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ABOUT THE COVER: Enrico Marsili photographed in 
silhouette against Gooseberry Falls during the fall 2007 CAS 
student trip. Photo by Simon Loidl.

Sometimes a late-breaking news event is so important that I must find a space 
for it. Such an event happened Sunday night, February 24, when The Counter-
feiters, directed and written by Stefan Ruzowitzky, won the Academy Award for 
Best Foreign Film. This marks the first time the honor has been given to an Aus-
trian film in the 80-year history of the Oscars. Below is a picture of Ruzowitzky, 
left, and the chair of the U of M history department, Eric Weitz, right, at a ban-
quet hosted by CAS exactly one week earlier. Congratulations to Austria and its 
award-winning filmmaker. 

Editor’s Note

 Austria was also celebrated in a more traditional way at the 2007 Austria Day 
party. This annual affair, held every October 26, is hosted by Ron and Mary Bos-
rock and Herb and Erika Kahler. Below, former CAS director David F. Good and 
his wife Rosemary enjoy themselves at the party. 

Daniel Pinkerton

Celebrating Austria

Photo by Daniel Pinkerton.

Photo by Daniel Pinkerton.
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All of us in academic life whose work 
depends on research or study abroad 
face increasing pressure to secure 
external grant support. Nonetheless, 
in the welter of announcements for 
scholarships, fellowships, and other 
stipends, it is easy to miss important 
opportunities. Over the last decade, 
the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Education, Science, and Culture, and 
its successor, the Federal Ministry 
of Science and Research (BMWF), 
have developed some excellent pro-
grams of support generally admin-
istered by the Austrian Exchange 
Service (ÖAD), which enable gradu-
ate students and young post-doc-
toral scholars from around the world 
to study and conduct research in 
Austria.  
 Perhaps the widest in their pur-
view are the Ernst Mach Grants, 

which support scholars in the natural and technical sciences, medicine, agricul-
ture and forestry, veterinary medicine, law, economics, humanities, theology, and 
art studies for one to four months of study or research. Doctoral students are 
eligible for a monthly stipend of €940, post-doctoral scholars between thirty and 
thirty-five years of age, €1040. Applicants may not be older than thirty-five years 
of age as of October 1 in the year before the term of the grant. The grant includes 
a tuition exemption for study at any Austrian university, and the ÖAD will find 
housing in Austria for the grantees. There are additional funding opportunities 
under the Ernst Mach Grant program for graduate students and post-doctoral 
scholars from Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 The Lise Meitner Program for Scientists from Abroad encourages foreign sci-
entists and scholars to contribute to the work of Austrian research institutions 
by enabling a highly qualified scientist or scholar in any discipline to work at an 
Austrian research institution for a period of twelve months with the poosibility 
of an additional twelve months. Each grant provides for €58,300 in personnel 
costs per year and €8,000 for travel and materials. Applicants must be aged forty 
or under (allowing for time spent in child rearing) and cannot have already spent 
more than six months in Austria. Applicants must be invited by an Austrian 
research institution and must apply to the Austrian Fonds zur Förderung der 
wissenschaftlichen Forschung (FWF), http://www.fwf.ac.at/, together with an 
Austrian co-applicant.
 The Franz Werfel Grants are directed at university teachers of the German 
language up to thirty-five years of age who focus their research on Austrian liter-
ature. Up to seven new grants are awarded each year with an initial grant period 
of four to nine months and a maximum of eighteen months of support, which 
can be spread out over three years. This grant offers a monthly stipend of €1,040 
and a book allowance of €93 as well as a tuition exemption for study at any Aus-
trian university. This program includes intensive monthly specialist tutorials in 
Austria between October and June and a wide-ranging program of alumni ben-
efits, including annual invitations to conferences on topics in Austrian literature 
and one-month research grants available once every three years. 
 The newest of these programs of support for scholars from outside Austria is 
the Richard Georg Plaschka Scholarship, named in honor of the late professor of 
East European history and former rector of the Vienna University. The BMWF 
awards seven Plaschka Scholarships per year to university faculty who focus on 
Austrian history, enabling them to undertake research projects in Austria for 
an initial period of four to nine months. Stipends are the same amount as the 
Werfel Grant, and the Plaschka Scholarship may also be renewed for up to a 

Letter from the Director CAS
spring 2007
          calendar

Friday January �5, 7:30 p.m. Lecture. Allan T. Kohl, 
Minneapolis College of Art & Design. “The Jugendstil and the 
Wiener Werkstätte Movements.” Ski-U-Mah room, McNamara 
Center.

Thursday, February 7, 3:30 p.m. Lecture. Josef Melchior, 
Political Science, University of Vienna; Schumpeter Fellow, 
Harvard University. “Governing the European Union: Leadership 
Without Leaders?” Ford Room, 710 Social Sciences.

Thursday, February �8, 3:30 p.m. Lecture. Christian Fleck, 
Sociology, University of Graz; Visiting Fulbright Professor, 
University of Minnesota. “Towards a Theory of the Talking 
Class.” Ford Room, 710 Social Sciences Bldg.

Thursday, March 6, 7:30 p.m. Lecture. David Walsh, School of 
Music, University of Minnesota. “Staging Opera in a Eurotrash 
Culture.” Ferguson Hall 225.

Monday, March 10, 3:30 p.m. Lecture. Oliver Rathkolb, Ludwig 
Boltzmann Institute for European History and the Public Sphere; 
University of Vienna. “Reflections on the Anschluß of Austria 
with Nazi Germany.” Wilkins Room, 215 Humphrey Institute.

Tuesday, March 11, 11:30 a.m. Lecture. David Brodbeck, 
Music, University of California, Irvine. “From Prague to Vienna:  
Hanslick and the Music of Smetana.” 280 Ferguson Hall. RSVP to 
CAS at 612-624-9811 for lunch.

Tuesday, March 11, 4:00-5:30 p.m. Dialogue. Musical 
Confrontations in Jewish Studies: Debates and Dialogues no. 1, 
“Cosmopolitanism and Jewish Musical Identity in the Habsburg 
Empire.” A talk with Philip V. Bohlman (University of Chicago) 
and David Brodbeck (University of California at Irvine). 280 
Ferguson Hall. Cosponsored with the Center for Jewish Studies, 
CGES, CHGS, CLA, IAS, School of Music, and others. 

Thursday-Saturday, March �7-�9. International Conference: 
“Social Policy in the New Europe: The Experience of Austria and 
the Smaller EU Members.” Opening Event: March 27, 7:00 p.m., 
McNamara Alumni Center. Conference: March 28-29, Wilkins 
Room, 215 Humphrey Institute.

Thursday, April �, 7:30 p.m. Lecture. Gloria Kaiser, author, 
Graz, Austria. “Mozart: Perspectives from his Correspondence.” 
Wilkins Room, 215 Humphrey Institute.

Monday, April 15, 3:30 p.m. Lecture. Andreas Pribersky, 
Political Science, University of Vienna. “European Memory 
Politics after 1989.” Ford Room, 710 Social Sciences Bldg.

Wednesday, April ��, 12:00 noon. Lecture. Max Haller, 
Sociology, University of Graz. “European Unification as an Elite 
Process.” Ford Room, 710 Social Sciences Bldg.

continued on page 4
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News	from	the	Center

by Daniel Pinkerton 

This fall, the Center for Austrian Studies will host an 
innovative public forum, “Global Climate Change, Sus-
tainable Agriculture, and Bioresources: Challenges, 
Opportunities, and Choices,” September 24-26 on the 
campus of the University of Minnesota.
 The event is funded by Austrian-American “eco-pre-
neur” Horst Rechelbacher and his HR Foundation. 
Rechelbacher has long been a passionate advocate of sus-
tainable agriculture and “green” practices in his personal 
and professional life. 
 The content will, of course, be cutting edge. Public 
and scholarly interest is growing rapidly in global climate 
change and its possible impacts on the planet. Many 
recent public forums have been devoted to these issues. 
Most of them have focused on temperature increases, 
melting ice caps, rising sea level, and the impact on 
humans and other animal species. Researchers are also  
focusing on the potential impacts of climate change on 
bioresources in general and how to assure sustainable 
agriculture in the future. Yet public discussions have not 
focused sharply on the effect of climate change on biore-
sources and sustainable agriculture. 
 This event will mark a departure for CAS. We’ve held 
many scholarly conferences (to which the public is always 
invited and, indeed, attends), but we’ve never brought 
people from such widely differing backgrounds together 
for a public forum. 
 What do we mean by a “public forum”? We mean more 
than two days in which Austrian and American aca-
demic, entrepreneurial, governmental, and nongovern-
mental worlds will engage in a genuine discussion about 
a vital series of interrelated issues. The participants will 
not only share their expertise with each other, but with 
a wide public that is hungry for information about the 
effect global climate change is having on the earth’s bio-
resources and the future of sustainable agriculture. The 
participants will present research results and suggestions 
for action both to the public and to each other in a format 
designed for nonspecialists. The presentations won’t be 
“dumbed down,” but they won’t look or sound like the 
usual academic specialists’ papers, either. Anyone who is 

total of eighteen months of research. Former awardees of the Plaschka Scholarship enjoy a 
series of benefits similar to those of Werfel Grant alumni. 
 ASN readers are, of course, well aware of Austria’s excellent research collections, facilities, 
and universities. Still, the range and generosity of research grants and scholarships that this 
small country of eight million provides for scholars from abroad is truly impressive, and offi-
cers of the BMWF and the ÖAD are constantly working to extend the reach and effectiveness 
of such programs. Information on all of them except the Lise Meitner Program can be found 
in both German and English at: www.oead.ac.at/index.html. Happy grant writing!

Gary B. Cohen

Letter from the Director from page 3
CAS has published a new paper in its Working 
Papers Series, David Gallagher’s “Ovid’s Metamor-
phoses and the Transformation of Metamorphosis 
in Christoph Ransmayr’s novel Die letzte Welt.” It 
is available online at our website, www.cas.umn.
edu, and can be downloaded for free.
 Want to submit a paper based on your work in 
progress? Send an e-mail with a Word file to CAS 
director Gary Cohen at gcohen@umn.edu.

NEW WORKING PAPER!

CAS, HR Foundation present 
innovative fall forum

concerned about the earth, involved in farming, or shops 
at a food coop will want to attend this forum.
 The scope of this forum can easily be grasped when one 
considers the two public lectures that will be part of the 
program. The keynote speaker will be Michael Braungart, 
a European professor and coauthor of the highly influen-
tial Cradle to Cradle: Rethinking the Way We Make Things 
(2002). Will Steger, Minnesota explorer, environmental-
ist, and head of the Steger Foundation, will also give a 
public talk.
 In addition, the Center is partnering with Twin Cit-
ies Public Television for the first time. They will create a 
one-hour documentary featuing excerpts from the forum 
that will be broadcast multiple times over their network, 
reaching tens of thousands of Twin Cities and outstate 
Minnesotans. The public will be able to obtain DVDs 
of the program, and we will offer DVDs to the Austrian 
Radio andTelevision Service (ÖRF).
 Finally, the event is unique because it will feature 
Austrians and Minnesotans coming together to discuss 
these issues. Austria has been a European and worldwide 
leader in researching and implementing “green” practices 
and policy.  Scientists and scholars in Austrian universi-
ties and research institutes have been doing innovative, 
internationally renowned work; Austrian farmers have 
pioneered many forms of organic, sustainable farming; 
nongovernmental research institutes and other organiza-
tions in Austria have been doing vital work; and Austrian 
government officials have been at the forefront of crafting 
environmentally friendly public policy.
 And of course the University of Minnesota is proud 
to be the home of some of North America’s leading 
researchers on the scientific issues, economics, and policy 
questions regarding climate change, sustainable agricul-
ture, and bioresources. The Twin Cities and the state 
of Minnesota are home to important nongovernmental 
organizations whose mission is to work with farmers, 
economists, policymakers, and the public about these 
issues. Moreover, the Minnesota public and its elected 
representatives have shown great support for environ-
mental protection and sustainable production modes.
 More information, including the program, will be 
posted on our website (see URL on p. 2).  Join us!  v
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News	from	the	Center

A WORKSHOP FOR EDUCATORS 
IN SCIENCE & THE HUMANITIES

presented by
THE CENTER FOR AUSTRIAN STUDIES, THE MNSCU CENTER FOR 

TEACHING AND LEARNING, and THE INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL STUDIES

THE ETHICS OF MEDICINE
the power to heal, the power to harm

Medicine is viewed as a healing art, but what happens when, in the name 
of science and medical treatment, experiments and treatments are done on 
humans that cause more harm than good?  
 Even with all we know about the moral and ethical wrong of forcing people 
to undergo inhumane experiments, many injustices continue to be perpetrated 
throughout the world. Such abuses occur when seemingly rational people 
think in an irrational way. This workshop will increase participants’ knowledge 
of the history of scientific research and its ethical, social, legal, and cultural 
consequences. It will include a visit to the Science Museum of Minnesota’s 
exhibit, “Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race,” where participants can 
see the historical evidence of abuse that occurred in Nazi Germany. 
 However, the workshop will focus on a several societies where science was 
used to justify legal discrimination and outright cruelty, including the United 
States. By examining the historical legacy of such experiences, educators 
can learn invaluable lessons and be better equipped to inform, inspire, and 
instruct upcoming generations about the critical consequences of the choices 
they and others make in their everyday lives. 

Participants will earn 15 CEU credits. 

APRIl 11-12 
INvER HIllS COMMUNITy COllEGE
2500 East 80th Street, Inver Grove Heights, MN

REGISTRATION FEE:  $50 
Includes Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, instruc-
tional materials, admission & transportation to 
the exhibit “Deadly Medicine” at the Science Mu-
seum of Minnesota, and 15 CEU credits. Payment 
by check only. Payable to: Center for Austrian 
Studies. Send to: CAS, 314 Social Sciences Bldg., 
267 19th Avenue S., Minneapolis  MN  55455.

REGISTRATION:  
Register online at  www.igs.cla.umn.edu/
outreach and click on “Professional Programs.” 
Deadline: April 6.

CONTACT: 
Linda Andrean, 612-624-7015, casahy@umn.edu

AGENDA
Friday, April 11, �008
1:00 p.m.  Registration
1:30 Orientation to the Workshop Goals
1:45 Introduction: Stephen Feinberg, U.S. Holocaust Museum, Washington, D.C.
2:15  Keynote speaker: Professor John Eyler, history of medicine, U of MN
3:00 Question and answer session
4:00 Personal testimonial by Eva Kor, a survivor of Nazi experimentation
6:00       Dinner (provided)
7:30       Panel discussion: Stephen Feinstein, Director, Center for Holocaust    
  & Genocide Studies, U of MN; Dr. Robert O. Fisch, retired U of MN    
  pediatrician and Holocaust survivor; Eva Kor; Stephen Feinberg 

Saturday, April 1�, �008
8:30 a.m.  Meet at Inver Hills Community College, bus to Science Museum of    
  Minnesota (St. Paul)
9:00 Arrive at museum and begin tour
12:00 Return to campus and lunch (provided)
  Poster sessions & community organization information tables
1:00 p.m. Lesson plan workshop

Ends at approximately 4:30 p.m.

Above: Calipers used by Dr. Josef Wastl, 
a Nazi anthropologist, to measure heads, 

determine “racial” origins, and decide 
who should go to the death camps.
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mary

gluck

ASN: It must have been difficult to leave Budapest as a young person.
MG: For me it was an adventure. I was about eight and a half or nine, and I loved 
every moment of it. But not so for my family, who found it a very difficult decision 
to leave. My father was older, he didn’t have a marketable profession in the West, 
and he knew that he would have a hard time adjusting. And by the time they made 
the decision, the borders were closing down, so we had to cross illegally. We hired 
three men, local people, in a border town, who took us across cornfields until we hit 
Austria, where there was a station for refugees. It was a border crossing at midnight 
with the fear that the Russians, who were patrolling the border, would catch us and 
return us to Budapest. It was scary, but for a kid it was a huge adventure. My family 
decided not to stay in the refugee camp, but to go directly to Vienna—and it was 
Vienna at Christmas, so it was just like a fairy tale for a kid who grew up in Stalinist 
Eastern Europe. I still remember the sense of affluence and the sense of brightness 
and privilege it exuded—the exact opposite of Budapest. When we left Budapest in 
late November, the city was completely destroyed. I remember taking a cab to the 
East Railway Station, and all the buildings’ façades were basically shot away and you 
could see the inside of the apartment buildings like doll houses. I remember seeing 
a piano that was suspended between two floors. It was a horrendous scene, and in 
contrast Vienna, all decked out for Christmas, was absolutely magical.

