from the University of Vienna, founded the 
summer program in order to bring students of the Lied to the places 
and spaces familiar to Schubert and his contemporaries. A self-described 
“writer, teacher, and lover,” Larsen brings his passion for Romantic litera-
ture to students at the institute through a series of early morning poetry 
seminars. Larsen sees literature as an “opportunity to reflect and to feel” at 
a deep, soulful level. The seminars offer insight into the cultural context 
of Goethe and the German Romantics, with the ultimate goal of deepen-
ing the students’ understanding of their lyrical material. Becky Claborne, a 
former student at the Institut, has written of her seminar experience (see 
sidebar). “I don’t think any of us who attended will ever again feel that we’ve 
learned a song until we have spent time with the text, discovering its meta-

phors, our own response to it, and the musical nature of the words them-
selves.”
 After the poetry seminars, a day of intense musical training begins. As 
Claborne put it, the typical day is a “relentlessly intense, but very reward-
ing” six hours of master classes. The end of the daily class work does not 
mean the end of the day, as students spend their evenings in private ses-
sions, going over the fine points of vocal technique, piano performance, 
and theatrical presentation. The resulting exhaustion is not an accidental 
by-product—Larsen has designed the FSI to be something of a spiritual 
retreat, where students can come closer to the emotional truth of the music 
they are performing. According to the Schubert-Institut’s artistic director 
Armin Zimmer, given the “intensive, complete experience of words, music, 
and landscape that does not exist anywhere else,” participants often find 
themselves faced with the unfamiliar. “Often,” he observes, “that means 
working in much greater depth than before, finding extremes of expres-
sion you might have shied away from, demanding of yourself that you go 
beyond understanding the word to saying, singing, or playing it with heart 
and investing it with the layers of your own experience.” As another former 
student offered, the FSI not only fosters an atmosphere of dedication and 
serious hard work, but also supports a sense of spiritual awareness that 
enhances both the singers and the songs. 
 The students are aided in their work by a world-class assembly of vocal-
ists and instrumentalists. This year’s faculty includes the legendary Dutch 
soprano Elly Ameling, American pianist Irwin Gage, and the German 
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baritone Andreas Schmidt. Faculty members, who 
customarily spend two to three days at the Institut, 
are joined by artists-in-residence. These artists, who 
include Viennese actors and actresses, prepare stu-
dents for their master class performances through 
coaching in voice and piano, and by teaching the fun-
damentals of “stage German” and the formal recita-
tion of lyric poetry.  
 While the FSI is focused on hard work and dedi-
cation to craft, there are also opportunities to enjoy 
the beauty and cultural opportunities in the region. 
Students are surrounded by the beauty of Baden 
bei Wien, a favorite summer retreat of Mozart, 
Beethoven, and Hugo Wolf. Last year, course partic-
ipants enjoyed the unique experience of performing 
Mozart’s “Ave Verum Corpus” at the church where he 
composed it, as well as performing in rooms where 
Beethoven was living when he performed the Ninth 
Symphony. In addition to extracurricular music 
activities, on their days off students can enjoy walks 
in the Vienna woods, boat rides on the Danube, and 
trips to Vienna, where they can visit the Schubert 
houses, art galleries, and music shops. Even during 
their rigorous twelve hour days students can take 
advantage of sweets from the local bakeries, or find 
a regular table at a local winery, where the region’s 
famous red wine is cheaper than the mineral water. 
The landscape is more than a perk of attending the 
Seminar, it is, as Zanner has commented, “at the 
heart of the Schubert-Institut’s philosophy: to offer 
an oasis in the landscape of the Lied.” 
 Over the years the Institut has developed an inter-
national presence, through personal and institutional 
connections. In 2009, the Franz-Schubert-Institut 
and the University of Alberta forged a partnership 
“dedicated to cultivating artistic excellence in the 
performance of the German Lied.” Through the part-
nership, up to three full-time University of Alberta 
music students are eligible to receive scholarships to 
help defray the costs associated with the program. 
The scholarships are offered by the University of 
Alberta’s Office of the Provost, the Department of 
Music, and the Wirth Institute for Austrian and 
Central European Studies. In addition to receiving 
Canadian students at the Institute, Dr. Larsen also 
travels to Edmonton to teach master classes in Lied 
and poetry. 
 The Franz-Schubert-Institut’s reach is also 
extended by its former students, who bring home 
not only heightened technical skills, but also a 
deeper understanding of the music of the Romantic 
era. As the late Robert Tear, a former teacher at the 
Institut, observed “it is comparatively easy for a good 
singer or pianist to perform a Schubert song well. It 
is not nearly as easy for them to incorporate a pal-
pable understanding of the spirit, the Sehnsucht of 
the times.” With its commitment to hard work and 
spiritual insight, the Franz-Schubert-Institut has 
been helping emerging artists connect with the spirit 
of Romantic Austria, twenty-four songs at a time. 

 Kevin Mummey is a research assistant at the Center 
for Austrian Studies. A 2012 recital at Abbey of Holy Cross in Vienna Woods. Left to right, Elizabete Sirante (pianist, 

Latvia) and Andromahi Raptis (soprano, Canada). Photo courtesy Deen Larson.

What the Schubert-Institut meant to me
 Attending the Franz-Schubert-Insti-
tut was like nothing I have ever expe-
rienced. It’s not often that we get the 
chance to focus for so long solely on 
one thing, away from other distrac-
tions. It was also a tremendous honor 
to learn from some of the world’s fin-
est musicians and coaches, and I will 
always be grateful for the generosity 
with which they offered their time, 
expertise, and wisdom. 
 But more than this, it was a chance 
to re-examine the fundamental rea-
sons and ways that we make music. 
This program asked us to approach 
music in a more holistic way, remind-
ing us that there is so much more to 
song than notes and words on a page. 
German Lied is about communica-
tion with yourself, with your partner, 
and with your audience. It’s about the 
poet’s life experience, the composer’s, 
and your own, blending together in a 
unique interpretation that will never 
be exactly repeated. It is, like all great 
music, about taking something of the 
human condition and distilling it down 

to its essence so that for a brief period in 
time, musicians and audience share in the 
same truth. The Schubert Institute taught 
me that it is our responsibility as musi-
cians to allow ourselves and our audience 
to have this kind of genuine experience, 
and to be open to the kind of deep com-
munication that is unique to music.
 There is a fundamental equality at play 
underlying all that goes on at the Insti-
tute—equality between text and music, 
between singer and pianist, and between 
the musicians as “truth-tellers” and the 
audience as receivers of that truth. It is a 
very spiritual approach to making music, 
and an open mind is required from every-
one who participates. If everyone is able 
to adopt this mindset, the resulting atmo-
sphere is one of support and trust, where 
it’s safe to take risks and everyone is there 
to learn—and not to be a diva! It was 
truly inspiring to see all of the partici-
pants celebrate each other’s growth. As a 
result, I know that neither I nor anyone 
who attended the program with me will 
ever be quite the same again.

Becky Claborne
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 The death of Ceija Stojka on 
January 28, 2013, is more than the 
death of a survivor of the genocide 
against the Roma and Sinti committed 
by Austrians and Germans during the 
Third Reich. Ceija Stojka was also 
a prominent and world-renowned 
artist and an amazing woman. 
Everyone who had the chance to meet 
her in person was fascinated by her 
personality, which was full of life and 
energy. She was a victim, but refused 
to be victimized. She took her life in 
her own hands and was a subject, not 
an object of history. 
 Ceija Stojka was born into a Lovara 
family on May 23, 1933, in a village in 
the Austrian province of Styria. The 
Lovara, a large tribal federation of 
Roma who live mainly in East Central Europe, were still nomads at the 
time of Stojka’s childhood. Marginalized by the settled populations, 
they depended on horse trading, scissor grinding, and other small 
businesses that helped them to survive on the edge of the Central and 
Eastern European societies of that time. Like other Roma, the Lovara 
had been victims of antiziganism and racism for many decades before 
the resentments against the Roma culminated in the genocide against 
the Roma and Sinti in the Nazi concentration camps. 
 Stojka’s father, who lived as a horse trader until the Anschluß in 
1938, was killed in the Dachau concentration camp. The rest of the 
family was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. In 1944 Ceija, her sister, 
and her mother were sent to Ravensbrück and shortly before the end 
of the war all of them were sent to Bergen-Belsen, where they were 

liberated. Out of an extended family 
of more than 100 people, her mother 
and her sisters and brothers were the 
only survivors. 
 After the end of World War 
II she lived in Vienna. It took her 
decades before she was able to speak 
about the crimes she suffered in her 
youth. In 1988 she wrote her book, 
Wir leben im Verborgenen. This 
book was one of the first texts by 
a Roma Holocaust survivor. Until 
then most of the focus of attention 
in memorialzing the crimes of the 
Nazis was on the Jewish and political 
victims of the Nazis. To a large extent 
it is due to Ceija Stojka’s work that the 
Austrian public also had to face this 
aspect of the crimes committed by 

Austrians and Germans. She became a public figure, touring schools 
and speaking at demonstrations and memorials.
 After 1988 Ceija Stojka continued to write, sing, and paint about 
her experiences, but that was not the only subject of her art. She was 
a great universal artist, writing poetry, songs, and painting pictures. 
Her brothers Karl and Mongo Stojka became well-known artists. Her 
nephew Harri Stojka is a well-known jazz musician. 
 Without Ceija Stojka it would have been much easier for the 
Austrians to “forget” what they had done to the Roma and the Sinti. 
In times of growing antiziganism and laws criminalizing begging in 
Vienna and Graz that target mainly Roma from Eastern Europe, her 
voice will be missed even more. 

Thomas Schmidinger

In memoriam: artist and activist Ceija Stojka, 1933-2013
Ceija Stojka

 The Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies holds  
an annual Johann Strauss Ball in Edmonton. This event is one of the social 
season’s highlights and dignitaries such as the Austrian ambassador to 
Canada, the provincial Lieutenant Governour, the mayor, university offi-
cials, and others are often in attendance. 
 However, the ball is much more than a social event. It also, in conjunc-
tion with the private Johann Strauss Foundation, provides financial support 
for students wishing to study music in Austria. Founded by Albertans of 
Austrian origin in 1975, the organization has helped approximately 120 
students travel to Austria to further their musical education.
 An estimated $650,000 CAN has been distributed through the pro-
gram since its inception. The primary mechanism for fundraising which 
the Foundation has used and continues to use is the annual Johann Strauss 
Ball, a traditional Viennese ball which has often profiled University of 
Alberta music students and Strauss Foundation Award winners. For exam-
ple, Carmen Specht, a vocalist who used her Strauss Foundation funding to 
study at the Franz-Schubert-Institut in Baden bei Wien, performed at the 
Johann Strauss Ball in February, 2012.
 In 2009, the Foundation endowed a musical scholarship program for 
advanced music students studying in the province of Alberta, Canada. 
The Faculty of Arts at the University of Alberta administers the program. 

Interviews and auditions are arranged through the University of Alberta’s 
Department of Music.
 The annual Johann Strauss Ball in Edmonton is only one of a number 
of such Austrian-themed balls held across Canada in Halifax, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto, and other cities. For more information, consult the Wirth 
Institute’s website: http://www.wirth.ualberta.ca/ 
 In fact, the Edmonton Johann Strauss Foundation has established ties 
to the Johann Strauss Gesellschaft in Germany and through that organiza-
tion is linked to a worldwide network of organizations dedicated to the 
study and performance of the music of Johann Strauss. These include the 
Société de Musique Viennoise du Quebec, the Wiener Institut für Strauss-
Forschung, the Johann Strauss Society of Great Britain and the Polskie 
Towarzystwo Straussowskie based in Krakow. The various Strauss-related 
organizations, including the one in Edmonton, hope to work more closely 
together in the future to support research and activities relating to Strauss 
and to music education in Austria and around the world. 
 For more information about the world’s various Strauss organizations, 
you can read Deutsche Johann Strauss Gesellschaft e.V. Mitteilungsblatt 39 
(2012 / Nr. 1).