ASN: Many of the Hungarian refugees came to the United States. What made your 
father pick Canada instead? 
MG: By the time we were looking for a place that would receive us, the US was 
closing down its borders. My father was 56, a merchant, a businessman, so we just 
couldn’t get a visa to the US. Canada was the second choice. We would have pre-
ferred the US, because we had relatives who settled in Chicago. Yet Toronto had a 
huge Hungarian community, and twelve years later, it gained a substantial number of 
Czech and Slovak refugees after the Soviet invasion of 1968. It was a welcoming city 
for East European refugees.

ASN: How did you get interested in popular culture as a historical subject?
MG: That’s a big question. (laughs) It’s been part of my professional life for the last 15 
years. It’s the matrix of experience within which people live their everyday lives, and 
it’s very revealing. It gives you access to all kinds of things that high culture doesn’t, 
and by high culture I don’t mean just elite aesthetics but also ideology and politics. 
Traditionally popular culture was seen as inferior to high culture, but during the post-
modern period—1990 to about 2000—the tendency, particularly in cultural studies, 
was to celebrate popular culture as the realm of self-realization and resistance, which 
can sometimes be as condescending as ignoring it. I am attempting to see popular 
culture realistically and not as the great solution to the problems of society. That’s a 
challenge for me, because I was very caught up in cultural studies in the 1990s.

ASN: What are the origins of the Jewish cabaret scene?
MG: It’s a complicated phenomenon, especially if you start where I start, which is the 
1860’s with the Ausgleich, Jewish emancipation, the growth of urban capitalist cul-
ture, and the growth of anti-Semitism. What attracts me to humor as a quintessential 
example of the positive potential of popular culture is its countercultural possibilities. 
It goes parallel to official culture and it challenges it, but it never replaces it. And by 
counterculture, I mean the concept that Richard Terdiman used in Discourse/Coun-
ter-Discourse. It’s a counter-discourse that reimagines the parameters of the world in 
the context of a broader world that sees it very differently. This is not mainstream 
culture, and most people in modern societies are ambivalent about counterdiscourses 
or countercultures. They may participate in it, but they still acknowledge the primacy 
of official culture. For liberal Jews, especially those Jews in Budapest who were first-
generation middle-class assimilated Hungarians, this kind of counterdiscursive phe-
nomenon in cabaret humor was liberating yet deeply embarrassing and problematic. 
It was vulgar, transgressive, disreputable, scandalous. For respectable middle-class 
Jews who saw themselves in terms of “Bildung,” the world of music halls and Jewish 
humor was something that was problematic, to put it mildly. But they participated in 
it, as we all do. We live in many different worlds and we may not acknowledge that 
we spend our evenings watching television, but we do.  

ASN: Was it embarrassing for Jews who were newly arrived in the middle class to find 
themselves as targets of this humor?

the countercultural 
possibilities of 
Hungarian-Jewish 
popular culture

Mary Gluck smiles broadly, laughs often. And 
why not? Born in Budapest, she emigrated to 
Toronto as a child when her family fled the 
aftermath of the failed Hungarian revolution 
of 1956. After obtaining an undergraduate 
degree in Toronto, she studied with István 
Deák at Columbia University. Since earning 
her PhD, she has been teaching happily at 
Brown University. She presented the 2007 
Kann Lecture, entitled “Jewish Humor and 
Popular Culture in Fin-de-Siècle Budapest.” 
The afternoon of her lecture, she spoke with 
passion and, yes, humor, to ASN. 

Interview by Daniel Pinkerton
Photo by Simon Loidl
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MG: Yes, but I would stress that for 19th-century liberal middle-class 
Budapest Jews, this was a perfectly natural and acceptable cultural form. It’s 
only when anti-Semitism becomes a real threat—from the 1920’s on—that 
self-parodic Jewish humor becomes deeply threatening, because it seems to 
reproduce indiscriminately the stereotypes of anti-Semites. In my lecture, I 
quote Aladár Koml�s, who makes a powerful case that this is a travesty and�s, who makes a powerful case that this is a travesty ands, who makes a powerful case that this is a travesty and 
this is terribly dangerous. But that’s a 20th-century phenomenon; in the 
19th century, Jews felt more flexible and more at ease with their identities. 

ASN: What did Budapest gentiles think of the music halls?
MG: The music halls, or Orpheums, as they were called, were of several 
types. The most disreputable ones, called zengerei, were located mostly in 
the Király utca, the main thoroughfare in the 7th district. The audiences 
would be mostly local lower middle-class Jews and artisans who would go 
and amuse themselves. Gradually these music halls became more elaborate 
and more luxurious, and began to attract a more and more heterogeneous 
audience. By 1894, the Somossy Establishment, the most luxurious and 
elaborate Orpheum in Budapest, attracted a mixed audience. So these places 
of commercial entertainment started off as Jewish local vaudeville halls, and 
they become part of the entertainment culture of the capital. On the other 
end of the spectrum of respectability from the zengerei was the cabaret. 
The cabaret was established by the end of 1907, and it used many of the 
elements of music halls, but also injected elements of high culture—even 
avant-garde culture—into performances. For example, performers made an 
effort to read poetry and poetry was performed in musical form. And in the 
audience you would have bankers, politicians, royalty, foreign dignitaries, 
and all kinds of intellectuals. So cabaret was the most reputable, but even 
the cabaret wasn’t really reputable, partly because this new form of enter-
tainment was Jewish-identified and located in the 6th and 7th districts of 
Budapest. But it became a modern phenomenon that defined the whole 
capital. In fact, it went beyond the capital. The provincial towns were also 
quite aware of musical entertainment. I’ve read accounts of people from a 
small town taking the train to Budapest, taking in a show, and taking the 
midnight train back. So these places of entertainment really made a spec-
tacular impact.

ASN: Did content change as Jewish entertainment evolved from vaudeville to 
the Orpheums?
MG: Of course it did, but I don’t know enough about these places yet to 
really know what their programming was like. We do have access to con-
tent in a certain period because there’s a journal called Mulat�k Lapja�k Lapjak Lapja, the 
journal of revelers or carousers. It gives the program for every music hall in 
Budapest from the 1890s through the early 20th century, so you can figure 
some things out. Some music halls were very explicitly associated with 
Jewish humor and with Yiddish. These tended to bring in Yiddish-speaking 
troupes, particularly from Galicia and Poland. There were other Orpheums 
that were much more secular and much less identified with Jewish themes. 
For instance, the Somossy, which was the big luxurious showplace, would 
not necessarily specialize in Jewish humor. There would always be Jewish 
comics in all of these places, but the more luxurious and expensive ones 
would be much more interested in importing shows from abroad. There 
was a tremendous openness to performers. The Somossy and its com-
petitors spent a fortune getting stars from France, Germany, England, and 
sometimes even from the United States to come to Budapest and bring 
their acrobatic acts, chorus girls, and so forth. It was very hard to make a 
profit. Most of these Orpheum impresarios were bankrupted.

ASN: Would the Jewish comics soften their crude stereotypes?
MG: Not necessarily. The Kék Macska, the most intellectually reputable 
place, still had a skit of a Jewish woman in a coffeehouse torturing her hus-
band, as I said in the Kann lecture. So they still performed skits of lower 
middle-class Jewish life. However, they would certainly clean up some of 
the more vulgar humor.

ASN: In the 20th century, people began to protest against self-deprecating 
Jewish stereotypes. What was the defense of them?
MG: Actually, this conflict wasn’t articulated. I’m making a cultural issue 
out of it. I think that what happened from the 1920s on is that Jewish jokes 
continued, but totally within the Jewish community. Jews retained the right 
to tell jokes about themselves, but they refused to give that right to other 
people. It’s like the Seinfeld episode about the dentist who converts to Juda-
ism so he can tell Jewish jokes. The same debate that I have encountered 
among Hungarian Jews happens in every ethnic group. For example, it’s 
very striking that African-Americans had a rich tradition of self-parodic 
humor that was eventually rejected by the black middle class as unaccept-
able. If I have an animus against any group in this piece, it’s against the 
middle class with its notions of propriety, denial, and suppression—social, 
psychological, and intellectual.

ASN: The middle class always wants to distance itself from the poor and the 
working class. 
MG: Absolutely. They quite understandably want to distance themselves 
from the world that they came from. They want to blend in. They do not 
want to be isolated as different. What they desperately want is for difference 
to be erased, and humor refuses to do that. Humor exaggerates difference. 

ASN: The Jewish middle class was also in desperate need of acceptance by those 
in power.
MG: Yes. Jews were spectacularly successful economically, but they had tre-
mendous problems with social integration. They were allowed to occupy 
very important economic and professional positions in society; I don’t know 
the exact figures, but they’re spectacular. About half of the doctors and law-
yers in Budapest were Jews; the wholesalers were 70-80% Jewish. Many 
journalists in Budapest were Jewish or of Jewish origins. But their accep-
tance within Hungarian Christian culture was always limited; they were 
always stigmatized. It was a very fraught and explosive situation, which is 
culturally very interesting for the historian.

ASN: It must have been frustrating to hold these positions and yet not be 
accepted.
MG: That’s right. They endured constant social slights, social exclusions, 
and the Jewish press frequently published interesting pieces about what to 
do when the Jewish question comes up in a salon. Let’s say a middle-class 
Jew happens to be in mixed company and people start to disparage Jews. 
What should a Jew do? 

ASN: What was the answer?
MG: Interestingly, the advice was to maintain your self-respect, affirm your-
self as a person, but don’t make a fuss, and don’t disrupt the company. If it 
gets bad, then just leave. In other words, as a middle-class Hungarian you 
don’t want to be too “sensitive”—this is a word that’s often used—yet you 
owe it to yourself to indicate in some way that this speech is offensive. The 
concept that keeps recurring in my mind is that being a middle-class Jew in 
late 19th-century Hungarian society was comparable to being an African-
American in a certain era. It’s the same pressure: everyone knew who was a 
Jew, but you had to pretend that you didn’t. Therefore, to be a Jew in some 
fundamental way was a kind of social pathology, but society couldn’t really 
express it that way. The pressures of Hungarian Jews’ passing in the late 
19th century are very similar to gender and racial passing in this country.

ASN: The humor in the music halls was the opposite of passive resistance.
MG: Absolutely. You could see how liberating that was; Jews could act 
out their Jewishness in cabarets, whereas in polite, respectable society it 
couldn’t be mentioned. And those two worlds need to be reconnected if we 
are to understand the real importance of music hall culture. If we only look 
at it as a kind of disreputable, scandalous place of entertainment, we can’t 
understand its true cultural and social importance. We have to reintegrate 

continued on page 24
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Coming soon from Cambridge University Press!

Twenty-Third Annual 
Robert A. Kann Memorial Lecture

Jewish Humor and Popular Culture in Fin-de-
Siècle Budapest 
 by Mary Gluck    
   

Articles

Haydn’s Creation and Enlightenment Theology
by Mark Berry

Constructing a Polish Landscape: The Example of 
the Carpathian Frontier
 by Patrice M. Dabrowski   

“Soul Is But Harmony”: David Josef Bach and the 
Workers’ Symphony Concert Association, 1905-
1918
 by Jonathan Koehler   
      
Man, Woman, Artist? Rethinking the Muse in 
Vienna 1900

by Megan Brandow-Faller   
     
The Husbandman: Tomáš Masaryk’s Leader Cult 
in Interwar Czechoslovakia
 by Andrea Orzoff    
     
Despair unto Death? Attempted Suicide in Early 
1930s Vienna
 by William Bowman    
     
Screening Transcendence: Austria’s Emigrantenfilm 
and the Construction of an Austrofascist Identity 
in Singende Jugend
 by Robert von Dassanowsky

plus 40 book reviews

 AUSTRIAN HISTORY 
YEARBOOK

VOLUME XXXIX • 2008
contents

Founded in 1965 by R. John Rath, the Austrian History Yearbook remains the 
only English-language peer-reviewed journal devoted to the history of the 
territories in Central Europe that were formerly under Habsburg rule and now 
comprise the modern states of Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and parts of Italy, Poland, Ukraine, 
Romania, and Serbia.

 Executive editor: Gary B. Cohen, University of Minnesota
 Editor: Pieter Judson, Swarthmore College
 Associate editor: Margarete Grandner, University of Vienna
 Book review editor: Daniel Unowsky, University of Memphis
 
PRICES: North America   Rest of World
 Institutions bundled (print and online) $95 £52
 Institutions online only $85 £47
 Individuals bundled (print and online) $40 £22
 Members of Habsburg H-Net list & CGCEH $35 £19/€26
 Students & retired faculty $20 £11/€15

It’s easy to order the AHY 
online from Cambridge 
Journals! Just go to:
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CAS student news

Fall is a lovely time in Minnesota, especially with the 
leaves turning such beautiful colors. It is the perfect 
time to take trips around Minnesota. It is also the 
time of year when the cool crisp air gets people ener-
gized and eager to do things before winter sets in. 
Foreign students who have just arrived are eager to 
find out about the place they have come to. This fall 
an enthusiastic group set out to explore Minnesota 
through the two trips we undertook.
 As in previous years. the first trip was to Duluth 
and Gooseberry Falls. We were fortunate in having 
a good day to make the trip. We drove a comfort-
able university van for three hours to Duluth. When 
we arrived, we ate lunch at a wonderful little Italian 
restaurant on the harbor. Duluth is an international 
port, and in the summer Lake Superior is busy with 
ocean-going vessels. In the fall, there is always at least 
one large vessel going through the channel, so we can 
watch the aerial bridge ascend and descend, and can 
stand amazingly close to the ships coming or going 
from the port. After that, we went farther north to 
Gooseberry Falls, about an hour’s drive north of 
Duluth. In the past few years, we have had the park 
at the falls to ourselves. This year it looked as if the 
entire state of Minnesota had decided to go to the 
falls that day. The weather was ideal for making the 
hike from the falls to Lake Superior. As usual, when 
we reached the lake, everyone was surprised by the 
size of Superior. There is no visible shoreline on the 
horizon.
 The second trip this year was to New Ulm, a very 
German town in the heartland of Minnesota. New 
Ulm was founded by German immigrants in 1854. 
Visitors are surprised that even today the town has 
such a strong German influence. We were fortunate 
to have George Glotzbach as a local guide. He is 
very active in the community and had many interest-

ing insights to offer. Before we met with George, we 
stopped at New Ulm’s local brewery (August Schell) 
on the edge of town.  After checking out the brewery, 
we returned to the German restaurant in town for 
lunch and our meeting with George.  He took us on a 
tour of the history museum. It records both the his-
tory of Minnesota’s settlement by European immi-
grants and their conflict with the Indian population. 
 There were two student events prior to these trips.  
The first was the annual “painting the bridge” and this 
year it was Simon Loidl’s turn to pick a theme and do 
the work. You can see him in action in the Fall 2007 
ASN, p. 9. The entire campus participates in this 
activity. The signs provide an excellent opportunity 
for pedestrians crossing the enclosed bridge to see the 
variety of sponsored organizations on campus.
 We also held our traditional fall kick-off event, the 
pizza party in September shortly after the semester 
starts. We had a large, lively turnout, with several 
countries represented, including Austria, Germany, 
Italy, and the Czech Republic. Simon made attractive 
displays to illustrate some of the activities we have 
done with the students in the past. 
 The last event of the semester was again the deli-
cious dinner put on by Erika and Herb Kahler on 
Nikolaus Day. This is not just a student activity, but 
an opportunity for University of Minnesota faculty 
on the CAS Advisory Committee to come and meet 
students and faculty from the Central European 
community. Erika once again brought the “Nikolaus 
and Krampus” bags back from Austria and filled 
them with fruit, nuts and chocolate to be handed 
out by none other than Nikolaus himself. We are  
very grateful to the Kahlers for the time, effort, and 
expense they put into making the evening such a suc-
cessful event for the Center.

Linda Andrean

 Barbara Lamm, a psychology major, 
is the recipient of the 2007-08 exchange 
scholarship between our university and 
the University of Salzburg. 
 The youngest of three children, Bar-
bara grew up on a farm in Allhaming, 
Austria. In June 2003, Barbara graduated 
from a private business school directed by 
Franciscan nuns in Wels, Austria. After 
graduation, she enrolled in the Univer-
sity of Salzburg’s psychology program.
 A friend of Barbara’s was an exchange 
student at Minnesota last year. He 
enjoyed the experience, and his enthusi-
asm was infectious. Barbara decided she 
had to come to see what it was all about. 
 When she arrived in Minnesota, the 
open, friendly people made an imme-
diate and positive impression. Barbara 
likes the combination of a big campus, 
the proximity to downtown Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, and the fact that there is so 
much nature within the city.  During fall 
semester, she attended several cultural 
events, including an opera in St. Paul. 
 Barbara has been active at the sports 
center on campus, has traveled to New 
York, Florida, South Dakota, Las Vegas, 
and the Grand Canyon, and went camp-
ing on the north shore of Lake Superior.  
Yet she was on the CLA Dean’s List for 
academic achievement last semester.  
 In spring semester 2008, she will be 
an intern at Human Resource Research 
Organization, which she is eagerly look-
ing forward to. The company has an office 
on campus where she will be involved in 
research and analysis. 