Joseph F. Patrouch

The Johann Strauss Foundation in Edmonton
Supporting Canadian music students and their studies in Austria since 1975
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salzburg festival 2013
High art but not 

high concept
 In the past, the Salzburg Festival has had 
weighty, poetic themes that supposedly tied the 
musical and dramatic presentations together. 
However, for 2013, artistic director Alexander 
Pereira has gone straight to the heart of the mat-
ter. This year’s Festival will have an emphasis on 
the operas of Verdi and Wagner (while of course 
presenting the work of Mozart and other com-
posers). 
 Verdi’s Falstaff and Don Carlo will be fully 
staged; Nabucco and the rarely performed Gio-
vanna d’Arca will be presented in concert ver-
sions. Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg 
will be fully staged and Rienzi will be performed 
in concert.
 However, one could also make a case that Joan 
of Arc is a focal point. Verdi’s version will fea-
ture the star power of Anna Netrebko as Joan of 
Arc and Placido Domingo as her father, but Wal-
ter Brauenfels’s Jeanne D’Arc and Schiller’s play 
Maid of Orleans will also be presented.
 The roster of plays will be headed by an all-
new production of Everyman designed by Eng-
lish designer/director Julian Crouch (Shock-
headed Peter, Dr. Atomic) and codirected by 
Crouch and American director Brian Mertes. It 
will also feature a “no holds barred” adaptation of 
Luis Buñel’s The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie 
by Jan Mikulášek and Dora Miicenîková of the 
Czech Republic, and directed by Mikulášek.
 The highlight of the concerts has got to be the  
performance of all nine of Gustav Mahler’s sym-
phonies. A variety of orchestras and conductors 
will be involved: Gustavo Dudamel will lead the 
Simón Bolivar Youth Symphony Orchestra in 
several, Riccardo Chailly will lead the Gewan-
hausorchester Leipzig in the Mahler 9th, and Sir 
Simon Rattle, Zubin Mehta, and Mariss Jansos 
are among the other conductors.
 The chamber and solo concerts will feature 
the usual roster of world-class artists, including 
pianists Rudolf Buchbinder, Evgeny Kissin, and 
Maurizio Pollini. In what promises to be a lively 
evening, Argentinian baritone Erwin Schrott’s 
Tangoabend will feature the music of Ástor Piaz-
zola, Carlos Gardel, Antônio Carlos Jobim, and 
other South American masters. Schrott will be 
backed by the Rojotango Jánoška Ensemble. v

Top: Left to right, Rolando Villazón and Marianne 
Crebassa rehearsing Mozart’s Lucio Silla. Photo 
© Matthias Bauer. Middle: Left, Anna Netrebko. 
Right, Placido Domingo. Photo © José Zakany. 
Bottom: The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie. 
Photo © KIVA.
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Slipping into darkness

Lendvai, Paul. Hungary: Between Democracy and Authoritari-
anism. New York: Columbia University Press, 2012. 288 pp. 

Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-231-70322-2, $35.

 Paul Lendvai’s book Hungary: Between Democracy and Author-
itarianism is the latest in a series of warnings from journalists, 
academics, and democracy watchdogs to the Western world 
about the development of Hungary’s political system from 1989 
to the present. It covers the last two and a half decades of politics 
in Hungary since the fall of communism and culminates in a 
critique of the current government.
 The book opens with the reburial of Imre Nagy in June of 
1989 and succinctly describes the significance of that event in 
relation to the events of 1956 in Hungary: “. . . at this memo-
rable funeral service for Imre Nagy, after more than 30 years 
of collective amnesia, the falsified, marginalised [sic] and for-
gotten history of 1956 suddenly re-emerged as a glorious but 
defeated revolution; and it was under this augury that the sur-
viving actors made their appearance on the stage of history.” (3) 
Nagy, of course, was the prime minister during the short lived 
1956 revolution and had, under the communist regime, been 
convicted in a secret trial, executed, and buried in a prison yard.
 The first half of the book traces the development of Hungar-
ian democracy since 1989 through the major political actors and 
their careers. Chronologically, each chapter examines a prime 
minister and briefly highlights his rise within the party and any 
other events of note. Lendvai uses personal anecdotes, memories 

of conversations, and interviews he conducted as a journalist with the leading figures 
of the time. All of these strengthen Lendvai’s claim to be the person uniquely qualified 
to present a sound analysis of the progress Hungary has made from a democracy to an 
authoritarian state. He also provides enough context for a reader not familiar with the 
development of Hungarian politics to have an overview of the political events of the 
last twenty years.
 As Lendvai spends time with the major political actors during Hungary’s struggles 
as a young democracy in the 1990s, he slowly builds a case against Viktor Orbán, the 
current prime minister and leader of Fidesz, a Hungarian center-right political party. 
The rise and fall of Ferenc Gyurcsány and the Hungarian Socialist Party (MSzP) 
throughout the 2000s receive particular attention. Lendvai also covers the continu-
ous campaigning of Fidesz during the time MSzP was in power that contributed to 
Fidesz’s sweeping success in the 2010 election. 
 In the latter portion of the book Lendvai passionately criticizes the current Hungar-
ian government. Here, his personal political preferences are obvious as he describes 
what is a troubling situation for both Hungary and the European Union. (As I wrote 
in the spring 2012 ASN, Fidesz has enacted a number of dramatic reforms since gain-
ing a two-thirds majority in Parliament: a new constitution, an astonishing amount of 
new legislation, media regulation, and judiciary regulation.)
  Overall, the book reads like a long journalistic opinion piece. Lendvai’s writing tone 
is conversational, making the book a pleasurable, anecdotal read. However, it is not 
necessarily a research resource. Lendvai is neither a historian nor a scholar, and his 
Austrian citizenship does not exempt him from playing  into Hungarian partisan poli-
tics. He is attuned to the finer mechanisms of party politics and maneuvering through-
out the beginning developments of Hungary’s democracy, and his book provides some 
interesting personal anecdotes. 
 The book is written from anything but a neutral standpoint. Indeed, there is almost 
a sense that that Lendvai is the harbinger of an impending Hungarian apocalypse. 
Lendvai was born to Jewish parents in 1929. From both a personal and professional 
standpoint, he is concerned with the increasing anti-Semitic rhetoric in Hungary’s 
public forums. One chapter explains how both the Roma and the Jewish population 
have become targets of the right wing. Lendvai details a number of recent tragic events 
where Roma have been victims of violent crime and demonstartes the extent of anti-
Semitic rhetoric in prominent newspapers and political speeches. 
  I agree with Princeton professor Jan-Werner Muller, who supports Lendvai’s charac-
terization of Orbán as relentless and power hungry (“Longing for a Greater Hungary,” 
London Review of Books, June 21, 2012). After his electoral loss in 2002 to the MSzP, 
Orbán set up “civic committees” across the country which Mueller calls “a quasi-dissi-
dent strategy, unusual in a functioning liberal democracy.” Lendvai presents a decent 
summary of the intraparty struggles and the disintegration of the left, but his explana-
tion of the factors that led to those events could have been better developed. However, 
the book’s true weakness is its failure to address Orbán’s popular appeal to Hungar-
ians. He ignores any argument about why Fidesz and Jobbik’s rhetoric resonates so 
deeply with many Hungarians today. This could have been addressed by explaining 
more about why right wing parties appeal to Hungarians. 
 Hungary is not an isolated case in the EU. A broader look across the region shows 
that nationalism is experiencing a resurgance in Eastern Europe. The rise of right wing 
parties, in addition to the current economic crisis, is forcing Europe to rethink the 
ideas of an ever-closer political union and perhaps the idea of the European Union 
itself. Anyone interested in Central European contemporary politics, the rise of the 
right wing parties, or getting an overview of politics in Hungary will find this book 
to be a solid beginner’s guide. It is Lendvai’s message (and plea) to Western Europe 
and the rest of the world to pay attention to developments in Hungary. Throughout, 
Lendvai’s urgency is clear. He believes Hungary needs a protector even as he despairs 
that there is no one able to save Hungary from itself.

Katie Evans
Center for Austrian Studies

University of Minnesota 
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Gerald Stourzh. Der Umfang der österreichischen Geschichte Ausgewählte Studien 1990-
2010. Vienna: Böhlau, 2011. 334 pp. ISBN: 978-3-205-78633-7. Paper, € 39.90.

 What is the scope of Austrian history?  What is at its core and how far can it be 
stretched? These are fruitful questions for every generation of historians to tackle 
because such questions confront us with our conscious and unconscious framing of 
the past. I was exposed to such questions by the first article I ever read as graduate 
student in John W. Boyer’s Colloquium in Austrian History: Gerald Stourzh’s “Die 
dualistische Reichsstruktur, Österreichbegriff und Österreichbewusstsein 1867-1918.” 
That assignment was accompanied by what was euphemistically labeled “primary docu-
ments:” a packet of essays by past generations of Austrian historians, from Josef Helfert 
to Heinrich Ritter von Srbik, each presenting a differing view on what “Austrian his-
tory” meant or should mean. I discovered through subsequent reading that I had been 
made to follow up on the arguments and research of Stourzh’s article, “Der Umfang der 
österreichischen Geschichte,” which provides the title to the volume under review. The 
most important lesson I learned from this exercise was that Austrian history takes a 
unique combination of skepticism and receptivity toward the past, and especially to the 
layers of scholarship that both explain and occlude the past. Stourzh’s lessons are big 
ones.
 Like so many of my colleagues who focus on Habsburg central Europe, Gerald 
Stourzh’s books and essays have formed a mainstay of my intellectual and professional 
development. As a student and afterwards, I was always delighted to come across an 
essay of Stourzh’s. I appreciated his essays for their thorough research, their measured 
tone, and their combination of skepticism and receptivity. They exemplified both thor-
ough scholarship and moral storytelling. Stourzh never simplified the histories he told. 
Rather, it became clear to me that he sought first and foremost to bring across the 
complexity of the past and render that complexity understanderstable. 
 This volume showcases the mature Stourzh’s mastery of nuance and clarity. It col-
lects fourteen of Stourzh’s essays, dating from 1990 through 2010. All but one of the 
essays are in German and have been published in various journals and edited volumes. 
The last essay in the volume is in English and appears here for the first time in print. 
The title essay on the “Umfang,” that is “scope” or “extent” of Austrian history, makes a 
case for reading Austrian history as broadly as possible, not just in a narrow national 
or dynastic sense. Stourzh makes the case that historians must avoid “Staatsteologie”—
the interpretation of European history as the linear rise of the nation state. If we are 
able to do this, we can understand the possibilities, the roads not taken, and grasp in a 
fuller sense the richness of central Europe’s past. The subsequent essays in the volume 
show how Stourzh puts this into practice. 
 Stourzh’s work has always displayed the broad interests of the historian and teacher, 
but the core of his work has explored political thought and civil society in the modern 
world. In the second essay in this volume, “Länderautonomie und Gesamtstaat in 
Österreich,” Stourzh explores the institutionally and politically complex relationship 
of the Austrian provinces (the crownlands) to the entire state. Austria’s administra-
tive framework, assembled as a collection of kingdoms and principalities persisted in 
important constitutional and political ways even after the great attempts at centraliza-
tion and imperial state building during the reigns of Maria Theresia and Joseph II. 
The crownlands as political units and as constitutional ideas—with their inherited and 
invented political traditions, laws, and peculiarities—still mattered by the end of the 
empire. The large issues we can take from this essay, for example and, indeed, from 
Stourzh’s collection of essays in this volume, is that nuance matters: that the scope of 
Austrian history must recognize ambiguity, particularism, and the force of tradition if 
we are to understand modernization and political change. The quest for nuance, dis-
played in these essays as Stourzh uncovers and explains administrative jurisdictions, 
constitutional law, and the meanings of the term “Austria” in central European political 
thought, are in themselves acts that try to see underneath the Europe of today, molded 
by nationalizing states, war, authoritarian modernization, and extensive ethnic cleans-
ing. Following these pre-twentieth century ideas, Stourzh not only captures the rich-
ness of the past but also its paradoxes, conundrums, and its dead ends.
 A particularly thoughtful essay which showcases Stourzh’s search for paradoxes 
and his attempts to see the old monarchy in its many dimensions, is the essay on the 