Linda Andrean

spotlight: Barbara Lamm
Above left, the student trip to Duluth and Gooseberry Falls. Above right, Barbara Lamm. Photos: Linda Andrean.
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grade, a school would have to offer those classes, 
too. 

ASN: Are university theological faculties interde-
nominational?
KR: No. They are all denominational faculties. 
In Graz, as well as other Austrian universities 
like Innsbruck, Vienna, and Salzburg, they have 
Catholic theological faculties, and there is one 
Lutheran evangelische faculty in Vienna. Until 
the 1960s or 1970s, theological faculties were to 
a large degree responsible for the education of 
future clergy. Then the number of clergy declined 
rapidly, and lay people, including women, became 
more important in the Catholic church. Most 
of the religious teachers in schools, who had 
formerly been priests, are now lay people. The 
structure of the faculty changed too; in former 
times there were only priests, but now we have, at 
the most, three or four priests. The vast majority 
of the faculty is lay people, and educating future 
clergy is only one of the many things that we do. 

ASN: So there you are, an all-Catholic institution 
funded by the state. Do Austrians still accept this? 
KR: Yes and no. Theological faculties are under 
attack from two sides. On the one side, some 
liberal-minded people either don’t want state 
religious schools at all, or say we need to have 
interdenominational faculties or schools of reli-

gious studies where religion is a subject, yes, but 
not bound to any denomination. On the other 
hand, some conservative Catholics say these lib-
eral-minded theologians at the university level 
teach all kinds of modern stuff that leads students 
away from the true faith. So both conservatives 
and liberals complain. Teaching in a department 
of theology in Austria is a bit like sitting on the 
fence. When I completed my Habilitation, I met 
the university’s condition for tenure. But I also 
had to go to the local bishop, who had to give his 
approval for me to get tenure. In theory, he could 
have said, “Doctor Remele doesn’t believe in an 
important doctrine, and that’s a danger for our 
students,” and I would have been in trouble. But 
we had a very pleasant conversation and there 
were no problems at all.

ASN: Once the bishop accepts you, do you have 
tenure? Or can he still say, “He’s been speaking out 
against established doctrines, and we want the uni-
versity to fire him”?
KR: That’s a contested area. In order to get 
tenure from the university as a professor of 
Catholic theology one has get the ecclesiastical 
approval, either from the local bishop or from 
Rome. If this approval is withdrawn, the situa-
tion gets complex and muddy. If the tenured pro-
fessor has been given civil service status by the 
state, he or she must be employed in some func-
tion by the university, even if his or her church 
approval were taken back. The professor could 
remain at the school of theology, but the church 
can say he or she is not eligible to examine stu-
dents. Therefore, the professor could teach but 
couldn’t be employed for the education of future 
religion teachers and clergy. A professor who is 
doing, let’s say, canon law, could be moved to the 
judicial faculty, but of course they would have to 
take him. So it’s a complicated situation that has 
mainly historical roots, and I think it’s unique to 
German-speaking countries.

ASN: At one point, you worked directly for the 
church.
KR: Yes. At the end of my studies at Graz, 
I wanted to go abroad for various reasons. I 
wanted to go to the University of Münster, where 
they had very good professors, including Profes-
sor Metz, who is a so-called political theologian, 
and was very close to the liberation theologians 
in Latin America. But my future wife worked 
at Bochum University, so I went there instead. I 

Kurt Remele,

Kurt Remele, professor of Catholic 
theology at the University of Graz, 
is well traveled. Born in Bruck an 
der Mur, Austria, he spent a year 
of high school in Ogden, Utah. He 
worked and studied in Bochum, 
Germany for seven years before 
accepting a professorship at Graz. 
Perhaps that’s why much of his 
work on ethics and the concept 
of Christian self-love challenges 
dominant Catholic thinking. Remele 
spent fall semester teaching in the 
University of Minnesota’s philosophy 
department and gave a CAS lecture, 
“Is Faith-Based Morality in Need of 
Psychotherapy?” A few days later, 
he talked with ASN.

ASN: Tell us about the relationship of religion and 
state, particularly in the educational system, which 
is very different in Austria than it is here.
KR: There has been a long history of education 
that was established by the Catholic Church. 
All the schools were church schools, and it was 
not until the 18th century, when Maria Theresia 
ruled Austria, that education became the prime 
responsibility of the state. The number of Cath-
olics has been declining in Austria for decades. 
Around 1950, Austria was about 90% Catholic; 
now it’s down to around 70%, and still gradu-
ally declining. Of course, Catholicism is still 
very present in Austrian culture and in the laws 
that govern the relationship between church and 
state. For example, we have religion classes in all 
schools from elementary to high school.

ASN: Are all religion classes Catholic?
KR: Traditionally they were, with a few Lutheran 
classes in some areas. Now, because of the many 
Muslim people moving here, Islam is the second-
largest religion in some parts of Austria, includ-
ing Vienna. According to Austrian law, schools 
must offer religion classes for Muslim children. 
If there were at least three Jewish or Mormon or 
Buddhist children in all the classes of the same 

Interview & photo 
by Daniel Pinkerton
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finished my studies in Austria and got a job in Bochum as an assistant pro-
fessor. This was my first job at a university, and I stayed there for five years. 
But the employment situation in Germany was bad. You could only get a 
contract for five years, and it didn’t matter if you wrote a hundred books 
during that time (and I did not). And so, at the end of that time, I had to 
look for something else. I was happy to find work in an institution that 
would be called a community college in the US. It was run by the church, 
and covered the issues of society and politics, religions and the Church. So 
we mostly did what is called traditional Catholic social teaching or Catholic 
social thought—social problems from the view of Catholic doctrine. We 
started from the encyclicals or papal documents on the labor movement 
at the end of the nineteenth century. I did this for almost two years. I had 
some freedom, nice colleagues, and I enjoyed it. But then I had an offer in 
Austria, to go there as an assistant professor, write my Habilitation, and 
become tenured. I didn’t know if that would happen, and I had to think for 
a long time. Should I go to Graz or stay in this community college? Well, 
you know what I decided to do, and it turned out well. I finally got tenured 
at the age of around forty-five.

ASN: Slow but steady wins the race.
KR: (laughs) Exactly! But I enjoyed teaching in this community college. 
At first, I used the lecture notes from my five years at the university, and 
I noticed that when I was reading from them, my students—people from 
parishes who wanted some information—were listening for perhaps three 
minutes and then tuning out. It was too complicated for them. I had to 
adjust, to use more specific examples, and to connect what I was talking 
about to their life experience. It was an educational experience for me. To 
this day, I’m still doing what I learned during that time: not just speaking on 
an abstract level, but connecting with students and their life experiences.

ASN: Let’s get to the substance of your talk. Where has the concept of self-love 
traditionally fit (or nor fit) in Christian teachings?
KR: Self-love is a term that carries lots of connotations. For much of Chris-
tianity’s 2,000-year history, it had a negative connotation, especially among 
the ascetics. It was put on the same level as selfishness, and it had to be 
avoided. But this leads to a kind of self-denial or disrespect for your own 
person that may not be morally and psychologically healthy. How can you 
love others when you don’t have a certain respect for yourself? The fun-
damental commandment is: love thy neighbor as thyself. Not “instead of 
yourself,” but “as yourself.” So apparently there is self-love in Christianity. 
Yet many people don’t respect themselves, and treat themselves badly, some-
times in ways that are hidden from other people. 

ASN: Give us an example.
KR: People who are depressed and who have difficulty in accepting them-
selves as they are. People who have problems with alcoholism or substance 
abuse, both of which might be connected with low self-esteem. I don’t par-
ticularly like the term “self-esteem.” I prefer the terms “self-love,” “self-accep-
tance,” and, most of all, “self-respect.”
 
ASN: In your lecture, you talked about subtler messages Christianity gives—
“have mercy on me, a miserable sinner,” or “There is no health in us,” or the 
doctrine of original sin—that tell us we should not respect ourselves. 
KR: The doctrine of original sin is complex. Theologians have tried to make 
sense of it and explain it in different ways. Some of the Protestant traditions 
have a worse picture of human nature than the Catholic tradition. Calvin 
essentially says that man is totally corrupted, and it’s just by the grace of 
God that he can escape. In the evangelical movement, you are expected to 
admit that you are a wholly corrupted being, and only if you give your life 
over to Christ can you be saved. You are nothing; only God’s grace, which 
comes from outside, can save you, and there is no good in your self. 

ASN: How does the Catholic tradition differ?
KR: The Catholic tradition says that man is wounded, but not totally 

corrupt. That has several implications. As a social ethicist I would like to 
emphasize the social aspect: we are born in the context of a community 
and a society where not everything is perfect. From the beginning, there is 
sin in this world, egoism, and hate, and the simple failings of people who 
don’t do the right thing. On the other hand, the world has people who care 
about each other, who are not corrupt and selfish, and who manage to do 
the right thing. 

ASN: Both are true.
KR: Yes, but traditionally, only the negative side has been emphasized in 
Christianity, in order to make human beings smaller and Jesus and God 
greater. But as one theologian I mentioned, the Dutch Dominican friar 
Edward Schilebeeckx, has said, we should say that human beings are some-
thing special, and something good and beautiful. God wants human beings 
to succeed, to have a good life, and to be happy. He isn’t interested in having 
us feel small and worthless. What kind of God would that be? Church doc-
trine teaches that God is like a good father. There is always some conflict 
between a father and his children, but in the end, a good father wants his 
children to be happy, and not helpless, frustrated imbeciles. That would be 
a kind of father who needs some psychotherapy! (laughs)

ASN: In some churches, the doctrine is that you should not just love God, but 
that you should fear God.
KR: Yes, but partly because of the influence of psychology and a more 
subtle approach to religious studies and the psychology of religion, most 
Christians realize that the fear of God is really not a healthy emotion. Only 
the really fundamentalist or conservative clergy mention it any more. You’re 
really not told to fear God too often in churches any more. We realize that 
God is unconditional love. 

ASN: If, as you say, Christian morality is in need of some psychotherapy, has 
any of it that’s been offered to Christianity been taken?
KR: It’s a very diverse phenomenon, and you have all kinds of reactions 
to the rise of psychotherapy in Christian churches. On the one hand, you 
have those people who have taken parts of it over in a very superficial way. 
I talked briefly about people like Norman Vincent Peale and other, mainly 
Protestant, ministers, who said you just have to think positive thoughts and 
your life will be successful. This, of course, is simplistic, inaccurate psychol-
ogy that serious psychologists and psychotherapists would question.

ASN: I still see it on bumper stickers: “Visualize world peace.”
KR: Peale was worse than that. Studies on his writings and sermons show 
that he never talked about social problems or about the Holocaust. He just 
talked about businessmen thinking positive thoughts and succeeding in 
business—using Bible verses to help them sell their stuff.

ASN: (laughs) And the opposition to modern psychology?
KR: In some circles, when people talk about Freud, he’s the devil incarnate. 
Freud interprets religion as an illusion and a collective neurotic compul-
sion. Some Christians are both insulted and afraid of his theories to this 
day. Despite this, there is a serious, constructive dialogue between faith and 
psychology. Erich Fromm, for example, although he didn’t believe in the 
traditional Jewish or Christian God, has written some interesting things on 
both religion and self-love. According to Fromm, on the one hand, from an 
early age, children are told, “Don’t be selfish, share things with other kids,” 
and that self-love is the same as selfishness. On the other hand, in adult life, 
you are told to watch out for your self-interests.

ASN: You have to look out for number one.
KR: Yes, and somehow both these moral imperatives exist in our society, 
and it’s not clear when you have to follow one, and when you have to follow 
the other. As Daphne Hampson has written, in Christianity, it was mostly 
men who told women to obey, to be humble, to submit to the authorities, 

continued on page 24
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Opportunities	for	Giving

Above, Simon Loidl, the 2007-08 BMWF Fellow, paints the CAS 
mural on the Washington Avenue Bridge. Photo: Linda Andrean.

it happened last
FAll

Above, Barbara Reiterer, an Austrian graduate student, and Enrico 
Marsili, a student from Italy, at the CAS student pizza party in Septem-
ber. Left, l. to r., Leslie Morris, Gary Cohen, and Regina Kecht follow-
ing Kecht’s lecture, “Austrian Women Writers and National Socialism.” 
Below, Gary Cohen wows the crowd as he welcomes them to the Nikolaus 
Day party in December. Photos: Daniel Pinkerton. 

Above: Herb Kahler removes his apron after carv-
ing the smoked turkeys at the Nikolaus Day party. 
Photo: Daniel Pinkerton.

The audience awaits the 
start of the 2007 Kann Lec-
ture. Photo: Simon Loidl.
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Opportunities	for	Giving

This fall, the Center for Austrian Studies 
will present the public forum “Global Cli-
mate Change, Sustainable Agriculture, and 
Bioresources: Challenges, Opportunities, 
and Choices.” Global climate change is not 
just a hot topic in the media—academics 
have been busy examining not only the sci-
entific reasons for climate change, but also 
looking for whys and hows of influencing 
people’s behavior regarding energy con-
sumption, sustainability, and many other 
issues. The public is hungry for knowledge. 
The Center for Austrian Studies is well-
positioned to create a community outreach 
event centered on a large issue such as this 
one. As an interdisciplinary center with a 
global reach, CAS is able to bring the best 
thinkers in academia, government, and 
nonprofit institutes in both Austria and 
America together, organize a public forum, 
and work with Twin Cities Public Televi-
sion to create and broadcast a television 
program in which the speakers explore the 
issues raised at the forum.
 Events such as this one don’t happen 
without considerable planning and fund-
ing. For the latter, we have Minneapolis’s 
very own Horst Rechelbacher to thank. 
Anyone who has used earth-friendly Aveda 
hair and beauty products or understands 
the benefits of his new Intelligent Nutri-
ents line of health and beauty products can 
appreciate the level of commitment Horst 
has to sustaining our planet. 
 In an interview in the fall 2006 Austrian 
Studies Newsletter, the Austrian-born “eco-
preneur” discussed his commitment to our 
planet, his success in business, and his 
belief that we are all connected to each 
other and to the planet. Horst described 
his success as a hairdresser in terms of 
an exchange of energy, saying, “I’m very 
focused on service, because I realize that 
in order to serve me, I can’t do it with-
out serving [the customer]—it’s literally 
impossible. . . . If the customer isn’t happy, 
I’m not happy. ” Horst also cites the Native 
American tradition of anticipating the 
impact of an action for seven generations, 
meaning that long-term considerations are 
more important than short-term gains.
 These messages have a connection to 
charitable giving. Donations to CAS are not 
a short-term investment, but indeed have 
the ability to benefit our scholars seven 
generations down the line. And when you 
invest your money or energy into a graduate 

fellowship fund, your energy is combined 
with others’ and matched by the University 
President’s 21st Century Fund. It’s a true 
community activity.
 Horst’s statement about service and the 
two-way energy flow of human interaction 
also has a direct connection to giving. We 
find that people give because they feel 
a connection to something—they relate 
to students, say, or they want to support 
research for the common good. His sup-
port of the climate change conference is a 
case study in charitable giving: it’s a topic 
he’s passionate about, and the exchange 
of knowledge at the forum is sure to help 
our planet respond better to the greatest 
common challenge of our time. He serves 
us; we serve him.
 We are very grateful to Horst Rechelbacher 
for his support of the Center for Austrian 
Studies. If you are interested in creating 
your own energy exchange with the Center, 
please contact me. And do plan to attend 
the “Global Climate Change, Sustainable 
Agriculture, and Bioresources” conference 
at the University of Minnesota, September 
24-26, 2008.

Diane R. Walters
CLA Development Officer

walte041@umn.edu
612-625-4324

CAS DONORS
jUly 1-DECEMbER 31, 2007

GENERAL SChoLARShip FUND
Peggy A. Watson 

KANN MEMoRiAL LECTURE FUND
Louis Gebhard
Solomon Wank

WiLLiAM E. WRiGhT GRADUATE 
FELLoWShip FUND

over $5,000
Anonymous

$100 to $999
Dr. Robert C. Adams

David Braslau
Gary Cohen

John S. Chipman
Barbara & Russ Christensen

Solomon Wank
Gerhard L. Weinberg
Hon. Paul E. Widick

your donation: an “energy exchange”

Horst Rechelbacher, CEO of Intelligent Nutrients. Photo by Everett Ayoubzadah.
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Steven Beller. A Concise History of Austria. New York: Cambridge, 2007. 
352 pp., halftones, maps. Cloth: ISBN: 978-0521-47305-7, $75. Paper: 

ISBN: 978-0521-47886-1, $24.99. 