career of his own great-grandfather Franz Anderle, “Aus der 
Mappe meines Urgroßvaters.” Through the story of Anderle, 
born in eastern Bohemia to a poor, rural, Czech-speaking 
family, Stourzh explores aspects of nineteenth-century educa-
tion, social mobility, and civil culture. Especially enlightening 
are Stourzh’s retelling of his grandfather’s process of learning 
German in the 1820s, which opened up wider horizons and 
a path for social mobility, changing the course of his life, his 
children’s lives, and indeed, the lives of his great-grandchildren. 
He essentially was granted access through language to higher 
education, to the civil service, and to the middle class. Stourzh 
uses his grandfather’s biography to reflect on the social and 
political meanings of language in the monarchy, concluding that 
“the social differences between the different languages is indeed 
one of the most important elements of the connection between 
national and social tensions in the multinational empire, and in 
its relevance [it is] still not sufficiently researched.” (127)
 Stourzh originally wrote this lament on the death of scholar-
ship on language in the year 2000. Since then, many works have 
come to reflect on the importance of language for national iden-
tity formation and nationality politics in the Habsburg Empire. 
This large body of scholarship has been heavily influenced by 
Stourzh’s own exploration of the connection of languages, law 
and citizenship rights, and social mobility in his landmark 1985 
study, Die Gleichberechtigung der Nationalitäten in der Verfas-
sung und Verwaltung Österreichs, 1848-1918. He returns to this 
topic in the final essay in the book, “The Ethnicizing of Poli-

Stourzh’s quest for nuanced history

continued on page 29
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Paul F. Dvorak, ed. Modern Austrian Prose: Interpreta-
tions and Insights Volume II. Riverside, CA: Ariadne Press, 

2012.  357 pp.  Paper, ISBN: 978-1-57241-161-6, $39.

 This welcome volume complements a prior anthology 
of English-language interpretations of modern Austrian 
literature published by Ariadne Press in 2001. The series 
makes Austrian literary writers accessible in compilations 
that include an introductory survey followed by individual 
essays from experts on the authors. The essays conclude 
with bilingual endnotes of primary and secondary refer-
ences.
 In this second volume, editor Paul Dvorak has solic-
ited interpretations from fifteen scholars of a characteris-
tic prose work of each of fifteen Austrian writers born as 
early as 1937 and as late as 1975. With the exception of 
Gert Jonke (1946–2009), all the authors are living. Many 
reside in Vienna and seven of the fifteen are women. Space 
prevents an evaluation of every analysis, but I have detailed 
some of the strongest chapters below.
 The first several prose pieces share the common theme 
of Vergangenheitsbewältigung—a mastering of or coming to 
terms with a past, in the Austrian case with a promising and 
murderous past that supervened for grandparents, parents, 
and even the self once the Anschluß had been accomplished. 
For the victims, perpetrators, and inheritors thereof, the 
duty, the complexity, and the extremity of resurrecting this 
past are challenges from which many of the prose artists 
detailed here do not shy. 
 Common to all the pieces is a variety and an ingenuity 
of styles. This volume documents an array of recent Aus-
trian literary and linguistic brinkmanship as inventive and 

demanding as could be feared or wished anywhere. The pieces included display a welter of 
postmodern, clever, and astonishing prose techniques—“coups de roman,” one might say.
 This zest for flash has its uses in the collection’s less political and more ahistorical prose 
pieces. The same would be true of the packaging of new prose anywhere on the planet. But 
when it comes to the owning of postmodern agenda on the one hand and the owning of 
complicity in the Anschluß or the Shoah on the other, a modern Austrian prose stylist may 
run special risks. Theodor Adorno is famous for declaring that there could be no poetry 
after Auschwitz. This volume proves that, after the Shoah, there can be brave, honest, 
indicting, and convicting prose about the Shoah. We have Anna Mitgutsch, Erich Hackl, 
and Elizabeth Reichart to thank for this. They have given us reasons to call this modern 
Austrian prose socially responsible. 
 Earliest among these reasons is the work of Elizabeth Reichart. Her February Shadows is 
a novel that recounts the 1945 murders by locals of escaped Soviet prisoners of war in the 
Mühlviertel.  Here her interpreter, Felix Tweraser, notes that 

“…in allowing the account to range freely back and forth across time and place, Reich-
art’s work achieves a kind of ‘associative realism’ characteristic of human consciousness, 
showing the reader what blocks self-reflection, what catalyzes it, and what defense 
mechanisms the mind develops to avoid its most painful truths.” (11–12)

Tellingly, Reichart italicizes certain frequent and associative symptomatic words in her pro-
tagonists’ accounts, One of her chapters is about cats—and so much more. Indeed, Reich-
art’s therapeutic foray into memory is compelled, as it is in many of her fellow post-war 
Austrian writers, by collective outbreaks of “Waldheimer’s disease” (the diagnosis is Art 
Buchwald’s) that endanger the political accountability required of social democratic prac-
tice. 
 Writing on Farewell Sidonia, Geoffrey Howes, a frequent contributor for Ariadne, essays 
the implications of Erich Hackl’s account of the expulsion from Upper Austrian society of 
a Romani schoolgirl in the early 1940s. Farewell, a documentation of acquiescence and of 
a dearth of civil disobedience, characterizes Sidonia’s “sanctioned murder” as “the culmina-
tions of a series of seemingly harmless capitulations” on the part of the society surrounding 
her. Howes’ interpretation of Hackl’s narrative references Götz Aly’s history of economic 
politics in Hitler’s Beneficiaries and Arno Gruen’s The Insanity of Normality. Howe shows 
not only how Sidonia’s end became a “therapeutic murder” but also “why the Nazis’ ‘acco-
modating dictatorship’ found fertile ground when it moved into economically and racially 
insecure Austria in 1938.” (37)  In the end, “common cruelty” trumps the ethic of common 
provision. Here Hackl recites the opportunity afforded by some forms of government to 
release repressed—even violent—emotions. In managing to deport Sidonia, community 
members finally can say: “Wir sind doch jetzt wer” (“We’re somebody now, after all”). (46)
 Cynthia Klima has taken on Norbert Gstrein’s The Register with its technique—which 
Klima calls “narrative switch”—of back and forth recollections of childhood and adulthood 
on the parts of two brothers, (one a math professor, the other a champion skier) in search 
of an “Austrian identity.”  Gstrein relates distant recollections in italics and labels them stage 
directions. Theatrically enough, she locates some of the brothers’ stunted development in 
their inability to know—much less to trust—“Father” and “Grandfather,” words which 
occur in German in upper case but which Gstrein’s translator (Lowell Bangerter) chooses 
to present in upper case in English.  
 Like the Reichart and the Hackl novels, The Register takes on the question of Austrian 
complicity, or lack of same, in the project of the Third Reich.  Skillfully, Gstrein embodies 
two strains of Austrian post-war self-understanding: the innocent victim and the dire con-
formist.
 According to Maria-Regina Kecht, Anna Mitgutsch offers “a literary adaptation of Jewish 
remembrance practices” in her novel, The House of Childhood. (99) Kecht reads the novel 
as an adaptation of Yizker Bikher. Yiddish in their origins, these “memory triggers” have 
become photo-documentations toward the keeping of memory. Writing at the time (the 
year 2000) of the Austrian inquiry into aryanization and restitution, Mitgutsch, a convert 
to Judaism, has hoped “to inscribe the history of Austrian Jews into contemporary Austrian 
Literature…” (113)  “My shame about it [Austrian complicity in National Socialism]” says 
Mitgutsch in a 1989 interview, “is actually the fundamental issue of my life...” (98)
 After first reciting (in three pages) the animus of fellow critic Harriet Murphy, Angela 
Gulielmetti has a go at Julian Schutting’s The Morning before the Journey. This is perhaps the 

continued on page 29
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Joshua Shanes. Diaspora Nationalism and Jewish Identity in Habsburg Galicia.  New 
York: Cambridge Univesity, 2012.  320 pp. Cloth, ISBN 978-1-107-01424-4, $99.

 Joshua Shanes has produced an important study of Zionism in Austrian Galicia, 
home to the largest Jewish population in the Habsburg Monarchy. Expanding upon 
arguments he has made elsewhere over the past decade, Shanes traces the develop-
ment of the Jewish national movement during the Habsburg fin de siècle. He draws 
from the recent theoretical work on nationalism by Jeremy King, Rogers Brubaker, 
and others to analyze the process by which nationhood became the key category 
of Jewish self-understanding in Galicia. Shanes thus reintegrates the history of the 
Galician Jews into the provincial and monarchical history of Austria-Hungary. Gali-
cian Jews, who increasingly imagined themselves members of a national community, 
Shanes reminds the reader, had other options. Varied notions of Jewish identity per-
sisted throughout the period. Like other nascent national groups, Zionist leaders 
sought equal cultural and political rights, even as their notion of what constituted the 
nation evolved, thus demonstrating the normalcy, rather than the exceptional status 
of the Jews in the larger Habsburg context. Indeed, cross-fertilizing one another, 
Jewish, Polish, and Ruthenian/Ukrainian nationalism also developed in paral-
lel, demonstrating that Zionism was a part of the growing nationalist movements 
in Europe rather than simply a reaction to them. Noting that Jews constituted an 
ethno-religious group before the late 19th century, Shanes stresses Anthony Smith’s 
insight that one must understand the particular building blocks that constituted the 
Jewish national movement in order to appreciate its affinities to other movements.
 Following a useful introduction, in the first chapter Shanes provides a brief over-
view of Galician Jewish history from the annexation in 1772 from the first partition 
of Poland through the final emancipation of Habsburg Jews during the 1867 Aus-
gleich. Shanes notes that Germanization during the first century under Habsburg 
rule affected the urban intelligentia but had less effect on the Jewish masses. He 
describes how Jews, who lived disproportionately in Eastern Galicia, differed from 
their Christian neighbors in their urban location and concentration in certain trades, 
and in their virtual absence in agricultural sectors. During the decades before 1848 
Galician leaders of the Haskalah established the first Jewish secular associations 
in Lemberg and Cracow, which were part of the emerging network of middle-class 
associational life in Vormärz Austria. Efforts—unsuccessful—of some organizations 
to remove special taxes and grant Jews municipal citizenship exemplified the early 
politicization of Galician Jewry’s nascent secular elite. The revolutionary era (1846 
to 1849) helped politicize Galician Jewry, especially the liberal elite. Jewish leaders, 
in contrast to their Polish and Ruthenian counterparts, however, did not view this 
struggle in terms of national rights, because they considered Jewry a political and 
religious community.     
 Shanes then addresses the birth of Jewish nationalism in Galicia, which, as else-
where in Europe, came in the 1880s. He follows the standard interpretation of Rus-
sian pogroms in 1881-1882 as the catalyst for the movement. The experience of 
Galician Jews in the modern period, which sparked associational life focused on 
work in the Diaspora (Landespolitik) rather than the Palestine-centered activities, 
underscores an important difference between the Galician and Russian responses to 
the crisis, which in Russia resulted in a Palestine-centered Zionist ideology.  Jewish 
nationalism in Galicia remained a movement of the secular intelligentsia throughout 
the 19th century. Jewish nationalists there often joined existing associations trans-
forming them into nationalist societies. They also increasingly opposed attempts at 
centralization by Zionists in Vienna.
 In chapter three, Shanes traces the emergence of a Yiddish press in Galicia. Many 
Jewish intellectuals considered Yiddish, the only language the great majority of 
Galician Jewry read, inappropriate for literary purposes until at least the 1880s, so 
Zionists seeking to inspire Galician Jews to support the rebirth of a Jewish national 
culture initially published newspapers in German, Hebrew, and Polish. Indeed, a 
Yiddish-language populist nationalist press appeared only in the early 1890s. These 
often short-lived papers were important because they sought to transform Jewish 
core identity from religious to national and helped convince traditional Jews to orga-
nize politically for national minority rights.
 Shanes embeds Galician developments in the larger Zionist national narrative 