National histories may be said to be both outmoded and fashionable. 
While the trend is toward regional, comparative, and specialized studies, 
most East European countries can finally boast of a number of new, infor-
mative, objective, and innovatively written one-volume or concise national 
histories. It was high time for a similar concise history of Austria to appear, 
especially as Barbara Jelavich’s eminently usable Modern Austria (Cam-
bridge, 1987) deals only with the period since the Napoleonic Wars. 
 The trouble is that no one really knows what the term “History of Austria” 
means. It could be the history of the House of Austria, or of the two prov-
inces named Austria within today’s Austrian republic, or of the Habsburg 
realm whose boundaries once extended from the Atlantic Ocean deep 
into today’s Ukraine, or of the region which constitutes today’s Austrian 
republic but which began to form a genuine political and cultural entity 
only after World War II. The last person to deny all this would be Steven 
Beller, who has published valuable works on Theodor Herzl, the history of 
anti-Semitism, Francis Joseph, and his most original contribution, Vienna 
and the Jews, 1867-1938: A Cultural History (Cambridge, 1991). Beller 
approaches the dilemma of Austrian history with self-confidence and cour-
age, although not always with complete success. He begins, imaginatively, 
with the story of Ötzi, also called the Iceman, whose mummy, dating from 
the bronze age, was discovered in the high Alps, precisely on the border 
between Austria and Italian-controlled South Tyrol. The dispute regard-
ing the proper place to exhibit the mummy conjured up the ghost of tra-
ditional conflicts over a person or groups without identifiable nationality. 
Eighty or even sixty years ago, Ötzi would have been claimed by two state 
governments, and by extreme German—as opposed to Austrian—as well 

as Tyrolean nationalists. Today, the conflict over Ötzi is finding a peaceful 
resolution within the European Union. 
 The book proceeds chronologically; this is a reasonable decision as a ter-
ritorial, geographic organization would have led to chaos if for no other 
reason than because the boundaries and even the names of historical units 
changed repeatedly over time. But a chronological order makes it difficult 
to relate events occurring in many places simultaneously, and it does not 
readily lend itself to such issues as economic development, society, and cul-
ture, which are less time-related. Beller’s solution is to concentrate on polit-
ical and diplomatic events from the 11th to well into the 19th century. This 
comprises the first half of the book. His description of the Babenbergs and 
of the first few centuries of Habsburg history is almost purely dynastic. He 
does this correctly and with precision, but as the book is meant primarily 
for college students and interested amateurs, one wishes that he had done 
more than mainly to chronicle reigns, battles, and royal matrimonies. On 
page 19, for instance, we learn, among a plethora of other dynastic and 
military events, that the Babenberg Duke Leopold VI was astute but that 
other Babenbergs were less astute, and then again other Babenberg rulers 
were both astute and brazen risk-takers. 
 Obviously, a huge number of medieval sources deal with such royal 
characteristics, but historians have long succeeded in coaxing dazzling 
descriptions of society and daily life from seemingly dull diplomas, busi-
ness contracts, and land deeds. Neither in the medieval nor in the early 
modern section are we told how people lived, how serfdom and the mano-
rial system functioned, whether there was a difference in this respect 
between, let us say, Tyrol and Lower Austria, not to speak of kingdoms 
and lands the Habsburgs acquired over the centuries. It remains unclear 
into what classes or castes society was divided; what the Austrian cities 
including Vienna looked like in olden times; what it meant to travel in that 
region; what languages and dialects people spoke; whether all German-
speakers were able to understand each other, etc. Traditional dynastic his-
tory at least provided us with dramatic descriptions of battlefield valor and 
treachery. This book is not inclined toward such frivolities; the legendary 
siege and liberation of Vienna in 1683 are related in the style of an admin-
istrative report. Even demographics and the economy fall woefully short; 
Beller does not say how many people lived in Austria, whether in the 15th 
or the 19th century; what industry and agriculture produced; how much a 
railroad worker or a bank director earned. 
 As for the Habsburgs’ outlying possessions, such as Hungary, Bohemia, 
Belgium, Transylvania, Galicia, or Dalmatia, they are mentioned only so 
far as they influenced inner-Austrian events. Of course, it is impossible 
to satisfy all interests, but a drastic simplification of royal successions and 
changes in governments might have helped to make the story more palat-
able and human.
 The author comes alive only when he describes the often, but not always 
tragic history of the monarchy’s Jews and, in general, when he reaches the 
20th century. Now, suddenly, we are given precise statistics on such things 
as, for instance, Jewish participation in the Austrian professions and cul-
ture. There are admirable descriptions of such themes as turn-of-the-cen-
tury literature and art in Vienna—but not their equivalents in Budapest, 
Prague, Cracow, and Lemberg. Beller persuasively describes the crucial role 
Jews played in the cultural and economic flourishing of Austria during the 
Dualist period and even during the interwar years. He tells us how extreme 
nationalisms gradually triumphed over Habsburg anationalism, with Fran-
cis Joseph losing much of his previous role as arbitrator among his peoples. 
After being reduced to near-impotence in domestic affairs, the emperor 

continued on page 22

New synthesis has strong second half
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Pieter Judson. Guardians of the Nation: Activists on the Language Frontiers of Imperial 
Austria. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2007. ISBN: 0-674-02325-0. 

332 pp., 3 maps, 1 table. Cloth, $49.95.

Boundaries and frontiers, countless historians and social scientists have told us, are 
places where identities are forged in opposition to each other. But what, or who, makes 
a frontier? And who, exactly, are forging these identities? The answers, as Pieter Judson 
writes, are not as self-evident as we might assume. Guardians of the Nation shows how, 
beginning in 1880, national activists began to create language frontiers in imperial 
Austria where there had been none before. German, Czech, Slovene, and Italian activ-
ists engaged in a conscious effort to shift the focus of nationality battles from parlia-
ment and political centers like Prague to “mixed” rural areas where nations supposedly 
rubbed against each other. Using newly available census data on language usage, they 
carefully located villages and towns through which the frontier supposedly ran. Then 
the activists headed for the front lines. What they discovered, to their great surprise 
and frustration, was that many people in these rural locales did not identify with one 
or another nation. Few embraced calls by urban, educated nationalist elites to act and 
understand nearly every aspect of life in national terms. Undeterred, the nationalist 
activists set out to realize what they had first imagined—places where each inhabitant 
had a clear national identity, where self-conscious, active conationals battled to push 
back or defend the language frontier. The effort, Judson argues in this wonderfully 
written and powerful book, met with more failures than successes. 
 Guardians of the Nation moves among case studies of South Bohemia, South Styria, 
and South Tyrol, but the story begins in Vienna’s Musikverein, where in the spring 
of 1880 activists formed the German School Association—the first of its kind and a 
model for various organizations of its type across Austria. Having seen their majority 
in parliament disappear, and witnessing the spectacular rise of other national move-
ments throughout Austria, liberal German nationalists—who previously viewed 
themselves as the privileged Kulturnation of the monarchy—went on the defensive. 
And it was in the rural schoolhouse that the Germans made their first stand. It was in 
the schoolhouse, after all, where liberals could civilize the pious and ignorant peasants, 
who, paradoxically, also contained within them a traditional, hardy Germanness inher-
ited from a mythical past. It was in the schoolhouse that years of careful, determined 
education could foster German loyalties among future voters and census respondents. 
There were other good reasons to focus on schools. The school law of 1869 guaranteed 
Austrian citizens an education in their own language. Thanks to a number of court 
decisions, each of the association’s schools that could attract at least forty students to a 
minority would be taken over—and paid for—by state and local authorities. 
 The schoolhouse, then, became the main setting for the nationalization project. 
It served, too, as a common setting for nationalist writings about the so-called lan-
guage frontier. Judson cites numerous examples from a genre he dubs the “schoolhouse 
drama,” horrific stories of nighttime vandals launching rocks into newly installed glass 
windows, schoolteachers protecting innocent children from violent attacks by maniacs 
on the other side of the national divide. These dramas, as Judson shows, exaggerated the 
dangers associated with isolated acts of violence. Writers deliberately interpreted local, 
personal actions in purely national terms, thus injecting nationalism into local life and 
fashioning a questionable image of village life for their readers. So, when two drunks in 
the Styrian village of Lichtenwald/Sevnica struggled to break a few schoolhouse win-
dows before literally running into the school headmaster in the wee hours of the night, 
the Slovene nationalist press pointed to laudable nationalist anger, not inebriation, as 
the primary motivation behind the attacks. German writers suggested links with other 
menacing examples of schoolhouse violence. The German School Association printed 
a commemorative stamp of the victimized schoolhouse. The drama, in other words, 
worked to make the language frontier real, both for locals and for sympathetic nation-
alists across Austria. 
 A careful reading of these dramas and other nationalist writings reveals, however, 
nagging worries about what Judson calls “national indifference” on the rural language 

frontier. “Mixed marriages” were common. Parents often wanted 
their children to learn two languages. They might be tempted 
to join the “wrong” side by a rival school’s promise of free text-
books or Christmas presents. Sources of frustration multiplied. 
When the German nationalist Südmark organization imported 
settlers from Protestant Württemburg to St. Egydi/Sv. Ilj in 
South Styria they offended local German Catholics. Some 
settlers, shockingly, married local Slovenes. In Höritz/Hořice, 
activists from the Böhmerwaldbund turned to tourism as a 
means of bringing economic progress and national identifica-
tion to the previously isolated town. But their efforts to turn the 
annual performance of a passion play into a nationalist event 
for nationally conscious consumers faltered. Baedeker suggested 
avoiding an overnight stay in a town with few amenities. Atten-
dees often interpreted the play as a peasant curiosity rather than 
something peculiarly “German.” Among village residents, many 
of whom grew Old Testament beards in off years, the passion 
play as tourist attraction strengthened local identities rather 
than national ones.
 In the end, of course, the nationalists won. Civil servants, 
teachers, railroad operators, and other educated urban elites 
riding the forces of modernization took up residence in rural 
Austria, eventually speaking as locals and acting like people on 
the language frontier were supposed to act. After World War 

how the language frontier was made

continued on page 24
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Gerald Stourzh. From Vienna to Chicago and 
Back: Essays on Intellectual History and Politi-

cal Thought in Europe and America. Chicago: U. 
Chicago Press, 2007. ISBN: 0-226-77636-0. 

384 pp. Cloth, $45.

From Vienna to Chicago and Back is a collection 
of fifteen articles and essays written by Gerald 
Stourzh, professor emeritus at the University of 
Vienna, between the years 1953 and 2006. What 
sets the book apart from other such collections 
is the true breadth of Prof. Stourzh’s work. He 
is both a historian of colonial America and of 
late imperial Austria, not to mention being the 
foremost expert on the Austrian State Treaty of 
1955, a key event in the diplomatic history of the 
Cold War. In this book we also get a taste of his 
“unfinished business,” as he calls it, a history of 
“the Tocquevillian Moment,” when the hierarchi-
cal structures of aristocratic societies began to 
give way to democratic governments and a grow-
ing insistence on equal rights (p. 25).
  The book begins with an autobiographical 
essay, “Traces of an Intellectual Journey,” which 
provides information about how the specific 
articles included in the book came to be, as well 
as information about Stourzh’s many intellec-
tual influences, including his parents, numerous 
academic mentors, colleagues, and graduate stu-
dents, and books that were especially important 
to him. The essay reads like an interview without 
explicitly stated questions, and it is written in an 
informal, conversational style that is appealing—
one feels as if one is in the room with Stourzh, 
asking questions and learning about the forces 
that shaped his academic career and, on occa-

sion, hearing what experience has taught him 
about the strengths and weaknesses of particu-
lar approaches to history and the European and 
American educational and university systems.
 The book is divided into four sections: “Anglo-
American History,” “Austrian History—Imperial 
and Republican,” “The Tocquevillian Moment: 
From Hierarchical Status to Equal Rights,” and 
“On the Human Condition.” This last contains 
only one essay, an analysis of The Fall by Albert 
Camus. This section, along with the sections on 
Anglo-American history and Tocqueville, reflects 
Stourzh’s training and interest in the “Cambridge 
School” of discourse analysis, of which John 
Pocock is one of the most famous practitioners; 
the American academic locus for this method-
ology is, of course, the University of Chicago, 
where Stourzh spent most of the 1950s. It is an 
academic approach that yields results of excep-
tional importance. 
 For example, Stourzh has traced the history of 
the changing meaning of the word constitution in 
Anglo-American usage and its effects on Ameri-
can political culture, and he has also demonstrated 
the importance of colonial use of certain passages 
from Blackstone’s work on English law to justify 
and generate support for the revolutionary cause. 
He did this through careful examination of con-
temporary texts, including not only published 
books, pamphlets, and newspapers, but also let-
ters and even marginalia. While academic works 
of this nature do produce significant conclusions, 
reading them can be something of a challenge: 
they require that the reader be intimately famil-
iar with the texts under discussion, the histori-
cal context in which the texts were produced, 
and the historiographical debates that surround 
both text and context. In short, they are works of 
erudition for the erudite, and while such works 
have an important place, they are definitely not 
for everyone. However, it is exceptionally impres-
sive that Stourzh is capable of performing such 
analyses not only in his native German, but also 
in English and French—with a healthy dose of 
Latin thrown in.
 The second section of the book, essays on 
Austrian history, is of an entirely different nature 
and highlight Stourzh’s ability to reach a broad 
audience; indeed, many of the pieces in this sec-
tion were originally presented as public lectures 
in the United States and Europe. Six of the seven 
essays in this section focus on issues of law and 
identity in late imperial Austria. He writes about 
the complexities of electoral registers in Mora-
via after the 1905 compromise, Jewish efforts 
in Bukovina to be recognized as a separate Volk-
stamm, or nationality, and the process of declaring 
one’s religious identity to Habsburg authorities. 
 Several of the essays in this section deal explic-
itly with the experience of Jews in the last decades continued on page 18

of the empire. Reflecting his lifelong interest in 
the law—and in the importance of word choice—
Stourzh also grapples with the issue of “conver-
sions” from Judaism to Christianity and suggests 
that, when considering late imperial Vienna in 
particular, scholars should move away from the 
emotionally charged word conversion and instead 
consider that individuals were making an official 
change in their legal identity and not necessarily 
their personal religious beliefs: they were with-
drawing from one religious group and entering 
another. He suggests that scholars use the legal 
terms in use at the time: Austritt (withdrawal), 
Eintritt (entry), and Übertritt (passage)—words 
which lack the baggage and moral judgments 
associated with conversion and apostasy.
 Taken together, we see in these essays the 
many occasions when individual Austrian and 
Hungarian citizens were given the opportunity 
to self-select their linguistic, national, and reli-
gious identities, as well as the occasions when 
such self-selection was limited or, at times, pro-
hibited outright.
 The book is not without flaws. In the intro-
duction to the book, Stourzh observes that his 
study of colonial American texts led him to rec-
ognize “the unity of the North Atlantic world in 
the eighteenth century” (12). His work on con-
temporary Anglo-American texts certainly bears 
that out, but what is striking about the book is the 
absence of any American-European connection 
in the 19th century—his 18th-century North 
America, Britain, and France are well connected, 
but his nineteenth-century Austria-Hungary 
exists almost in a vacuum. Austria-Hungary and 
the United States certainly had strong ties in this 
period; thousands of individuals migrated back 
and forth between the two countries between the 
1880s and World War I. How did this move-
ment of people affect the Habsburg government’s 
choices regarding legal categories for its citizens, 
and how did connections with wider European 
and transatlantic intellectual, social, and popu-
lar movements contribute to the development of 
nationalist sentiments in Austria-Hungary?  
 Part of the problem here may be that Stourzh’s 
interest in American constitutional and legal his-
tory—at least as it is expressed in this volume—
focuses on the founding moments. He praises 
the American decision to put individual rights in 
writing and to make the constitution superior to 
the power of the legislature, as well as provisions 
for judicial review of legislative activity. But the 
discussion stops there, at the moment it was all 
put in place. We don’t see how those rights were 
interpreted in American history and denied to 
many who were deemed unworthy of American 
citizenship. In short, this volume of Stourzh’s 
work shows the “good parts” of American history 

Lessons from America & imperial Austria
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Steven Beller. Antisemitism: A Very Short Introduction. New York: Oxford, 
2008. ISBN: 978-0-19-289277-5. 152 pp., halftones. Paper, $9.95.

Eve Blau, Ivan Rupnik, Harvard Graduate School of Design. Project 
Zagreb: Transition as Condition, Strategy, Practice. Barcelona: Actar, 2008. 
ISBN: 978-84-96540-57-6. 336 pp., color/b&w illus. Paper, $43.

Robert Pyrah. The Burgtheater and Austrian Identity: Theatre and Cultural 
Politics in Vienna, 1918-38. Oxford: Legenda, 2007. ISBN: 978-1-90435-
067-5. 274 pp. Cloth, $69/£45.

Kimberley Coles. Democratic Designs: International Intervention and 
Electoral Practices in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina. Ann Arbor: U. of 
Michigan, 2007. 352 pp., figures, tables. Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-472-09985-
6, $75/£43.50; paper, ISBN: 978-0-472-06985-9, $26.95/£14.95.

Rogers Brubaker, Margit Feischmidt, Jon Fox & Liana Grancea, eds. 
Nationalist Politics and Everyday Ethnicity in a Transylvanian Town. Prince-
ton: Princeton U., 2007. 504 pp., color, b&w illus. Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-
691-12834-4, $35; paper, ISBN: 978-0-691-13622-6, $24.95.

Karoline Czerwenka-Papadopoulos. Typologie des Musikerportraits in 
Malerei und Graphik. Das Bildnis des Musikers ab der Renaissance bis zum 
Klassizismus. Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences, 2007. ISBN13: 978-
3-7001-3639-2. 203 pp., plus CD-ROM with 410 illus. Paper, €119.

Tom Beghin, Sander M. Goldberg, eds. Haydn and the Performance of 
Rhetoric. Chicago: U. of Chicago, 2007. ISBN: 978-0-226-04129-2. 352 
pp., illus., mus. examples, tables, audio CD. Cloth, $45.
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70970-3. 256 pp. Cloth, $35.
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£17.95.
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ISBN: 978-1-55753-464-4. 248 pp. Paper, $34.95. 
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choanalysis (4 months lecturing/research), and the Fulbright-quartier21/
MQ Artist in Residence (2 to 4 months). Scholars and professionals are 
encouraged to consult the CIES website for details: www.cies.org.
 The Austrian Fulbright Commission also manages applications from U.S. 
citizens for the English Language Teaching Assistantship Program that is 
funded by the Austrian Ministry of Education, the Arts, and Culture. This 
program annually provides over 100 U.S. college and university graduates 
with opportunities to work at secondary schools throughout Austria. U.S. 
teaching assistants are assigned to one or two Austrian schools and assist 
teachers of English in classroom instruction 13 hours per week. In addition 
to a monthly salary that is sufficient to cover living costs, teaching assistants 
are enrolled in the Austrian national health insurance program. Applicants 
are required to have at least a B.A. degree and be conversant in German. 
Prospective teachers of German or TESOL and/or graduates with a docu-
mented interest in Austrian studies are encouraged to apply. 
 For additional information on this program consult the Austrian Ful-
bright Commission website at www.fulbright.at. The deadline for applying 
is February 15 for the following school year (October-May).
 Application Deadlines:
 August 1, 2008: Fulbright Distinguished Chairs in Austria for 2009-2010. 
Vienna (University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Uni-
versity of Vienna, Vienna University of Economics and Business Adminis-
tration, Academy of Fine Arts); Graz (cultural studies); Linz (international 
business); Klagenfurt (gender studies); Salzburg (natural sciences) and 
Innsbruck (humanities and social sciences). Traditional Fulbright Awards 
for U.S. Scholars for 2009-2010. Two “open to all disciplines” awards; one 
American Studies (Klagenfurt); Fulbright-Diplomatic Academy Visiting 
Professor of International Relations; Fulbright-Freud Visiting Scholar 
of Psychoanalysis; Fulbright-IFK Visiting Fellow in Cultural Studies; 
Fulbright-quartier21/MQ Artist in Residence; Austro-Hungarian joint 
research award.
 Mid-October 2008: U.S. Fulbright Student Awards for 2009-2010. A 
total of 20 awards for full time study/research or combined with teach-
ing assistantships at Austrian secondary schools including a Fulbright-IFK 
Junior Visiting Fellow in Cultural Studies and a Fulbright-Diplomatic 
Academy award for one of the three programs offered by the Diplomatic 
Academy.
 February 15, 2009: U.S. English Language Teaching Assistantship Pro-
gram at Austrian Secondary Schools (sponsored by the Austrian Ministry of 
Education, the Arts, and Culture and administrated by the Fulbright Com-
mission) for the 2009-2010 academic year.
 For information on Fulbright Program opportunities all over the world, 
consult http://exchanges.state.gov./education/fulbright.

Lonnie Johnson, director
Austrian-American Educational Commission

Fulbright awards: start planning now!

From Vienna to Chicago and Back from page 16

and leaves out the bad, while we get a much more balanced—and occasion-
ally critical—view of Austria-Hungary.
 On the one hand, this approach highlights—in both the close textual 
analyses and the broader public lectures—the theme of the possibility of 
human improvement (not perfection; that is an important distinction that 
Stourzh first makes in his essay on Benjamin Franklin’s views of human 
nature). But throughout Stourzh’s work, we get the sense that, even when 
we as individuals or nations make mistakes, we should not lose faith in 
our abilities to try again, to learn from our mistakes, and to get as close to 
perfection as our imperfect nature will allow. It is an idealism tempered by 
practicality, and it is refreshing.

 On the other hand, in Stourzh’s work, both the American Constitution 
and the legal history of Austria-Hungary at the turn of the century are 
meant to illuminate the events of World War II. The Austrian history shows 
the roots of certain phenomena that contributed to Austrian involvement 
in the Nazi regime, while the American history shows how equal rights for 
all people and the rule of law might be deployed to prevent a similar viola-
tion of rights from happening again. These are definitely worthy causes, but 
there is also a story to be told about American participation in the develop-
ment of the nationalist and racist ideologies that reached their apex during 
World War II. 

Nicole M. Phelps
History

University of Vermont

 The purpose of the Fulbright Pro-
gram, the flagship academic exchange 
program of the United States, is to pro-
mote “mutual understanding between 
the people of the United States and 
the peoples of other countries.” Estab-
lished in 1946 under legislation intro-
duced by Senator J. William Fulbright 
from Arkansas, the Fulbright Program 
currently operates in 140 countries, 
including 51 countries with binational 
Fulbright Commissions such as the 
Austrian-American Educational Com-
mission. 
 Under the auspices of the U.S. Stu-

dent Program, the Austrian Fulbright Commission annually offers up to 
eight Commission-supported research grants (including jointly sponsored 
awards at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna and the IFK) and up to 12 
study grants combined with English-language teaching assistantships for 
American students. Applicants whose projects require full time research 
are encouraged to apply for full study grants. Recent college and university 
graduates may apply for full time research grants, contingent upon their 
project proposals; but they are generally advised to apply for study grants 
combined with teaching assistantships (13 hours per week) at secondary 
schools in university cities. All grantees are enrolled in Austrian universities 
and receive tuition remissions under the auspices of the program.
 Early planning is one of the keys to a successful Fulbright application. 
Applications for Fulbright grants initially are handled by the Institute of 
International Education in New York City and accepted between May 1 
and October 20 each year for the following academic year. Decisions on 
awards are made by a binational committee of the Fulbright Commission 
in Vienna. Consult www.iie.org for application procedures and deadlines.
 The Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES) is respon-
sible for handling the initial phase of the applications for the U.S. Scholar 
Program for faculty and professionals. The application deadline for U.S. 
scholars is August 1. There are two award categories for scholars: the Dis-
tinguished Chairs that the Austrian Fulbright Commission cosponsors with 
universities in Vienna, Graz, Linz, Klagenfurt, Salzburg, and Innsbruck, 
and the “traditional” awards. The latter category includes two lecturing and 
research awards (open to all disciplines), a special American Studies award 
that rotates from university to university in Austria, a Austrian-Hungar-
ian Joint Research Award (2 months in Austria, 2 in Hungary), the Ful-
bright-Diplomatic Academy Visiting Professor of International Relations 
(4 months lecturing), Fulbright-IFK Visiting Fellow in Cultural Studies (4 
months research);, the Fulbright-Freud Museum Visiting Scholar in Psy-

Lonnie Johnson
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For the past four years, the Wirth Institute for Austrian 
and Central European Studies at the University of Alberta 
has been the host of a community-supported lecture series 
on Holocaust themes, named after its lead donors, Toby 
and Saul Reichert. Now the Wirth Institute is instituting a 
second annual lecture. Commencing in the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year, the Wirth Institute will also be organizing and 
hosting the annual Tova Yedlin Lecture Series.  Named after 
the Professor Emeritus of Slavic Studies at the University of 
Alberta, Tova Yedlin, and endowed by her daughter and son-
in-law, Deborah Yedlin and Martin Molyneaux, the lecture 
series will be devoted to the history of Central and East Euro-
pean Jewry prior to the Holocaust, with special emphasis on 
Jewish-Gentile relations. As such, the series will serve as a 
complement to the existing Toby and Saul Reichert Holo-
caust Lecture Series, attracting a broad spectrum of promi-
nent scholars lecturing on Jewish themes.
 Tova Yedlin was born in R�wne, Poland, and after attend-
ing the Tadeusz Kościuszko State Gymnasium was caught up 
in the events of World War II. As a result of the Nazi-Soviet 
division of Poland in 1939, she became a citizen of the Soviet 
Union and was about to enter the University of Lviv (Lw�w) 
when the German invasion of Russia forced her and her 
family’s evacuation to the Volga region. She remained there 
for the balance of the war, emigrating to Canada in 1948 and 
moving to Edmonton in 1950. She continued her education 
at the University of Alberta, earning a BEd in 1956, an MA in 
History in 1959 and a PhD in 1969, specializing in Russian 
social and intellectual history after 1860. She taught Slavic 
and East European Studies at the University of Alberta from 
1968 until her retirement in 1996. Among her research inter-
ests were Russian literature, the history of Poland, ethnic 
minorities in the Canadian context, and the status of women 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. She is the author of 
Maxim Gorky: A Political Biography (1999) as well as editor 
and translator of numerous works, including (with R.H. 
McNeal) Pushkarev’s Emergence of Modern Russia (1st ed., 
1963; 2nd ed., 1985), Women in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union (1982), Germans from Russia in Alberta (1984) and 
Central and East European Ethnicity in Canada (1985).
 While plans for the Tova Yedlin Lecture proceeded apace, 
the Wirth Institute continued with the fourth annual Toby 
and Saul Reichert Holocaust Lecture on October 28, 2007.  
This year’s speaker was Princeton’s Jan Gross. His lecture, 
“Echoes of the Holocaust: Anti-Semitism in Poland after 
Auschwitz,” mirrored some of the major conclusions of his 
recent book, Fear (2006), which examined the reasons why 
anti-Semitism was possible in Poland after the war. In addi-
tion to its endowed speakers’ series, the Wirth Institute also 
regularly invites prominent scholars and public figures to lec-
ture on Central European themes. In the fall 2007 semester, 
the Institute hosted three additional lecturers.  On Novem-
ber 5, 2007, the new ambassador of the Republic of Hungary 
to Canada and former Hungarian minister of justice, His 
Excellency Dr. Pál Vastagh, paid his first call on the Wirth 
Institute, and on this occasion delivered a public lecture enti-
tled “Hungary and the EU since the Accession: An Assess-
ment.” Earlier in the semester Dr. Walter Schmitz, Director 

of the Mitteleuropa Zentrum für Staats-, Wirtschafts- und Kulturwissenschaften at the 
Technical University of Dresden was a guest of the Institute, where his lecture, “History 
as Social Value: Researching Identities in the ‘Conflict Community’ of Central Europe,” 
focused on selective use of memory in identity construction in the region. Finally, as part 
of the Institute’s celebration of the 750th anniversary of the incorporation of the city 
of Cracow, Andrzej Kamiński, Professor of History at Georgetown University and the 
Director of the Institute of Civic Space and Public Policy in Warsaw, delivered a lecture 
entitled “Cracow as Capital of Poland,” which emphasized the pluralistic heritage of the 
city. The Director of the Institute, Franz Szabo, for his part, also delivered a lecture in 
Vienna at the joint invitation of the Historical Commission of the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences and the Austrian State Archive. His presentation, “Ein gestörtes Verhältnis: die 
Österreicher und die Habsburgermonarchie,” focused on the failure of Austrians to come 
to terms with the pluralism of their Habsburg past and to recognize their kinship with 
their eastern neighbours.  
 The Wirth Institute also continued its ambitious cultural program in the 2007 fall 
semester, beginning with a major exhibition, co-sponsored with the Polish Embassy, on 
the life and works of Joseph Conrad. In addition, as has become customary, the Institute 
sponsored six different concerts devoted to the music of Central Europe, including the 
continuation of its acclaimed series devoted to the masses of Joseph Haydn with Pro 
Coro Canada (this year, they chose the so-called “Creation” Mass) and its annual Christ-
mas concert, which features performances by local Central European community choirs.  
A mini-symposium, organized in conjunction with the Austrian Embassy in Canada and 
held at the Embassy Residence in Ottawa, rounded out the semester’s events. Entitled 
“Exile and the Dispersion of a Culture: The Austrian Experience,” it focused on Austrian 
Jewish refugees and their plight from the Nazi era to the present.

Franz Szabo, director
Wirth Institute for Austrian and Central European Studies

franz.szabo@ualberta.ca

Tova Yedlin Lecture Series Endowed at Wirth Institute

Left to right: Franz Szabo, director, Wirth Institute, and His Excellency Dr. Pál Vastagh, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary to Canada. (Photo courtesy Wirth Institute.)
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Michael Cherlin has many interests: poetry, philosophy, 
and (of course) music. This makes him the ideal founding 
director of the Collaborative Arts program at the University 
of Minnesota, a post he holds along with his professorship 
in music theory. One of the world’s foremost Schoenberg 
scholars, Cherlin finds continual delight in the knotty, atonal 
scores of the Viennese master. In the fall, he gave a lecture, 
“Mondestrunken: Schoenberg’s Intoxicating Moonlight.” 
Later, he spoke with ASN about his life and work.

Michael
and the 
intoxicating 
music of 
Schoenberg

Cherlin

interview & photo by Daniel Pinkerton

ASN: You were born in the Bronx, eh? Pretty tough neighborhood.
MC: It is, but I have to confess that we moved away when I was a baby and 
settled in Edison, New Jersey. I went to Rutgers for one year, 1964-65, and 
then dropped out of college for ten years. I returned in 1975, graduated 
from Rutgers, and then went to Yale for grad school. I taught at Stony-
brook, part of the SUNY system, for six years, then I came here in fall 1988 
and I haven’t left yet. (laughs)

ASN: What did you do for those ten years?
MC: Well, three of them were spent in the United States army. It was the 
Vietnam War. I enlisted because my draft was imminent, and I knew by 
enlisting I’d be a musician, but if I was drafted—in 1965—who knew what 
would happen? I figured I was better off playing my clarinet than I would 
be doing anything else. I spent part of those three years in Bad Kreuznach, 
Germany, a little town off the Nahe River near Frankfurt. When I got back 
to the States, I became a freelance musician in New York City. I did some 
big band work and lots of rock ’n’ roll work. I switched from the clarinet to 
the tenor sax, and studied with Joe Henderson.

ASN: Henderson was an outstanding saxophonist.
MC: Yes, Joe was a very fine jazz player. We shared an apartment in Brook-
lyn for a year. Meanwhile, I was getting work playing jazz, rock ’n’ roll, and 
big band music.

ASN: Who did you play with?
MC: It was so long ago! I played mostly with local groups, although I did 
play once with The Coasters, the group that did “Charlie Brown.” I played a 
lot of black soul music within the blues circuit in Brooklyn during the late 
1960s and early 1970s. Toward the end of that time I went to Juilliard’s 
extension division for a year, taking theory courses and studying composi-
tion privately, just to see what it would feel like to be in an academic setting 
again. I liked it, so I went back to Rutgers.

ASN: Why Rutgers again and not Julliard?
MC: For one thing, I had essentially flunked out ten years earlier. Also, I 
wanted a liberal arts context rather than a conservatory context, so that I 
could study other things. I ended up doing nearly a double major: a minor 
in philosophy and major in music. I decided to go on in music, so I went to 
Yale and I studied music theory there. My dissertation advisor was David 
Lewin, a very beloved teacher, passed away now. He was a genius in the field 
of music theory. His undergraduate degree was in mathematics. He actually 
went to Princeton to study math as a graduate student, but because of the 
politics of the department, he decided he’d rather be in music. He studied 
composition and music theory and went on to be probably the most cel-
ebrated music theorist of his generation. 

ASN: How did you get from “Charlie Brown” to Schoenberg?
MC: When I was a teenager, my musical love was classical music. I was inter-
ested in jazz, but my training was as a classical musician and I fully intended 
to have a career as a classical clarinetist. And what happened among other 
things during this three years I was in the army, in army bands, is that in a 
sense I was traumatized. I didn’t go to battle, I didn’t go to Vietnam, so my 
trauma was of a minor sort, but after that army experience I couldn’t listen 
to or face classical music for the next three or four years. That’s why, when 
I got out of the army, I studied jazz and switched from clarinet to tenor 
saxophone. I immersed myself in this jazz world, moved into New York, 
and was a professional musician for five or six years. At the end of that time, 
I returned to classical music when I was ready for it to happen. 