with discussion of Theodor Herzl. The second half of the 1890s 
saw the transformation of Galician Zionism as Jewish national-
ism began to penetrate traditional communities despite Orthodox 
hostility toward Zionism. Moreover, influenced by Herzl’s virtu-
ally exclusive focus on achieving a Jewish state, Galician Zionists 
temporarily gave up their Landespolitik strategy in 1901, to which 
they returned in late 1903. Recognition of potential educational 
and political advancement that reform of the voting franchise in 
late 1905 offered led them to reengagement in domestic political 
struggle.  
 The final chapter considers the rise of Jewish mass politics. 
Universal male suffrage offered unprecedented possibilities for 
Zionists to permeate Galicia’s still largely non-politicized Jewish 
masses and achieve their vision of Jewish integration into Aus-
trian society as one of the empire’s recognized nationalities. The 
Jewish National Party, formed in May 1906, ran candidates in 
national elections the following year, the first under universal 
male suffrage. Shanes details Jewish nationalist political goals, 
reminding the reader that Zionists considered the 1907 cam-
paign their most important struggle against the assimilationist 
establishment. He details Jewish-Ruthenian cooperation against 
the Poles, despite continued anti-Jewish attacks by Ruthenians, 
among whom anti-Semitism remained pervasive. The party finally 
ran candidates in twenty Galician districts. Three Jewish national 
candidates were elected, despite widespread corruption and elec-
toral violence on all sides. A fourth, Benno Straucher, who led the 
Jewish National Party, was elected in Bukovina’s capital, Czernow-

Zionism, nationalism, and politics
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 Writing biographies for a long time had been a male hegemonic project. 
Ever since Plutarch and Suetonius composed their vitae of the greats of 
classical antiquity, to the medieval obsession with the hagiographies of holy 
men (and a few women) and saints, Vasari’s lives of great Renaissance art-
ists, down to the French encyclopedists, Dr. Johnson and Lytton Strachey, 
as well as Ranke and Droysen, the genre of biographical writing has become 
increasingly more refined. In the twentieth century male predominance has 
become contested and the (collective) lives of women, minorities, and ordi-
nary people are now the focus of biographical writing. 

 This volume of Contemporary Austrian Studies offers a cross-section of 
Austrian lives and biographical approaches to recent Austrian history. Here 
are what may be called traditional biographies of leading political figures 
through the twentieth century. We also suggest that the intellectual biog-
raphies of thinkers and professionals are fertile soil for biographical study. 
Moreover, the prosopographical study of common folks in the Austrian 
population lifts these lives from the dark matter of anonymous masses and 
gives rich insight into the lives that ordinary Austrians have been leading. 

 The writing of lives is always situated between fact and fiction, ascertain-
able data, and the imagination of the biographer. This volume of Austrian 
Lives offers an intimate look into the lives of intriguing individuals while 
illuminating the touching lives of ordinary Austrians in wartime Vienna.

NEW FROM UNO PRESS AND INNSBRUCK UNIVERSITY PRESS

CONTEMPORARY AUSTRIAN STUDIES, v. 21

Austrian
Lives

Edited by Günter Bischof, Fritz Plasser, 
and Eva Maltschnig
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SCHOLARS and SCHOLARSHIP

 As part of the activities organized by 
H-Net: Humanities and Social Sciences 
Online at this year’s conference of the 
American Historical Association (AHA) 
in New Orleans, Wirth Institute Director 
Joseph F. Patrouch discussed the relation-
ship between the H-Net discussion list 
HABSBURG which he helps edit, the 
Society for Austrian and Habsburg His-
tory (SAHH), and the Austrian History 
Yearbook. He delivered his comments at 
a roundtable titled “Scholarly Societies 
and Networking through H-Net” held on 
Friday, January 4, 2013.
 H-Net is celebrating its twentieth 
anniversary and as part of the celebrations 
H-Net officers and staff organized eight 
panels and roundtables as well as two 
receptions. In twenty years, H-Net has 
grown to 180,000 subscribers and around 
200 networks, of which HABSBURG 
is one of the oldest. Patrouch reported 
that HABSBURG pre-dates H-Net, 
having been originally set up by Charles 
Ingrao of Purdue University in fall 1991. 
(For more information on the history 
of the listserv, see Daniel Pinkerton, 
“HABSBURG Founders/Editors Pass Torch,” ASN vol. 22, no. 2, p. 18.)  
The list currently has over 1,150 subscribers from at least 33 countries on 
four different continents. The editorial board consists of four scholars from 
four different countries, showing how international the field of Habsburg 
and Central European studies is. (In addition to Patrouch from Canada, 
the current editors include Jonathan Kwan from the UK, Marion Romberg 
from Austria, and John C. Swanson from the US.)
 Other participants in the 2013 roundtable were Michael Innis-Jimenéz, 
University of Alabama; Gene B. Preuss, University of Houston, Down-
town; Linda Shopes, an independent scholar living in Pennsylvania; and 
Jean A. Stuntz, West Texas A&M University. Innis-Jiménez discussed 
his experiences as an editor of H-LatAm and that list’s relationship with 
the Conference on Latin American History. Preuss contributed his per-
spectives as a former president of H-Net and an editor of H-Local and 
H-Oralhist. The latter list has also been edited by Shopes, who pointed out 
that, like HABSBURG, H-Oralhist has many more subscribers than the 
related professional organization, the Oral History Association, has mem-
bers. Stuntz, like the roundtable’s chair Preuss, could reference both her 
experiences as an H-Net officer (she has served both as H-Net president 
and H-Net Vice President for Networks), and as an editor of H-SAWH, 
the list associated with the Southern Association of Women Historians.
 The roles and relationships discussed at the roundtable were varied. 
HABSBURG, like H-LatAm, tends to concentrate on scholarly activi-
ties for professionals working in the relevant fields. Both lists publish book 
reviews and article notices, calls for papers and articles, and serve as fora 
for discussions of questions posted by list members. According to Stuntz, 
H-SAWH focuses on mentoring women historians in the US South, pro-
viding non-research-related advising and even letters of recommendation 
for participating list members. H-Oralhist appears to show a mix of the 

different approaches, with scholarly dis-
cussions and tips for oral historians from 
both academia and the community. 
 Audience members actively par-
ticipated in the panel discussion. The 
executive director of H-Net, Peter Knup-
fer, discussed the relationship between 
traditional scholarly publications such 
as society-sponsored journals and the 
relevant H-Net lists. In the past, some 
tensions have existed between the two as 
they compete over potential readers, espe-
cially in the realm of book reviews. Preuss 
brought up in this context the relative lack 
of value given to online publications and 
service to organizations such as H-Net 
in comparison to older forms of publi-
cation and service when evaluations are 
done for professional advancement in US 
academia. Academic norms appear to be 
shifting only very slowly in this regard.  
 Roundtable and audience members 
discussed other topics as well, includ-
ing the practice of publishing book 
announcements, which can easily bleed 
into the realm of advertising for commer-
cial purposes, and the role of H-Net lists 

in advocacy for humanities and social science-related issues such as protect-
ing funding for libraries and archives, or protesting program or department 
closures. H-Net editors must walk the fine line between advocacy and pro-
viding information on the one hand, and political lobbying on the other, a 
role not compatible with the nonpartisan nature of H-Net. From the per-
spective of language politics, Patrouch pointed out, the use of English as 
the primary language of discussion on HABSBURG avoids the difficulties 
associated with local languages of Central Europe, providing a relatively 
neutral linguistic space for transnational discussion.
 Finally, the topic of financial issues in the post-Great Recession world 
generated much discussion. Innis-Jimenéz discussed how H-LatAm allows 
scholars in Latin America to stay in touch with developments in North 
America, even when they cannot afford to travel to conferences there. This 
issue relates to the readership of HABSBURG as well: Many underfunded 
academics in Central Europe, as well as in the rest of the world, can stay 
in touch with developments in the field without incurring the costs (both 
financial and environmental) of travelling. 
 After twenty years, H-Net has become an important component of the 
North American academic world, one with global impact.  Soon, a new 
operating platform will be introduced, H-Net 2, supplementing the older 
listserv-based approach and moving the organization’s online presence 
more into the world of social media and the various mobile devices used 
today to access information. HABSBURG will continue to be involved in 
the international world of academic discussion created and encouraged by 
H-Net. New editors are currently being recruited. Interested readers are 
encouraged to visit the website to stay in touch with what is developing: 
http://www.h-net.org/~habsweb/.

Joseph F. Patrouch
Editor, HABSBURG

H-Net and scholarly societies
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Conference Coordination: Günter Bischof, 
New Orleans; Johann Holzner, Innsbruck;
Bernhard Fetz, Austrian Literature Archives

Thursday, March 14

9 a.m. – 12:00  SESSION I 
ANDERS—THE CONSUMMATE 
PHILOSOPHER
Chair: Frank H. Schalow, Department of 
Philosophy, University of New Orleans

Andreas Hetzel, Institute of Philosophy, 
Technical University of Darmstadt, Beyond 
Anthropology: Philosophy and the Ends of Man

Wolfgang Palaver, Department of Systematic 
Theology, University of Innsbruck, The 
Deadline [Die Frist]: Gűnther Anders’s 
Apocalyptic in Light of the Christian Virtue of 
Hope

Andreas Oberprantacher, Department of 
Philosophy, University of Innsbruck, The 
Desertification of the World. Günther Anders on 
“Weltlosigkeit”

Reinhard Ellensohn, Austrian Literature 
Archives & University of Vienna, Gűnther 
Anders’ Philosophy of Music

2 – 4 p.m. SESSION II
ANDERS AS A LITERARY FIGURE
Chair:  Aaron Horton, Alabama State University, 
Montgomery

Bernhard Fetz, Director, Austrian Literature 
Archives, Günther Anders: Between Literature 
and Philosophy. From His Early Anthropological 
Writing Via “Antiquiertheit des Menschen” to His 
Long Poem “Maeriechen”

Kerstin Putz, Austrian Literature Archives, 
Günther Anders in seiner Korrespondenz: Der 
Briefwechsel mit Hannah Arendt

6 – 9 p.m. KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Chair: Bernhard Fetz, Director, Austrian 
Literature Archives
Konrad-Paul Liessmann, Department of 
Philosophy, University of Vienna, Zwischen 
allen Stühlen. Günther Anders als Außenseiter der 
Philosophie

Friday, March 15

9 –12a.m.  SESSION III
HISTORICAL CONTEXTS
Chair: Günter Bischof, CenterAustria, University 
of New Orleans

Jason Dawsey, Department of History, 
University of Chicago, Günther Anders and His 
American Exile

Elisabeth Röhrlich, University of Vienna, “To 
Make the End Time Endless:” Günther Anders’ 
Fight against Nuclear Weapons

Jean-Pierre Dupuy, Department of Philosophy, 
Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, & Department 
of Political Science, Stanford University, An 
Andersian Approach to Nuclear Deterrence

Berthold Molden, Department of History, 
University of New Orleans, Günther Anders as 
a Transnational Intellectual in the 1960s

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS – UNIVERSITY OF INNSBRUCK ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

New Orleans, March 14-15, 2013

The Life and Work of Günther Anders: 
Émigré, Iconoclast, Philosopher, Literateur

Right: Günther Anders in Hiroshima, 1958.