ASN: That gets us to classical music. But how did you get to Schoenberg?
MC: As a youngster, I was a very adventurous listener. However, Schoen-
berg was not among the composers I listened to as a kid. I listened to Stock-
hausen, I listened to Milton Babbitt, but Schoenberg somehow eluded 
me—for whatever reason, he wasn’t really on my radar screen. I had a couple 
of recordings, but really was not into him. I listened to a lot of Bart�k, a lot 
of Stravinsky, a lot of 20th century music, but not to the Second Viennese 
School that much. It was only after the army and after my jazz/rock ’n’ roll 
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period that I started to hear Schoenberg’s music. I became fascinated by it, 
and by the time I was back in college as an undergraduate, that was one of 
the ways I was thinking of going as a scholar of music. I really didn’t decide 
until I got toYale, because I was frankly at that time more attracted to some 
of the living composers like Luciano Berio (who has since passed away), and 
I was thinking I would do my dissertation on music of a living composer. 
However, I got the sense that Yale, at that time, didn’t like you to work on 
living composers. Schoenberg was comfortably dead (laughs), and I loved 
his music, and that became my specialty. 

ASN: Which Schoenberg do you love? There are so many different ones.
MC: I love them all, but you’re raising a really interesting issue, particularly 
for Schoenberg. Of all the major composers, I think he is the one for whom 
people might love some periods and despise the other periods.

ASN: What about Stravinsky? 
MC: He composed in many different styles, too, but a lot of people like all 
(or nearly all) of them. And yet I’ve known people who are totally amazed 
by twelve-tone Schoenberg, but couldn’t care less for the Gurre-Lieder or the 
Verklärte Nacht or the Pelleas et Melisande Schoenberg. And then, of course, 
there are the people who love the early romantic, sort of post-Wagner 
Schoenberg, but once he comes to atonality, they don’t want to have any-
thing to do with him. And then there’s a group of scholars and performers, 
who love the atonal Schoenberg, the Schoenberg of Pierrot Lunaire, Erwar-
tung, or the Book of the Hanging Gardens, but can’t handle the late stuff and 
they’re not interested in the old stuff. I can’t say I love all his works equally, 
but I love all the periods. He wrote amazing music in each time frame. 

ASN: Is there any Schoenberg that you didn’t immediately like?
MC: It took me longer to warm up to Schoenberg’s Weimar stuff—his early 
twelve-tone period between the wars. His take on neoclassicism—that’s an 
inadequate way to frame what he was up to, but it will have to do—was 
something that I resisted for the longest time. But I immediately loved the 
stuff that came later and the stuff that came earlier.

ASN: What specific works did you resist?
MC: Well, one that I still haven’t fully warmed up to is the woodwind 
quartet from the early 1920s. But there’s also a serenade from that Weimar 
period that I have come to love. The way it looks at the music from before 
the war through a fractured lens fascinates me now. His Third String Quar-
tet is another piece from that period. That’s a remarkable piece, very obses-
sive and feverish. Schoenberg tells the story that when he was a child he had 
a horrific recurring nightmare of someone who has had his head nailed to 
the mainmast of a ghost ship, and everyone on the ship is dead. And he said 
that when he was working on the Third Quartet, memories of this dream 
kept recurring. It begins with this feverish ostinato and for the longest time 
I just couldn’t get next to it. When I was working on my book, three or four 
years ago, I spent very serious time with that piece. It just opened up for me. 
It’s not suitable for weddings or bar mitzvahs (laughs), but it is interesting.

ASN: Are you still interested in philosophy?
MC: There are actually three areas of human creativity that I love, and that 
affect my feelings about not just Schoenberg, but any music that I think 
about. The first is philosophy. I continue to read, though not like a profes-
sional philosopher. I don’t have the time and I don’t have the capacity. But 
I’m interested in contemporary philosophy and in historical philosophy: 
the way questions are framed, the way worldviews are framed. So that’s one 
love. Of course, the history of music and the study of musical structures 
are another. The third love, that began when I was a teenager, was litera-
ture—poetry, specifically. I’ve been an avid and serious reader of poetry ever 
since then: contemporary American poetry, German poetry, Italian poetry 
and, to a lesser degree, French poetry, usually in bilingual editions, since 
French is tough going for me. So thinking about language, music, and ways 
of framing worldviews through philosophy is the mix that’s distinctive of 

my work. Most music theorists work on positivistic ways of modeling musi-
cal structures—sometimes mathematically, sometimes not. But I’m always 
interested in how a composer is part of a Zeitgeist, or whatever you want 
to call it, that determines the way the music goes. In this respect, Schoen-
berg is no different from Beethoven, Mozart, or any other composer. I just 
happen to know the most about Schoenberg and his culture. 

ASN: How did he fit into his culture?
MC: He was part of the Viennese coffeehouse scene, and he counted poets 
and architects among his friends. He was an autodidact and a strange mix-
ture of naïveté and total genius. He was a painter for a while, and he said 
that the big breakthroughs in his musical language were precipitated by 
what poets were doing rather than other composers. Therefore, one has 
to take these things seriously, and that’s why a familiarization with poetry, 
philosophy, and culture helps clarify my thinking about music.

ASN: Not every musicologist thinks about music the way you do.
MC: A lot of very good American Schoenberg scholarship has been pro-
duced in the last 50 years. But one unfortunate thing happened: the theo-
rists got interested in ways that they could discuss the music that were not 
dependent on the musical theories of commonly practiced tonality. This 
didn’t just center on Schoenberg’s music; but he, along with Webern, was a 
central figure. So a whole new vocabulary emerged in the 1950s and really 
took hold in the 1960s and 1970s, and then later other movements within 
the music theory world were generated out of that. My teacher, David 
Lewin, founded something called “transformational theory.” But what all of 
these theories had in common is they talked about the music in ways that 
disconnected it from the tradition that Schoenberg was immersed in as a 
young man, and I believe gave birth to all of his musical universe. 

ASN: Was Schoenberg connected to the Austro-German symphonic tradition?
MC: Oh, yes. It’s so obvious if you study the music. I always tell my stu-
dents that when you’re a kid and you decide “I don’t want to have anything 
to do with mom or dad anymore,” it’s impossible. Whether you’re with them 
or not, they’ve influenced your whole being. Schoenberg, born in 1874, 
grew up in Brahms’s Vienna. That was his musical world. When he stepped 
out of that world in the 1890s, he stepped into the world of Wagner. He 
was immersed in the world of late tonality, it constituted him fully as a 
musician, and it’s totally unbelievable to think that suddenly in 1908, the 
atonality that he developed had nothing to do with that world. Yet most of 
the discourse about this music says that there was a new page and all the 
other stuff is irrelevant, so one has to develop these highly refined theoreti-
cal models for discussing it. 

ASN: Did the new models have any positive effects?
MC: The nice thing about the new models is that they proved very helpful 
for composers in the post-World War II period. The theorists gave them 
new tools and a new vocabulary that they could work with. But it didn’t 
help musicology.

ASN: How else was the Second Viennese School affected by tradition?
MC: In Webern’s case, he completed a PhD at the University of Vienna 
with Guido Adler in musicology, and his dissertation was on Heinrich 
Isaac, a Renaissance composer. This deep glimpse into another world of 
musical construction, Renaissance pre-tonal music, allowed Webern to 
depart more radically from tonality, especially in his twelve-tone period, 
than Schoenberg ever did. Interestingly, Hans Keller, who was a scholar of 
both Haydn and Schoenberg, had this notion that in Schoenberg’s twelve-
tone music, tonality wasn’t so much abandoned as it was repressed. 

ASN: Was Schoenberg’s music in need of psychoanalysis?
MC: (laughs) I wouldn’t go that far. There’s an old Freudian model in 
which the thing repressed is the thing that returns. When you’re listen-

continued on page 22
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chose to go to war in 1914 so as to restore the prestige of his house, and, 
if that failed, then “at last to perish with decency.” It was “left unsaid in 
1914,” writes Beller, “how many of the emperor’s subjects were supposed to 
perish along with the Monarchy—to ensure its decency.” (p. 185) Note that 
whereas Beller is cautiously critical of the Dual Monarchy, he is justifiably 
harsher on the First Republic and profoundly disgusted both by Austria’s 
criminal Nazi years and the post-World War II generation’s attempt to 
obfuscate the country’s Nazi past.
 Beller’s description of interwar and post-World War II Austria is worthy 
of his talent as a writer and a historian. Now, at last, the geographic and 
political boundaries of his subject are clearly outlined. The book becomes a 
joy to read; one wishes only that the author had decided to share the writ-
ing of the complete history of endlessly complicated “Austria” with another 
historian. He should then have begun his part with the age when Arthur 
Schnitzler, Sigmund Freud, Joseph Roth, and Gustav Klimt were just a few 
of the many brilliantly talented Austrians.

István Deák
History

Columbia University

Concise history of Austria from 14

Miriam J. Levy died on December 17, 2007; she was 72. Professor 
Emerita at the University of Hartford and most recently an adjunct 
professor at Central Connecticut State University, she had also 
taught at Pace University and Brooklyn and Hunter Colleges of the 
City University of New York. She had taken her AB degree at Hunter 
and completed both her AM and PhD at Columbia.
 The bare bones summary of Mimi’s career in no way does justice 
to either the personality or the complex life behind it. She came 
relatively late even to her undergraduate degree at Hunter, having 
begun her higher education at the University of Alabama where, 
among other things, she blared away as a trombonist in the march-
ing band. Several years in business and politics followed, including 
a position on the staff of Senator Edward Brooke of Massachusetts, 
the first African-American to be elected to that office since Recon-
struction. She also held several editorial jobs in which she culti-
vated talents that made her an invaluable critic of scholarly prose. 
One could ill afford to ignore Mimi’s recommendations.
  Nor did she fear technology. For vol. XXV of the Austrian History 
Yearbook (1994), she wrote an article, “Accessing Electronic Biblio-
graphical Databases and Library Catalogues,” that summed up the 
then-current state of the tools and advised scholars in their use. 
Part of the team that revised the journal’s format and mission in the 
last decade of the twentieth century, she edited the bibliographical 
report from 1989 to 1993.
  Study at Hunter with Professor Edith Link, herself an expert in 

in memoriam: miriam j. levy, 1935-2007
the Josephinian era of Habsburg history, led Mimi into the same 
general field for advanced work. Her dissertation on the Tyrolean 
origins of the Risorgimento was the point of departure for a major 
monograph, Governance and Grievance: Habsburg Policy and Italian 
Tyrol in the Eighteenth Century (West Lafayette, IN, 1988).  Meticu-
lously researched á la Edith Link, its fluid prose surely met the 
exacting standards of her Doktorvater, István Deák.
 Mimi’s education and varied experiences made her an unusu-
ally effective undergraduate teacher. She knew the world beyond 
the ivory tower and sympathized with the students who came from 
it. She was, nevertheless, thoroughly unsentimental; she asked for 
much in the classroom and graded on the basis of accomplishment. 
A quick study, she was also very widely read, and readily taught 
materials far from her area of specialization.
 None of the above was easy. But the process of living itself 
was a perpetual challenge for Mimi. Born in Troy, New York, she was 
afflicted with polio as a child. Though she recovered, she began 
to suffer from the aftereffects of the disease in middle age. With 
permanent cure beyond hope, she soldiered on, aided by a mar-
velous sense of humor that switched from droll to rambunctious 
in a nanosecond. Though she did not suffer fools gladly, she was 
extraordinarily generous to those whom she loved and respected. 
Her friendships were lasting; one can only hope that the memory of 
her will be equally long.

Paula Sutter Fichtner  

ing to Schoenberg’s post-tonal music from this perspective, you can hear 
tonal paradigms continually coming up to the surface and then going back 
down again. The music is not tonal—it would be foolish to say that—but 
it’s deeply informed by tonal music. There is a massive repression of tonality 
and a sense of a world lost. When you leave a world that rich, that power-
ful, it’s not like turning off the spigot. It doesn’t work that way. Not with 
human beings. 

ASN: You enjoy atonal music, but even some educated listeners may find it dif-
ficult to warm up to.
MC: Of course, and I understand that. We like our lives to be grounded—

whether or not the universe is grounded. Having a tonal center in a piece of 
music, something you can embark from and voyage away from and return 
to, is a very compelling structure for most people and most cultures. In 
addition, the complexity in what you might call the information rate in 
Schoenberg really moves along at a much faster pace than it had in the 
more expansive, redundant music prior to him. Schoenberg had this idea 
that repetition was for children (laughs)—I don’t know where this would 
leave Reich and Adams and the other minimalists—and that when you’re 
speaking to an adult you don’t have to keep repeating to reinforce an idea. 
You can say it once and then develop it. Composers like Babbitt, Carter, 
Boulez, and Ligeti ran with the idea of constant, quick, and radical develop-
ment of ideas. As a result of that, the music does place significant cognitive 
difficulties in your path. We live in a culture where cognitive difficulties are 
not welcome by most, shall we say, “consumers.” People don’t want to think 
too much. This is happening in literature, too. But there are thorny, difficult 
thinkers who won’t come to you on your terms. You have to meet them.

ASN: Which can be its own kind of pleasure.
MC: For me it’s a deep pleasure. It’s the deepest pleasure, but I also under-
stand that some art is difficult to access. Reading James Joyce is not the same 
as reading some pop fiction. Which can be good and bad. Finnegans Wake 
still remains beyond my capacity. Maybe before I die I’ll get it. (laughs)

ASN: Is some atonal work the musical equivalent of Finnegans Wake?
MC: Undoubtedly. But this is the world I’ve invested so much of my life 
in, so it does come naturally at this point, honestly. I listen, for example, to 
Elliott Carter, Milton Babbit, and others, and get great joy out of it. Over 
time, I’ve developed intuitions about how it coheres and can negotiate that 
space in real time. It takes me to a place nothing else can. It’s intellectual in 
a way, but it’s also emotional, too—always both at the same time. A good 
analogy might be achieving fluency in another language. I’ve been reading 
Rilke in German for years. But I had to learn so much about his syntax and 
his imaginative space before I could simply read him for pleasure. It was 
really worth the effort, though. It’s wonderful stuff. v  

Michael Cherlin from page 21
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report from New Orleans

The long, strange history of Austria’s National Day

I grew up with October 26 as our Tag der Fahne, 
the Austrian Staatsfeiertag with its many lives. 
What do Austrians do on October 26? Well, 
unlike Americans, we cannot celebrate the day 
with barbeques; it is usually too cold. When I 
was growing up, it was a sort of national fitness 
day with runs and walks. But since Austrians 
walk up mountains all the time anyway, that did 
not distinguish the day. In school we had unspec-
tacular ceremonies with the principal trying to 
elevate our souls with some patriotic talk and 
perhaps quoting Grillparzer. But since Austrian 
identity is most often local and regional, it was 
hard to evoke a sense of Austrian nationhood. 
Today, most Austrians just add the day as yet 
another day in the long litany of holidays where 
they don’t have to work and can dash off some-
where for a short vacation. 
  The history of Austrian national holidays in 
the 20th century shows how such days are sym-
bolic constructions of states. The Americans 
and French have it easy; they have been settled 
nations for a comparatively long time; their 
national holidays (July 4, American Indepen-
dence Day and July 14, the French revolutionary 
holiday) have shown considerable longevity.
 Austria is a latecomer to nationhood. Aus-
trian national holidays during the 20th century 
reflect the many sea changes in political regimes 
that citizens were subjected to. Let’s take a hypo-
thetical “Austrian”—say, a peasant from Tyrol, 
who was born in 1900 and died in 1975. When 
would he have celebrated his national holiday?
 Born into the “Cisleithania,” the Austrian half 
of the Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy, he 
would have celebrated August 18, the birthday 
of Emperor Francis Joseph, as the central holi-
day in lavish public celebration. 
 His familiar world would have shattered with 
the dissolution of the Habsburg Monarchy in the 
waning days of World War I; a new regime pro-
claimed what was left of “Austria” as the Repub-
lic of “German Austria” on November 12, 1918. 
The Constitutional National Assembly in April 
1919 declared November 12 as Austria’s new 
“state holiday.” Since all political camps consid-
ered themselves part of the German nation after 
World War I, a state holiday for the new state 
of Austria was appropriate. Most political camps 
preferred Anschluß with Germany to Austria’s 
national independence. While the Socialists 
celebrated November 12 as the day when the 
democratic-national revolution was completed, 
the anti-socialist bourgeoisie largely ignored it. 
 When Dollfuß and his conservative party 
seized and consolidated power in their new 
authoritarian Ständestaat in 1933/34, they 