Austria honors Günter Bischof

Dr. Karlheinz Toechterle, Austrian Minister of Science (right), presents Günter Bischof (left) 
with the Austrian government’s Austrian Award for Science and the Arts, 1st class, The award 
was given for Bischof ’s many years of service as director of CenterAustria, where he has fostered 
an awareness of Austria among university students, scholars, and the public.
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nora berend:

Nora Berend was born in Budapest, Hungary, the daughter of internationally-
renowned historian Ivan Berend. She earned degrees from Eötvös Loránd Uni-
versity in Budapest, the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, 
and Columbia University in New York, where she was awarded a PhD in medi-
eval history. She is currently a member of the faculty of history at Cambridge 
University and a fellow at St. Catharine’s College, Cambridge. She gave the 
2012 Kann Memorial Lecture, “Violence as Identity: Christians and Muslims 
in Hungary in the Medieval and Early Modern Period.” 

violence & 
identity

photos and interview by Daniel Pinkerton

ASN: How many years did you live in Budapest? How did living and studying 
in Hungary prepare you for working in the West?
NB: I lived in Hungary until I finished my B.A. degree, and then I went 
abroad. But even during that period we spent several months at a time 
abroad, because my father had these invitations to teach or do research, 
so I spent time in the United States and in England between the age of 
about 12 and 16, so my education in a sense was not just in Hungary even 
during that period. However, the school system was quite good in Hun-
gary. During my Hungarian education, we studied history chronologically 
and studied everything (obviously on a somewhat superficial level) from 
the Ancient Greeks to modern society. It’s important for a historian to have 
some sort of overview, however outdated and problematic, to be able to see 
the big connections and chronological change. In England, where I teach 
now, there is no such teaching at any level, so students only study segments 
of history. They might be great experts on the Tudors but have absolutely 
no idea what happened in the Roman era or Victorian England. Obviously, 
having a father for a historian influenced me, too. I guess I really didn’t have 
a choice in terms of what I was going to do. It was an absolute given that 
only history is worth studying. 

ASN: You could have rebelled.
NB: Of course, but it didn’t work out that way. From a very young age, I 
wanted to be a historian. I suppose I had illusions, because my father was 
in this elite of international historians, and at the time I did not realize that 
there were more ways of being a historian. The life of a historian seemed 
to include all these international trips, and it was very exciting and glamor-
ous. I now realize that the average historian may lead a very different life. 
Another thing I did not really know at the time was that, at the university 
level in Hungary, we were still in the Stone Age in some senses. We did not 
engage in big intellectual debates; it was a system where you had to acquire 
factual knowledge, not theory. However, by the time I finished studying in 
Paris and New York City, I had been directly exposed to different schools of 
history and knew how different they are. This is important. If you actually 
function a little bit in these milieux, you realize the differences much better 
than if you just read the texts of French historians or American historians. I 
would certainly advocate an international education for all historians. 

ASN: Did you ever find, in the communist era, that an ideology was imposed 
on your classes or writing?
NB: I was lucky. I went to university in Hungary at the end of the com-
munist era. Things were really quite liberal by then. There was a kind of 
samizdat literature that was known to everyone—including, I’m sure, the 
government. Unless you openly challenged the political structure, a lot of 
things were possible by then. And of course, we could travel. I’m sure it 
happened to some people, but I personally never experienced any kind of 
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ideological pressure or any limitation of that sort.

ASN: Was there less of that in the medieval and early modern subfields?
NB: In the countries of the Soviet Bloc where there was this kind of strong 
ideological structure imposed on people, medieval studies was not exempt. 
What drew me into medieval history was the study of hagiography, the 
saints’ lives. You might assume that this is not something that was allowed, 
but no pressure existed by the time I studied. Of course, the Communist 
Bloc fell in 1989, the year I graduated with my B.A.

ASN: Did you go straight to Cambridge after graduating from Columbia?
NB: Yes, but at first I went with a postdoctoral research grant that was 
called a junior research fellowship. It was the equivalent of a postdoctoral 
fellowship for three years. After that period, I was appointed to a faculty 
position in London, and then I went back to Cambridge.

ASN: Is Cambridge, like Oxford, run strictly on a tutorial system?
NB: Yes. It is called “supervision” at Cambridge, but it is the same thing: 
You have regular, fairly intensive one-to-one or sometimes one-to-two 
hour-long discussions with every student. We do this from the very begin-
ning, from first year undergraduates on up. It’s very labor-intensive.

ASN: Presuming a student works well with his or her mentors—teachers—this 
sounds wonderful, and it’s quite a contrast to American universities.
NB: Yes, but I would prefer a mixed system. This one-to-one supervision  
works very well with advanced students and students who have a genuine 
interest in whatever specific topic we’re talking about and some background 
knowledge. But it’s not very useful to have to explain the Gregorian reform 
50 times individually. You could do that in a lecture and it would be fine. 
And there are lectures, too, but the problem is that the students are not 
required to attend the lectures; their only obligation is to go to the supervi-
sions. Attendance is sparse and you end up explaining the same thing over 
and over individually to all the other students. If the first and second-year 
undergraduates had a few lectures and seminars and the very intensive, 
more individual work was saved for the more advanced students, where 
they can benefit so much from focusing on very specific topics and very 
specific angles of topics, it would be a better system. 

ASN: Even if you taught a seminar with ten students, that would be nine fewer 
times you would have to explain the same thing.
NB: [laughs] Exactly!

ASN: Who are some of the mentors and teachers who inspired you and got you 
interested in medieval history? 
NB: Actually, at the university in Hungary, I thought I was going to special-
ize in what’s considered Japanese medieval history—the Tokugawa period. 
I studied Japanese and I went to Japan as an undergraduate for a few weeks. 
But I realized that in order to work in Japan I would have to live a very 
different kind of life. Marc Bloch had compared Japanese medieval soci-
ety to European medieval society, and this interested me. Therefore, it was 
easy to say, “Instead of Japanese medieval history, I’ll do European medi-
eval history.” I was fortunate to get a grant to study at the École des hautes 
études en science sociales in Paris with Jacques Le Goff. He was my advisor, 
but I also took courses with Alain Boureau and Jean-Claude Schmitt. The 
whole milieu of the École was really inspiring. I arrived there not knowing 
very much medieval history or French. Their kindness and helpfulness was 
amazing. I also encountered students from other countries. The École has 
German, Swiss, and all kinds of students. The milieu was inspiring and 
a great place to start. And of course history, as taught at the École, was 
very different from the history, medieval and otherwise, that was done in 
Hungary. I’m not sure if I would have continued medieval history had it 
not been for that start. It confirmed my choice. I learned a lot from a lot 
of people—I couldn’t begin to list all of them. One of the people I should 
mention is Yosef Yerushalmi at Columbia, who unfortunately has died. He 

was an equally inspiring person to encounter. When I was writing my dis-
sertation, Peter Golden was extremely generous with his time and advice. I 
was working on nomads, which is his field of expertise. He was at Rutgers, 
not Columbia, but he was on my dissertation committee. 

ASN: Let’s talk now about the subject of your Kann Lecture. We often define 
ourselves by defining others, and your paper talks about the importance of sin-
gling out people and committing official acts of violence against them as a way 
of shoring up one’s identity as an ethnic group as well as shoring up one’s nation. 
According to the paper, there were three periods in medieval Hungary when the 
relations between Christians and Muslims became the focus of attention.
NB: Yes. The first one is from the late 11th through the 13th century, 
during the early Christian kingdom of Hungary. The first Christian King 
of Hungary started ruling around the year 1000, and between the late 11th-
13th centuries, a very small Muslim minority lived in Hungary. They had 
immigrated over time from different areas, serving the King as merchants 
and as soldiers. The crown created laws aimed at trying to convert the Mus-
lims. The laws were similar in their aim to later Iberian laws aimed at trying 
to convert Jews and Muslims. Both regions created a similar situation, as 
you always do when you force people to convert. You start being suspicious 
about the sincerity of their conversion. Muslims who converted to Christi-
anity but then continued to practice their own rites, as they were called—
ablutions before prayer; fasting, not according to the Christian norms, but 
keeping Ramadan; and certain dietary laws, especially not eating pork—
were targets. The laws, for example, actually required them to eat pork 
when they had guests. The state also tried to break up Muslim communi-
ties. The legislation decreed that former Muslim communities had to build 
a Christian church. Then the village would be split up; half of the people 
had to move somewhere else to live with Christians. There is no way to tell 
how effective this legislation was, but clearly the aim was to disrupt Muslim 
life. It was incredibly intrusive, and aimed at trying to convert or, if you like 
using the modern word, “assimilate” the Muslims. 

ASN: If the Muslim minority was so tiny, why was the state so hostile toward 
it? Was it because the kingdom had been Christianized recently and the rulers 
were insecure?
NB:  Well, the first legislation occurs at the very end of the eleventh and 
the beginning of the twelfth century. On the one hand, King Kálmán issued 
this code, with a prologue—it’s a very long prologue for these laws—that 
basically asks, “Why do we need new laws? Saint Stephen, the first Chris-
tian King of Hungary, already issued laws, so why are we trying to change 
them?” His argument is that conditions are different. The population under 
Stephen was completely barbaric and did not want to be Christian. They 
had to be forced. He uses strong images of Stephen putting “the yoke of 
obedience” on the necks of people. However, by the time of King Kálmán, 
many Christians were willing to die for the faith, so we do not need the 
early laws compelling people to be Christians. At the same time this legisla-
tion and prologue was written, Hungary still had laws prohibiting pagan 
practices—offerings to stones, and sacred springs, and so on. Therefore, it 
seems as if there were some internal disagreement about how Christian 
the kingdom was. Anti-Muslim laws may also have been influenced by the 
ideas that led to the First Crusade. We can see First Crusade ideology in the 
laws. King Kálmán was actually a very learned king who was initially des-
tined for an ecclesiastical career. It is likely that he knew about these trends. 
And of course Pope Urban II made fighting against Muslims in the Levant 
(where the First Crusade went) and the Iberian Peninsula a battle for the 
common Christian cause. That also contributed to portraying Muslims as 
the enemy that you cannot tolerate in your midst. 

ASN: And the second period?
NB: The second period is the late fifteenth century. I’m focusing on one 
particular text, by George of Hungary. By this point, the situation is very 
different from the earlier period. There are recurring wars with the Otto-

continued on page 31
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tímea oláh
talkin’ ‘bout
generations

TÍMEA OLÁH was a Fulbright visiting researcher at Rutgers in fall 
2012. A PhD candidate at the University of Debrecen, Hungary, she 
came to the University of Minnesota’s Immigration History Research 
Center (IHRC) for a week and gave a talk that was cosponsored by 
CAS, IHRC, and Global Studies. Two weeks later, we interviewed her 
via Skype about herself and her scholarship.  

photo: Daniel Pinkerton

by Daniel Pinkerton

ASN: How far along are you in your PhD?
TO: I finished my PhD courses in June. Right now, I’m not even in the 
middle of my dissertation; for these six months, I’ve just been collecting, 
collecting, collecting, and I will need a lot of time to process the material. 

ASN: Why have you been doing this at Rutgers?
TO: I decided to come to New Brunswick, New Jersey, because there is 
a sizeable Hungarian-American community here. They have a Hungarian 
American Foundation with a library and archives, and there are a lot of peo-
ple I can interview. I spend most of my time within the community, going 
to their events, conducting interviews, and doing research in their archives. 
Rutgers University has an excellent library, too, and I work there as well.

ASN: Are you a historian by training? 
TO: No. I majored in English and Cultural and Adult Education Man-
agement. Most Hungarian scholars who do research on Hungarian-Amer-
icans belong to English and American departments instead of history insti-
tutes. Many researchers are historians, yet they belong to these institutes 
instead—probably because of the language. I use theories and approaches 
of sociology, history, and ethnography in order to build a rounded picture. 

ASN: Why did you come to the University of Minnesota’s IHRC—the collec-
tion or the staff and faculty?
TO: On the one hand, I wanted to do some networking. I had a long con-
versation with IHRC director Erika Lee on migration theories, and it 
added a lot to my topic. On the other hand, I knew that there was material 
on Hungarian-Americans in the IHRC archives, and specifically on sec-
ond-generation Hungarian-Americans. Julianna Puskás, a Hungarian his-
torian, did research at the IHRC. At the end of her life, she examined the 
second generation, and I wanted to look into her papers. Her collection is 

scattered, but I did find material to add to my research. Plus other things, 
like correspondence. I made a lot of progress here. 

ASN: Your talk was titled, “Ethnic Identity and Assimilation of Second-Gener-
ation Hungarian-Americans in New Brunswick, New Jersey.” Would that ade-
quately describe your dissertation topic, or is that merely a piece of your entire 
dissertation topic?
TO: This is the topic itself. What I wanted to do was bring in the topic 
and the approaches and give some highlights of how far I’ve gone with the 
research. It’s important to clarify which “second generation” one talks about, 
because there were various waves of Hungarian immigrants to the United 
States. The very first one was after the 1848-49 Revolution and War of 
Independence in Hungary. When Lajos Kossuth, the freedom fighter, came 
to the United States to gain support for the cause of Hungary, about 3,000 
people came with him. And many of those people, now called the Kossuth 
émigrés, settled in the United States and built the first communities. You 
can still find towns named after Kossuth and Buda in the U.S. The largest 
wave of immigration came at the turn of the 20th century. Approximately 
500,000 Hungarian immigrants came. Usually the statistics say 1.5 mil-
lion, but since it was still the old Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, the figures 
are misleading; the majority of those people were not of Hungarian ori-
gin, but were Slovaks, Ruthenians, Romanians, Serbs, Croats, etc. The third 
greater wave of immigrants was the post-World War II immigrants. They 
were displaced persons, many of them part of the intelligentsia who fled 
from the communist system after the Second World War—about 26,000 
people. And there was a fourth wave after the 1956 Revolution against 
communism in Hungary. Approximately 200,000 people left Hungary; 
about 50,000 ended up in the United States. We could also mention a fifth 
wave of Hungarians to the United States that is an ongoing process. Most 
people who decided in the 1980s and after to leave Hungary are economic 
migrants. Today, emigration from Hungary is more focused in the direction 
of the EU, especially Germany and the U. K., rather than the U. S.
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ASN: Which of these periods are included in your dissertation?
TO: Primarily the period from the 1900s to World War II. This is the time 
frame when the children of that immigrant generation were born, grew up, 
and reached their young adult years. I believe that identity is shaped most 
at a young age, and latest until one’s 30s. If someone rejects his ethnic back-
ground at that age, his approach won’t necessarily change later on in the 
course of his life. However, you cannot draw a strict line and finish research 
at the end of World War II, because when you look at individual case stud-
ies and you see their political involvement, it goes beyond that event. The 
established émigres were supporters of the newly arrived immigrants, espe-
cially in New Brunswick. Most of the 1956er refugees were received at 
Camp Kilmer in Piscataway (a town north of New Brunswick), and were 
strongly supported by the older immigrants, because they made the best 
translators, and helped them to transfer to jobs in the United States. They 
also were engaged in political lobbying for the revision of the 1920 Treaty 
of Trianon (when Hungary’s territory was reduced to one third of its origi-
nal size), and against communism. 

ASN: What does an “assimilated” community or family look like as opposed to 
one that retains what you’re calling a Hungarian-American identity?
TO: I’ve been interviewing second-generation people and asking them, 
“What are those specific elements that you find important when you talk 
about your Hungarian identity?” The answer might be different for each 
wave. For the immigrant children whose group I do research on, I would 
say, first of all, they follow their roots in traditions such as specifically Hun-
garian ways of celebrating Christmas, Easter, or commemorating Hungar-
ian national events. Second, they prepare and eat Hungarian food. Third, 
they have a deeply rooted belief in God, so churches are at the center of 
their lives. Fourth, they or their parents maintained relationships with rel-
atives in Hungary. Fifth, obviously, is retaining or learning the language. 
These are the elements that most of my interviewees mentioned. Language 
use seems the most contradictive element to me: is it needed for one to 
feel Hungarian? Many people I interviewed don’t speak Hungarian any 
more, but they identify as Hungarians, and maintain the traditions: they 
eat the food, go to the churches, and support Hungarian causes. I person-
ally believe, though, that when a person is able to speak Hungarian, he or 
she has much more contact points to connect to the old country’s culture. 
Lately travel has become important, too. Those who have the chance to 
travel to Hungary develop stronger ties with the Hungarian soil. There’s a 
whole body of work on the theory of transnationalism that says new ways 
of communication make it much easier to maintain ties with the home-
land—to download a piece of music, to exchange information on what is 
happening in Hungary. Many of the Hungarian-Americans are really aware 
about what is going on there.

ASN: As English becomes more of a lingua franca, is it easier for the second 
generation to keep in touch with what’s going on in Hungary? 
TO: Yes, absolutely. But among Hungarian émigres, it was more important 
for the parents to teach their children to speak Hungarian than for them-
selves to learn English. 

ASN: Are second-generation Hungarians still passing on the language and cul-
ture today in New Brunswick?
TO: Yes, but I would say that not from the group I am writing about, 
because they are now too old. They are in their eighties or older. Still, New 
Brunswick is one of the strongest Hungarian-American communities at 
this point in time. They have a Hungarian-American nursery school, and 
they maintain Saturday and Sunday schools, too. They also have a Hun-
garian-American scouting organization. Scouting was banned in Hungary 
after World War II by the communists, who introduced their “Young Pio-
neers” in its place.Therefore, regular scouting became a bastion for main-
taining Hungarian culture. Even today, if you want to be a Hungarian 
scout, the prerequisite for you is to speak Hungarian. Hungarian scouting 

is strong in a lot of Hungarian-American communities. It was brought in 
by the displaced persons after World War II and taken over by the ’56ers.

ASN: What do people who maintain a strong identification with Hungary 
have in common?
TO: The primary field of socialization is the family. Children main-
tain their identities when their families are strict about maintaining their 
Hun¬garian identity and want them to speak Hungarian at home. How-
ever, the family’s efforts will not be successful without a strong organiza-
tional background. At first, this meant the churches, particularly among the 
immigrants that I write about. This is not as true today. Today, the com-
munities that are able to build or maintain organizations are the ones that 
attract second-generation children—through scouting, community build-
ing, and kinship systems. After all, there comes a point in one’s life when, 
even if his parents did everything for him, the person makes a conscious 
decision about his identity. If immigrants manage to build a community 
where children feel they can be proud of their heritage and enjoy being a 
member, they will identify with it. It also has a huge effect on youngsters 
when being a member provides one with financial or economic advantages. 

ASN: Are you saying that family and economics still remain as good reasons to 
continue to identify as an ethnic group, whereas the church’s influence is waning?
TO: Churches are still the centers of community life. In December I went 
to a Christmas celebration in New Brunswick. The Hungarian dance 
group, the Hungarian orchestra, the scouts, and the whole community 
came together for this gathering, to celebrate together in the Roman Cath-
olic Hungarian church. Religion itself may have lost its strict power, but the 
church still remains a very important space for creating communities. 

ASN: Today, we have not just a first and a second, but a third generation. Are 
you looking at the third generation, too? 
TO: I did interview people from the third generation, too. I don’t neces-
sarily want to go into many details about them, because that would be 
another dissertation. But interestingly enough, the reason why I wanted 
to write about the second generation is because in most of the scholarship 
I read, they are written about as a transitional, almost tragic generation. 
They didn’t feel at home either in their parents’ community or in American 
society. They wanted to hide their Hungarian identity and they didn’t want 
to belong to the Hungarian community. However, based on what I’ve seen 
and heard here this was not the case. The majority of my group’s members 
took it as a matter of fact that they were Hungarian. They were brought up 
in the Hungarian neighborhood, they went to the churches, they went to 
the schools, and many of them didn’t even speak English until they went 
on to high school. It was rather the third generation that lived through this 
change, but not in the tragic sense that the books describe. For instance, 
I talked with a lady who is third generation and she said that her mother 
identified herself as an American with a Hungarian origin, while others 
said that “yes, we are absolutely one hundred percent Hungarian.” But now 
she feels that she is one hundred percent American, as a member of the 
third generation. 

ASN: This suggests that there might be some fluidity in the immigrants’ self-
identification.
TO: The later generations show the most fluidity. I think it does not only 
depend on historical influences, but also on life stages and even on particu-
lar situations. Joane Nagel suggests that people’s creation of an ethnic iden-
tity is like filling a shopping cart. One takes elements from the shelf from 
each culture one thinks one can identify with, internalize, and can ben-
efit from. When a particular situation arises, particular elements of one’s 
identity may come to the forefront. In some situations you might want to 
emphasize your Hungarian identity, while in others you act more like an 
American. v
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Adam Dombovari was the Hungarian Doctoral Research Fellow at the Wirth 
Institute at the University of Alberta, Canada, from 2010-11. After he com-
pleted and defended his dissertation, he stayed on at the Wirth Institute to do 
administrative and scholarly work. Last fall, postdoctoral fellow Andel Starcovic 
interviewed him about himself, his scholarship, and the Wirth Institute. 

AS: Welcome, Adam! Could you tell us how you found out about the Wirth and 
decided to come here?
AD: I was finishing my last year of PhD studies at the Eötvös Loránd Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Humanities (Budapest) in early 2010 when I saw the 
advertisement for the Wirth Institute’s Hungarian Doctoral Research Fel-
lowship on the bulletin board of the Faculty’s Doctoral Office. I was at an 
advanced stage of writing my dissertation but still needed some time to 
wrap it up properly, which would have proved difficult if I started work-
ing full time in Budapest. Gaining international experience seemed like a 
good and practical way to boost one’s resumé. Of course, I always wanted 
to spend some time studying or working abroad and to gain experience in 
a different culture. Part of my family lives in California and I love nature, 
so although I didn’t know much about Edmonton or Alberta, Western 
Canada seemed to be an ideal destination.

AS: What does your research deal with? 
AD: My field of research is political culture and the history of violence in 
the first half of the 19th century, more precisely collective violence and elec-
tions in pre-1848 Hungary in an international context. I use an interdisci-
plinary approach and the tools of history, cultural studies, political science, 
sociolegal studies, and historical anthropology to investigate the nature 
and extent of collective violence in the evolution of liberal parliamentary 
systems and its impact on the rituals of contemporary elections. The trial 
and medical records gave me insight to the strategic planning and social/
psychological aspects of party recruitment and mobilization, including the 
use of bribes and various other methods of coercion, while exploring the 
often brutal and violent nature of such elections. A variety of legal docu-
ments then allowed me to analyze the contemporary political discourse that 
arose and the long and short term regulatory attempts to strip the most 
important democratic political institution of such anomalies. When put 
into an international context, I argue that the ritualistic, fraudulent, and 

violent nature of the institution of elections at the time was strikingly simi-
lar everywhere (including the United States and Canada) regardless of the 
state of “liberal democracy,” up until the introduction of the modern ballot 
in the late 19th century in Australia, which then found its way to North 
America and Europe. 