quickly abolished November 12 and proclaimed 
May 1 as the new state holiday. This was not 
the “red” workers’ holiday of May 1; instead, the 
Dollfuß regime gave it an entirely new symbolic 
meaning. It was an anti-red workers’ day, where 
all workers would celebrate the new harmonious 
corporate state and the new corporate constitu-
tion of the “Ständestaat.” Our imaginary Tyro-
lean would have celebrated May 1 as the day of 
St. Mary and mother’s day to boot. 
 With the Anschluß, those Austrians who 
desired to come “Heim ins Reich” finally had 
their prayers answered. Now the Ostmärkers 
had to celebrate the National Socialist state 
holidays willy-nilly. March 16 was Heldengedenk-
tag—the day when the would-be heroes were 
commemorated; May 1 was celebrated as the 
“day of national work”; “thanksgiving day” was 
celebrated on the first Sunday after St. Michael’s 
Day on September 29; and November 9 was the 
“commemorative day of those who perished for 
the NS (Nazi) movement.” Nobody ever said life 
was entirely bad in the Third Reich; our Tyro-
lean now had four state holidays to celebrate, 
instead of one measly day off.
 After 1945, the new provisional government 
of the Second Republic wanted to institute 
April 13, the day Vienna was liberated by the 
Red Army, as the new state holiday, a symbolic 
day our peasant in distant Tyrol would not have 
appreciated very much at a time when the coun-
try was torn asunder into four sealed-off occupa-
tion zones. However, the longer the Red Army 
stayed in the land and refused to evacuate Aus-
tria, the more unpopular April 13 became as a 
state holiday, especially in the conservative anti-
Communist provinces of Austria. When the 
Soviets refused to sign a peace treaty with Aus-
tria in February 1954, the government ordered 
that government buildings no longer should fly 
the Austrian flag on April 13.
 When the Staatsvertrag was signed and rati-
fied on May 15, 1955, a 90-day clock started 
ticking for the occupation powers to withdraw 
from Austria. When what was supposedly the 
“last soldier” left on October 25, the day was 
proclaimed as “flag day” (Tag der Fahne). Every 
school was required to raise the Austrian flag. 
 Yet only a year later, the government deter-
mined that October 26 should be the new Sta-
atsfeiertag, since on that day in 1955 the law of 
Austria’s permanent neutrality was signed and 
henceforth should be commemorated as the day 
when all Austrian hearts should beat together. 
For the rest of his life our Tyrolean peasant cele-
brated permanent neutrality on October 26. Yet 
only in 1967 did the Austrian National Assem-
bly at last determine that October 26 should stay 
as Austria’s national holiday, after heated debates 

over April 13, May 15 (when the state treaty was 
signed), and November 12 as alternative days to 
celebrate a state that hardly had gelled into a 
nation yet. The German nationalist FPÖ would 
have preferred November 12—after all, that 
was the day in 1918 when “German Austria” 
was proclaimed as a new state. Small wonder 
that Jörg Haider, the enfant terrible of Austrian 
politics in the past quarter century, talked about 
the “failed birth of the Austrian nation” after one 
of his predecessors in the FPÖ had already pro-
claimed the Austrian nation a “test tube baby.” 
So much for patriotism in the Austrian Right.
 As you can see, our national holiday changed 
as often as our rapid-fire change of politi-
cal regimes; consequently Austrian identity 
retreated to the local and regional level, where it 
enjoyed some stability. How should a patriotic 
Austrian heart beat stronger today on a national 
holiday that puts Austrian neutrality at the 
center of a constructed Austrian nationhood—a 
neutrality that has been largely hollowed and 
eviscerated after Austria joined the European 
Union in 1995? Come to think of it, our lack of 
Austrojingoism may be a good thing, given how 
frequently our patriotic sentiments have been 
misdirected and redefined by our political elites.

 Günter Bischof is the director of CenterAustria 
at the University of New Orleans. This is a short-
ened version of a talk for the Austrian community 
of New Orleans on October 26, 2007.

by Günter Bischof
Fiegl and Kreisky 

in Berlin, 1955
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ASN: That’s an interesting phenomenon.
MG: You’re right. I hadn’t thought about it as a subject of analytical focus. 
I just know that this is the case, because Borsszem Jank� began as a humor 
magazine that was commissioned by politician Ferenc Deák. It was sup-
posed to be the humor magazine of his party. He asked Hungarian-Jewish 
journalist Adolf Ágai to create this magazine. During the period between 
1868 and 1872, Borsszem Jank� came to be Jewish-identified by anti-Sem-
ites. And the reaction of Borsszem Jank� editorials was self-parody. Ágai and 
his editorial group exaggerated their Jewish identity and assumed the ironic 
identity of the “Kagal,” the Jewish conspiracy, despite the fact that many 
members of its editorial board were not Jewish. And although all Jews read 
the Borsszem Jank�, its message was so powerful, so humorous, so worldly, 
that it attracted a larger audience that went beyond the Jewish community. 

ASN: So Jewish and non-Jewish audiences had common interests.
MG: Yes. The music halls and cabarets were associated with modernity. 
They opened up a door to a European culture, and Borsszem Jank� cer-
tainly used the forms and the iconography of many other humor maga-
zines throughout Europe. The world of popular entertainment, whether 
the music hall or the humor magazine, was Jewish-identified but also used 
the cultural forms of modernist Europe, and made Budapest a modern city. 
Not every Hungarian, of course, was open to this, but many were.

ASN: Members of the Hungarian gentry could be quite antimodernist.
MG: We know less about the gentry than we think we know. There is a 
generalization that they held on to traditional forms and resisted modern-
ization. But many members of the gentry found these new entertainment 
and literary forms appealing. They went to the Orpheums, too. v

it with the world of respectable Jewry and official Jewish liberal culture. I 
began this project reading through the Hungarian Jewish Observer, a schol-
arly publication first published in 1882. I spent a lot of time getting familiar 
with the official discourses of Hungarian liberal Jewry. And only after I 
had done that was I able to really appreciate what was going on in music 
halls, because they were parallel phenomena—the people who were read-
ing the Hungarian Jewish Observer were also going to music halls. And they 
were able to deal with these two identities in completely self-evident ways. 
Liberal Hungarian Jews were liberals, they were socially mobile, they were 
secular, they wanted to be Hungarians, they were patriotic, but they loved 
to let their hair down in the music halls and say, “Well, here we are.” 

ASN: What was the most important Jewish humor journal?
MG: It was called Borsszem Jank� (Tom Thumb). It was founded in 1868 
and ran until 1938. I began my incursion into Jewish humor through that 
magazine, because it’s textual. You have something to read, whereas the 
music hall performances are very difficult to recreate—most of them were 
improvised, not scripted. But Borsszem Jank� is a major source, not only 
for Jewish humor, but also for Hungarian parody and caricatures. I would 
say it was just as important as Punch in England or Le Charivari in France. 
For my book on popular Bohemia, I read a lot of Charivari, which is simi-
lar: lots of caricatures, humor, anecdotes, feuilleton (the part of a European 
newspaper devoted to light literature, criticism, and the like). There were 
a lot of humor magazines in Budapest at that time—perhaps half a dozen 
other major humor magazines. But Borsszem Jank� was the highest quality 
and the most important. Its editor was Jewish, most of the collaborators 
were either Jews or Hungarians who had become Jewish-identified.

mary gluck from page 7

for the self. So D’Arcy went beyond a strict dichotomy between selfishness 
and altruism. 

ASN: It ought to feel good to do the right thing.
KR: Absolutely. We know from studies that many people who do things 
for others have a reward: they feel better afterwards. So you could say that 
doing good has a selfish motive behind it. Perhaps, but virtue has intrin-
sic rewards. For example: you have a concern that some people are going 
hungry, so you go to work in a soup kitchen. You don’t go to a soup kitchen 
to feel good. But when you get there, you realize that both you and the 
people you are feeding are profiting from your actions. You don’t have to 
deny your feelings; in fact, if you don’t feel some kind of satisfaction or 
fulfillment in doing something good for others, you might have to look for 
reasons. v

and to deny themselves. She says this is wrong. Women have a right to self-
fulfillment, or self-actualization, or self-realization—to have a flourishing 
life that’s good and valuable. She adds that self-actualization need not be 
selfish. It’s something a person achieves in connection with others; you flour-
ish in the context of a supporting community, and you are also supporting 
others, so there’s a give and take.

ASN: In fact, you said that selfishness and greed come from a lack of self-love. 
KR: Fromm said this most clearly when he said that people who don’t like 
themselves feel compelled to acquire more and more material possessions. I 
am also reminded of the hierarchical pecking order and the craving for titles 
so prevalent in Austria. People want to impress others with their titles. 
When I get an announcement of my university in Graz, often the people 
mentioned in it have a string of titles in front of their names, Frau Professor 
Magister Magister Doktor Doktor, and so forth. I sometimes ask, “Why are 
we used to doing this?” 

ASN: What’s the answer?
KR: Apparently some people need it as a source of self-worth. If your list 
of titles isn’t twice as long as your name, you’re nothing! (laughs) Of course 
I’m exaggerating, but I think it lets Austrians think, “I’m important.” And 
it’s a bad sign for a society. We should appreciate ourselves because we are 
human beings, and not because we have twenty-seven titles. 

ASN: In your lecture, you spoke about Catholic theologians who described ways 
in which a life lived in a spiritual or religious community can be reconciled with 
a sense of self-respect.
KR: There is such a tradition in Christianity, although it’s a minority tra-
dition. When I was doing research on the topic of self-love in England, I 
discovered a British Jesuit, Martin D’Arcy, who wrote a book on eros and 
agape in 1947. In it, D’Arcy said, yes, there should be a kind of unselfish-
ness, but it’s only a virtue if it’s countered by self-respect. On the other hand, 
according to D’Arcy selfishness is only a vice if it means an undue regard 

Kurt Remele from page 10

I, nearly everyone in the countryside came to identify with one nation or 
another. Beyond the village, the nationalists convinced the larger public that 
the so-called language frontier had always constituted the front lines where 
nation battled nation—a characterization, Judson argues, that historians 
continue to accept uncritically. Guardians of the Nation, by contrast, is an 
exemplary piece of critical history, which, like many great pieces of critical 
history, shows something that we take for granted—in this case the lan-
guage frontier—to have specific, man-made origins whose roots, with care-
ful digging, can be unearthed for all to see. It is also a merciless, romping 
satire in which nationalists shake their heads and pound their fists when 
faced with national indifference in the countryside. His sharp wit and deft 
prose question traditional national narratives by reminding us that nation-
alization required “hard ideological work.” It is, in short, a thoughtful, eye-
opening book that is also a joy to read.

Chad Bryant
History

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Guardians of the Nation from 15
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SAHH NEWS
The Executive Committee of the Society for Austrian and Habsburg 
Historians held its annual meeting on Saturday, January 5 at the Ameri-
can Historical Association Convention in Washington, DC.  Everyone 
who subscribes to the Austrian History Yearbook automatically belongs 
to SAHH, but many members are not familiar with what the Executive 
Committee does.  Primarily we offer advice and support to the Austrian 
History Yearbook and to the centers for Austrian studies in North Amer-
ica. We also provide a line of communication for historians who would 
like to participate in panels on Austrian and Habsburg history at the 
AHA, as well as the German Studies Association (GSA) and American 
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS). There are 
five voting members on the SAHH steering committee: Pamela Smith, 
Marsha Rozenblit, John Boyer, Maureen Healy, and myself, as well as 
four non-voting members: Pieter Judson, Gary Cohen, Franz Szabo, and 
Günter Bischof.  We are always looking for exciting new articles for the 
Yearbook and for interesting panels at the AHA and other conferences.
 At the meeting on January 5, Pamela Smith completed her three year 
term of service on the Executive Committee, and I am happy to report 
that Joseph Patrouch has agreed to take her place.  The committee also 
asked me to serve for one more year as Executive Secretary until my term 
on the committee expires in January 2009.  At John Boyer’s suggestion, 
Gary Cohen agreed to write a letter on our behalf to Johanna Rachinger, 

director of the Austrian National Library, and to Emil Brix and the other 
members of the Austrian Ministry of European and International Affairs, 
thanking them for their efforts to include the Neue Freie Presse among the 
digitalized newspapers available online through the ANNO project.  
 At the AHA this year, SAHH sponsored panels on “Sexual Deviation 
and Social Control in Late Imperial Eastern Europe” and on “Popula-
tions, Politics, Violence: East-Central European Cities, 1914-19,” as well 
as a provocative roundtable on “Myths of Uneven Development in East-
ern Europe.”  As always, our major concern after the AHA is to develop 
strong panels for next year’s convention, as well as the GSA and AAASS 
conventions.  The theme for the AHA in New York in 2009 is Global-
izing Historiography (see http://www.historians.org/annual/proposals.
htm and http://www.historians.org/Perspectives/issues/2007/0709/
0709ann5.cfm). Since the deadline for panels is February 15, I will have 
sent out a call for papers on H-Net HABSBURG by the time you read 
this.  I encourage subscribers to the Austrian History Yearbook to attend 
the SAHH panels at the AHA, GSA, and AAASS, and to let us know 
if you have questions or suggestions.
David S. Luft
Executive Secretary, SAHH
University of California, San Diego
dluft@ucsd.edu

Coming right up: Salzburg Festival 2008!

Above, Bartlett Sher, director of Roméo et Juliette. 
Photo: Wolfgang Lienbacher. Below: Violinist Janine 
Jansen and her 1727 Strad. Photo: Spectrum Concerts.

 The annual Salzburg Festspiele is arguably 
the world’s greatest festival of music and theatre. 
But it’s more than that. Every year, the festival is 
organized around a theme, and this year’s is “love 
and death,” one of the clearest themes in recent 
years. As artistic director Jürgen Flimm writes, 
“Eros and Thanatos—love and death—are inex-
tricably linked: ‘For love is as strong as death,’ as 
we read in Solomon’s Song of Songs, a very early 
and beautiful love song from the Old Testament. 
Thus, our works about love, especially the operas 
and concerts, are also about death.”
 The usual (and welcome) suspects turn up. 
Operas include a new production of Gounod’s 
Roméo et Juliette, conducted by the rising young 
French-Canadian Yannick Nézet-Séguin, and 
directed by Bartlett Sher, artistic director of 
Seattle’s Intiman Theatre, whose resumé includes 
Broadway musicals, opera stagings at the Met, 
and work at major theatres such as the Guthrie. 
A new Don Giovanni will star British baritone 
Christopher Maltman and German sopranos 
Annette Dasch and Dorothea Röschmann. Ber-
trand de Billy is musical director.  Another new 
production, Otello, also hews close to the theme. 
Riccardo Muti will conduct Latvian tenor Alek-
sandrs Antonenko in the title role, and young 
Russian soprano Maria Poplavskaya as Desde-
mona. About all that’s missing is Tristan und 
Isolde—but not to worry, the Prelude and “Isol-
de’s Liebestod” are being performed in concert.
 Much of the drama similarly follows the pro-
gram. In addition to the annual production of 

Jedermann, two prominent non-musical works in 
the festival are the world premiere of a new stage 
version of Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment, a 
coproduction with Schauspielhaus Zürich, and 
the stage version of Joan Didion’s The Year of 
Magical Thinking, based on the memoir she wrote 
about the death of her husband and daughter in 
the same year. The moving one-woman show 
(which this writer saw in New York) stars Van-
essa Redgrave. 
 Many concerts will run with the theme, too, 
with the Vienna Philharmonic playing Mahler’s 
“Kindertotenlieder” and Brahms’s German 
Requiem (the latter conducted by Riccardo Muti). 
This year’s featured contemporary composer is 
Salvator Sciarino; the staging of his opera Luci 
mie traditrici (My Treacherous Eyes), a Renais-
sance-set story which he calls “a tragedy of love, 
blood, and inevitability,” sounds like a show with 
plenty of love and death. 
 Of course, a lot of the music performed won’t 
be programmatic at all. Top international stars 
will simply be dazzling audiences with their tal-
ent. Pianists Daniel Barenboim, Alfred Brendel, 
and Maurizio Pollini; violinists Janine Jansen 
and Benjamin Schmid; singers Matthias Goerne 
and Ian Bostridge (who will be performing the 
complete Winterreise) will be among the artists 
who give the roster its sheen. Interestingly, there 
is a youthful edge to this year’s featured talent. 
Many of them  were born in the late 1970s.
 As usual, you can look for a report and review 
in the fall ASN.                       —Daniel Pinkerton
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Announcements
INTERNATIONAl

CONFERENCES & SyMPOSIA

Poland. Call for Papers. “Jazz behind the Iron Curtain,” 
German Historical Institute, Warsaw, Poland, Sep-
tember 26-28, 2008. Organized by a research project 
on “Jazz in the Eastern Bloc” based at the Institute 
for Eastern European Studies of the Free University 
of Berlin and funded by the Volkswagen Foundation. 
The project is under the direction of Prof. Gertrud 
Pickhan (project coordinator: Dr. Rüdiger Ritter). It 
is intended to inspire more intensive research on the 
functioning of state socialist societies from a viewpoint 
that scholars have largely neglected. The conference is 
directed at historians, scholars in the field of cultural 
studies, sociologists, and musicologists who are work-
ing on jazz and related music and its social impact in 
the state socialist societies of Eastern Europe after 
the Second World War. Possible topics include: the 
jazz scene in individual countries; jazz as a means of 
propaganda and counter-propaganda; jazz and film; 
Jews and jazz; jazz festivals and jazz organizations 
(e.g., Jazz Jamboree, Jazz Section in the CSSR); musi-
cians’ travels from West to East and vice versa (Dave 
Brubeck, Louis Armstrong); jazz and youth culture; 
jazz and other musical genres: rock, pop, and modern 
classical music. We encourage suggestions for papers 
on jazz in an individual country as well as compara-
tive work about one or more countries of the former 
“Eastern Bloc.” Relevant “East-West” comparisons are 
also welcome. A selection of the contributions will be 
published. The conference language will be English. E-
mail your proposal (approx. one page) and a brief CV 
as a Word document to Dr. Rüdiger Ritter at RRitter 
@gmx.de. Deadline: April 1.

Norway. Call for Papers/Travel Grants. “‘The Revolu-
tion will not be televised?’: Media and Protest Move-
ments after 1945,” November 26-28, 2008, Faculty 
of Media and Journalism, Volda University College, 
Norway. One the one hand, the mass media can be 
seen as a vantage point from which to further evalu-
ate the establishment’s reaction to domestic and inter-
national protest. On the other hand, the conference 
will also focus on the various ways in which activists 
tried to reach out and present themselves to the public, 
whether through traditional mass media such as news-
papers, radio, and television or through alternative 
media structures and news services activists created 
themselves. Keeping these two perspectives in mind, 
the conference will encourage new approaches to the 
study of the ways social, cultural, and political protest 
is mediated. Topics could include theoretical perspec-
tives on the media’s coverage of protests and dissent; 
protest and media worldwide (comparative approaches 
or studies of transnational communication are encour-
aged); the role of imagery and pictures in news cover-
age of protest; the use of political cartoons in framing 
protest movements or events; protest movements 
featured in the media debate (e.g., women’s libera-
tion, environmentalism, or the peace movement); and 
media strategies of activists (including the use of post-
ers, pamphlets, underground radio and newspapers, 
and the internet). Applications from postgraduate 
students, PhD students, postdocs, and young schol-
ars from all disciplinary and national backgrounds 

are strongly encouraged. Successful applicants will be 
provided with a living allowance that should cover all 
necessary expenses during the conference. The orga-
nizers will also provide a limited travel grant. The 
conference language will be English. Please use online 
application form at: http://www.hivolda.no/protest. 
Contact: Rolf Werenskjold, Volda University College, 
rof@hivolda.no. Deadline: April 1.

Poland. Call for papers. “East Central Europe in the 
Cold War, 1945-1989,” Warsaw, October 16-18, 
2008. International scholarly conference organized 
by the Institute of National Remembrance, Poland; 
the Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy 
of Sciences; and the Cold War International His-
tory Project, Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, 
D.C. For almost half a century the Cold War shaped 
international relations and to a large extent influenced 
the history of individual nations. It was a global con-
flict, but in a particular manner was also a European 
conflict; the beginning and end of the Cold War took 
place in Central Europe. Thanks to the “archival revo-
lution,” which began in the 1990s in the wake of the 
opening of Communist-era archives, our knowledge 
about the Cold War and its influence on the countries 
of East Central Europe and their roles in this conflict 
in particular, has greatly increased. The conference 
will enable discussion among leading specialists from 
different countries. The conference agenda includes 
these thematic blocks: activities of European Soviet 
Bloc countries toward the West and vice versa, rifts 
between the European countries of the Soviet Bloc 
and their exploitation by the West, the role of East 
Central Europe in Soviet policy towards the Third 
World, and military aspects of the Cold War. Con-
ference languages: English and Polish. For full CFP, 
registration forms, and further organizational details, 
please see: http://ipn.gov.pl/portal/pl/618/6781/. 
Contact: Anna Piekarska, e-mail: anna.piekarska@
ipn.gov.pl. Deadline: April 15.

The Netherlands. Call for Papers. “The First World War 
and the End of Neutrality,” March 7, 2009, The Hague. 
Organized by M. de Keizer and I. Tames (Netherlands 
Institute for War Documentation), J.P. den Hertog 
(Leiden University), and S. Kruizinga (The University 
of Amsterdam) in cooperation with the Royal Dutch 
Historical Society (KNHG). During the Great War, 
each belligerent bloc expected the neutrals to realign 
their neutrality in its favor. Some neutrals, such as the 
Scandinavian countries and Switzerland, engaged in a 
daring balancing act between the economic demands 
placed on them by the Germans and British. Others, 
such as Belgium, could not maintain their neutral-
ity (or even their sovereignty) in the face of military 
demands placed on them by the Central Powers or 
the Allies. Moreover, in a “total war” cast in terms of 
a battle between good and evil, traditional neutral 
morality quickly evaporated. The legal framework that 
had been established during the nineteenth century to 
safeguard neutral rights against belligerent action in 
war was slowly, but decisively, demolished in wartime. 
Moreover, as traditional legal and moral conceptions of 
neutrality lost their meaning, others supplanted them. 
The conference will focus on the following themes in 
a comparative fashion: In what way and in what direc-

tion did neutrality change during the First World 
War? How did changes in the concept of neutrality 
impact on a “neutral” society? How and why did these 
changing concepts influence “neutral” countries in the 
economic, military, political, and cultural sphere? We 
invite scholars to send a one-page proposal, detailing 
the outline of an article which deals with these themes, 
plus a short CV of the author (or authors) to one of 
the following addresses: s.f.kruizinga@uva.nl or m.de.
keizer@niod.nl. The selected authors will be invited to 
give a lecture at The Hague. A collection of the papers 
will be published in 2009 by the Netherlands Insti-
tute for War Documentation (NIOD). Details of the 
conference are available at: www.niod.nl/conferences. 
Deadline: May 31.

United Kingdom. Call for Papers. “The 1989 Revolu-
tions in Central and Eastern Europe: Twenty Years 
On,” September 10-12, 2009, Sheffield Hallam Uni-
versity, Sheffield, UK. Organizers: Kevin McDermott 
and Matthew Stibbe, Department of History, Shef-
field Hallam University. Keynote Speakers: Robin 
Okey (University of Warwick), Pavel Seifter (former 
Czech ambassador to London). This conference will 
take a fresh look at the 1989 revolutions in Central 
and Eastern Europe on the occasion of the twentieth 
anniversary. We invite contributions from scholars 
working on all Soviet-bloc Eastern European countries 
that saw the overthrow of communist rule in 1989-90, 
including the GDR, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, and Bulgaria. We are also looking for contri-
butions on the role and significance of external players, 
particularly Gorbachev’s Soviet Union and the leading 
Western nations. We welcome proposals from a range 
of different disciplines, such as cultural and gender/
women’s studies, sociology, political science, literature, 
and history. By bringing together scholars working on 
the 1989 revolutions in national and transnational 
contexts, we hope to make a distinctive contribution 
to this area. Topics could include protest movements 
and crowds, strategies and responses of regimes, the 
origin and role of civic groups, roundtable discussions, 
elections, the end of revolutionary protests, 1989 in 
popular and official memory, sources and archives. We 
will publish a selection of papers (projected publica-
tion date: 2011). Contributors should seek funding 
from their own institutions, but some support may 
become available through potential sponsors. Please 
e-mail proposals, including working title and brief 
description of your paper (350 words), to Dr. Kevin 
McDermott, k.f.mcdermott@shu.ac.uk, and Dr. Mat-
thew Stibbe, m.stibbe@shu.ac.uk. Deadline: July 31.

PRIzE COMPETITIONS

Book Prize. The Polish Studies Association (PSA) 
seeks nominations for its Biennial Kulczycki Prize 
in Polish Studies. The $500 prize is intended to rec-
ognize outstanding scholarship in a book on Poland 
or the Poles in the humanities or the social sciences. 
Additionally, the author must be in the early stages 
of her or his career and this must be his or her first 
authored book. Nominations are limited to works in 
English published in the two years prior to the closing 
date ( June 15, 2006 to June 15, 2008). The prize will 
be awarded at the PSA’s business meeting during the 
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The Working Papers in Austrian Studies series serves scholars who study the history, politics, society, economy, and culture of modern Austria and Habsburg Central 
Europe. It encourages comparative studies involving the Habsburg lands and successor states and other European states, stimulates discussion in the field, and provides a 
venue for work in progress. It is open to all papers prior to final publication but gives priority to papers by affiliates of the Center and scholars who have given lectures or 
attended conferences at the Center. Beginning with Working Paper 04-1, papers have been published online only. If you would like to have a paper considered for inclusion 
in the series, please contact Gary Cohen, director, Center for Austrian Studies.

Working papers in Austrian Studies

 Working papers 92-1 through 96-3 are still available in printed form, and most are also posted on our website. Contact the Center or www.cas.umn.edu for authors 
and titles. The price per paper is $3.00 ($4.00 for foreign addresses). To order, send your name, address, and paper numbers requested along with payment to Center for 
Austrian Studies, Attention: Working Papers (address on page 2).  Payment by check ONLY, in U.S. dollars, drawn on a U.S. bank, made out to “Center for Austrian 
Studies, University of Minnesota.” Most working papers are also available on our website and may be downloaded for free. The URL is www.cas.umn.edu. 

97-1. Siegfried Beer, Target Central Europe: 
American Intelligence Efforts Regarding Nazi and 
Early Postwar Austria, 1941–1947

98-1. Dina Iordanova, Balkan Wedding Revisited: 
Multiple Messages of Filmed Nuptials

98-2. Christopher Long, The Other Modern 
Dwelling: Josef Frank and Haus & Garten 

99-1. Peter Thaler, “Germans” and “Austrians” 
in World War II: Military History and National 
Identity

99-2. Adi Wimmer, The “Lesser Traumatized”: Exile 
Narratives of Austrian Jews

00-1. Lonnie Johnson, On the Inside Looking Out: 
The ÖVP-FPÖ Government, Jörg Haider, and Europe

00-2. Alan Levy, An American Jew in Vienna

01-1. Erika Weinzierl, The Jewish Middle Class in 
Vienna in the 19th Century 

02-1. Stanley and Zdenka Winters, “My Life Was 
Determined by History”: An Interview with Jaroslav 
Pánek

02-2. Hansjörg Klausinger, The Austrian School 
of Economics and the Gold Standard Mentality in 
Austrian Economic Policy in the 1930s

03-1. Beth Bjorklund, Working-Class Literature: 
Petzold’s Rauhes Leben

03-2. Fred Stambrook, The Golden Age of the Jews 
of Bukovina, 1880–1914  (online only)

04-1. Janet Wasserman, Karoline Eberstaller: Is 
She the Real Link between Franz Schubert and 
Anton Bruckner? (online only)

06-1. Arnold Suppan, Austrians, Czechs, and 
Sudeten Germans as a Community of Conflict in 
the Twentieth Century

06-2. John Murray and Lars Nilsson, Risk 
Compensation for Workers in Late Imperial 
Austria. (online only)

07-1. David Luft, Das intellektuelle Leben 
Österreichs in seiner Beziehung zur deutschen 
Sprache und der modernen Kultur. (online only)

07-2. David Gallagher, Ovid’s Metamorphoses and 
the transformation of metamorphosis in Christoph 
Ransmayr’s novel Die letzte Welt. (online only)

spotlight

Annual Convention of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Slavic Studies in Philadelphia in 
November, 2008. Send a letter of nomination (from 
the author or the press), the CV of the author, and 
three copies of the work nominated to the chair of the 
Prize Committee: John Connelly, Department of His-
tory, Universty of California, Berkeley, 3228 Dwinelle 
Hall, Berkeley, CA 94720-2550. E-mail: jfconnel@
berkeley.edu. Deadline: June 15. 

Article Competition. The Czechoslovak Studies Asso-
ciation (CSA) is pleased to announce its Stanley Z. 
Pech Prize Competition for 2008, which will award 
a $200 prize to the best article or essay dealing with 
the history of Czechoslovakia and its successor and 
predecessor states/provinces published in 2006 or 
2007. The committee welcomes submissions from all 
academic disciplines, as long as the entry essay has a 
substantial historical component. To be eligible, the 
author must be a member of the CSA. To join the 
CSA, visit our website, http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/
eglassheim/CHC/Welcome.htm, and fill out a mem-
bership application. To apply for the Pech Prize, send 
three copies of your own work or that of a colleague 
to the chair of the Pech Prize Committee: David L. 
Cooper, Department of Slavic Languages and Lit-
eratures, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
707 S. Mathews Ave., Foreign Languages Building 
3070, Urbana  IL 61801. The prizewinner will be 
announced at the 2008 AAASS Convention in Phila-
delphia. Visit the following web page for a list of past 
prize winners: http://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/eglassheim/
CHC/pech.htm. Deadline: September 15.

NEW ON THE NET

Online Library. In the last six months, the Central and 
East European Online Library (CEEOL) has added 
29 new publications, with an emphasis on politics, 
culture and society, philology/linguistics, and litera-
ture. Newly added periodicals include Anthropological 
Journal on European Cultures, Baltic Journal of Econom-
ics, Bez Dogmatu, Bezbednost Zapadnog Balkana, CEU 
Political Science Journal, Chowanna: Croatian Journal 
of Philosophy, European Roma Rights Center: Research 
Papers, Folia Philosophica, Halduskultuur Journal, 
Jezyk Polski, Književna republika, Lithuanian Politi-
cal Science Yearbook, Neophilologica, Österreichische 
Osthefte, Poezija, Sfera Politicii, Studia Universitatis 
Babes-Bolyai: Studia Dramatica, Tokovi Istorije, West-
ern Balkans Security Observer, Yearbook of the Balkan 
Human Rights Network, and Zagreber Germanistische 
Beiträge. The library now offers 299 full text humani-
ties and social science periodicals from Central, East-
ern, and Southeastern Europe, accessible via www.
ceeol.com. In October 2007, the archive held over 
52,000 documents. If you attend this year’s AAASS 
in Philadelphia, stop by the CEEOL booth  for more 
information. Contact: Bea Klotz, CEEOL, e-mail: 
bklotz@ceeol.com.

Online videos. The SHOAH Project, a series of videos 
of Holocaust survivors that was initiated by Stephen 
Spielberg, has made some of the videos available on 
a website hosted by USC. Each video segment is 15 
minutes long and quite gripping. Go to: http://col-
lege.usc.edu/vhi/cms/segmentsfortheclassroom.php.

FUlbRIGHT OPPORTUNITIES 
IN CENTRAl EUROPE

As noted in Lonnie Johnson’s article on page 
18, scholars who are interested in pursuing 
research projects in Austria and Central Europe 
have many options for study in Austria. How-
ever, readers of ASN might be interested in 
other opportunities to study or teach in Cen-
tral Europe during the 2009-10 academic year. 
Distinguished Chair awards in Hungary or 
Poland: The most prestigious research/lecturing 
appointments in the Fulbright Scholar Program. 
Candidates should be senior scholars and have 
a significant publication and teaching record. 
Austrian-Hungarian Joint Research Award: 
This joint award offers scholars the opportunity 
to conduct research in the humanities or social 
sciences on the relationship between Austria 
and Hungary in collaboration with Austrian and 
Hungarian specialists. Grantees spend 2 months 
in Austria and 2 months in Hungary. All disci-
plines awards in Austria, Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, the 
Slovak Republic, or Slovenia: A chance for 
scholars to teach and/or perform research in 
their particular areas of interest in their coun-
tries of choice. For information about these and 
other awards to Austria and Central Europe, visit 
the Council for International Exchange of Schol-
ars website, www.cies.org, or call Tara Campbell 
at 202-686-6240. Deadline for all opportuni-
ties: August 1, 2008.
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YES! I  WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
CENTER fOR aUSTRIaN STUDIES pROgRamS

$50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 OTHER (SpECIfY amOUNT)

For the Kann Memorial Lecture Fund, make check out to University of Minnesota Foundation and note Fund #6477 on check. 
For the William E. Wright Graduate Fellowship in Central European History, make check out to University of Minnesota 
Foundation and note Fund #7659 on check.

Name

Address

City   State    Zip  Country

Mail to: Kann Memorial Lecture Fund or William E. Wright Graduate Fellowship, University of Minnesota 
Foundation, Lockbox “B,” P.O. Box 70870, CM 3854, Saint Paul, MN 55170-3854. Thank you for your support!

  I want to sustain the memory of Robert A. Kann, one of Austria and America’s most renowned Habsburg scholars, 
and strengthen ties between the Center for Austrian Studies and scholars, students, and the community. 

  I want to honor a respected Habsburg scholar and the founder of the Center, William E. Wright, and help the Center 
and the Department of History award needed aid to graduate students in Central European history. 

Check enclosed Please charge to my VISA / Mastercard / American Express / Discover (circle one)

Card # Exp. date

Signature