AS: What made you decide to study this topic?
AD: This is a continuation and expansion of my master’s thesis. I have 
always had a keen interest not only in crime and violence but also in poli-
tics and law, so eventually my supervisor, Dr. Tamás Dobszay, directed 
my attention to the study of notorious elections that proved to be at the 
crossroads of both. At the time I started my research, the theoretical foun-
dations of the discipline of political culture in a Hungarian context were 
more or less laid down and some groundbreaking studies had been pub-
lished. However, these studies dealt with, and the theory was applied to, 
either 18th-century Hungary (the feudal Diet) or Austria-Hungary after 
the compromise of 1867 (a liberal parliamentary system). Instead, I focus 
on the period of transition between the two systems and explore a political 
system and its primary institution that is a mixture of late feudal and early 
liberal elements. 

AS: In what ways did you benefit from being able to work at the Wirth Institute?
AD: In the first year, my fellowship provided me with creative time. The 
University of Alberta’s extensive library collection was of great help to me 
in finding the most recent and relevant literature on the theory and research 
methodology, which I needed in order to satisfy my goal of interdiscipli-
narity. An analysis of the North American, British, French, and German 
elections of the time introduced me to the international contexts of this 
topic. In addition, interacting with fellow postgraduate students and faculty 
members and being able to present my research at international conferences 
all helped me gain valuable feedback and new perspectives on my research.

AS: This is your third year with the Wirth Institute. What projects have you 
been involved in?
AD: After I finished writing my PhD dissertation in the year of the fellow-
ship, the founding and then-director of the Wirth Institute, Franz Szabo, 
offered me the opportunity to assist him with research projects on which 
he was already working. These focused primarily on the Austrian Coun-
cil of State and politics in Hungary (especially in relation to Austria) in 
the 1780s and 1790s. Since then, several other projects have been added 
to my portfolio by the Wirth Institute’s director Joseph Patrouch. Perhaps 
the most important one is a planned exhibition on the Austrian Chancel-
lor Engelbert Dollfuß and the setting up of a related research hub for the 
study of the history of the 1920s and 30s in Austria and Hungary, with 
possible future conferences, etc. In addition to doing research and setting 
up academic connections, I’m still involved with the exciting academic and 
community events of the Institute and I work on further expanding my 
PhD research topic.

AS: You have recently successfully defended your PhD dissertation. How did 
that go?
AD: It went well, but it was a long process and I am genuinely happy to 
have it done. I am thankful for the support I got from friends and co-work-
ers both in Canada and home. I had submitted my dissertation in the fall 
of 2011 but the final exam together with the public defense only took place 
nearly a year after that. The blame is on me, I guess, because my dissertation 
ended up being significantly longer than what is normal in Hungary, so my 
examiners understandably asked for more time to review it. 

AS: What was it like to be back in Hungary for the first time since you left? 
AD: Catching up with friends and family was great. We pretty much picked 
up where we had left off before I moved away. However, the country has 
changed a lot and the overall atmosphere seems to be very dark and hope-
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Stourzh and the nuances of history from page 17

itz. These four constituted the first Jewish Club in Austrian parliamentary 
history. The club’s formation did not result in major legislative victories, 
including the Jewish National Party’s main goal: recognition of Yiddish as 
a legal Umgangssprache and national rights for Habsburg Jews. Indeed, the 
party lost all mandates except Straucher’s in the 1911 election, owing to the 
Zionist failure to replicate its historic agreement with the Ruthenians and 
corruption, including gerrymandering and Jew-on-Jew electoral violence. 
 Galician Zionism, like Zionism elsewhere, remained a fringe political 
movement until the British issued the Balfour Declaration in 1917, Shanes 
concludes, yet it made a formidable contribution to Jewish politicization 
before World War I. He argues that understanding Zionism as an umbrella 
term for a variety of Jewish national ideologies rather than a homogenous 
ideology makes it is easier to reintegrate its history into the European 
framework into which it was born. Moreover, although the Zionist move-
ment in Galicia remained small, the idea of Jewish nationhood influenced 
increasing numbers of Jews in Galicia.  
 This volume desperately needs better copyediting. It is marred by mis-
spellings, inconsistent use of place names, lack of precision in terminology, 
incomplete bibliographical citations and index, and an abbreviated bibliog-
raphy. Stylistic infelicities also render the book more complicated than it 
needs to be. Using Paul Magosci’s excellent map of Galicia in which place 
names are in transliterated Ruthenian/Ukrainian makes it more difficult 
for the non-specialist to locate those towns and cities in the text for which 
Shanes employs the German names. The author’s analysis of Zionism 
in Austria Galicia would have been strengthened by greater attention to 
neighboring Bukovina, with its important Jewish population, and home to 
one of his main historical characters, Straucher. 
 Nevertheless, Shanes has produced a useful political history of Zion-
ism in Austrian Galicia based on numerous primary sources and solidly 
anchored in recent nationalism theory. 

Nancy M. Wingfield  
History, Northern Illinois University

Diaspora Nationalism from page 19

linguistically most daring prose piece here anthologized—and, ostensibly, 
the most apolitical. 
 A transsexual, Schutting describes the work as 

 “a kind of love story between two grownups, who, no matter how much 
they still love each other as adults, have difficulty accepting the fact 
that they never knew each other as children—thus the story of their 
imaginations, how they might have experienced the kinds of things 
together as children which they only recently have found out about 
each other …if only…”  (119) 

 Linguistically ingenious in extreme, not to say parlous, The Morning 
before the Journey firmly establishes this Austrian prose artist’s postmodern 
credentials. 
 Vincent Kling exhaustively analyzes Gert Jonke’s experimental writing 
of 1969, Geometrical Regional Novel, as a “modernist pastoral set in a pre-
industrial society but written in a post-industrial age…”  (153) An elaborate 
interrogation of the implications of the Heimatroman and the Antiheimatro-
man, the novel also borrows on early twentieth-century linguist Fritz Mau-
thner’s interrogation of language as not a vehicle of communication. As a 
result, this novel may be both irritating and beguiling to new readers. 
 Kathrin Röggla’s we never sleep is reviewed here by the novel’s translator 
into English, Rebecca Thomas. Calling we never sleep a “docu-novel,” Thomas 
notes that the jargon of the young businesswomen and young businessmen 
who populate this book is like a confrontation with expressionist poetry. 
Quoting it is perhaps the novel’s “most successful and disturbing technique 
for revealing the dehumanization of the neoliberal mind.” (271) In order 
to maximize their competitive edge, these practitioners of “turbocapialism” 
have made a conscious decision to live with as little sleep as possible. When 
work stops, identity ends.  
 In these essays and others not detailed, this volume demonstrates that 
the chains of the post-1945 silence continue to break and the linguistic 
invention of Austrian authors is undiminished. Indeed, recent Austrian 
prose is properly risky, socially conscientious, and gleefully acute.

Russ Christensen
German Studies, Hamline University

Modern Austrian Prose from p. 18

less for most. I am sure most of us have read about the erosion of  Hungary’s 
democratic institutional balances. My friends all told me about the growing 
tension and how young people are looking for a way to move away. 

AS: How do you see Canada after living in Edmonton for two and a half years? 
How does Canadian life compare to Hungary?
AD: When I moved to Edmonton, I was stunned by the sheer size of every-
thing and by the fact that the city basically stretches out forever because 
there is no natural boundary to stop its expansion. Conversely, when visit-
ing home, everything seemed small in Budapest. It was interesting to expe-
rience how one’s perception of sizes can change but also readjust after a 
couple of days. Hungary is a pretty plain country geographically. Being close 
to the Canadian Rockies has been a new and magical experience. There is 
something very peaceful in the Rockies’ beauty and monumentality. I also 
find Canadian people in general are very friendly and a lot more laid back 
than Hungarians. At the same time they seem to keep to themselves more 
and it is harder to get them to open up. 

AS: What are your plans for the future?
AD: I’m currently looking for and hoping to find a postdoctoral position 
in North America, Europe, or Australia in the field of the history of vio-
lence and/or political culture. If I find one, I hope to be able to expand the 
international and comparative aspects of my research by accessing foreign 
archives and investigating collective violence and elections in other parts of 
the world, e.g. in the U.S., Canada, Europe, or Australia. v   

Adam Dombovari from previous page
tics and ‘National Indifference’ in Late Imperial Austria,” published for the 
first time here. Surprisingly, this essay responds critically to last decade of 
pioneering work on nationalization, language frontiers, and the concept of  
“national indifference” put forward in the widely acclaimed works of Jeremy 
King, Pieter Judson, and Tara Zahra. While the works of these three schol-
ars explicitly have built upon the larger corpus of Stourzh’s scholarship on 
language use and legal rights, Stourzh distances himself from their work: 
“I suggest that it may be useful to turn away for a while from the fasci-
nation of constructed ethnic or national communities and to look at the 
Habsburg empire as a multilingual empire.” (303) Stourzh’s final article is 
therefore fascinating reading for those of us interested in thinking through 
the questions raised by concepts of ethnicization and national indifference 
in the Habsburg Empire. But as he takes issue with the interpretations of 
other scholars, at times through pedantic hair-splitting, he detracts from 
his larger point: language in the Habsburg Monarchy was so multifaceted 
and so much was attached to it, studying it tells us about more than just 
national identity. This is a point worth making, but it is less in contradiction 
to the scholarship of King, Judson, and Zahra than it is made out to be. 
 If we look at this essay from a wider vantage point, it is clear that not 
only a generational shift is taking place between Stourzh’s generation and 
his intellectual descendants, but between Anglo-American scholarship and 
continental scholarship. Stourzh will not have the last word on this subject, 
or Austrian history in general, but he will always be relevant to students and 
scholars of “Old Austria,” because he has done so much to make us think of 
it in its widest possible sense.

John Deak
History, University of Notre Dame
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Meet the 2012-13 Wirth Institute fellows!

Back row (left to right): Andel Starcevic, Jana Stejskalikova, and Ignacy Jozwiak. 
Front row (left to right): Eva-Maria Müller and Eva Zsizsmann.

As regular readers of the 
ASN know, the Wirth Institute 
for Austrian and Central Euro-
pean Studies has a program that 
brings graduate students from 
Central Europe to the Univer-
sity of Alberta, Canada, for a 
year. Doctoral research fellows 
receive a stipend and work part 
time for the Wirth Institute 
while writing or researching 
their dissertations. In addition, 
they often teach and serve as 
the Wirth Institute‘s goodwill 
ambassadors to the ethnic com-
munities of Edmonton, where 
the university is located.

This year’s fellows are as 
varied as their native countries. 
In alphabetical order by coun-
try of origin, we start with the 
fellow from Austria. Eva-Maria 
Müller is a PhD Candidate in 
Literary and Cultural Studies 
at the University of Innsbruck. 
She describes her dissertation 
by first quoting Canadian author Margaret Atwood: “The answers you get 
from literature depend upon the questions you pose.”  

“I am fascinated by what literary texts reveal about societies and their 
culture if one is able to formulate the right questions and look for possible 
answers,” she adds in her own words. She will use the fellowship at the 
Wirth Institute to start her PhD project in postcolonial studies. “My PhD 
thesis attempts to uncover something of what is at stake in the conflation 
of mountain studies, tourism, and postcolonial discourse,” Müller explains. 
“In my dissertation, I analyze the role literature plays in taking possession 
of mountain places by triggering tourist flows on the one hand and claiming 
repossession by criticizing and opposing the use and abuse of the mountain 
on the other.”

Croatia’s Andel Starcevic (author of the interview of Adam Domobovari 
on page 28 of this magazine) is a PhD candidate in linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Zagreb. Starcevic holds an MA in English language and literature 
and Italian language and literature from the University of Zagreb. After 
earning his MA, he worked as a business English teacher and then became 
a research and teaching assistant in the Department of English at the Uni-
versity of Zagreb. His main research interest is sociolinguistics, especially 
bi- and multilingualism, languages in contact/contrast, and language plan-
ning. Two past projects involved the ways in which English has influenced 
Croatian grammar over the past decades and problematic areas in grammar 
for Croatian learners of English. 

“My PhD research focuses on the Croatian community in Edmonton,” 
he says. “In particular, I examine the sociolinguistic factors behind the 
acquisition of English and Croatian, the interaction between the two 
languages in everyday use, and the language shift and the role of language in 
constructions of (national) identity.” As the Croatian Research Fellow, he is 
also a liaison between the local Croatian community and the Institute and 
has recently started teaching a Croatian language course for University of 
Alberta students as a way to further foster linguistic and cultural exchange. 

Jana Stejskalikova, from the Czech Republic, is a PhD candidate at the 
History Department, Faculty of Education, Masaryk University, in Brno. 

As a PhD candidate in the 
Pedagogy of History, she is 
focusing on the Czech history 
curriculum. “In my dissertation 
thesis I am concerned with the 
European dimension in edu-
cation,” she writes. “I assess the 
ambivalent processes through 
which structures of European 
identity and consciousness are 
taking shape and inquire into 
their significance for pedagogical 
practice and contemporary his-
tory texts.” Her Wirth Institute 
Doctoral Research Fellowship 
is not her first experience doing 
research abroad. She completed 
an Erasmus internship at the 
Georg Eckert Institute for Inter-
national Textbook Research 
(Germany, 2012), and was awar-
ded an ÖAD scholarship at the 
University of Vienna in 2011.

Though her primary activity 
at the Wirth Institute is research 
on her dissertation, she will, like 

Starcevic, be teaching a language course (Czech, of course) for students at 
the University of Alberta or members and friends of two local Czech com-
munity organizations (CSSK and SVU).

Éva Zsizsmann, a young scholar from Hungary, is Curator of English 
Books at the National Library of Foreign Literature, Budapest, and  a PhD 
candidate at the English and American Literatures and Cultures Program 
of the University of Szeged. Her field of research is postcolonial studies, 
Canadian literature, and place and memory in contemporary Canadian fic-
tion. She has a special focus on the short stories of Canadian author Alice 
Munro. She has been teaching English for special purposes, doing translati-
ons (literature, humanities, and social sciences), and organizing literary and 
cultural events.

Finally, from Poland, Ignacy Jozwiak is a PhD Candidate at the Gra-
duate School for Social Research, University of Warsaw. For his PhD work, 
he conducted fieldwork in the Transcarpathian District in Ukraine at the 
border with Romania. “The aim of my dissertation,” he writes, “is to use the 
case study of a borderland area to explore how local inhabitants practice 
their territory in the wider context of state borders and politics as applied 
to them. I place it in the wider context of issues related to Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian-Romanian borderland. The state border’s impact on the local 
inhabitants is likely to change with the economic situation in both coun-
tries as well as some bilateral and international regulations like visa regime, 
customs law, or the limits of goods allowed to be carried across the border.  
History and ethnic composition make my case study unique in Ukrainian 
scale, but quite similar to many places in Transylvania, Voivodina, Burgen-
land, Bosnia and Herzegovina, or Kosovo. The results of my study could 
serve as a potential indicator not only for Ukraine and Romania but also for 
other ethnically diverse countries and border regions.” 

At the Wirth Institute, he’ll be writing his dissertation, but he has also 
been a liasion to Edmonton’s various ethnic communities. He has spent 
time with people from the Polish, Czech, Hungarian, and Ukrainian com-
munities, he has appeared on Polish Radio in Edmonton, and he has been 
invited to give a talk at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies.  v
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mans in the Balkans and sometimes within the Kingdom of Hungary. 
George, according to his own account—our only source, so we have to be 
aware of that—was captured by the Ottomans as a young man and taken to 
the Ottoman Empire. He spent twenty years as a slave before being freed, 
at which point he returned to Europe and eventually ended up in Rome 
as a Dominican, and wrote this treatise against the Turks. What is inter-
esting about this text is that he expresses admiration for the Ottomans 
for their social customs—for example, he goes on at length about how 
modest they are, how decent they are, the way their women behave, and 
the decency of their women. He always highlights the Ottoman customs 
as an example of how Christians should live and describes Islam in very 
favorable terms, especially the dervishes that he compares to monks in the 
Christian religion. Therefore at one level this text sounds like a completely 
positive description of the Turks (as he calls them). But then he says, “Yes, 
but all this, of course, is a trick.” They seem to be so perfect, but in fact all 
this is done to mislead the faithful—the Christians—and drag them into 
apostasy, to conversion to Islam, and eventually to damnation. He ties all 
of this to an apocalyptic framework of God fighting the Devil; God on the 
side of the Christians and the Devil on the side of the Muslims. As a result, 
every positive description is turned into its opposite. For example, he says 
that the dervishes who seem to produce miracles are actually possessed by 
the Devil. Their miracles are false miracles, created to convince Christians 
to espouse Islam. And yet, George actually demonstrates what we might 
call the tolerance of the Ottomans. According to George, they did not force 
anybody to convert. They conquered Christian areas of the Balkans, and let 
the population follow whatever religion they wanted. Despite this lack of 
force, they achieved great success in converting people to Islam. 

ASN: What a dirty trick! [both laugh] How much of George’s book is meant to 
chastise Christians who behave poorly?
NB: Some of it, no doubt. But what distinguishes George from some other 
authors who hold up a mirror to non-Christians in order to lecture Chris-
tians is the detail he goes into when he describes Ottoman customs. He 
seems to be genuinely fascinated by Ottoman society, including its religious 
aspects. He describes how he was liberated: He changed hands as a slave 
many times, and his last master somehow befriended him, so they agreed 
that George would serve a certain number of years and be liberated. Many 
scholars assume that George actually converted to Islam, but he claims he 
did not. His ex-master thought he would stay and study, remaining a free 
member of Ottoman society. However, George wanted to return to Europe.  
And when George was planning his return trip, he was going to visit a 
dervish, but he decided not to because he was worried about what would 
happen if he did. He was attracted to Ottoman society because he found 
so many things fascinating and preferable. It seems that he was genuinely 
torn and perhaps worried about choosing Islam and the Turks, and then 
violently rejected that fascination.

ASN: What about the third period you’re examining?
NB: In the third period, that of the partial conquest of the Kingdom of 
Hungary by the Ottomans, I also focus on one particular text, a narra-
tive poem called The Siege of Sziget or The Peril of Sziget. Miklós Zrínyi, a 
nobleman from a Croatian-Hungarian family, wrote it in the 17th century. 
He wrote it about his great grandfather, who had an identical name, who 
defended the southern Hungarian fortress of Sziget against the Ottoman 
siege led by Suleiman the Magnificent in 1566. The actual siege is a his-
torical event, of course, and Suleiman did die there. However, the poem 
has the hero, Zrínyi, killing Suleiman. That was not true. At the end of the 
siege, the Christians defending the fort had sustained great losses, and they 
were waiting for the Imperial Army of the Habsburgs to arrive. The army 
never arrived, so in the end Zrínyi led the remaining warriors out of the 
fort, and they all died in this last battle. The 17th-century Miklós described 
it as very heroic—Christians defending Hungary against the Ottomans. 
What fascinated me about this text was that again there is a description 

of God fighting with the Christians and the Devil fighting with the Turks. 
There is a very long description of one of the Turks conjuring up all these 
evil spirits from Hell, trying to use them against the Christian camp. Yet 
the poem also includes many descriptions of Ottoman bravery and praises 
individual soldiers and even Suleiman himself—not for being Muslims, but 
for their courage and for their wisdom. Therefore, within the text there is an 
interesting conflict. Still, what these texts have in common is an expressed 
hostility towards the Muslims, who are even linked to this great apocalyptic 
battle between God and the Devil. 

ASN:  There’s another part of establishing identity through violence, and that’s 
establishing identity through martyrdom. God is on your side, yet you get slaugh-
tered and go to heaven. In this trope, losing strengthens your identity. 
NB: Yes, there is a great tradition in Hungary of pride in a defeat that 
forges national identity. Zrínyi frames the whole poem along these lines. 
The Ottoman army arrives because of God’s plan—God actually allows the 
Devil to instigate Suleiman to come to Hungary. The whole attack is a pun-
ishment, because God is angry with the Hungarians for breaking all of the 
commandments. Everything that happens during this bloody massacre—
and he goes into really graphic detail about all the bloody physical aspects 
of the battle—is the propitiation of God. This means that Zrínyi’s great-
grandfather, the leader of the defense at Sziget, and his Christian army are 
atoning for the sins of the Hungarians. In the end, the angel Gabriel is sent 
by God to talk to Zrínyi the commander and tell him that he will go to 
heaven. The Christians become martyrs, and that sacrifice is on behalf of 
all the other Christians who are alive. In military terms, the poet changes 
the outcome by saying that Zrínyi killed Suleiman, but the battle is still a 
military loss. At the spiritual and the apocalyptic salvation level, however, 
it’s an absolute triumph. 

ASN: You’re looking at violence as a way to form religious, ethnic, or national 
identity. What do we gain by this knowledge? 
NB: My answer to that—and other answers are possible—is that this is rel-
evant today. When people look at the wars in ex-Yugoslavia, Rwanda, etc., 
they have various explanations to account for these events. One explanation 
is always that these ethnic groups formed historically and they are some-
how prone to hostility. You have to do something to avoid violence because 
it’s natural for these ethnic groups to clash. In Amartya Sen’s recent book on 
violence and identity he argues, very eloquently, that people who advocate 
this kind of violence, as well as some analysts who try to understand it, fall 
into the illusion that people have a singular identity—which tends to be 
religious or ethnic—that somehow overrides everything. Whereas he says 
we all have multiple identities. One could argue along the lines that Sen did 
that if you’re a Muslim, but you are also a Hungarian, and have a profession, 
and interests, you have a composite identity, and one part of that identity 
does not determine everything else. What I found in these texts is that the 
authors knew quite a lot about the composite nature of identity, though 
obviously they didn’t use that vocabulary. Take George of Hungary: he 
knew the Muslims and their customs so well, and in such great detail, and 
was tempted to convert (and perhaps did convert) to Islam. People like that 
are following the model that Sen condemns, espousing a singular identity, 
saying that you must make a choice between being a Christian or a Muslim 
and then behave in a certain way. There’s no possible compromise. So, my 
question was, “why?” If it is an illusion, and I agree with Sen that it is sim-
plistic to present people as having one identity, why is it so attractive? You 
can see why, in today’s world, the people who are called “impresarios of vio-
lence” would foment hatred. They have a lot of political power to gain. But 
why do people in general fall into this illusion, why do they let themselves 
become convinced so easily? I think that is a real question for our world. In 
these cases, it seemed to me that fluidity of identity was rejected because 
it was frightening. Rhetorical or physical violence was a kind of protection 
and safe haven. I’m not advocating this, but I think we have to understand 
it, because similar forces are in operation in our world as well.  v

Nora Berend from page 25
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